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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE Authors of the Sermon* 
in this Volume are fo well 
known, and fo generally efteemed r 
that any attempt to recommend 
their compofitions would be entire- 
ly fuperfluous. The Editor makes 
no doubt that it will be confidered 
as a fervice to the public, to have 
collected into a volume thofe va- 
luable difcourfes y which having 
been publifhed fingly, were in a 
fugitive ftate, and indeed were be- 
come fo rare, that fome of them 
with difficulty could be found* The 
fize of the volume did not permit 
him to infert feverai other fermons 
6f equal merit, and which were in 
the fame hazard of perifhing; thefe, 
however, he may hereafter take an 
opportunity of prefenting to the 
world. 

The plan which the Editor has 

chiefly in view, is to publifh an- 

a 5 nually 
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nually a Volume of Sermons, on 
practical fubjedts, which have nevei 
before been printed, compofed by 
Clergymen of the Church of Scot- 
land. He has received affurances 
from feveral of the mod efteemed 
Preachers in the Church, that ma* 
teriala for fuch a collection fhali 
not be wanting. Any manufcripts 
fent to the Editor, fhall be fub- 
mitted to the judgement of fome 
Clergymen of the mjoft approved 
knowledge and tafte. Thofe which 
receive their approbation, lhall be 
pubiifhed in the order according ta 
which they come to" hand. Any 
which are not brought into that 
itate of corredlnefs which would 
render them fit for publication* 
ihall be returned, without the Au- 
thor's name, being made known. 

From the degree oft encourage- 
ment which is given by the public 
to the volume now pubiifhed, the 
Editor will judge whether it be 

proper 
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proper for him to proceed' in this 
defign. He is confident that the 
execution of his plan would be pro- 
ductive of advantages to different 
claffes of perfonsU 

As it is intended that the future 
publications fttalt be all of a prac- 
tical nature, it is hoped that they 
might be extenfively ufefui to pri- 
vate Chriftians wha read fermons-' 
with a view to their own edifica- 
tion. The diverfity of talents which . 
they would here find employed on 
the moft ferious and important fub- 
jedts, could not fail to give to in- 
ftrudtion all the advantages of no- 
velty and variety.. 

Thofe who are acquainted with 
the Clergy of the Church of Scot- 
land, know how often it is the fate 
of the mod pioas, learned, and 
eloquent Preachers, to be placed in 
obfeure corners of the country, 
where their merit has no proper 
' opportunities of coming forth to 
view. l Attentive to inftru<5l their 
a 4 hearers 
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hearers by difcaurfee compofed in 
fach a drain as is mod. fuited to 
their capacities, they have no mo- 
tive to exert their genius in compo- 
fitions which might do honour to 
themfelves, and be of fervice to the 
public in general j or if any fuch 
exertions of genius are occasionally 
made, the expepce* and other dis- 
couragements which attend the pu- 
blication of fingle difcourfes, pre-, 
vent their ever feeing the light* 
The continuation of this periodical 
repofitory would therefore be of the 
greateft utility to the Clergy* It 
would bring forth from obfcurity 
many who are well intitled to pu- 
blic notice and regard v it would 
widen their fphere of ufefulnefs j it 
would ftimulate their ardour to ex- 
cel ; and would enable them to com- 
municate to the world fome of their 
mod finifhed produ&ions, with- 
out expence or trouble, and with- 
out the rilk which attends the pu- 
blication 
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blicatron of a fingle fermon,, of its 
pafiing foon into oblivion. 

To Students of Divinity aHb, and 
Probationers for the Miniftry, this 
collegian would be attended with 
Angular advantages. It would af- 
ford them a variety of the mod ap- 
proved models, for forming and 
training them to the compofition 
of Sermons. Accuftomed to ad- 
here too clofely to fome one model 
which in the beginning of life they 
admire, they are frequently iri 
hazard of cramping and confi- 
ning their genius. The comparifbn 
which this colleftiou would enable 
them to make of different talents, 
and different kinds of compofition, 
would ferve to enlarge and refine 
their tafte. The extend ve benefit^ 
therefore, of fuch a defign will, it 
is hoped, recommend it to the fa- 
vour of the public. 

Edinburgh, May y 1775.. 
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SERMON L ; 

The nature and tendency of the Eccle* 
fiaftic Conftitution in Scotland. * 

] By John Bonar, A.M. 

Breached before the fynod of Perth and Stirling, 
1 6th April 1760, agreeably to the practice of 
that fynod, fince the year 1746, to have a dif- 
courfe delivered before them, on the fecond 
day of their meeting,* upon the principles of the 
Reformation and the Revolution. . 



PSAL. CXXiU 9. 

Secaufe of the hoiife of the Lord our God, I wilt 
feek thy good. 

ALTHOUGH we are not told at 
what particular time this beautiful 
and* animated fong was composed, 
yet feveral circumftances render it highly pro- 
bable, that it is one of thofe facred hymns 
which were fung at the three grand feftivals, 
when all the males among the Jews were obli- 
ged to prefent themfelves before the Lord at 
Jerufalem. And whoever duly attends to the 
nature of the pfalm, will find it well fuited to 
fuch an occafion. David therein fets before 
his countrymen the peculiar happinefs of their . 
fituation, both with refpect to their form of 
Vol. I. " A civil 
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^ivil government, ftyled, in - the 5th verfe, 
the feats of judgement, an.d the thrones of the 
houfe of David; and on account of thofe re- 
* Jigious privileges by which jheir country wq$ 
drftinguimed, and which rendered the prefer- 
. vation of their government the perpetual fiib- 
jeft of the fervent prayers and warmeft zeal 
£>{ every good man, and every t;rue Ifraelite. 

My text, in this view, feems abundantly ap- 
plicable to the defign of our prefent meeting % 
which is, to excite a proper attention and re- 
, card to thofe privileges, civil and facred, which, 
in Britain, we haye enjoyed fincc the glorious 
Revolution* 

The principles upon which our civil conjli- 
fution is built, and the happy confequences of 
our deliverance from the* fuperftition and ty- 
ranny of the church of Rome, haye fo oftcu 
been illuftrated, in the courfe of thffe lec- 
tures, and reprefented with fuch ftrength and 
propriety, that it might well be accounted pre- 
sumption in me to refume the argument. 

I fliall therefore confine my observations tp 
^mother particular j which, fo far as I caa 
Jearn, has not b ( een unified upon by any o£ 
amy brethren who went before me, viz. 

The ecclesiastic constitution in 

THAT PAJB.T QF T^E UNITEP KINGDOM 
4VHERE WE LIVE. 

Jn explaining which, I hope to fhew, 
That it is well calculated for promoting the 
grmt ?WU of religion 1 and Jlrengthening, thofe 

t principle* 
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principles of civil government by which our li« 
berties are /ecu red : 

A fubject which feems to be rendered ne-- 
■ceflary, no* only by the reflections which ene-* 
mies of different kinds have frequently thrown? 
Cut againft the principles of Prefbyterians % 
\m\ alfo from the little attention that is paid* 
by many profefled friends, to fupport the pu- 
rity and vigour' c?f that conftitution. and tof 
enable its' minifters to piirfiie the objects there^ 
of with reputation and fuccefs. 

£et it not, however, be imagined, that t 
am to enter Into any of thofe controversies 
which, either formerly > or of late, have unhap- 
pily divided Protectants, on the fubject of 
church-government, and which have fo often* 
been the occafion of much angry and un- 
chriftian debate, while each party, by fcrew- 
itfg their own pretentions too high, in effect- 
anathematized aU of a different opinion* ^ 

Nor" will I, in order to defend our own: 
particular form, pretend to affirm, that our' 
church has attained an abfoliitely perfect con-' 
ftitution ; or that, in practice, we always act' 
up to the perfection fhe hath attained : on the 
contrary, impartiality will oblige me to con- 
fefs, that, in both refpects, we may need a'-- 
mendment ; and that our reformation, in fome 
inftances, has not been carried to that height 
which our firft reformers feem evidently to " 
have defigned ; but which, from the fituation 
of civil affairs, the oppofition of avowed ene- 
mies* and the felfifh difpofition of pretended 
A % friends* 
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friends, they were not able tQ effectuate ia 
their own time, nor have their fucceflbrs beea 
able fince. 

As to thofe things in which the fault is. 
owing to minifters not acting* up to the true 
fpirit and plan upon which our chjirch is 
• formed, I lhall not defcend to particulars;, 
iince, by pointing^ut what, according to our 
conftitution, ouglft.tb J3e our temper and con- 
duct, every man will be «ibje to judge where- 
in he fails, and thereby become his own re- 
prover : and fo that diiagreeable office will not 
be afiumed by one who muft, ere this dif- 
courfe is finiihed, owe fo much to the huma- 
nity and candour of hi9 brethren, on account 
of thofe miftakes into which he probably may 
fall, from the difficulty and estenjt of Ms fub*» 

When I fpeak of our church, you will ea- 
fily perceive, that I mean that ecclefiaftic con- 
Jiitutioti) which in Scotland received the fane* 
tion of civil authority at the Revolution ; . and. 
which, through a long courfe of years, and 
much oopofition, had been rifing to that 
ftate which flie then attained. 

As we judge of the excellency of any par- 
ticular form ©f civil government, from its ten- 
dency to promote and fecure the temporal 
happinefs of the people who live under it ; 

So we muft judge of the excellency of any 
ecclefiaftic conftitution , from ks tendency ta 
promote the fpiritual and eternal welfare of 
thofe who fhti\l embrace it. Whatever churchy 

conftitutioa* 



Constitution. $ 

conftitution has this tendency, may claim x 
divine warrant and authority : And what- 
ever has not, will in vain pretend to the fanc- 
tion of a jus divinum, although, by the tor- 
ture of criticifm, fomc particular texts of 
fcripturc fhould fcem to give countenance 
to it. 

Every true church muft, indeed* be built 
•* on the foundation of the apoflles and pro- 
u phets, Jefus Ghrift himfelf being the chief 
€t corner-ftone ; w i. e. it muft hold and ad- 
here to thofe great and important doctrines 
which diftinguifh Chrifiianity from all the o- 
ther religions which* ever were in the world^ 
and' obferve thofe methods of worfhip pre- 
scribed in fcripture ; for " there is not an- 
€t other namfe tinder heaven given among 
" men, by which we can be faved,. but the 
* name of Chrift.^ 

And as. true religion can never be deftruc- 
tive of the happinefs of mankind, fo a church 
founded on Chriftiau principles muft always 
be friendly to civil liberty, which ftands con- 
nected with it by the ftricteft ties* 

To determine whether this be the character 
of the church of Scotland, it will be neceflary 
to confider, Her rife, — Her eftablijhment) — and 
the influence of her form on the manners of the 
people. 

It was the happinefs of Scotland, very ear- 
ly, perhaps as early as the apo Italic age, to 
receive the light of the glorious gofpel : and 
although, as was the cafe with the reit of the 
A 3 Chriftian 
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Chriftian world, this light came to be greatly 
pbfcured, by the ambitious incroachments olf 
the church of Rome ; yet it is evident, that 
in Scotland it was never entirely extinguished. 
For r in fome of the remoter parts of our coun- 
try, — in fome of thofe very ifland3 which we 
are now apt to cbnfider as the feats of igno- 
rance and baij>arity, lived a people, remarks 
able for fimplicity of planners, purity of b%j 
havtour, and unaffected piety towards Go4* 
Thefe never fubmitte.^ to the ufurpations q£ 
the Papal tyranny j and thefe were the littlq 
leaven which afterwards leavened the whole, 
lump* Of their number, a Columbus and $ 
Kentigern were famous in the fifth century* 
'• — and a Clemens and Samp/on in the fc«* 
Tenth. - 

. And even in the tenth age* when the dark-* 
jiefs of corruption and error had greatly in* 
creafed, we are told, there were fome godly 
men in Scotland* who taught the true doctrine 
of Chrift's atonement, and continued to e;xer- 
cife their functions apart by themfelves, with-* 
out acknowledging the authority of thofe who 
affumed a fpiritual power over God's heritage. 
But it was not till about 400 years after this, 
that any thing of a, general reformation be- 
gan to appear. . ^ken indeed waters broke forth 
in our wildernefs\r&nd fir earns in our defert* 
Nor was all the owelty of bigotted- zeal able 
to deilroy this heavenly plant ; but, watered 
by the blood of a Resby y a Hamilton^ and a 
Wijbart 9 it grew ftronger. aud ftronger, till 

thoufand* 



thousands -flocked to its refrefhing flbadc, an4 
took fKelter under its branches. 

To fupport and animate thcfe, and to carry 
on the glorious work fo happily begun, Provi- 
dence rarfed up a man^ of apoftohc piety an<£ 
refoiution, whofe zeal awakened the attention, 
and whofe prudence conducted the zeal of his. 
countrymen* in ihaking off the Romifh yoke- 
Every one will immediately perceive, that \ 
{peak of the famous. John Knox 9 that- great 
^nftrument of oue reformation^ whofe name 
will be precious to lateft ages*. 

The civil diffenfions which their prevailed in 
^he- country, did not a Httle befriend the Re- 
formation. And the bold attempt of the Po- 
pLfli clergy, to get the whok power into thei* 
own hands, on the death of James V, open-* 
<ed tho eyes s>( many who till then had re-* 
mamed iafeffGble ; while the hope of enrich-, 
ing themfeives with the revenues of tho 
church, made others ready to. join in abo- 
rning Popery. And thus* from different 
principles, a. barrier was formed in defence 
of the Reformation/ which all the fraud and 
cruelty of tlie Queen-Regent, or the addreft 
and deftruftive charms, of her unfortunate 
daughter, were never able to overturn. Nay, * 
thofe very meafures which they took for 
crufhing the Proteftantintereft, by the tender 
mercies of our God proved the means of e- 
ftabtiihing it, and haflened the overthrow o£ 
the Papal power in this country. So that, in 
the 1560, the effential dottrines of genuine 
. ; Chi iftianity 
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Chriftianity were publicly • acknowledged by 
the ftates of the kingdom, and the corruptions 
of the church of Rome condemned *. 

Hitherto the ftruggk principally had beenr 
about- the doctrines of religion^ a^of the firft 
and greateft importance ; but thefe being now 
in fome meaftire fecured, our Reformers turn- 
ed their attention to the government of the 
church, which, under the Papacy, had be- 
come a fyftem of worldly power and intereft, 
and* inftead of promoting religion, tended ta 
excite and ftrengthen fome of the worft paf* 
fiens in the human mind* 
* A pfan for the worfhip and government of 
the church was accordingly drawn up; not 
merely in conformity to the church at Gene- 
va, as one of our modern hiftorians has af- 
fcrted 5 but fuch a plan as to our pious ance- 
ftors appeared moft agreeable to the mind of 
God m* fcripture, and the pfaffice of the pri- 
mitive church. 

It is true, this plan^ was 'widely different 
from that of the church of Rome. In it 
there was nothing to gratify ambition, or a- 
varice ; but an amiable, a grand fimplicity 
runs through the whole ; fuch as fuited the 

* This Aim of do&rine, or confeffioa of faith, wa» 
drawn up by the promoters of the Reformation, at the 
command of the parliament ; in vvhofe prefence it was 
wad; and, after doc confideration, was ratified by'them 
the 17th of July 1550. And on the 14th of Auguft, two 
a4h were palled ; one a gain ft the mafs, and the other a- 
bolifliing the Pope's ufurped authority ia Scotland. 

worfhip 
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worfliip of the humble Jefus, and the nature 
of that kingdom which is not of this world. 

But although our Reformer* thus freely gave 
up with all ia the Romifh church which could, 
pleafe a fenfual mind, it was no part of their, 
opinion, that the worfhip of God fliould bo 
mean and grove ling* — or that the minifters. 
of religion fhould be rendered incapable of 
difcharging th# duties of their functions by 
poverty, or depend upon the changeable hu- 
mours of the people for their fubfiftence. 
Though they gave up with all views, of living. 
in affluence upon the revenues of the church* 
and did not look upon thefe as the property of 
the clergy ; yet did they efteem them a fund 
fecred to jeligious purpofes, to be employed . 
in fupporting *he clergy with Recency, main- 
taining the poor, and educating the youth o£ 
the nation *• ' , 

. So that Knox, and the other fearing inftru- 
ments of the Reformation, were, very far from* 
encouraging that dilapidation of church-reve- 

• Thefe arc the words of the firft book of difcipline. 
#i Of necefiiry wejuage, that every feveral kirk have one 
u fchoolm after appointed, fucb a -one at lea ft at is able 
u to inCfcruft the youth in the principles of religion, and 
" teach grammar and the Latin tongue, where the place 
■" is of a/iy reputation ; and that, betides, m every no- 
** table town, there be a college, in which at leaft the 
¥ arts of logic acfd rhetoric,' together with the tongues, ' 
*• be read by fuflieient matters, foe who* honed ftipend* 
" mu(l be appointed. And, laftjy, care fliould be ta- 
*• ken of the fuppoit of ihe great fchools or univcrfi* 
M iiw. M 

' nue* 
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nues which afterwards took place. Nor wer^ 
they the perfons, whatever has been alleged, 
who were for demolifhing the very fabrics of 
the churches* and' all that was decent and 
cleanly in the places of public worfhip. No r 
the firft was often: done, in direft opposition'" 
to their wartneft remonftrances, by the lower' 
clafs of people, who had long groaned under' 
the oppreffive tyranny of the monks and Po- 
pifh clergy j while thole of higher rank, whc* 
had the revenues* of the Church in' their hand, 
could fcarce be prevailed upon to employ then* 
in a way which, would prevent the other. 

But although this form of worfhip and go** 
▼eminent was- embraced' by the friends of the 
Reformation- hr Scotland^ and prrfHfed by 
them, fo far asr their Situation "would allow 5 
yet it was not till the year 1 592 that it recei- 
ved the fan&ion of civil authority, and be- 
came the national order. And even when 
the Prefbyterian church feemed thus eftabKfli- 
ed, her tranquillity was but of fhort duration r 
for there remained in the country a ftrong 
party, who, either retaining a fecret regard ta 
Popery, or thinking it prudent to recede as 
little- as poffible from the old practice, were 
for adopting that form of church-government 
which had been eftablifhed in England. The 
people of this periuafion continued with great 
keennefs to oppofe Prefbytery : and though 
they could not,. for fome time, procure an ab- 
folute repeal of the laws in its favour j yet, 
ty repeated innovations, they gradually de- 

ftroyedl 
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ftroyed their effect, till at laft they got a kind 
of mixed Epifcopacy fubftituted in its place $ 
which continued to be the form of .the church 
in this country till the breaking out of the ci- 
.vil wars. 

The true Prefbyterians, ftill very numerous 
in Scotland, having now appeared with their 
ufual zeal in fupport of civil liberty, were well 
intitled to ihe countenance of the parliament ; 
whereas the friends of the hierarchy, both in 
Scotland and England, had rendered them- 
felves and their opinions obnoxious, by fup- 
porting the crown in thofe arbitrary and un- 
constitutional mcafures which firft inflamed 
the nation. This occafioned tli£ calling to- 
gether -that aflembly of divines, which, about 
the 1648, met at Weftminfter : An aflembjy 
which, whether we confider the number, 
learning, or piety, of the perfons who compo- 
sed it, may well be compared with the ancient 
councils. This venerable body, after a long 
and candid examination, agreed to the fcheme 
of doftrines, and the form of wprfhip and 
government, contained in their confeffion of 
faith and directory, which is, in fubftance, 
the fame with what had been eftablifhed in the 
beginning of the Reformation. This confef- 
fion and directory was foon after received by 
the church of Scotland ; which had now re- 
covered fome thing of its former power j and 
continued, if not to flourifh, at leaft to exift, 
jtiH the Restoration ; when the King, forget- 
ting all the promifes made during his afflic- 
tions, 



ti " EcciESUsTic | Ser. i, 

tiohs, and the fervices done him by the Scotch 
Frefbyterians, abolifhed their government, and 
permitted a moft cruel perfecutipn to be car- 
ried on againft them, becaufe they would not 
abjure all their known principles, conform tG 
*he Epifcopal government, and acknowledge 
him head of the church. This perfecution in 
^Scotland continued during the whole reign of 
Charles II. and King James his brother, whofe 
open attachment to Popery, and purfuit of ar- 
bitrary meafures, at laft awakened the zeal of 
the nation, and produced that ever-mfcmorable 
Revolution in the i69S 9 which, as Voltaire 
elegantly expreffes it, may well be called the' 
JEra of Britijh liberty. The happy confe- 
quences of this change the Prefbyterians in 
•Scotland immediately felt, not only m refpect 
of civil property, but alfo in the full eftablifh- 
ment of that worfhip and government in the 
church, to which they had difcovered a moft 
fteady attachment during a cruel perfecution 
of eight and twenty years *. 

And now that I have traced the progrefs o£ 
our church to the period of her full eftablifh- 

• The fufferings endured by the Prefbyterians in Scot- 
land, daring the reigns of the two brothers, were fo vi- 
cious and fliocktng, that, were they not proved by the 
records of the parliament and privy council, they would 
icarcenow be credited. The facts cannot be controvert- 
ed ; and the ground of tliefe fufferings was no rebellion 
againft the civil government, but pure principle of con- 
ference, in men who were defirous of living peaceably, 
only afkingthe liberty of worfhipping their God in the 
way their own minds could approve. 

oientj 
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ment, let us ftop, — and from this height 
view the venerable fabric, and obferve in what 
Jiift proportion every part of it rifes upon the 
attentive eye. 

Her doftrine, how pure and uncorruptcd ! 
^claiming a higher origin than, the fyftems of a 
Calvin or a Luther, even the authority of the 
word of God. For no church has maintained, 
with greater fteadinefs, thefe two great Refor- 
tnation-principlesj the right of private judge- 
ment, and fcripture being the fupreme judge 
of controversy. Nor does Ihe aft contrary to 
thefe, in admitting human Aandards and tefts 
of conformity. 

That which firft gave birth to creeds and 
confeUions, was the calumnies of thofe who 
oppofed the truth. Thus, when the firft 
Chriftians were pointed out as men of the 
moft abandoned charafter, and Chriftianity 
itfelf as an enemy to all order and govern- 
ment, — it became a matter of undifputable 
duty to wipe off thefe reproaches, "by giving to 
the wprld an impartial account of their doc- 
trines and praftice ; which gave rife to the an- 
cient creeds and apologies. 

At the Reformation, the Papifts afted juft 
as the Heathen had done ; the fame irxecon- 
cileable enmity to the truth infpiring both with 
rage and falfehood ; which made not only 
particular perfons, but the Reformed churches, 
m their refpeftive bodies, give an authentic 
account of the doftrines they maintained, the 
springs whence the Reformation flowed, and 
Vojl. I. S the 
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the purpofes it aimed at ; to convince ,the 
world, that when they difclaimed the autho- 
rity of the church of Rome, defpifed her 
cenfures, and flood unawed by the thunders 
of the Vatican, they were not moved by an a- 
yerfion to difciplinc, a fpirit of fedition, noF 
a love of unreftrain^d pleafures ; but by a 
juft regard to the honour of God, and the in- 
terefts of true religion. 

Thefe purpofes we find e^prefsly declared 
in almoft all the confeffions of the Proteftant 
churches abroad ; and the fame reafons in* 
fluenced that venerable aflembly which com- 
pofed our Confeflion of Faith : — A work which 
will do honour to the compilers fo long as any 
tafte for good fenfe and fcriptu re-truths re*, 
mains : for there all jthe great and important 
doctrines of religion are brought together in 
a fhort, plain, and connected view : nor does 
jt, on the one hand, enter into the fubtilties 
of perverfe disputation and metaphyfical re- 
finement ; nor, on the other, reject the pecu-r 
liar doctrines of the gofpel, out of compliment . 
to thofe who are too wife to fubmit to a reve- 
lation from God, and will lean t§ nothing but 
their own underftanding. 

I am well aware how different this account 
x>f our Confeflion is from the reprefentatioa 
which hath been given of it by its open en€ r 
mies, or from what the ilgnificant fhrugs and 
infinuations of fome who have not yet chpfei* 
jppenly to attack it, would make us believe. 

Have nojt the principles therein maintained, 

concerning 
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concerning faith, justification, and grace, been? . 
feprefcnted as weakening the authority of th6 
divine law, and leading people into the opw 
nion, that holinefs of life is of no ' great im- 
portance ? But had thofe who bring this 
heavy charge, been poffefled of half that can- 
dor and freedoin of thought which they pre* 
tend to glory in, whatever their own fenti-^ 
ments as to thefe doctrines were, they would 
have acknowledged, that the view given of 
them in our Confeflion feemed to have fome 
foundation m fcripture ; and had been th6 
general opinion of all the Proteftant churches 
for fome time after the Reformation $ and 
that particularly, in Britain, the times wheft 
thefe doctrines were mod generally receivedy 
were fo far from being remarkable for diflb- 
hiteneft of maimers, that they are ftill diftirf- 
guifhed in our annals as the age of religion 
and fobriety ; whereas profanenefs and de- 
bauchery certainly mark that period when 
thefe doctrines firft became the general fubjeft 
of cenfure and ridicule. At any rate, it 
muft be acknowledged, that our Confeflion is 
fo far from countenancing fuch an abufe of 
the doctrines of grace, that it afTerts, in the 
ftrongeft terms, the perpetual obligation of 
the moral law, the abfolute neceflity of holi- 
nefs in order to falvation, and the inefficacy 
of that faith which doth not purify the heart. 

The fame obfervations may be applied to • 
what has-been objected on the head of elec- 
tion, the fovercignty of grace, and the ope- 
B Z ration 
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ration of the Spirit. But as time does not 
allow me to infift upon thefe, let me only take- 
notice, as it directly falls in with the fervice of 
this day, 

That, from our Confeffion, it may be feen 
how unjuftly the Prefbyterians have been char* 
j*ed as holding principles inconfiftent with ci- 
vil order and government. For there our 
church gives the nobleft, the moft awful ori~ 
ginal to the magiftrate's power, the authority 
of God himfelf. It reprefents this inftitution, 
as defigned to promote the moft glorious ends* 
the good of the ibciety ; and thus it connects 
the authority of him that commands with the 
happinefs of thofe who obey ; which is a fir- 
mer, as well as a nobler foundation, than the- 
doctrine of thofe who diveft government of 
every fweet and amiable v character, while, at 
the fame time, they arm it with a power which 
renders it formidable and hateful. In a word* 
our Confeffion allows every thing to a mo- 
narch, that is confident with the honour an4 
fupremacy of that God by whom he reigns* 
that can confer true honour upon himfelf, or 
enable him to anfwer the important ends of 
his inftitution \ and fhows, that the principles 
of Prefbytery are inconfiftent with nothing 
but the domination of an arbitrary tyrant, and 
the inglorious paflive obedience of a (lave. 

There is only one thing further to be ob- 
ferved ere I leave this view of the doctrine of 
our church ; and truly it is fo trifling, that it 
would merit no regard* did not our adverfa- 

ries| 
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fies,. with a great, deal of confidence, boaft of 
it j namely, the flat contradiction which they 
alledge there is betwixt our conduct fince the 
Revolution, and the doctrine maintained iu 
the 23d chapter of our Confeffionof Faith, at 
§4. where it is faid, c * Infidelity, or difference 
u in religion, doth not make void the magi-- 
" ftrate's juft and legal authority, nor free 
* the people from their obedience to him." 
. This we certainly admit to be our princi-- 
. pie ; nor could we maintain the contrary,, 
without impeaching, our Lord and his apoftles- 
for that fubmifiion and obedience which they 
paid to the Roman emperors. But this can . 
never, in the fmalleft degree, be inconfiftent 
with our having difclaimed all allegiance to 
the abdicated, Or, in. the ftyle of our acts of 
parliament, to the forfeited King James VII. ;• 
and fince his death,, to him who pretends to 
the Britifh crown ; unlefs it can be proved, 
that we acknowledge him ftill to have a juft' 
and legal title v which, only becaufe of his dif- 
ference in religion, we make void/ This were 
indeed to . contradict the above article in our 
Confeflion 5 but the very contrary is the cafe 
with us. We do not refufe him allegiance 
becaufe he is a Papift ;. but we refufe him al- 
legiance, becaufe he hath no right nor title to- 
"allegiance : for as the general voice of the peo- 
ple, in their fupreme court, fet him afide, he 
is no longer a magiftrate, and his* kingfhip is^ 
merely imaginary. 

But though we do not refufe our allegiance* 
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to that family becaufe they arc Papifts ; yet 
we readily confefs, that their having embra- 
ced that idolatry, and appearing to be fa 
deeply imprefled with the cruel and impious 
maxims of that falfe and bloody religion, gives 
us a higher relifh of the infinite goodnefe of a 
merciful God, in calling to the throne o£ 
thefe kingdoms the illuftrious houfe of Hano- 
ver, the princes of which have long diftitt- 
guifhed themfelves as the patrons of liberty 
and the Proteftant religion. 

But from viewing the do&rine of our 
church, we muft now proceed to take a fhbrt 
furvey of her worflrip. 

This a late writer has been pleafed to pro- 
nounce " fanatical extravagance. A mode 

•' of worflrip the moft naked and fimple ima- 
€f ginable, in which not only rites and orna- 
€i ments, but even order itfelf is difdainfully 
u rejected as an ufelefs burden. A mode of 
" worlhip which, upon its eftablifhment* 
<c was obferved to make the moft enormous 
** ravages in the breaft,. and to fubvert every 
<c rational principle of condu& and behavi- 
•« our *." 

Were this a true reprefentation of the cafe* 
it would be no eafy matter' to vindicate the 
ftnfe and fobriety of a people who fhould dif- 
cover any regard to fuch a form : and melan- 
choly, beyond expreffion, muft their ftate 
have been, had this* abfurd, this pernicious 

• Hume's h&orj of G. Britain* vol. I . p. fe. 

mode 
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mode of worihip taken place amongft them 
for any xonfiderable time.— —But feventy 
years have pafled finee this very mode of wor- 
fbip "was fully eflablifhed in Scotland ; and, 
fince that time, it hath been pra&ifed with* 
out interruption there ; and yet our greateft 
enemies, even this author himJfelf> will fcarce 
affirm, that all that is valuable and virtuous. 
has been entirely deftroyed by it \ on the con- 
trary, fince that period, Scotland has flouriih- 
ed more than ever* 

So that the argument from experience wUI 
be fo far from making againft our worfhip,. 
* that, with impartial men, it muft lead to a ve- 
ry contrary conclufion. 

And as fatt affords no argument againft our 
worihip, neither will any be found to arife 
from a careful examination of its nature and 
tendency. 

It is true* that- with us, people are deprived 
of fome artificial helps to devotion, which may 
be found amongft thofe of another perfua- 
fion : The eye is not entertained with painting 
and fcujpture, — nor the ear regaled wkh mu-r 
fical inftruments of different kinds; — every 
particular motion of the body, and every 
Syllable that dares be uttered within the facred 
walls, are not afcertained by a pofitive law j, 
— the place of worihip is not made holy by 
fprinkling, — nor the fign of the crofs thought 
to convey a particular virtue. 

But though ft ript of ttefc adventitious helps, 
the fubiiance of every ordinance is carefully 

prefcrved 
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preserved amongft us, and clothed with fuch 
necefiary external circumftances, as at once 
impreffes the mind with the idea of a holy- 
grandeur and fimpUcity j agreeable ft) the di- 

• vine directory, That as God is afpirity hejhould 
be worjbipped infpirit and in truth. 

I neither fpeak now of the fabric of our 
churches, nor of the manner in which, fervice 
may fometimes be performed there : the one 

• » truly fhameful •, the other may, perhaps, in 
particular inftances, be faulty. But with. nei- 
ther the one nor the other can our conftitution 
t>e charged \ foe although it condemns (uper- 
ftkious pomp and ceremony, yet it freely 
adopts the apoftolic precept, That all things be 
done in decency and order ^ as I am persuaded- 
will appear to every man who impartially reads 
the book of common order, drawn up at the 
beginning of the Reformation, and the Direc- 
tory for public worffaip compo&d by the - af- 
ftmbly of divines at Weftminfter j which give 
fuch directions, and prefcribe fuch forms, as, 
if followed out in pa&ice, could not fail to 

• make us perceive the commanding power and 
attractive beauty of genuine New-Teftament 
worfliip. 

Let us only figure to ourfelves, a number »f 
Christians, animated by the religious exercifes 
ef the family and clofet, repairing, on the 
morning- of the Lord's day, to a place decent- 
ly fitted up for public worfhip, and which the 
ferviccs regularly performed there leads them 
to account facred-$ — entering,, not with hur- 

*7> 
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jy, tumult, and irreverence, but with fpirits 
ait once compofed, and elevated with a deep 
impreffion of the variety and extent of the di- 
vine favours : — Let us view them ruing .-to a 
folemn a& of praife, and exprefling the waim 
devotion of their grateful hearts, in fome Old- 
Teftament pfalm, or -New-Teftament hymn, 
and in this heavenly exercife employing all the 
harmony and compafs of the human voice, 
more grand and fweet than any inftrument : 
— Figure them anon, with eyes and hands 
lifted up to heaven, in all the humility and 
carneftnefs of prayer, confefilng their fins, 
and aiking grace of him, who giveth to all li- 
berally, and upbraideth not :— Prepared by 
fuch exercifes, with what meeknefs and at- 
tention do they hear the fcriptures read, and 
the important doctrines and duties of religion) 
explained, while each eye is' fixed upon the 
ipeaker, and all, as new-born babes, appear 
defirous of the fincere milk of the word, that 
they may grow thereby; — concluding their 
worihip, as it was begun, with a fervent aft 
pf prayer and praife. 

Let Prejudice herfelf now fay, if the wor- 
fhip of the fanftuary, thus performed, be not 
in truth a reafonable fervice. 

But this is the very order and form of the 
worfhip prefcribed by our conftitution for the 
Chriftian Sabbath. 

The fame happy correfpondence with the 
nature, and tendency to promote the ends 
of religion, will be found in our offices for 

baptifin t 
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baptifin, the holy fupper, and vifitation of the? 
fick # . But to any particular difplay of thcfe 
I muft not now proceed % the time putting mc 
in mind, that it is prope* to conclude this diT- 
courfe by a ftiort furvey of the government of 
$ur church, and an examination of its tendency* 
With regard to this, we totally difclaim the 
fecular power of the church of Rome, and 
its ufurped dominion over the confeiences of 
men. — Our jconftitution neither permits the 
clergy to incroach upon the rights of civil 
government, with refpeft to others j nor to 
imagine, that their relation to the church, 
can fcrcci* them in violating, the laws of the 
ftate, — It indeed aflerts the power of the 
church to make fuch regulations as are necef- 
fary for promoting the interefts of religion-, 
and maintaining order and decency amongft 
fcer members, — provided thefe regulations are 
not inconfiftent with thofe eflential and imi- 
mutable laws laid down- in the word of God 1 , 

■ • By the laws of the chnrcH of Scotland, the facrament 
of the Lord's fupper fliould be.difpenfcd in every paiiih 

. four timei in- the year, i ■ ■ And though this is fcldom prac- 
tlfed ; yet, by its being difpenfed in different parifhes on 
different days, thofc who incline have an opportunity of 
communicating frequently, without any great trouble*. 
——The people are prepared for that holy ordinance, by 
a fall on fdme day of. the preceding week, and term on oa 
the Saturday, and meet again' on the Monday morning 
for public* thankfgiving.— And fo far are thcfe meetings 
from being fcenes of riot and' debauchery, as they have 
been lately rcprefentcd, that fcarce one fingle inftancc 
•£ difordei has ever fallen under my obfervation* % 

and 
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and to which the obedience of every Ghriftiaa 
is certainly due in the firft inftance. 

Some, by fcrewing the authority of the 
church too high, have plainly laid a founda* 
tion fior ecclefiaftic tyranny; — while others, 
falling as much below the truth, have efpou* 
fed opinions which have an evident tendency 
to anarchy and confufion. Our conftitution 
feems happily removed from both thefe ex- 
tremes. By it a power is acknowledged, 

but a power limited to its proper object. — A 
fubordi nation takes place; but the higher you 
afcend, the determination lies in the greater 
number ; fo that if the cenfure, when inflict- 
ed, falls with additional weight, yet hereby 
the greater fecurity is given, -xhat it ihall not 
be inflicted unjuftly. 

What real advantage can a congregational 
church pretend to, wjtiich might not be ob- 
tained by a Seffion properly conftituted and 
conducted ? By this little fociety, chofen from 
the congregation itfelf, the manners of the 
people in every parifh would be infpected, and 
the difcipline of the church exercifed: — Here 
ijitreaty,- admonition, and reproof, would 
have their fphere of action and influence, and 
all the offices of mutual love might properly 
take place. In order to this, indeed, it would 
be neceflary, that all the members of that body 
were confpicuous in their regards to the in- 
terefts of religion and holinefs. But whatever 
be the cafe in practice, this I may certainly be. 
.allowed in my argument to fuppofe ; fince, by 

the 
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the laws of our church, piety, evidenced by 
a ftrift purity of manners, is required in every 
one that is veiled with the office of an elder j 
without which, neither riches, nor influence _ 
of any kind, fhould advance a man to tha£ 
^dignity. 

But as all that is any how valuable in the 
Congregational form, might be obtained by 
means of a Seffion ; — fo our Prefbyteries, Sy- 
nods, and Aflemblies, conftitute, in their dif- 
ferent orders, a hierarchy upon the moft pro- 
. per footing, where the power is not lodged 
in a fingle hand, but in many, and fo lefs li- 
able to abufe.— - And it ought not to be for- 
got, with what wonderful felf-denial, and ge- 
nerous regard to the public weal, the clergy, 
by the conftitution of the church of Scotland, 
have, in all thefe courts, admitted a very large 
proportion of the laity to an equal judgement 
with themfelves *. Nor can any of thefe courts* 

not 

• If this difcoorfe (honld fall into the hands of any 
that arc not acquainted with the conftitution of the ec- 
clefiaftic courts in Scotland, they will pleafc to be inform- 
ed,— —That thefejfton confifts of the minifter in' every pa- 
rifh, and a few of the beft and wifeft of the people, who 
are publicly chofen to the office of elders.— The presby- 
tery confifts of, perhaps, twenty rainifters, and an elder 
from every parifli, who determine in appeals from fef* 
fions, aad * egolate aU other matters within their bounds. 
.«*-— Their conduct is fubjec^ to the review of the Jywd* 
. which confifts of the miuiftcrt and ciders of three or more" 
prefbyteries— And tie general qfembly is made up of a 
delegation of minifters and elders from every pre (byte ry, 
and a leptefcouuvc fcom^cvery borough.— -So (hat here 

ail 
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mot even the fepreme, proceed in an arbitrary 
manner ; but are obliged to aft by the efta- 
blifhed rules' of the fociety.— To which no 
Hew law can be added, till it has been pro- 
•pofed in one general affembly, and by them 
tranfmitted to every prefbytery for their con- 
tent : if this, or at leaft the confent of the 
majority, is obtained, the affembly next year 
may pais it into an aft, which henceforth muft 
be regarded as a conftitutional law. — A form o£ 
procedure, than which nothing can breathe a 
nobler fpirit both of order and liberty. So 
that every minifter may know the laws which 

lie is bound to obey, If he openly violate 

any of thefe, and perfift obftinately in the vio- 
lation, he cannot certainly complain, ftiould 
lie be deprived of the advantages of a fociety 

which he himfelf thus difclaims. But the 

cafe would be very different, fhould any church- 
court, by an irregular exertion of power, in- 
flift a cenfure upon one who afted agreeably 
to the conftitutional laws which had been e- 
ftablifhed. Their power, indeed, he might 
not be able to refift 5 but while he felt the di- 
ftreffing effefts of it, his mind might be eafy, 
and his confclence would not accufe him. 

It is true, that the power of our general af- 
femblies has often been mifreprefented, as rai- 
ling the ecclefiaftic .above the civil authority. 

* all the orders in the kingdom are reprefcated.— - And the 
King is prefect by his commiflloner ; who cannot, how- 
ever, in tlte finalkft degree, interfere with the bufinefs of 
<he houfe. 

Vol.L C But 
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But fuch a charge can certainly come from 
none .but thofe who are either ignorant of our 
*onftitution, or enemies to it. 

Our general afiemblies are not like the con- 
vocations in England ; but are, in effect, ec- 
clefiaftical parliaments, where our laity as well 
jas clergy are fairly reprefented by deputies 
from all parts of the nation. The lay member* 
are generally, and always ought to be, mea 
of the beft quality, and of the greateft efteera 
in their feyeral counties, well acquainted with 
our laws, and zealous for pur civil liberties ; 
which make them a kind of balance both up- 
on the court and the clergy. 

This fome former princes knew fo well, 
that they no footer began to form defigns a^ 
gainft the liberty of the nation, than our af« 
femblies fell under their difpleafiire ; and at- 
tempts were made either entirely to aboliih 
them, or at leaft to curtail their power.— And 
this was none of the leaft reafons why thofe 
princes ftruggled fe bard to introduce Epifcor 
j>acy into Scotland, that it had been found by 
experience, in thjs pountry, a fuccefsful en*» 
gine of making the parliament of the ftate, 
in which the clergy had a feat, fubfervient to 
xhe defigns pf the court; whereas prefoytery, 
being an ^riftocratical government, has a. 
patural jesdency %o prejferve and fiipport 
Rational freedom. Nor was there ever any 
/Jefign formed againft the one, which wa$ 
gpj: #t jjbp foaxp pme leyelled againft the or 

jherj 



ther ; as might eafily be (hewn from our hiw 
{lory. 

, It has, indeed, been an ordinary objection 
againft our churchy That fhe claims a power 
and jurifdittioii independent upon the civil 
government. — But the objection has its fole 
foundation in a miftake ; two things being, 
confounded, which, in their nature, are en- 
tirely diftinct, viz. the church's power as x 
church, — and her power as a national church 
embraced by the ftate, and vefted with certain? 
civil privileges^ 

In this latter fenfe, it is evident^ that what 
power fhe has^ is; derived from the authority 
of the laws of the ftate ; for, from thefe alone, 
can (he pretend to oblige the fubjefts of the 
nation to obedience. 

But the intrinfic power flic pleads £ot 9 is, 
as our Saviour faid of his own kingdom, not 
of this world ; it is only that the church, as a 
Chriftian fociety, has power, independent of 
the ftate, to perform all that belongs to a 
church, by the authority which £he derives 
from Chrift her head. And this power no 
government on earth can give, or take from 
her. The people fubjecl: to this power are 
sot nations, as nations j but nations, or lefiev 
focieties, who, profefling the Chriftian reli- 
gion, do willingly fabmit themfelves to the 
rules of the gofpel. — When any nation is (6 
happy as to fubmit to thefe rules, the whofc 
nation becomes a church, and by their repre* 
featativcs in a general or national affembly, 
Ci aft 
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a& in an ccclefiaftical capacity. — And if they 
aft according to thofe rules which the civil 
magistrates have power to make, they, may 
well eftablUh, but can never overturn the go- 
vernment of the ftate, which is as much an. 
ordinance of God as the government of the 
church. 

Let me only obferve farther, upon thi* 
head, that the abfolute power the church has 
over her own members, and the facility with, 
which ihe, can puniih them if they do amifs* 
muft add not a little to her fecurity antf 
ftrength # .* 

In fine ; What care is taken by our confti- 
tution to preferve uniformity and prevent cor- 
ruption in the church, by thofe various trials, 
to which candidates for the miniftry are fub~ 
jefted, and by the explicit declaration they are 
obliged to make of their agreement with th* 
church, in point of uG&rine, and fubmifiiGi*. 
to her government and difcipline ? And thia 
I the rather mention, as the conduft of our 
church, in requiring thofe tefts and declara* 
tions, has been reprefented, not only as incon- 
fiftent with the liberty we enjoy in civil mat* 
ters, but alfo as an infringement on the liber* 
ty of confciencc, and the right of private 

• It is well known, with what difficulty an irregular 
clergyman can be puniihed in England, even when] thofe 
of the higheft order are inclined to do it. But in Scot- 
land, if a mintfter miibehave, the form of procedure a* 
gaiaft him is plain, and not very expcnUvc. 

judgement^ 
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judgement, thofe leading principles of the Re* 
formation. 

I cannot now, at the clofe of a difcourfe, 
pretend to enter into a particular vindication of 
fubfcriptions. It muft fuffice to have obfer- 
ved, 

That as freedom is the birthright of man- 
kind, any number of perfons may voluntarily 
unite themlelves, for iuch purpofes, and un- 
der fuch regulations, as appear ufeful and con- 
venient to them, provided they do not in- 
croach on the rules of juftice, and the rights 
of others. And if they may unite for other . 
purpofes, much more may they unite for the 
purpofes of religion, and the fervke of their 
common Lord and Matter, 

But as every man muft judge for himfelf, 
and aft agreeably to his own confcience in the 
choice of his religion, — fo every religious fo- 
ciety has a natural privilege of worshipping in 
that way, which, according to their moft im- 
partial view of things, feems moft agreeable 
to divine revelation \ and of ordering, as they 
judge beft, all matters of joint concern to the 
whole body. Nor has any man a right to 
thruft himfelf into their fociety, but upon 
their terms, and with their confent ; fince this 
would be an ufurpation on the rights of a body 
entirely independent of him. 

And if it fhould happen, that different 

fenies are put upon fcripture, in order to fup- 

port oppofite opinions, they have the fame 

natural right of declaring in what fenfe fcrip- 

C 3 tujre 
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ttrre is underftood by them, and of refuGnjj 
to admit into their fbciety fuch as are of a dif- 
ferent opinion. Not that, by this refufal, 
they declare fuch a perfon a bad man ; ,but on- 
ly, that, being of a different opinion from 
then*, he can, with no confiftency, be one of 
theif^fociety,, nor intitled to its privileges. 

Such a fociety of fallible men. are, no doubt* 
li?f ^le to mtftakes. They may either believe 
what is really a fal&hood, or fancy a true 
doctrine of more importance than it is. But 
this does not alter the cafe in the leaft. For 
as it is with a private perfon, fo it is with fuel* 
a fociety : If it errs, it errs only to kfelf, and 
xnuft follow its own light. And it were ex- 
tremely abfurd to imagine, that, fo long as 
confeience dictates to them the truth and im- 
portance of any doctrine, they fhould be ob- 
liged to quit their own judgement, for the o« 
pinion of others as fallible as themfelves. 

Upon fuch plain and obvious principles may 
the church of Scotland be juftified, in the 
xneafures fhe hath taken with regard to her 
Confeflion and Formula. And did time per- 
mit, from the fame principles I might fhow* 
with what a bad grace the oppo&rs of fub» 
fcriptions and confeflions pretend to be the pa- 
trons of liberty, — - while their very opinion 
tends to promote incroachments on the right 
and judgement of others. 

Such then, my Brethren, is the genuine 
character and fpirit of our eccleuaftic confti- 
tutionj friendly to religion,— : friendly to li- 
berty j 
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bertyj— and fuch too, I apprehend, their 
conduct in the main will appear who have 
adopted that fyftem. 

What a glorious ftruggle for both was. made 
by our anceftors, in the beginning of our Re- 
formation ! What a noble (land did they make 
for true liberty, during the confiifions of the 
civil wars t Were not the Prelbyterians too 
the people who moft fteadily oppofed the re- 
peated incroachments on our civil rights du- 
ring the reign of the two brothers 5.- and, at 
laft, by their conftancy in iufFerings, roufed 
the attention of a ftumbering nation ? And 
does not the fpirited behaviour of the mem- 
bers of the church of Scotland, in the 1711, 
17 1 5, and 1745, fhew that they were anima- 
ted by tthe fame principles i 

Since then, my Brethren, this is the genhf^ 
©f our conftitution ; — fince the conduct of 
Prefbyterians in former times has been fo a- 
greeable thereto ; let it be our conftant care to 
purfue the fame* conduct : — As paftors, with 
prudence* care, and tendernefs, feeding the 
flock of Chrift : — As honeft men, not afha- 
med to own the doctrines we have fubfcribed, 
nor to aft up to the characters we bear : — • 
And as Britons, preferving an unfhaken at- 
tachment to the interefts of civil and religious 
liberty. * 

Which may God continue as a bkffing to- 
thefe iflaads to lateft pofterity! Amen and 
Amtnf' 
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SERMON H. 

Tunes of Public Diftrcfs Times of Trial. 

By George Wish art, D. D. 

Preached in the Tron chnrcb of" Edinburgh, ia 
the month of November 1745, on occafion of 
the [then] prcfent rebellion. 

Daniel; xii. 10. 

Many Jhatt be purified^ and made white T and 
tried : hut the wicked Jhatt do wickedly : and 
none of the wicked Jhatt underfiand, but the 
wifejhall under/land* 

THese words are part of Daniel's vifion, 
which we have in the three laft chap- 
ters of this book. In the latter part of the 
vifion, from about the middle of the prece- 
ding chapter, there is reprefented to him the 
great diftrefs which the Jews fhould fuffer, in 
being invaded by Antiochus Epiphanes king 
of Syria, and his making an entire con qu eft 
of their country. To this is the prophecy ve- 
ry evidently to be applied, as appears from 
the circumftances here defcribed, compared 
with the hiftory of what happened to the Jews 
from that cruel conqueror j .his laying wafte 
their country, flaying great numbers of them, 
polluting their Jancluary, ch.- xi. 3 1 . by. fetting 

up 
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up an idol-deity there, which he commanded 
them to worfhip; and perfecutmg with the 
greateft cruelties thofe who adhered to the re* 
ligion and laws of their country. In all which 
he was affifted by many time-fervers among 
the Jews, who wanted to fecure themfelves 
in this public diftrefs of their country r and 
to merit the favour ©f the conqueror by 

* their bafe compliances : fo, it is faid, J*e 
fhould have intelligence with them that forfake. 
the holy covenant, and fhould corrupt them by 

jlatteries, ver. 30. & 32. All this we hav$ 
defcribed in the preceding chapter. 

As this, Antiochus was, in feveral refpects, 
a remarkable type of Antichrift, the great ty- 
rant of the Christian church, and perfecutoy 
©f the faints in the latter days \ there items* 
from the 36th verie of that chapter, to be a 
fudden traniition made to the oppreffions of 
Antichriftian tyranny. It is faid there, «' The 
w king fhaii do according to his wM, and he 
** ihaU exalt himfelf, and magnify himfelf a- 
a boye every god." This correfponds very 
much with the defcription the apoftle gives of 
the Mail of Sin, 2 Thef. ii. 4. " Who oppo«- 
«' feth and exalteth himfelf above all that is 
« c called God, or that is worfhipped." Both 
defer iptions are a very proper reprefentatioa 
of the Papal tyranny ; of him who, under th* 
arrogant pretence of being Chrift's vicegerent 
upon earth, afiumes to himfelf the fole prero- 
gative of God, requiring of men an implicit 
fubje&ion in matters of faith and cpnfcience ; 

who 
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who pretends to give men difpenfations and 
pardons for breaking the laws of Heaven, thus- 
afcending the throne of God, or even railing, 
himfelf above it 5 who -ufurps a fupreme do- 
minion over other earthly powers, a right of 
depofing kings, and of loofing fubje&s from 
their allegiance to them j thus exalting him/elf 
above nil that are sailed gods upon, earth* Thi* 
is he who, in the pretended character of the 
alone vifible head of the church, hath polluted 
the fantluary of God, hath corrupted the pure 
religion- of Chrift with the"~moft abfurd doc- 
trines, and the grofleft mixtures of Heathen* 
kh idolatry and fiiperftition. To him agrees 
that part of the defcription, ver. 38. according 
to the explication given of it by fome celebra- 
ted commentators, hi his eflatejball he honour 
the God of forces : or, as* they interpret it, To- 
gether with God in his feat Jhall he honour pro- 
tectors or guardians \ which is very fitly, ap- 
plicable to the Antichriftian idolatry, of wor- 
shipping angels and faints, and flying, to them 
for protection in diftrefs. This is he, who* 
on pretence cjf maintaining the religion of the 
merciful. Jefus*, hath filled the Chriftian world 
with blood and cruelty j persecuting to death 
thofe who have dared to fhake off his Spiritual 
tyranny, and to, become followers of Jefus 
Chrift, as their only Lord and Mailer, in 
scatters of religion. x 

What reafon have we, my brethren, to 
Mefs God, for die happy deliverance of thefe 
lands from this Antichriftian' tyranny andop- 

preffioa l 
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3>reffion ! With what horror Should we look 
upon any attempt to fubjefl us again to that 
cruel yoke of -bondage, by impofing upon .us 
a PopUh government ! 

After the defcription .given to Daniel of 
fucfe. times of calamity and opprefiion, accom- 
panied with the treachery and apoftafy of falfc 
.brethren, the words of my text reprefent a 
mod ufeful purpofe of iuch difpenfations of 
providence : Many ftxill.be purified^ and mad* 
white 9 and tried. There is here a plain alltu 
/ion to tire efteft of fire upon metals, which 
is to try, arid purify them 5 to diftingui{h true 
gold or filver from bafer metal, and to pu- 
rify it from all remaining drofs. The like ef- 
fect have times of public danger and calamity 
upon people : They put diem to the trial, and 
bring forth what is in them :, they ferve to 
diftinguifh the fincerely good from the falii 
And hypocritical 5 thofe who are thoroughly 
eftablifhed in good and reafonable principles 
of conduft, which fhow a ma»o always the 
fame, — from men of no principles, of waver* 
ing and unftable niinds, who are ready to 
change appearances with the times. They 
further ferve to purify the fincerely good 
from remaining weakness and impcrfedUons* 
and to make them fiiine the brighter in the 
glory of a ftedfaft goodnefs, and in more ad- 
vanced degrees of it. While the good are 
thus diftinguifhed, and purified from remain- 
ing pollutions ; the wicked, who had former-* 
If mingled wijh the good, no\v throwing off 

the 
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the mafk of goodnefs, fhall appear in their 
proper colours, by a condu& fuitable to their 
real temper and character: But the wicked 
/ball do wickedly. It is added, And none of the 
-wicked Jball under/land: Thofe who are har- 
dened in their finful courfes, fhall not have 
the wifdom to exercife due confideration un- 
der fuch difpenfations of Providence, fo as 
to improve them for their correftion and re* 
formation : But the wife Jhall underftand; The 
men of wifdom Jhall fee God's name, Mic. vi. 9. ; 
thofe of an under/landing hearty whofe hearts 
are opened to embrace the inftru&ions of true 
religious wifdom, fhall acknowledge the hand 
of Qod in fuch difpenfations, and improve 
thefe trials for their further advancement in 
wifdom and goodnefs. 

Here it is reprefented as a piece of true 
wifdom, to make fuitable obfervations and 
reflexions on the condu& of Divine Provi- 
dence, particularly in times of public diftrefs, 
and to improve thefe for the purpofes of re- 
ligion and virtue. This piece of wifdom we 
Are called to exercife at this time, under the 
diftrefs which our country fuffers, and the 
danger which threatens our mo ft valuable in- 
terefts; when a fet of defperate men have 
taken up arms againft their country, in order 
to overturn our happy conftitution, to fet a 
Popifli pretender on the throne, and thereby 
deprive us at once both of our civil and reli- 
gious liberties; who, in purfuance of this 
pernicious defign, have fpread confufion over 

our 
t 
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our whole country, have committed moil grie- 
vous oppreffions, have b* gun to iheath their 
fwords in the bowels of their countrymen, 
and threaten us ftill with further bloodihed 
and devaftation. 

To give relief to our minds in this melan- 
choly Situation, by leading us to a due ac- 
knowledgement of a wife Divine Providence, 
in the ufeful purpofe for which thefe things 
are ordered j and, at the fame time, to give 
us inftru&ion for our conduit and behaviour 
in thefe circumftances of diftrefs ; let us con- 
sider the view in which they are represented 
an my text, as of a trying^ and consequently, 
of a purifying nature : Many Jball be purified, 
and made white, and tried. k 

Times of public diftrefs befalling, or fur- 
ther threatening a country, are moft properly 
times of trial. They ferve to difcover men* 
real tempers and characters : They give fpe- 
cial occafion to any thing of true worth and 
ftrength of mind to exert itfelf ; and they 
bring forth the fecret corruptions of a bad 
heart : The y ferve to distinguish real good* 
nefs and honefty, which is always confident 
with itfelf, from falfe pretences which have 
been taken up to ferve the times : They like- 
wife try the ftrength and degrees of mens vir- 
tue, and difcover the weaknefs and imperfec- 
tion of their character : The consequence of 
all which is, the further purification and im- 
provement of the Sincerely good, and making 

Vol. I. D them 
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them fhine with greater glory and luftre. la 
this light are Aich difpenfatipns of Providence 
t>ften reprefented in fcripture, with the* fame 
allufion as in my text 5 Pf. lxvi. 10. 11. and 
1 Pet. i. 6. 7. In feveral refpeds do times of 
diftrefs, according to the particular views in 
which they caft up to u,s, ferve for our 
crial. 

1. Diftrefs of any kind, feisves to try the 
•ftrength of our minds, how far we are forti- 
fied in the command of ourfelves. This it is 
not eafy to judge of while things go fmoothly 
•n with us, and we .meet with nothing to ruflje 
our temper. The proper trial of our ftrength 
is, if ,wc can maintain a calm and eafy mind 
under worldly lofles,' difappointments, and- 
fofFerings ; if we can command the exercife 
of deliberate thought and reflection, and fet 
about our duty with compofure, amidft out- 
ward difturbanees and dangers ; if in thefe 
circumftarices we can carry our minds fo far 
above the world, as to enjoy an happinefs 
within ourfelves, in the cxercifes and reflec- 
tions of a good heart, in the pleafures of de- 
vout meditation, in the fatisfa&ions o( a good 
confeienee, in the joyful fenie of the favour 
Of Gdd. 

2. Times 0/ diftrefs ferve to try our faith in 
God, and love to him. While all tilings about 
us are quite agreeable, we may find no diffi- 
culty in maintaining the faith of a wife and 
good difpofer of all things. While k is well 
flrith ourielves, we may eafily believe that all is 

happily 
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happily Ordered ; and can argue with great 
fatisfa&ion concerning troubles at.adiftance 
from us ; that in thefe the beft purpofes are 
moft effeftually purfued ; that they are ne- 
eefiary parts-of a wife connected fcheme, and 
moft juftly to be acquiefced in as- the determi- 
nations of infinite wifdom. While we imme-» 
jdlateljr enjoy the fruits of the divine bounty, if 
we have any thing of thought and refle&ion, 
and are not loft to all fenfe of gratitude, we 
muft readily feel fomc femiments of love and 
affeftioa toward our ftipreme benefactor* But 
when trouble and diftrefs a&ually comes upon 
us, then we' are put to the trial, how far the 
faith «f a good and wife being ordering tho 
affairs of the world — hath taken thorough 
pofleffion of our hearts,, and is* cftabliihed it* 
us ; if we can ftill maintain the fame good- 
thoughts of God, and remain*firmly perfuaded,- 
while clouds and darknefs are round about him? 
that righteoufntfs and judgement are ever the 
habitation of his throne, Pfal. x€vii. 2. ; if our 
faith- of divine things is fo fixed and prevail* 
ing in us, that we can effectually apply the 
confolations of .religion and Chriftianity for 
fupporting us in our diftrefles. When dangers 
are near, and fur round us on all hands, then 
h appears" what length our truft and confix 
dence in God can go ; if we can maintain 
this with that ftedfaftnefs which Job expreffes* 
Though he Jlay me,' yet will I trujl in him, Job 
xiii. 15. Our love to God is then tried, how 
far it hath obtained the command of our 
hearts, fo as to' difpofe us to take the worft 
D 1 , things 
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things in good part from has hand; if the 
fenfe of his- innumerable -favours can reconcile 
our minds to afflictions difpenfed by him, and 
make us feel the force of that fentiment, Shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and Jhall 
we' not receive evil? Jobii. 10.^ if our love 
to God is ftrong enough to bear us out in a 
patient fubmiffion. to whatever hardships he is 
pleafed to lay upon us, faying with an unfha- 
ken conftancy and; resignation, It is the Lord ; 
let him do what feem^th him good; r Sam. iii. 18. * r 
Father, not my will, but thine be done, Luke 
xxii. 42. 

3. Times of general dijtrefs or danger, ferve 
to try the fincerity and ftrength of mens friend* 
iklp. Selfifh people,, who, in times, of general 
peace and profperity, could eafily carry on an 
appearance of friendfhip,. and exercife this in 

' many inftances, while their own interefts were 
in no danger; fueh, when general diftrefs 
comes, or danger threatens, are wholly taken 
up in fecuring and providing for tkemfelves* , 
and find no place in their thoughts for the 
concerns of others. Whereas thofe of a real 
good heart are never fb mu£ h fwallowcd up 
m their own particular concerns, in times of 
the greateft danger and diftrefs, as not to bear 
a friendly part with others. The fenfe of 
common calamity awakens their friendfhip 
the more ; and, in the exereife of this, in 
afts of compaflion and fympathy with others* 
do they find their own greateft relief. 

4. When we meet with trouble and difturb- 

ance 



Times of Trial. 41 ' 

mnce from the hands of men, when we fuffer 
by their oppreffion and violence, this ferves 
particularly to try the ftrength of our huma- 
nity, and how far the generous principles of 
Chriftiamty prevail with us, fo as to bear 
down fierce refentment, how far we are able 
to preferve our minds from being overcome of 
rvily Rom. xii. 21. and to maintain a patient 
and forgiving temper of mind towards our e- 
aemies, and thus to triumph over their wic~ 
kednefs and ill-nature; 

5. When we are particularly expofed to 
hard/hips and perfecutions in aftedfaft adherence 
to truth andgoodnefjy and in following the juft 
dictates of reafon and confcience, this proves a 
ftrong trial to the fincerity and ftrength of 
our virtue. Many who have heard the word 
with joy^Mttih. xiik 20. 21. who have felt aa 
impreffion of divine truths, and have for a* 
((me been fomewhat influenced by them in- 
their practice, when tribulation or perfection 
arifeth becaitfe of the wordy on accounr of true 
religion*, are by and by offended, and make fhip- 
wreck of '" faith and a good confcience. Then is- 
the time for us to fhcw whether our appear- 
ances 1 of goodnefs have been any more than a. 
matter of conveniency* witlr us, which muft 
yield ta the difitrenr turns of our worldly iii- 
tereft ; if religion hath truly taken polTeffion* 
of our hearts, and is become a commanding; 
principle within us; how far the love of truth* 
and goodnefs prevails with us ; if confcience- 
and honefty can have force enough to over- 
D j gQrac 



42 Times of Public Distress Sen ?« 

come the iaterefts and terror* of this world v 
if a regard to God, if the faith of things fu- 
ture and invifible, hath fuch command over 
us, as to conquer the fear of men* and of all 
the external evils they can infli£L When the 
principles we have profefled in a time of eafe 
and tranquillity,, are like to lead us into dan- 
ger, or to expofe us to incoriveniencies, this. 
puts the foundnefs of our hearts to the trial > 
whether or not we are fettled in our princi- 
ples upon reafonable grounds, and have the 
honefty of heart to follow them ftedfaftly ii* 
our practice at all hazards. 

6. When the interefls of the public fuffer^ or 
ere in danger* when its- valuable concerns, fa- 
cred and civil, are threatened, this ferves to* 
try the fincerity and ftrength of mens public 
affeftion ; hdw far they are ready to ihew this,, 
by exerting them&lves vigoroufly, and nuk- 
ing all hazards of life and fortune in the pur 
Jblic cauie \ whether their former pretences of 
zeal for public intereft have been any more 
than words, or artful methods to raife them- 
felves,, or carry o A the defigns* of ^ fa&ion \. 
whether all their former zealous appearances* 
for liberty* have been meant to help forward 
the fecret plots and contrivances of the ene- 
mies of their country, whom they are ready 
to join with more openly whenever their de- 
figns are ripe for execution ; or if an honeft 
concern for fecuring the liberties of their 
country, will now appear with double warmth, 
for the preservation, of them* when threatened 

with 
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with Immediate and utter deftru&ion. When 
the interefts of true religion are io danger ; 
when attempts are made by the enemies both 
of, the civil and religious liberties of mankind* 
which, if they fucceed, muft iffue in the fub- 
verfion of the free prpfei&on of true religion,. 
as well as of the other valuable interefts of a 
nation ; this puts men to the trial,, how far 
their religion is dear to them, how far they 
are difpofed to remain firm and refolute in 
maintaining and defending it ; or if they hold 
their religion cheap* are ready, for the fake 
of fome apprehended worldly intereft, or for 
gratifying fome particular humour, to let their 
religion take its chance, and can eafily be 
fbothed into the belief of its being in no dan- 
ger, in oppofition to all likelihood, and the 
Arongeft degree of probability. Such times 
give occafion to fhew, whether mens public 
ipirit is of the right kind,, fuch as regards the 
real an d fubftantial interefts of their country* 
There is a certain kind of it which leads peo- 
ple to prefer a whimfical and imaginary glory 
of their country to the moft fblid public ad«~ 
vantages. A remarkable inftance of this we 
have in the people of Ifrael, j Sam. viii. who*, 
weary of the liberty and happineis they enjoy* 
ed under that government which God himfelf 
had inftituted, wanted to have the glory of an* 
abfolute monarch at their head* like the na- 
tions around than, and perfifted in this defire^ 
even after they had been divinely warned,, 
that he would make himfelf rich and great at 

their 
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Aeir cxpfence. The Bke ' wfcimfieal f country 
fpirit appears remarkable in fome at thi9 day-, 
who would prefer a race of tyrants I whom 
they reprelent as belonging to* their own coun- 
try, and fpecially related to them, — to the 
enjoyment of liberty, property, the free exer- 
cifeof their religion, and all thofe bleffings 
which can make a nation happy, — under 
what they infokntly call a foreign ufurpation. 
•This i* the name they prefume to give to the 
mild, peaceable, and aufpicious* reigns of 
princes the neareft in Hood of the Proteftant 
heirs of the crown. With this name do they 
reproach our happy deliverance from Poperyv 
flavery, and arbkrary powers brought about 
by that glorious inftrument of providence, 
who was called over to our relief by the gene- 
ral voice of the nation groaning under oppre£ 
lion. The happy fituation following upon 
this, and the fubftaintial bleffings of a free 
♦government, which we now enjoy, they would 
needs exchange for anr imaginary honour of 
their country, to be ruled by what they call 
their natural princr, that h, one who claims, 
them as his abfolute indefeafiWe property, 
though the corifequence of this would be to 
render the nation as truly defptcable as mife-- 
*able, and in reality the flaves or mean de*. 
pendents of a foreign power. When an atv 
tempt is made towards fiich a fatal change, 
this gives particular occafion* Of difcovering 
what fort of country-fpirk men are pofiefled 
«*£$. if.k turjaa Only, on the pride of a- name, 
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of boafted antiquity, of a pretended ancient 
race of kings ; or if it is a fpirit enlivened witb 
a jtift fenfe of public intereft, and may be de- 
pended on for fubftamial fervice to their coun- 
try. 

7. In the laft place, Infuch a timeafdijlrefs 
as ive now fuffer, when a fet of men are com^ 
bined together, to carry on the moft perni* 
cious defign againft their country, its confti- 
tution and government, and moft important 
concerns.; there are fpecial circumftances of 
trial which fome will be expofed to beyond o- 
thers. Particular connexions of intereft, re* 
fcuioir, friendihip, or dependence, with thoft 
who are engaged in the wicked attempt, the 
force of their perfuafions, the influence of 
their - example ; thefe are fpecial trials of a 
man's firmnefs and conftancy of mind. Such 
enticements are apt to prevail an men, either 
to join altogether in the rebellious enterprife,. 
or at leaft to think favourably of it* fo far 
to embrace the CQrrupt flavifh principles which 
fupport the caufe, as to argue in defence of it* 
and endeavour to make profelytes to it, and 
prepare others for receiving the fatal change 
intended. 

In all thefe refpe&s are times of public di- 
firefs and danger,, times of trial. To purfue 
this view of them further in the conferences 
of fuch a trial j it ferves> 

1. To difcover men to the world, to maker 
them appear in their true colours, to lay opea 

their 
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their real tempers and characters* to the obfer* 
vation of mankind. And this is of great ufe 
to mankind. It makes way for diftinguifhing 
fincere goodnefs, with its due reward of praife 
and honour from the world, and for exclu* 
ding bad men, when fc thus difcovered, from 
iharing any longer in this proper reward o£ 
goodnefe, by the help of a fpecious appearance 
of it. It makes way for the juftice of man-* 
kind, in- rewarding true virtue with due marks 
of eftcem, and punifhmg real vice with con* 
tempt. So far as nien are brought to a juft 
difcovery, this puts a ftop to- the deceitful art3 
€>f bad men* to- the further carrying on of 
their wicked, felfifh, and ambitious defigns* 
under an hypocritical difguife. It enables us 
to diftinguifh who are? worthy pf the truft and 
confidence of mankind ; who defcrve to kav« 
their valuabler«nft«Ssmportant* interefts commit- 
ted to them?, and may be. depended x>n hence- 
forth, as thorough and ftedfaft friends to a 
public intereft. It gives us opportunity of 
diftinguifhing with greater certainty, whom 
we may rely on as fin cere and faithful friends, 
who will ftand by us. in every change of cir- 
cumftances, will love at all times , and fhew 
themfelves born for adverfity^ Prov. xvii. 17. 
As it gives thofe of true and honeft hearts a 
more perfect knowledge o£ one another, it 
makes way for their enjoying one another's 
friendship and fociety with greater fa tis faction*. 
2. Such times of trial ferve to difcover us 
to ourfelves.. And thiols- of the grqateft im- 
1 portanc&t 
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yortance : the whole art of true wifdom and 
virtue, the beginning and progreis of it, our 
continued improvement in it, depends on 
knowing ourfirhes. This . neceflary piece of 
knowledge is beft promoted by the trial of ad- 
verfity. While ire are in eafy jurcumftances, 
we can hardly judge how far the principles of 
goodnefs prevail with us, what degrees of 
ftrength they have acquired. There may be 
weaknefiesand im perfections in us, which we 
hardly obferve, for want of a proper opportu- 
nity of fhewing them to us : jtbere may be 
feeds of bad pstfSous lurking within jus, till 
we meet with fomething to awaken them. 
When therefore we mcjet wkh the trial of fe- 
vere and threatening difpenfations of Provi- 
dence, and are fcxto aft our parts in thefc, 
this gives us Qccafion to know ourfelves more 
thoroughly, what command we really have of 
our own temper. When we are expofed to 
hardships and fufierings in the cauie of truths 
goodnefs and honefty, or in adhering to the 
public intereft, then we come to know by ex- 
periment the ftrengtjh and jtjjic weaknefs of our 
minds. If the trial (hews usia a favourable 
light, as maintaining our ground, and con- 
quering difficulties and temptations, this makes 
way for the greatefl joy and fatisfa&ion, in 
the approving ttftimony pf our own hearts* 
concerning our bravery and conftancy, and 
the reality and ftrength of good principles in 
jus. If .we difcover inftances of weaknefs and 
jmperfe&ion, this makes way for correcting . 

diem. 
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haviour in thefe circumftances, and the ufeftfl 
improvement we are to make of 'them. 

Firfl 3 Let us be led by what hath been faid 
to a fuitable acknowledgement of the wifdom 
of Providence in fuch difpenfations. They 
are ordered by an infinitely wife God, for the 
beft purpofes; for the trial of virtue, to 
diftinguifh the good from the bad, and deliver 
the world from the mifchief of a deceitful 
mafk of goodnefs ; to refine and improve the • 
virtues of the good ; to make virtue fhine the 
brighter, and confequently to recommend it 
the more to the efteem and affeftions of men. 
Outward diftrefles are employed by infinite 
wifdom, to advance the beauty and perfection 
of the moral world : The wickednefs of men, 
cxercifed in afts of violence and oppreffion, 
and in difturbing the public peace, is over- 
ruled, contrary to their intention, into a fub- 
ferviency to the purpofes of goodnefs, and the 
greateft intereft of good men, their further 
amendment and progrefs towards perfe&ion ; 
and when God hath in this way performed his 
whole work upon them, in corre&ing what is 
amifs in them, and exercifing their faith and 
virtue in order to their impx-pvement, he will 
then further maintain the caufe of righteouf- 
nefs, by punijhing thejiout heart of their info*- 
lent oppreflbrs, If. x. 12. The fufferings and 
perfecutions of the good, are made the means 
of advancing the general interefts of religion 
and virtue in the world, by difplaying the 
power and happy influence -of religious prin- 
ciples, 
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ciples, in overcoming outward hardfhips, and 
railing the mind above them ; by fetting forth 
the beauty and glory of virtue to greater ad- 
vantage, as acting its part in circumftances of 
diftrefs 5 and fo recommending it to the hearts 
of men. And this happy effect of fuffering* 
bravely in the caufe of righteoufnefs, hath 
been found to go farther than any influence 
the dread of fuch fuffering hath had to pre- 
judice men againft the caufe, or to make ma- 
ny of its feeming. friends fall off from it. 
Times of perfecution* though they have pro- 
ved a {rumbling-block to many, have, in the 
main, promoted the inrerefts of truth and 
righteoufnefs. So much does an infinitely 
wife God bring good out of evil ! Surely the 
wrath of man Jhall praife hlm y Pf. lxxvi. 10. 

In thefe fevere difpenfations then, ferving 
fuch valuable purpofes, let us acknowledge 
the wifdom and goodnefs of Divine Provi* 
dence ; let us be fo juft as to maintain the 
beft thoughts of the fupreme difpofer of all 
things, to keep up the conftant exercife of 
Jove to him, an entire fubmifiiion and resig- 
nation to his will, all whofe works are done 
in truth and righteoufnefs ; let us fteadily 
truft in him, for an happy ifllie of the worft 
things we fee and meet with, and patiently; 
wait for it. If troubles are not brought tp fo 
Ipeedy a conclufion as we have wifhed and 
hoped for, let it fatisfy us, that the purpofes 
of infinite wifdom in ordering thefe things, 
are not yet fuUy accomplished > and that when 
5 Z thefe 
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thefe are fufficiently anfwered, he will fettle 
all commotions, and finifh his own work in? 
due time, and in the beft and happieft manner. 
Let us wait ou the Lord y and keep his way, Pf. 
xxxvii. 34, 

Secondly, This view in which times of public 
diftrefs have been coniidered, ,gives us inftruc- 
tion concerning our behaviour in thefe cir- 
cumftances, and the ufeful improvement we 
are to make of them. If we are poflefled of 
any thing of true worth, let us be concerned 
to act our parts well in thefe times of trial : 
l^et us improve to proper purpofes the dif- 
coveries they fefve to make; that fo, by a 
right behaviour in thefe circumftances, and sl 
wife improvement of them, we may come ta 
fhine in the glory of a ftedfaft and more exalt- 
ed virtue. 

r. Let us be concerned to aft our parte 
well, and to remain conftantin thefe times of 
trial. Let us endeavour to maintain a reafon- 
able compofure of mind fcttiidft all our out- 
ward difturbances ; not to fuffer our fpirits 
to iink 5 not to be overcome with perplexity,, 
with anxious cares and fearful apprehenfious, 
with unchriftian refentment againft the imme- 
diate authors of our fufferings. Let us be 
careful to maintain a firm and unfhaken faith 
in God, and love to him ; to hold fail our in- 
tegrity, and not to let It go ; to adhere to our 
honeft principles inviolably, whatever dangers 
and inconveniencies this may expofe us to.. 

And 
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And as the prefent ftafe of affairs is more par- 
ticularly a trial of our public virtue, let us,, 
in a fpecial manner, have it at heart to be 
true and faithful to our country, to the church, 
of God, and to our pofterity, whatever dif- 
ficulties we have to ftruggle with. Let us all r 
in. our feveral fiations, fhew a becoming zeal 
and ftedfaftnefs, in fupport of our happy 
conftitution, the government under which 
* we have enjoyed fo many bleffings,. our reli- 
gion, our laws and liberties* againft the dan- 
gers which now threaten them, and whatever 
perfonal hazards we may incur. 

But it wilLbe alledged, That in all this we 
fet up a fhew of public good, and of the 
caufe of religion, in which right and juftice 
are facrificedj which can never be a proper 
fiene for difplaying Chriilian magnanimity,, 
and a true public fpirit amidft trials : That 
the trial of virtue is on the other fide, where 
.men expofe their lives and fortunes in fupport 
of a point of right, as is pretended, for re— 
ftoring a family to their right,, which they have 
been unjuftly deprived of. Concerning this,, 
our confciences have of late been applied to,* 
with ftrong words inftead of argument, un- 
lefs we will take that as an argument^, to be 
told very confidently, that this right is a& 
clear as noon-day ; that we are certainly in our 
confciences andfecret thoughts convinced of it ;. 
that every 'wife and unprejudiced man is in his 
own mind well fatisfied of it. And what is. 
this right fo extremely clear and fUf-cvident„ 
' ' * E3, carrying, 
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carrying fiich irreiiftible conviction along with 
k ? A right in a man to poflefs a nation, a 
large body of mankind, as his property, as 
abfolutely his as his cattle •, a right to difpofe 
of the one, in as abfolute and incontroulable 
ft manner as the other; a right which he can 
never forfeit by the worft ufage of them* 
and which muft defcend from him to his 
heirs as their natural inheritance, unalienable 
on any account whatever. This hath been 
dignified with the name of a divine right, efta.- 
felifhed by God himfelf. 

But, my brethren, let not words impoft 
upon you ; confult your Bibles, and judge 
for yourfelves. I dare appeal to thofe who 
are beft acquainted with the holy fcriptures, 
and have ftudied them moft impartially, if 
they can difcover there the fmalleft founda- 
tion for fuch a right ; if they can find any 
paflage in them, from beginning to end, that 
fo much as eftablifhes one form of civil go- 
vernment as univerfally preferable to all o- 
thers 5 much lefs defcends fo far as to deter- 
mine the right of fucceflion in kingly govern- 
ment. In the government of the Jews; which 
was conducted by an immediate divine inter- 
pofition, do we not find a change made from 
one form to another ? And indeed, fo far 
is there from being any thing which favours 
a divine right of one man to govern by his 
finglewill, that their firft inftitution of go- 
vernment, which God appears to have made 
choice of as beft for that people, was much 

of 
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of a republican form, faving that God him- 
felf was in an extraordinary manner their 
king : And when they themfelves would needs 
have a king to judge them like all the nations 9 
I Sam. viii. 5. that is, an abfolute monarch, as 
appears from the defcription given of him ;, 
it is reprefented, that God, provoked by their 
mnreafonable importunity,, and the ingratitude 
they (hewed to him in the demand,, gave them: 
a king in his anger, Hof. xiii. 1 1. When thus 
they came to be governed by kings, we fee 
that, in the whole courfe of them, which was 
ftill directed by God, no regard was had to the 
fuppofed right of primogeniture, none of them 
being fo much as of the eldeft tribe : And 
after Saul, their firft king, who was of the 
youngeft of the tribes, the rule of lineal fuc- 
ceffion is departed from in both the fucceed- 
ing inftances ; the kingdom paffing altogether 
out of Saul's family, to David, of the tribe 
of Judah, and the youngeft of the family he 
belonged to; from whom it defcended to 
Solomon, one of the youngeft of his ions. 

When the Apoftle Paul exhorts Chriftiatp 
to be fubjeft to 'the higher powers, declaring 
that there is no power but of God\ that the 
powers that be are ordained of God> Rom. xiil. 
1 . &c. \ you may obferve, in the jirfi place^ 
that he cannot be underftood to eftablifh a 
peculiar divine right, in the form of govern- 
ment which then took place among the Ro- 
mans, as if he would give fuch a fanctioa 
to that violent ufurpation upon the Romaix 

liberties. 
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liberties, which introduced the reign of the 

Emperors* His expreffions refpeft no pecu- I 

liar inftitution or fet of magiftrates ; and we 

may be perfitaded, that, had the common- ^ 

wealth ftill fubfifted, he would have faid the 

fame things, and given the fame directions. . 

In the fecond place, you will obferve, that,, in 

thefe exhortations of obedience and fubmif- 

fion to civil governors, he plainly refers to 

the ends of their office, and fuppofes them ^ 

to act agreeably to thefe, as determining the 

grounds and meafures of that obedience and 

fubmiffion they are intided to : Verf. 3. 4. 5. 

u For rulers," fays he, " are not a terror to 

u good works, but to the eviL Wilt thou 

u then not be afraid of the power ? do that 

H which is good, and thou {halt have praife 

" of the fame : for he is the minlfter of God 

** to thee for good. But if thou do that 

** which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth 

** not the fword in vain : for he is the mini* 

•* fter of God, a revenger to execute wrath 

cc upon him that doth evil : Wherefore," for 

thefe reafons, and upon this bottom, " ye 

fc muft needs be fubjeft, not only for wrath, 

* but alfo for confcience fake." This does 

by no means take away from people a right 

to vindicate their liberties, in opposition to 

tyranny j as a tyrant cannot be faid to aft the 

part of a minifter of Cod to others for good\ 

but is quite the reverfe of the character here 

defcribed, being & terror to good works-, and 

not to the evik » 

As- 
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As this pretended divine right to a people as 
a man's abfolute property, a right of fucceed- 
ing to government as a perfon's natural inhe- 
ritance which can on no account be alienated, 
— has not the leaft foundation in fcripture ; 
fo it is in itfelf moft abfurd and unreafonable. 

1 That an office^ the office of government > which 

is of the greateft importance, on the right 
management of which depends the welfare of 

! a whole nation, and the moft valuable inte- 

refts of mankind in this world j that this 
fliould be confidered as a man's ejlate^ an e- 
ftate too which he can never forfeit on any 

* account, an inheritance/ to be tranfmitted from 
father to fon, which one hath an hereditary, 
right of fucceeding to, unalterably^ however 
di/qualified he may be for the office, and for an- 
rwering the ends of it j. that the good God, 
the merciful parent of mankind, fliould have 
given a man an abfolute right to difpofe of 

^ his fellow-creatures, of their lives and for- 
! tunes, as he pleafes j fliould have condemned 

\ a whole nation to an unlimited .fubjedcion ta 

* the arbitrary will of one man and his family, 
» they, and all they have, being ordained the 

proper goods of that family, and hath left na 
lawful remedy in their hands againft the moft 
cruel and oppreffive tyranny, or the profpecl: 
of the continued fucceflion of it : what is 
this, but, in eftec"c, to make God himfelf the 
patron of a perpetual and unalterable tyran- 
ny ? 
In opposition to fuch a pretended right, 
1 ' which* 
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which is equally without foundation in fcpip- 
ttire, and abfurd in- itfelf, the caufe we have 
to maintain is that of the natural rights of 
mankind, aflerted by our glorious Revolution, 
which is now arraigned as rebellion, and at- 
tempted to be overturned ; the right man- 
kind naturally have, to- defend their lives and 
properties againft tyranny and opprefiton, 
fuch as our fathers had to ftruggle with in 
former reigns ; the natural [right of a nation 
to {hake off tyratfny, and to eftablifh to them^ 
felves a free government. It is the caufe of 
Fiberty, fecured by a legal government ; a* go- 
vernment of fettled laivjy and not of arbitrary 
tvilly where the fafety of the* people is deter- 
mined to be the fupreme law, and the end 
of the government itfelf $ the rights of fove* 
reigntjty and the fuccefiion to the crown, e- 
ftablifhed in fuch a way, as at the fame time 
equally eftablifhes the right of the people to be? 
protected in all their valuable interefts, civiL 
and religious. Such is the happy government 
under which we have lived. It is further the 
caufe of trite religion, of pure and genuine 
Chriftianity, reformed from the corruptions of 
Popifh fuperftition and idolatry ; our religious 
liberties, in oppofition to PopUh tyranny over 
the faith and confeiences of men ; thefe inesti- 
mable bleffings fecured by a Proteftant go- 
vernment, the only way in which the religion 
of Proteftants can ever be fecure. 

Thus far I thought it of importance to 
{hew* that there is not the leaft reafon for 

any 
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any honeft mind to doubt, on which fide the 
frial of virtue lies at this tiirie ; that the caufe 
we have to maintain in oppofition to a Popifh 
pretender and his ahettprs, Jbas every thing 
which fhould juftly recommend it, and en- 
gage our moft firm adherence to it ; that it 
is a righteous caufe in the foundation of it, 
as well as of the greateft importance; the 
caufe of mankind, of national juflice and right, 
of true religion and liberty , juftly to be reck- 
oned, on aJU accounts, the caufe of God. 

Warmed with the glorious caufe y let us {land 
our ground againft all the arts and violence 
of our enemies. Their violence we in this 
city have been happily free of for fome time : 
God knows how long we may continue fo, 
and whjether we may not again fuffer the like 
difturbance. The arts of fome of them we 
are ftill expofed to. But let neither thejr 
arts, nor their violence, ever prevail with us 
to abandon the true interefts of ^our country, 
and to favour the, caufe of hereditary tyranny 
and a Popifh government. 

Let no fpecious promifes ever delude us in- 
to an expectation of having our liberties pre- 
fervedj by one who claims us as his rightful 
ilaves, and declares it rebellion in people, e- 
• ver to have vindicated their liberties againft 
the mpft tyrannical government. Let us ne- 
ver be amufed with promifes of having our 
religion fecured, by one brought up in enmity 
to it, obliged by his profefled principles to ex- 
tirpate it on pa'm of damnation, anij to keep 

no 
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no faith to the contrary j his profefled devo- 
tion to the fee of Rome obliging him to hold 
all promifes or ftipulations, w utterly null and 
dS void, of no force or obligation from the be- 
4t ginning, when they are prejudicial in any 
** manner to (what is called) the Catholic 
t( Faith, to the falvation of fouls/* (which is 
maintained to be only in the church of Rome), 
*' to the authority and jurifdi&ton of the 
c< church, or to any of her rights what** 
€t foever; even though fuch engagements 
4€ have been often ratified and confirmed by 
" oath *," This hath been exprefsly decla- 
red 

• There are three remarkable declarations of Pope Cle- • 
rnent XL to this purpofe. One is in his Epijl. & Brev. 
foU Rom. 1714. torn, i. pag, 179, as quoted in the 
Bifhop of Oxford's excellent fermon upon this occafion. 
And the affair to which it refers is this. The Protectants 
of Silefia, by the treaty of Weftphalia, had the free cxcr- 
tifc of their religion, and their churches, above 100 in 
number, fecured to them. After this, their churches were 
taken from them. Charles XII. under (landing that the 
crown of Sweden had been made guarantee of that treaty 
for the Proteftants of that province, accordingly takes 
. them under his protection, and obliges the Emperor, in 
the year 1707, to enter into a new treaty with them at 
Alt-Ranftad in their favour ; by which their churches are 
reftored to them, and the free exercife of their religion, 
according to the former treaty. (See Goithclfii Struv. hi/}. 
Germ. Dijert. 38. p. 1885, and Voltaire's hiftory of 
Charles XII. p. 117. and rx8. Dubl. edit, tzmo.) Con- 
cerning this tran fa <5t ion the above Pope Clement, writing 
to the Emperor Charles VI. hath thcfe words, which I 
ihall fet down as quoted in the Ada Erudit. Lypfii. for 
1717, p. 199. " Majeftati tuz per prsfentes denuncia- 
" mus, ac infimul tradita nobis ab Omnipotente Deo au- ' 

" thoritate 
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-red of very late years, in feveral inftances, by 
the pretended infallible head of that church, 
to whofe authority all her members are bound 
to fubmit. And it is ebfervable, thefe decla- 
rations are made by one of the beft and wi- 
left of all their Popes, and the mod remark- 
able for his moderation. So little place is 
there for infinuating this to be a falfe charge* 
againft the church of Rome, as is done by 
fome, who would have us deal gently with her 
at this time for their fakes^ 2 Sam. xviii. 5/ 
And, that we may not truft, in the prefent 

-" choricate declaramus, prxnarratas didi tra&atus AI- 
" tranftadenfis pa&iones, czteraq; in eo conrcnu, quae 
* c Catholicae fidci, divino culrui, animorum faluti, Eccle* 
4t fixq; author i tad, jurifdidtioni, libertati, acjuribus qui- 
« bufcunq; quomodolibet officiant, cum omnibus & fin* - 
" golis indc fecutis et quandocunq; fecuturis,— ipfo jure, 
** nulla, Jrrita, invalida, injufta, reprobata, inania, vi- 
** ribufq; & effe&u penitus ac omnino vacua, ab ipfo 
«« initio futffe, & effe, ac perpetuo fore, neimncmq; ad 
*• illoram feu cujuslibee flloram, etiamfi ptnries ratificafcft, 
*' ac juramento vallata Gnt, obfervantiam teneri. 1 ' 

In like manner, concerning certain ftipulations made 
■ by the Bifliop of Bafil with ihe Proteftant canton of Bern, 
in the year 1711, the fame Pope pronounees " Ea omnia 
" nulla et invalida, nulliuk roboris aut momenti, neque 
** Epifcopumaut alium quempiam, ad illorum feu cujuf- 
«« libet illorum, etianvfi ratificata et juramento firmata Gnt, 
«« obfervantiam teneri." Epifl. et Brev. torn. i. p. 140. as 
quoted in the fame place of the AH. Ltfpf. 

Another decree of his to the fan\e purpofc in another 
inftance, together with other evident proofs of its being 
an avowed principle of the church of Rome; Not to hep 
faith -with betetiei, the reader may fee in a fifth letter ta- 
ken from the General Evening-Poft, [in the Scots Maga- 
zine 174S, P-S«i] 

Vol. L F <*fe f 
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4ftfe, to feme mens being better than their, 
principles would lead them to be, the perni- 
qipus principle hath always been reduced to 
praftice, whenever there was a fair opportu- 
nity. It hath been felt by the conjtant experi- 
ence of Proteftants, in this and other nations, 
that the moft eyprefs laws, the raoft repeat* 
cd promifee and declaration?, have proved 
ixo fecurity to the Proteftant religion under a 
Popifh prince. Never was there an inftance 
<pf Proteftants enjoying their religion fecurely 
in this fituation, for any time, or without 
ftrong attempts at leaft to deftroy it, which 
have been more or lefs executed, according 
as circumstances favoured. Nor pan it make 
us fecure under the government p( one 
brought up in the church of Rome, though 
we fhould foppofe him indifferent as to reli- 
gion of any kind, on its own account. One 
of this character, having bis interefts depend- 
ing on the power of Rome, will be not the 
lefs capable of employing a pretence of reli- 
gion, and of zeal for the Catholic faith, as aa 
engine of ftate, to promote his own ambitious 
and tyrannical defigns; and it is well known, 
jhat mere political bigots, who have had no 
religipn at bpttom, h a ^e very commonly been, 
{he moft zealous, and difpofed to ftick a,t 
nothing, in carrying on the wicked fc hemes 
of ,awor$i)y policy under a religious pretence; 
,&nd have in tjjis way become t^e moft crueJL 
*erfecutors. 

J^at I fraye now faid, gives me occafion to 

- t advjfe 
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idvife you further, not to' fuffer your zeal iot 
the Proteftant religion, and for its feciirity 
under a Proteftant government, — to be cool w 
ed, by any little attempts which now feem tor 
be made, to reconcile mens minds to Popery', 
and to make the abfurcHties of it appear left 
confiderable than they have commonly beer* 
thought. Let not fuch arts carry oft" youi" 
attention from that character of Popcry r 
'whereby <• it is diftinguifhed from any thing 
vhich can .be charged as abfurd on any forn* 
of religion profefled among Protectants ; thatT 
it authorifes cruelty and perfecmion for con- 
science fake ; obliges to the extirpation of he- 
retics> i. e. Proteftants, by fire and TworcF, 
and to break faith with them whenever the irf- 
terefts of the church of Rome require it y 
things which make Popery, in its own nature y 
xJeftruftive to human fociety, and the pro- 
fefiion of it — an eflential incapacity in: any 
man to govern a Proteftant country. 

Further, let not the examples of others*, 
whatever good opinion you have had of themy 
whatever connections you have with themy 
have influence to draw you into this wicked 
combination, or to make you think favour*- 
ably of it : " Thou {halt not follow a multf- 
■*' tude to do evil, Exod. xxiii. 2. : Let us not 
be moved by any calumnies or revilings wfc 
may be aflaulted with. In fuch times as thefev 
we mayjuftry ripply the comfort of our Si- 
"viour's words, Blejfedare ye when menjhail re- 
vile you} and ferficute -you) and Jball fay ail 
F i manner 
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manner of evil again youfalfely, Matth. ▼. 1 1~ 
In fliort, let no dangers we may at ^ny time 
incur from the malice and rage of our ene- . 
xnies, prevail with us to give up with the wor- 
thy caufe for which we appear : u Be not a- 
" fraid of them that kill the body* smd after 
f< that have no more that they can do," 
Luke xii. 4. Their malice cannot reach tc* 
another world, nor affect our eternal interefts 
there. Even in a prefent view, let us not 
think death the worft thing that can befall us. 
Life, with the curfe of an ill confcience, as 
deferters of the intereft of our country, is in- 
finitely worfe ; in this we would inflict greater 
mifery upon ourfelves, than it is in the power 
of man to do without our confent. 

To eftablifh and ftrengthen our minds, a~ 
midft all our prefent trials, and whatever a* 
thers we may meet with, let us attend to the 
following considerations. 
- (1.) Let us confider the glory of a ftedfaffc 
integrity, and a brave public fpirit ; of adhe~ 
ring, with refolution to the interefts of true re,*- 
ligion and of mankind, defpifing all dangers* 
all the rage and fury of violent men ; of be*» 
.ing able to fay with the apoftle, None of tbefp 
things move mb ; neither count I my life dear 
unto myfelfy fo that I might aft my part well,. 
andfinifb my courfe with joy* Acts xx. 24. Let 
us confider the outward glory which attends 
fuch a character j the glory of being beloved 
.and efteemed by mankind, of receiving their 
truft and confidence, of receiving from them 
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4kc praifes of a ftedfaft- ufefulnefs", of an iin* 
fhaken integrity, and faithfulnefs to their im-f- 
' portant interefts ; the glory of being ufefal. 
examples to animate others to the like worthy 
behaviour. But there is a glory independent 
of the world, and far preferable to all hunum. 
applaufe, which attends conftanty a»d forti-*- 
tude of mind in overcoming trials 5 the ap* 
proving teftimony of confeience withio- us;. 
3Let us think what peace and fatisfaction, what 
joy and triumph of foul this will* yield us ! A- 
far more folid fatisfaction than we can have iifc 
the greatefiY worldly acquifitions. How vaftly 
ftiperior the joy of this felf-applaufe, to the* 
acclamations of a whole world! To improve 
this to an higher pitch, what unfpeakable fa-- 
tisf action Ihall we have in the fenfe of the di-* 
vine approbation F in confiderihg and apply-- 
mg to ourfelves that applaufe which our Lord* 
beftows* on a tried* and ftedfaft goodhefs : (t I 
•* know rhy works", and thy labour, and* thy 
"•* patience; that thou holdeft faff my name^ 
,fr and haft not denied' my faithy* Rev. ii. 2. 1.3.- 
(2.~) Let us confi'dei*- the glorious reward*, 
with which a virtuous conftancy ftiall be- 
"crowned at laft' : Be tb<m faithful* unto death,, 
faith- our Saviour, and I will give thee a creivrv 
of life y Rev. h". 10. Should" we be called* to> 
{Sacrifice our lives in the caufe of religion, and- 
of the liberties of our country, we die' glb-*- 
rioufty, and' fhail reag the fruits of a ftedfaft 
goodnefs in a better world: How delightful; 
wilLit be> beyond conception^ to receive thatc 
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public fentence of approbation from the mouth 
pf the great judge, before angels, and all the r 
world, Well done > thou good and faithful fervent* 
tnter into the joy of thy Lord! Matth. xxv. 2K 
This fhall introduce the faithful fervants of 
God into fulnefs of joy in God's prefence, anc£ 
at his right hand % Pfal. xvi. n. There thejr 
fhall have reft from all their iufferings, and 
enjoy undifturbed happinefs. What an addi-r 
tional pleafure will it then give them, to loofc. 
back on all the trials through which they have 
made their way, and the conftaqcy and ftrengtfc 
of mind which, by divine grace, they have 
ihown ! As conquerors in a noble warfare* 
with what joy and triumph fhall they reflect 
on the aflaults they have fuftained> and the 
dangers they have overcome i 

(3.) Let us attend to the examples of thpfe 
who have acted their parts with bravery and 
cqnftancy, in the like times of trial, or ia 
greater than we have yet met with 5 who, in 
.the caufe of God, have encountered the greats 
eft worldly terrors, bonds, imprifonments, tor- 
tures, and death, with an undaunted mind. 
Let the glory of fuch examples animate our 
ambition in purfuing the like worthy courfe. 
Let us be followers of them y who, through faitk 
and patience , inherit the promifesy Heb. vi. 1 2. 
Let us particularly think of our brave ance- 
stors, who made a noble ftand for religion 
and liberty, againft Popifh perfecution, and 
the violence of arbitrary power ; and at the 
cxpence of their blood and treafure procured, 

and 
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and have tranfinitted to us, the ineftimable- 
Weflings we have enjoyed. As we extol their 
.virtue, and acknowledge them as the glorious- 
inftruments in the hand of God, of convey* 
ing to us the civil and religious advantages we 
have been blefled with ; let us not poorly for- 
feit our fhare in the glory, when we meet wit& 
any meafure of the like trials* Let us enter- 
tain a noble concern,, to have our names re- 
membered with like honour when we are 
gone, and to be remembered by $ur pofterity 
is the inftrumenCs of their happinefs, the 
faithful guardians of a public mtereft in timp 
of danger. Together with a fenfe of glory, 
let us call up any thing of humanity in us* 
Have we any affe&ion for our dear children, 
our own flefl* and blood ? would we wifh tha* 
they fhould be well and happy, when we have 
left the world ? or can we bear the thought of 
their being in a ftate of flavery and mifery* 
having the moft bitter remembrance of us, as 
the betrayers of our country ? If thefe things 
touch us, as they muft do every humane heart, 
then let us be "concerned, at all poffible ha- 
zards, to have the bleffings of a free and hapr 
py government, and of religious liberty, hand- 
ed down to them, to give them occafioa to re- 
member with pleafure, that the dear and in- 
valuable purchafe made by our forefathers, 
hath been carefully preferved and maintained 
by us. 

From the view of inferior examples, let us 
jrife in our thoughts to J ejus the author andjir 

w/ber 
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fl//^ r °f our faithy Heb. xH. 2. 3. j who, ani- 
mated with a moft noble public fpirit, an ar- 
dent zeal for the glory of God, and the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, endured the crofs, defpifing 
thejhame> and is fet down at the right hand of 
the throne of God ; let us conjider him who err* 
dured fuch contradiction of Jtnners againft him*' 
fetf, left we be wearied, and faint in our mindr. 
How fhould it kindle in us a generous ardour 
of foul in encountering trials and difficulties* 
to think that they give us opportunity of difi- 
playing the like virtues of patience, forth- 
tude, a fuperlative love to God, an invincible 
love to mankind 5 , and firm adherence to their 
greateft interefts, for which our Bleffed Re- 
deemer was fo illuftrioHS ! Let us be encou- 
raged :to follow his fteps with unwearied- .con*- 
ftancy, by the aflured hopes of living and 
reigning with him at laft : " To him that o»» 
*' vercometh," fays he, f< will I grant to fit 
•* with me in my throne, even as- 1 alfo over«u 
§€ came, and* am fet down with- my* Father m 
»•* his throne," Rev. iii.21. 
* By fuch conft!enations a» thefe, . let us for- 
iSfy our minds, humbly depending on- God for 
the neceflary aid*' of his grace,, which will not 
fa wanting to our honeft endeavours. Let us 
beg of him, that he would ftnengtherixis with 
•all mighty according to his* glorious power 9 unto 
all patience and long-fujfering- with ]oyfulneffr y 
Col. i. 11. 

Let us further contribute our mutual en- 
deavours) for- animating; and ftrengthening one 

anottexu* 



Times of Triax. '69 

another. Let it make us the more careful e^ 
▼ery one of his own behaviour, and to aft hi* 
own part worthily, — that our example may 
ferve to animate others ; that we may not by 
any difcovery of fhamefui weaknefs or discou- 
ragement, communicate the like feeblenefs of 
heart to them. Let ua enliven and encourage 
one another, by our converfation, our honeft 
cxpreffions of zeal, our mutual exhortations^ 
our commendations of a laudable and brave 
fpirit where-ever it appears, our friendly ad* 
monitions for any iaftances of weaknefs. 

Thus let us Air up ourfelves and one an- 
other to a& our part9 well, and to remain con- 
fiant in thefe circumftances of trial. 

2. Let us now, in the fscond place, refleft 
on fuch times of trial, as difcovering in menp 
behaviour their real tempers and characters 5. 
and let us make a due improvement, of them 
ia this view. They ferve to difcover men to 
the world, and to themfelves. With relation 
to this, I would offer you the following ia,- 
ftruftions. 

(x.) Let not the difcovery which thefe time* 
$f trial make of other men> divert our attention 
from our own hearts. Let us be chiefly coiv 
verfant with ourfelves, attending ta our own 
temper and behaviour. Let it be our princij- 
pal concern, to improve in an acquaintance 
with our own charafter, as difcovered by fuch ' 
trials, and to aft our own parts well in thefc 
trying circumftances. 

(2*) Let not the difcovery which poffibly 

may 
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may be made erf folfetfefs of heart, or of fickle- 
nels and inconftancy in fome, difpofe us to a 
general fufpicion ; like the Pfalmift, who, 
meeting with difappointments, was ready to 
Jay in his hqfte that all men were liars. Let us 
always be willing to think the beft we reafon- 
ably can of mankind, and be ready to do all 
juftice to every man's character. Let us ne- 
Ter entertain with pleafure the difcovery of 
any thing bad ; let it be our greateft fatisfac- 
tion, to difcover and acknowledge any irr- 
ftances of real goodnefs and honefty. 

(3.) While thefe times of trial make difco- 
veries to the difadvantage of fome, let us be 
difpofed fo much the more, to take notice of 
thofe who fhow a ftedfaft goodnefs and inte- 
grity ; who diftinguifh themfelves by their 
conftancy and fortitude of mind, their cou- 
rage and zeal, in a good and worthy catrfe. 
4 Let us be ready to Ihow a juft cfteem of them, 
and to reward them with that praife and ho* 
nour, that truft and confidence which is due 
to them. 

' (4.) Let us always make a difference between 
evident difcoveries of a bad heart, and in- 
ftances of weaknefs and, frailty : thefe, where 
there appears honefty of heart in the main, 
let us learn to touch with a friendly ,and gentle 
hand, fo as not to difcourage thofe in whom 
we take notice of them. Let us be much 
more inclined to difcover and commend what 
is truly praife-worthy, than narrowly to mark 
knperfe&iotts. Thus let us lift up the Bands 

which 
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Tohiifk hang down and the feeble knees, Heb. xii. 

12. 13. and contribute to the healing of that 

which is lame ; Say to them that are of a fear* 

ful -hearty Be Jlrong, fear not, If. xxxv. 

3-4- 

(5.) In the loft pi Act » let us, with all care, 
let about what mainly concerns us, the im- 
provement of thefe trials as means of difcover- 
ing -us to ourfelves. We ought frequently to 
recollect ourfelves in thefe circumftances, and 
carefully examine the particulars of our tem- 
per and conduct. If our own minds approve 
of us upon ferious reflection, let our ex- 
perience of the inward pleafures, of this felf- 
approbation confirm us the more in the paths 
of goodnefs, and excite us to go on in them, 
and infpire us with further refolution for en- 
countering what greater trials may yet caft up 
to us. At the fame time let us be ready to 
acknowledge any inftance6 of weaknefs or in- 
conftancy of mind which may appear in us ; 
let us be willing to fuffer the uneafinefs of dis- 
covering the worft and moft foolifh things a- 
bout us, that we may he excited to correct 
them, and may be ftill rifing to further degrees 
of improvement in wifdom and virtue. 

Thus fhall we come forth out of all our 
trials more glorious in the beauties of bolinefs, 
of a ftedfaft and more refined virtue. Amidft 
all die darknefs and gloom furrounding us in 
our prefent ftate, our path Jhall be as the fhi- 
ning light , <hat Jhineth more and more unto the m 
perfect day, Prpv. iy. 18. In this way, our 
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light aj/Jifthms which arc but for a moment* 
4hall work for us a far more exceeding and e- 
ternal weight of glory > 2 Cor. iv. 17.5 they fhall 
ftrve to train us up for that happinefs, to 
prepare us by the growth of all good difpofi- 
rions for the fublime exercifes and enjoyments 
of that blefled ftate, and to improve our re- 
Jifh for the pure and undifturbed joys we fhall 
then be poflefled of. To which may God of 
his infinite mercy bring us, through Jeiius 
Chrift. Ameru 
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.SERMON in. 

The importance of Religious Knowledge 
to the happinefe of mankind. 

ByHuGnBLAiR, D. D. 

Preached before the Society in Scotland for pro* 
pagating Chriftian^knowledge, Jan. i. 1750. 

Is At ah, xi. 9. 

They Jhatt not hurt nor deftroy in all my holy 
mountain : for the earth Jhall be full of the 
knowledge * of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the fea. 

THis paflage of feripture is underftood, 
by all Chriftian interpreters, to refer to 
the days of the gofpel. The prophet defcribes 
in the context the influence of the Meffiah's 
reign, extending through all nature, and pro- 
ducing univerfal happinefs. This, in its full 
aecompliftunent, doubtlefs, is yet future, and 
rcfpefts fome more advanced period of the 
kingdom of God, foretold in other paflages 
of the prophetic writings \ when true religion 
fhall univerfally prevail, and the native ten- 
dency of the gofpel attain its entire effeft. In 
„ the profpeft of this event, the prophet feems 
to rife above himfelf, and celebrates thofe hap- 
py days in the moft fuWime ftrain of Eaftern 
poetry. He opens a beautiful view of the 
Vol. I. G ftate 
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ftate of the world, as a ftate of returning m- 
' nocence. He reprefents all nature flourifh- 

ing in peace ; difcord and guile abolifhed ; 

the moft hoftile natures reconciled, and the 

j moft favage tamed and reformed : The wolf alfo 

Jball dwell with the lamb, and the leopard Jhall 

lie down with the kid \ and the calf, and the 
young lion, and the failing together^ and a 
little child Jhall lead them* And the cow and the 
bear Jball feed 9 their young ones Jhall lie down 
together \ and the lion Jhall eat Jlraw like -the 
*x ; and the fucking child Jball play on the hole 
of the afp) and the weaned child Jball put his 
hand on the cockatrice-den. They Jball not hurt 
nor deftroy in all my holy piountain : For (^f- 
figning in the text the caufe of this great and 
happy revolution) the. earth Jball be full of the 
knowledge of the Lqri\ • as the waters cover tpe 

Upon reading thefe words, we muft imme* 
diately perceive the great encouragement which 
they give to all good defigns, for promoting 
religion in the world. When we engage in 
this caufe, we hasre the comfort, not only of 
being engaged in a good .caufe, but alfo in one 
that will undoubtedly be fuccefsful. For we 
are here allured, by the divii^e promife, that 
truth and goodnefs fhall at length prevail, and 
the increafing light arid influence t>f religion 
fball introduce general order and happinefs. 
It is a noble find animating thought, that, in 
fuch defigns, we co-operate with God for ad-? 
yancing the kipgjj£>m of the Mefliah, and 

woyk 
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work upon his plan. Nor ought we to be 
difcouraged by thofe unfavourable circum* 
ftances which at prefent opptofe our endear 
vours. Though the ignorance, fuperftition, 
and corruption, that now fill fa mucfr of the 
world, have a dark and myfterious afpeft, it 
is not beyond the power of that fupreme be* 
hig who brings light out of darknefs, to un* 
ravel all thofe perplexed appearances, and 
gradually to extricate mankind from the la* 
byrinth of vice and error. From the prefent 
ftate of the world, it is not mare unlikely, 
that the gofpel fhall one day be univerfally re* 
eeived, and exert its entire influence over th& 
hearts of men ; than once it was, that it 
fhould reach fo far, and demolifh fo much 
eftablifhed fuperftition, as it has already done. 
At the rife of Chriftianity, there was as great ' 
a disproportion betwixt the apparent human 
caufes, and the effeft which has been actually 
produced, as there is, • m our times, betwixt 
the circfcmftances of religion in the world, 
and the effect which we farther expect. . The 
Sun of Righteoufnefs having exerted its in* 
fluence fo far, in breaking through the thick* 
eft darknefs, we may juftly hope, that it i* 
powerful enough to difpel all remaining ob* 
fcurity 5 and that it will afcend by degrees to 
that perfeft day, when healing Jhall be under 
its wings to all the nations. A little one JbaH 
become a thou/and, and a /mail one ajlrong na- 
tion : I the Lord will hajlen it in its time *. 

• If. k. i%. <s 

G 2 Befide* 
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Befides this encouragement to our endea- 
vours for advancing • religion, there is to be 
obferved, in the text, a precife connection, 
marked betwixt the increafe of religious knowr 
ledge and the happinefs of mankind. The 
knowledge of the Lord filling the earthy is dif- 
iinftly affigned as the caufe, why they Jhall 
not hurt nor dejlroy in all GocPs holy mountain* 
To this I am principally to lead your thoughts \. 
as a fubjeft properly fuked to the occafion of 
our meeting, and peculiarly neceflary, as I 
conceive, to be inculcated, in the prefent 
times, which feem to be waxing indifferent* 
more and more, to all religious principles* 
Whether Chriftianity fhall be propagated fur- ) 

ther or not, is treated as a matter of no great 
^concern to mankind. Opinions prevail, that 
moral virtue may fubfift, - with equal advan- 
tage, independent of religion. For moral 
principles great regard is pretended : but ar~ 
tides of religious belief are thought abftracl: 
tenets, remote from life ; points of mere fpe- 
culation and debate 5 of very inconfiderabie in- * 

fluence on the actions of men. The general 
conduft of mankind, it is argued, will al- 
ways proceed upon principles and views of an- 
other'nature ; and therefore religious knowi* 
ledge (lands in no neceflary connection with, 
their improvement or happinefs, Fa& and 
experience is alledged for this. Even amongft 
many who would not be ranged on the iide 
of unbelief, this loofe and indifferent fpirit * 

too much prevails ; and hence the profeflion 

of 
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of religion amongft us is too vifibly finking 
into difrepute. How adverfe all this is to the 
defign which the prefent difcourfe is intended 
to recommend, needs not be faid : how ad- 
verfe it is to the general welfare and moft real 
mtefefts of mankind, I hope, flxall be m^d$ 
evident to candid minds. 

By the knowledge of the Lard, is not to be 
nnderftood the natural knowledge of God on- 
ly. It is plain, the prophet fpeaks of thofe 
times of the MeiEah, when more enlarged 
difcoveries fhould be made to mankind of the 
divine perfections, and of the conduct of the 
divine adminiftration, than mere una&fted 
reafon could reach. The knowledge of the 
Lord, therefore; comprehends not only the 
principles of natural religion, but all the dif- 
coveries' of Chriftianity. In order to perceive 
the importance of this religious knowledge to' 
general happinefs, let us confider manj 

1. As an individual. 

2. Asa-member of fociety; 

I. Considering man as an individual, let 
us inquire how far the knowledge of true 
religion is important, firft, to his improve^ 
xnent ; and, next, to his confolation. 

1. As to the real improvement of man;. 
the advancement of his nature in what is mo- 
rally valuable and ufeful, the acquifition of* 
fuch difpofitions and habits as fit him for 
a&ing his part well on this ftage, and prepare 
him for a* higher ftate of life and aclion here*- 
G 3, after ;i 
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after ; -what benefit does he receive, in thofe 
refpe&s, from religions knowledge and belief ? 
It muft be obvious, that all increase of know- 
ledge is improvement to the nndcrftanding. 
The further its fphere extends, the more ob- 
jefts that are fubmitted to its view and con- 
templation, efpecially jwhen thofe objefts are 
of intrinfic excellence, the more that rational 
power which is the glory of man, is in the 
courfe of attaining its proper ftrength and 
maturity. Hence Truth is juftly faid to be 
the food of the foul. But were the knowledge 
of religion merely fpeculative, though the 
fpeculation muft be allowed to be noble, , yet 
lefs could be faid of its importance. We re- 
commend it to mankind, as forming their 
hearts. Pure and exalted conceptions of the 
Deity, fiich as religion gives us;— the uni- 
yerfal Father and righteous Governor of the 
tiniverfe 5 — the Author of every good and perfect 
gift \ himfelf the ftandard of unfpotted perfec- 
tion and goodne{s-,-*condu&ing his whole admi- 
niftration with an eternal regard to order, vir- 
tue, and truth ;— ever favouring the caufe, and 
fupporting the interefts of righteoufnefe, and 
righteous men ; — #nd applying in this direction 
the whole might of omnipotence, and the 
whole art of unerring wifdom, from the begin- 
ning to the end of things : — fuch conceptions 
of the Deity naturally defcend into the heart ; 
kindle the love of goodnefs, and eftablifh a * 
perfuafion of its being our higheft intereft. 
They give a peculiar ftrength to the mind in 
/ the 
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the practice of virtue ; afid they promote * 
chearful acquicfccnce in this fupremely wife 
and r righteous adminiftration, whatever trials 
and Sufferings may arife. 

All the doctrines peculiar to Chriftian re- 
velation are great improvements of what the 
light of nature imperfectly fuggefts* A dif- 
penfation of Providence is made known, par- 
ticularly fuited to the exigencies of man ; cal- 
culated for recovering him from that corrupt 
and guilty ftate into which experience bear* 
witnefs that he is fallen, and for reftoring hiin 
to a ftate of integrity, and favour with his 
creator. The method of carrying on this 
great plan is fuch as gives us the mod affect- 
ing views of the importance of holinefs, and 
of the high account in which it ftands with 
God : The Son of God appearing on the 
earth, and dying as a propitiation for the fins 
pfthe world, that he might bring in everlajling 
righteoufnefs * , that he might purge our con- 
sciences from dead works, to Jerve the living 
Cod + ; that be might redeem us from all iniqui- 
ty, and purify unto himfelf a peculiar people y 
zealous of good works J. Such a merciful in- 
terposition of the creator of the world, ft> 
diftinguiihing a proof of his concern for the 
moral interefts of mankind, is moft proper 
to warm the heart with devotion; and adds, 
to the caufe of goodnefs the force of every 
motive from gratitude and ingenuous affecr 

* Das. U. 34. t Hcb. >*> >4*. t Tit. ii. 14* 

tion* 
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tion. Theffe difcoveries of the gofpel have 
this farther effect, to eftablifh an unfhaken 
confidence in God. They afford an object to 
the mind, on which it can lay hold as the 
fecurity of its hope ; when, with a certainty 
far beyond that of mere abftract argument, 
it appeals to matter of fact ; and is taught to 
fay, He that /pared not his own Son y but de^ 
Euered him up for us alt, how /ball he not with 
him alfo freely give us all things * f Hence a- 
rifes the great encouragement to repentance 
and reformation, from the hope of accept- 
ance with God through Jesus Christ, and? 
from the belief of a divine affiftance commu- 
nicated to the upright in heart. Whilft the 
government of ^God is thus rendered mod a*- 
miable, placed in a light moft encouraging to 
every virtuous mind; there is, at the fame 
time, fomething extremely awful and folemn 
in the whole do&rine of the redemption. It 
ftrikes the mind with reverence for the divine 
law 5 pointing at fome deep malignity in fin, 
fome dreadful confequtnees flowing from, it* 
unknown in their caufes, and in their whole 
extent, to the human mind, which moved 
the creator of the world to depart from 
the ordinary laws of Providence, and to un* 
dertake the refttiration of guilty creatures by 
a method fo aftonithmg. Hence mankind 
are awakened to ferious reflection* Hence 
fuch views arife of the taws under which. 

* Rom* viii. 3* . . 

they 
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they are placed, and of the ends of being they 
are bound to fulfil, as give folemnity to vir- 
tue, and reftrain them from trifling with life : 
cfpecially when to this is joined the difcovery 
of the connexion in which this life ftands 
with £ future eternal ftate, for which we are 
now under probation; paffing. through a 
courfe of difcipline, which, according as by 
divine affiftance it terminates in our improve- 
ment in virtue, or, through our own mifconduft* 
leaves us in a corrupt unimproved ftate, will 
difmifs us to lafting abodes either of punifh- 
xnent or reward. This difcovery rifcs far a- 
t>ove thoie faint interrupted hopes, thofc 
feeble ineffectual reafonings, which mere na- 
tural light fuggefts, concerning the future 
condition of mankind. Here we find, what 
alone ean be of any confiderable weight with 
men in practice, — direct promife and threaten- 
ing,— ari authoritative fan&ion given to a law> 
— the governor revealed, — and the motives- 
addrefied to hope and fear, urged home on 
the mind, by Thus faith the Lerd of hqfts. 
Nor are circumftances wanting to imprefs tbp 
imagination in the livelieft manner. The re- 
furreftion of the body, the folemnity of a fu- 
ture judgement, the decifive fentence, the fi- 
nal reparation, and the everlafting manfions 
of the good and the bad, are all fet forth in 
ftrong and affe&ing colours, In fhort, a 
great and magnificent plan of divine adminU 
ftration is opened; and nothing is omitted 
that may give mankind the deepeft fenfe of 

their 
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their being all the fubje&s of the moral go- 
vernment of God. 

The bounds of this difcourfe have allowed 
me to give but an imperfeft view of the great 
principles of religion. From thefe hints, 
however, we may recolleft fo much of the 
Chriftian doftrine, as will be a fufficient foun- 
dation for an appeal to every impartial mind* 
whether the knowledge, the real and firm be- 
lief of thofe principles of religion, be not 
ftriftly connected with the improvement, and, 
of courfe, with the happmels of man. I 
reafon now with thofe who admit, that to be 
virtuous and good is real improvement and 
happinefs. Let them lay what ftrefs they wilt 
upen confeience, upon its natural authority^ 
and the force and evidence of its dictates ; 
obftinate fure they muft be, who will not 
grant, that the natural tendency of thofe re- 
ligious principles is to fupport the di&ates^ 
and confirm the authority of confeience ; to 
awaken, oa various occafions, the moft ufe- 
ful feelings ; to provide additional reftrainrs 
from vice, and additional motives to every 
virtue. Who dares fay, that there is no 
cafe in which confeience ftands in real need 
of fuch affiftance, to direft, where there is 
fo much uncertainty and* darknefs; and to 
prompt, where there is fo much feeblcneft 
and irrtfolution, and fuch a fatal pronenefe 
to vice and folly ? 

But how good fbever the tendency of reli- 
gious principles may be, their a&ual fignifi- 
cancy and influence on life will (till be called 

in 
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ki queftion. This tendency is by various 
caufes defeated : Betwixt the belief of religious 
principles, and correfpondent practice, it will 
be faid, that experience ihows there is no nc- 
ceflary connection ; nor can the propagation 
of the one at all allure us, that proportion- 
able improvements will follow in the other. — 
This is in part granted ; as we grant, that 
knowledge and belief admit of various de- 
grees, before they arrive at that Christian faith 
which the fcripture represents as certainly pu- 
rifying the heart. But though the connec- 
tion be not neceflary betjrixt knowledge and 
practice, I hope it will not be denied, that fome 
connection there is. Here then is one avenue 
to* the heart. If the tendency of religious 
knowledge be good, wifdom muft direct, and 
duty oblige us to cultivate it. For tendency 
will, at leaft in fome cafes, become effectual ; 
in more cafes, probably, than are taken no- 
tice of amidft the hurry of the world. Be- 
fides the known and diftinguifhed examples of 
true religion and virtue, which, in every age 
of Chriftianity, have ihone, more or lefs, as 
lights of the world j how many may there 
be, in the more filent fcenes of life, overlook- 
ed by fuperficial obfervers of mankind, on 
whofe hearts and lives religious principles 
have a happy influence ? Even on Ioofe and 
giddy minds, where they are from operating 
their full effect, their influence is not alto- 
ther loft. Religious principles are at leaft a 
cfceck on vice in its career \ they flop it from 

going 
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going its full length j 4nd, though they do 
not entirely reform the mind, are however 
the means of preferring external order, and 
giving a check to open profligatenefs and dif- 
folution of manners. Men that are now bad, 
might probably hare been worfe without 
them, and the world have fnffered more from 
their licentioufnefs. Befides, they often ibw 
latent feeds of goodnefs in the heart, which 
proper circumftances and occafions ripen; 
though the reformation of the offender may 
not be fo confpicuous to the world, as his 
former bad manner^have been. From the 
native tendency of religious knowledge, there 
is reafon to believe* that thofe good effect* 
of it are not fo rare as fome would perfuade 
us ; efpecially when we consider it as accom- 
panied with a divine bleffing. By its nature, 
and plain tendency, it is more reafonable to 
judge of it, than by obfervations drawn from 
a fuppofed experience, which often is narrow 
in its compafs, and fallacious in its conduc- 
tions. 

I admit, indeed, that mere knowledge 1 will 
prove unavailing againft the power of tem- 
per and fettled habits : Thefe, it is faid, go- 
vern the life of men far more than religious 
belief, and will be too hard for all principles 
whatever. Perhaps this is faid with truth. 
But then we ought to confider, that it is the 
nature of religion to work itfelf gradually in- 
to Uj^.affecT:ions, to acquire the dominion of 
the temper, and fo to give rife to habits of 

acting. 
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' afting. Hence the perfe&ion of religious in* 
flueace is, with great juftice and propriety, 
defcribed in fcripture, by a new heart and a 
newfpirit ; when the mind is not involuntarily 
conftrained by principle, but principle forms 
the inward conftitution, and becomes, in a 
manner, the fame with temper and afFcc* 
tion. 

But the actual influence of principle and be* 
lief on mankind, admits of further illustration* 
from uncontefted matter of faft. They who 
hold the good influence of Chriftian principles 
to be fo inconfiderable^s to render the pro- 
pagation of«them of no great importance, will 
be at no lofe to give us inftances of corrupt 
and wrong principles having had a great in- 
fluence on the world. Loud complaints we 
hear from this quarter, of the direful effe&s 
which fuperftition and enthufiafm have pro- 
duced i how they have poifoned the tempers, 
and transformed the manners of men ; and 
have overcome the ftrongeft reftraxnts of law, 
of reafon, and humanity. — Is this then the 
cafe, that all principles, except good ones, 
are fuppofed to be of fuch mighty energy t 
Strange I that falfe religion fhould be able to 
do fo much, and true religion fo little. — 
No impartial inquirer, fure, can be of fuch 
an abfurd opinion. The whole hiftory of 
mankind fhows, that religious belief is no in- 
considerable principle of a&ion. The mifchief 
fiich belief has done, when milled, is indeed 
a good argument to be on our guard agkinft 
Vol. I. H error: 
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error: but, as it is a proof of what' belief 
can do, it is an argument to hope the more 
from it when rightly directed. The fame tor- 
rent that when put out of its natural courfe 
overflows and lays wafte a country, enriches 
the foil when it runs in its proper bed. If it 
be alledgqi, that fuperftition is the more 
powerful principle, by falling in with the cor- 
rupt propensities of mankind ; it may be oppo- 
sed to this, that truth has the divine bleffing # 
and the countenance of Heaven, on its fide, 
l.ej us always hope well of a caufe that is 
good in itfelf, and .beneficial to mankind. 
Truth is mighty, and will prevail. Let us 
fpread the incorruptible feed as widely as we 
can, and truft in God, that he will give the 
jncreafe. So much for the importance of re- 
ligious knowledge to every individual, in the 
way of improvement : Jet us next confi* 
£der, 

2, What it promifes in the way of confo- 
lation, of aid and relief, to man, amidft the 
diftrefles of life. Here it mutt be allowed by 
^11 that religion triumphs ; apd its valuable 
influence in this refpeft, muft be a ftrong ar* 
gument to every benevolent mind, for wifhing 
that influence to be further fpread through 
the world. For, withopt religious principle 
^nd hope, man is a creature miferable and for* 
Jorn. He finds himfelf here a ftranger in a 
wide world, where the powers and operations 
gi nature are very imperfe&ly known ; where 
fep$ gbf capfes a»<J the iffucs of things 

arc 
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are wrapt up in much darknefs ; wherfe he is 
quite at a lofs, or at bcft can form only ad 
uncertain guefs, whence he comes ; for what 
purpofe he was brought unto this ftate of be-» 
ing ; atfd whither he is to go when he de«* 
parts from hence. What a difconfolate fitua- 
Cion is this to a ferious inquiring mind ! Evert 
though h were in a man's pow^r to banifh 
thought, and ro fill up the hours of life with 
perpetual amufement ; life, fo filled up, 
would, upon reflection, appear poor and tri«» 
fling. But far different from this is the real 
condition of man; a being frail and feeble r 
befet with various dangers and ilk, a*nd expo-* 
fed to many a melancholy reflection, when h? 
fees all things around him tranfitory and de- 
caying, and meets with difappointment and 
fbrrow, with vanity and vexation, in all the 
paths of life ! In thisdiftreffed condition, to 
reveal to him fuch diicoveries of God as the 
Chriftian religion affords, isr to reveal to him 
a father and a friend ; is to let in a ray of 
moft comforting light upon the darknefs .of 
human eftate. He who was before a deftitute 
orphan, wandering in the inhofpitable defert, 
has now gained a (helter from the bitter and' 
inclement blaft. He now knows to whom tor 
" pray, and in whom to truft ; where to unbo- 
fbm his forrows ; from what hand to look for 
Jrelief. Certain it is, that when the heart 
bleeds from fbme wound of recent misfor- 
tune, there is nothing of equal efficacy with; 
religious comfort. It is of power to chear the 
H a darkelt 
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darkeft hours, and to aflwage the deepeft woe, 
by the belief of divine favour* and the pro- 
fpe&of happy immortality. Here the mind 
expatiates with joy ; and, when bereaved of 
all its earthly friends, folaces itfelf with the 
thoughts of one friend t^at will never forfake 
it. Thefe principles have a greater and bet- 
ter effect on the heart of a plain, but fincere 
Chriflian, than all the refinements of philo- 
fophy have on the learned. Refined reafon- 
ings may amufe the mind when it is at eafe - % 
may, perhaps, contribute to relieve it, when 
flightly touched with forrow j but when it is 
torn with any fore diftrefs, they are cold 
and feeble, compared with a direct promife 
from the word of God. This is an anchor t* 
the foul both fure andftedfafi. This has gi- 
ven refuge and ftrong confutation to many % 
{nous and virtuous foul, at a time when mere 
reafonings would have proved utterly unavail- 
ing. Befides that they can never be fo ac- 
commodated to the bulk of mankind as to be 
generally ufeful, this great difadvantage at- 
tends them, that they raife more perplexities 
in an inquiring mind »than it is }n their power 
to refolve. Upon the approach of death, e* 
fpecially, this will be felt ; when, if a man 
thinks at all, his anxiety mud naturally increafe 
about the future concerns of his foul. Then 
it is, that the great importance of the difco* 
yeries of the gofpel will appear : not only life 
^nd immortality brought to light, but the path 
opened that leads to life : .a Mediator difco- 

vered* 
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▼ered : mercy proclaimed by the governor of 
the world, through this mediator, to the 
frailties and errors of thofe who are penitent, 
humble, and fincere ; and the prefence of 
their Redeemer promifed to conduct them 
through the valley of the fhadow of death, to 
unfeen habitations of reft, where he hath pre- 
pared their place. Here is ground for good 
mens leaving the world with comfort and 
peace.— —But in this fevere and trying period, 
this labouring hour of nature, how fhall the 
wretched man fupport himfelf, who believes 
not, or knows not the hope of religion ! — 
Secretly confcious to himfelf, that he has not 
acted the part he ought, the fins of his pair, 
fife arife before him in fad remembrance. He 
wifhes to exift after death, and yet is afraid 
of that exiftence.. The governor of the world 
» unknown. His mercy, for any thing that 
he can tell, may be implored in vain ; all is 
myfterious obfcurity ; and in the midft of end- 
lefs perplexities and doubts, the trembling four 

is forced away from the body. As the 

misfortunes of life muft have been infupport- 
able to fuch a man, fo its end is bitter. His 
letting iun goes down in a dark cloud ; and 
the night of death clo&s over his bead, fult 
of mifery. Having no hope, and being -with- 
out God, that is, without the knowledge of 
God, in the worlds are two things moft.juftiy* 
connected by the apoftle, when he is defcri- 
bing the mifery of the Heathen nations *~ 
• Eph. ii. ra, 

H 3 Thus, 
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•— — -Thus,- by means of tht kmwleJge <f ths 
Lord, man, considered as an individual, is both 
improved and comforted : we are next to ihow, 

II. What benefit he receives from- this 
knowledge, as a member of ibciety. Thi* 
branch of the fubject is in part anticipated,. • by 
what has been already feid. For all. lihe u?w 
provement that man, as an individual, re- 
ceives from, religious knowledge, redounds, to 
the benefit of the public. Society reaps the 
fruits of the virtue of all its members j. and a? 
each, apart,, is made better, the whole muft 
proportionably flouriftu But befides this, .re» 
ligious knowledge has a direcl; tendency to 
improve the focial intercourfes of men, and 
to affift them in co-operating for common, 
good. 

For, firil, it forms them for fociety : I* 
civilizes mankind ; it tames the fiercenefs o£ 
their pallions, and wears off the barbarity 
of their manners* Without lorne notions of 
religion, it is much to be queftioned, whether 
any regular fociety ever fubfifted, or could 
fubfift, in the world. All thofe who, in early 
times, attempted to reduce wandering and fcat- 
tered men unco fociety, found it neceffary to 
begin with forae institution of religion : and 
the wifeft legiflators of old, through the 
whole progrefs of their fyftems ctf govern* 
ment > treated it as. eflential to civil polity. If 
^ven thofe imperfect forms of religion, mix- 
ed with fo much error, were important to 

fociety ; 
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ibciety ; how much more that reasonable 
and true worfhip of God which the gofpei 
teaches ? Tree religion introduces the idea 
of regular fubje&ion, by accuftoming man** 
kind to the awe o£ fuperior power, in the 
Deky, joined with the veneration of fuperior 
wifdom and goodnefs. It is, by its nature, 
an afibciating principle, creating new and fa* 
cred bonds of union amongft men. Cammott 
afiemblies for religious wor(hip, and the joint 
veneration of one God •, the. fenfe of being all', 
in common, dependent on the fame fuprerae 
protection, and bound by the fame ties to da* 
ty ; fearers of the fame benefits of religion* 
and expectants of the fame reward,, — tend to 
awaken the fenfe of our friendly relation, to 
knit us together, and ftrengthen our mutual 
connection. 

Turther, religious knowledge affifts all ufe- 
ful and ornamental improvements in fociety* 
It has, in fait* been found, that, along with 
the increase of religious light, learning ha» 
flourifhed, and ufeful arts have been cultiva* 
ted and advanced. The true knowledge of 
the Lord promotes a free and manly fpirib 
It teaches men to think for them fe Ives, to 
form their principles upon a fair inquiry in- 
to the word of God, and not tarefign their 
conferences implicitely to men. Hence it is 
ftrongly connected with a deteftation of op- 
prefhon of every kind, and forms a tafte for 
liberty and laws. We fee that tyrannical go- 
Yeroments have taken the firmeft root, in na- 
tions 



yz Importance of Scr. 3.. 

tions blinded fay Mahometan and Pagan darir- 
nefs, where the throne of violence is fupport- 
cd by ignorance and error. In the Chriftian 
world, as long as Popifb fuperftition reigned 
undifturbed, darknefs, oppreffion, and flave- 
ry, were in its train. For fome centuries 
the cloud fat thick and deep over all Europe, 
and threatened a relapfe unto ancient barba- 
rity ; till, at the aufpicious sera of the Refor- 
mation, together with the true knowledge of 
the Lordy learning, liberty, and arts, began 
to fhine forth, and refume their luftrc. At 
this day, the Proteftant religion is, in out 
own, and fome other ftates, the great buU 
wark of liberty. The promoters of arbitrary 
power know this well ; and hence it has been 
their conftant aim to fubvert it ; and in place 
of the knowledge of the Lord y to eftablifh an 
implicit iubm'iffion to the dictates of men, in 
matters of religion. 

But this is not the whole of that happy in* 
fiuence which religious knowledge exerts on 
fociety. It is not only fubfidiary to its im- 
provement, but ncceffary to its prefervatiom 
It is the very bafis on which it refts. For re- 
ligious principle is what gives mankind the 
fureft hold of one another. That laft and 
greateft pledge of veracity, an oath, without, 
which no fociety can fubfift, derives its whole 
authority from the reverence of God, to ** 
whom it is a folemn appeal. Banifli religious 
principle, and you loofen all the bonds of fo» - 
ciety i you fhake the fundamental pillar of alt 

mutual 
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mutual confidence amongft men * nay, yon 
deftroy the fecurity arifing from laws them* 
felves. For human laws and human fanftions 
cannot extend to numberlefs cafes in which 
the fafety of mankind is highly concerned. 
They would be very ineffectual inftruments of 
the order and peace of lociety, if there were * 
no checks upon men, from the fenfe of di* 
vine legiflation \ if no belief of divine rewards 
and puniihments were to come in aid of what 
human rewards and punlfhments fo imperfect- 
ly provide for. 

Indeed the belief of religion is of fuch im*» 
portance to public welfare, that the moft ex* 
prefEve description we could give of a fociety 
in the utmoft rircumfbances of diforder, 
would be to fay, There was no fiear of God 
left amongft thcta.— Our imagination would 
immediately conceive of them as looJe audi 
lawleis j abandoned to rapine and violence, 
to perfidy and treachery ; deceiving and de- 
ceived j opprefiing and opprefied ; confu- ' 
med by inteftine broils, and ripe for becoming 
a prey to the firft invader. On the other 

hand, in order to any fockty's flourifhing ifc 
ks highest glory, we need only fuppofe the be- 
lief of Chriftian principles prevailing in fuch 
Si degree as to exert their full influence on 
the hearts and lives of all its members. Then 
would the moft amiable fcene open, We 
would fee the caufes of public difunion remo- 
ved, when men were once formed to the pur-J 
fuit of thofe higher interefts which give no 

occafiofi 
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occafion to competitions and jealoufies, and 
warmed with that noble fpirit of love .which 
Our holy religion breathes, and of which it 
hath fet before us fuch illuftrious examples irt 
almighty God, and our bleffed Redeemer. 
We would fee the principles of Chriftian faith 
fliedding over families, neighbourhoods, and 
communities, the comfortable influences of u- 
nity and peace ; like the dew of Hermon % and 
the dew that defcendetb upon the mountains of 
Zion, where the Lord commands fh the Me£ing 9 
even life for evermore *. We would fee them 
infpiring private virtue and public loyalty ; 
reftoring fobriety of manners and fimplicity of 
life ; promoting in every man contentment « 
with his lot, tefignation to divine appoint* 
snent, continual regard to the bleffing of Hea- 
ven. We may extol rfche* and. traffic: 

but, in truth, the prevaJency of fuch princi- 
ples of puUk virtue and concord, forms the 
real ftrength and glory of a nation. In pro- 
, portion as thefe prevail, they raife human fa- 
ciety from that fad degeneracy into which it is 
at prefent funk, and carry k forward, under the 
bleffing of Heaven, towards that happy period, 
when nation fbaU not lift up their fword againjl 
nation, nor war be learned any more f ; when 
there /ball be nothing to hurt nor dejlroy in aB 
the holy mountain of God. 

To convince us yet further of the import- 
ance of religious knowledge to the welfare of 

• PfcU ckxiiii. > f K if. 4. 

fociety, 
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fociety, there is one confideratton which de- 
ferves particular attention. It is, that if good 
feed be not fown in the field, tares will infal- 
libly arife. There is a ftrong propenfion in 
human nature to religion ; a natural prepa- 
ration in the mind for receiving fome impref- 
fions of religious belief. In ignorant and un- 
cultivated minds, fuperftition or enthufiafm 
never fail to graft themfelves upon this root. 
Into what monftrous forms thefe have fhot 
forth, and what various mifchiefs they have 
produced in fociety, is too well known. But 
this is not the whole of the danger. For de- 
signing men are feldom wanting to take ad- 
vantage of popular weaknefs ; and to improve 
a fuperftitious bias to their own ambitious 
and interested cuds. Hence fuperftition, in 
itfelf a formidable evil, threatens confequen- 
ces ftill more formidable, when it is made the 
tool of ambition and intereft. Hence Popery 
has become the means of enflaving che people, 
and exalting the priefts to exorbitant power • 
and, like fome baneful planet, has fhed moft 
malignant influences both on the civil and re- 
ligious interefts of Chriftian fociety. 

As it is the ignorance of true religion which 
gives rife to thofe evils, this furnifhes us with 
one ftrong argument for promoting the know- 
ledge of it in the world; that juft and ratio- 
nal principles of religion may fill up the room 
in mens minds which fuperftition will other- 
wife ufurp, and of which the enemies of fo- 
ciety will make their advantage. This brings 

the 
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the caft nearer to ourfclTes, "by faggefting the 
condition of that part of our own country 
upon which the Society for propagating Chri- 
jkian knowledge have chiefly beftowed their 
care : A part of the country which may be 
confidered as yet rude and uncivilized, where 
fociety has fcarcely rifen beyond its infant 
ftate, and whither the influence of govern- 
ment and order has very imperfcttly reached % 
where the inhabitants, hitherto accuftomed 
to no fubjection, except dependence on their 
chieftains, are inured to rapine, totally ne- 
gligent of the arts of peace, and Grangers to 
cultivated life ; ^where the groffeft ignorance 
and fupcrftition have remarkably reigned, and 
have nourifhed, as their proper offspring, a 
blind attachment to certain pernicious notions 
of government artfully inftilled into their 
minds. If ever the aid of religious knowledge 
was neceflary to eftablifh and aflift fociety, it 
muft be allowed to be neceflary here ; efpecialiy 
as we know Popifh emiflaries have not beer* 
wanting to fow their poifonous principles,* 
and to foment that difaffe&ed fpirit, the vio- 
lent effedls of which Were felt a few years a- 
go ; when we faw them rufhing, like a tor- 
rent from their own mountains, to fpread 
confufion and terror through a peaceful land; 
— — If fo many of our countrymen have hi- 
therto been not only ufelefs, but even danger- 
ous, to the reft of the fociety, ought not alt 
wife and good men to encourage the deflgr* 
of propagating among them thofe principles 

of 
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of true religious knowledge, which may 
reform them from barbarity, and unite 
them to the reft of the fociety ? Regard to 
our own iafety and tranquillity "might alone 
recommend this defign, though no higher 
motive were concerned. The method that 
k employed in carrying it on, muft be allowed 
10 be InconteftaWy proper ; the eftablifhment 
ef fchools for the religious education of youth,, 
who muft otherwife have been void of all mo- 
ral culture, and of courfe have been the pre- 
pared inftruinents of violence and cruelty. 
The good defigns of the legiflature for intro- 
ducing regular government, induftry, and arts, 
into thofe parts of the country, can never be 
purfued with fuccefc, if endeavours be not 
early ufed, to root out bad principles, both 
of religion and government, from their minds, 
and to plant right ones in their place. The 
more dire&ly to co-operate with the legiila- 
ture for civil good, the Society have not con- 
fined their care to religious education ; but 
make it their endeavour to banifii idlencfs, 
and to inftruft youth in fuch arts as may qua- 
lify them to be ufeful members of civil fo- 
ciety # . 

Thefe considerations dircftly refpect the. 
good of fociety. But when we take the ar- 

• The Society are authorised, by a fecond patent, ob- 
tained from the crown, in the year 1738, to caufe/uch of 
the children as they jball think fit % to be tnftruBcd and bred up • 
to husbandry, trades, and manufeBures, or tofitcb other manual 
operations as the Society flail think proper* 

Vol. I. I argument 
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argument that has been treated, in its full ex- 
tent 5 when we confider the importance of re- 
ligious knowledge, to the improvement and the 
confolatibn of every individual, to theprefent 
happinefs of all, and their preparation for fu- 
ture glory ; the motive for fpreading that know- 
ledge through the world receives a great ad- 
dition of ftrength. Is it not an affe&ing 
thought, that there fhould be fo many of our 
fellow-creatures, nay of our fellow-country- 
men, deftitute of all thofe bleflings which 
man may receive from the difcoveries of the 
gofpel ; Jlrangers from the covenant of pro- 
wife, having no hope, and without Cod in the 
world * ? What a melancholy view does it 
give of human nature, to behold fo many 
dark places of the earth full of the habitations 
of cruelty ; where, either funk in total dark* 
jiefs, or enflaved to wild fuperftition, man» 
kind pafs their wretched days, fcarcely raifed 
a degree above the beajts that perifhl It is 
jaoble and generous, to engage in a defign for 
retrieving mankind from fo much miferyj 
for advancing at once their temporal and e» 
ternal interefts ; for bringing fo many fouls 
Jnto the way of life, and acquainting them with 
Jaim, whom to know is life eternal f. Such a 
/defign calls upon eyery lover of mankind for 
encouragement and fupport. As kwas under- 
taken from pious and benevolent views, byjhc 
jnembersof the Society erefted for this purpofe 

f Ephti \l j*. f John xvii. 3. 
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amongft ourfelves ; fo, by the progre& they 
have made, we have great reafon to believe 
it has been carried on with fidelity and zeal. 
Their concern for the. advancement of reli" 
gion has not been confined to our native coun~ 
try. They have fcnt miflionaries among the 
Heathen Indians in our American colonies, 
not without fuccefs. In an undertaking of 
this nature, where the field is fo wide, and 
where fo much yet remains to be done, the 
charitable affiflance of all is mod neceflary^ 
They efpecially who are rich in this world have 
here an opportunity put into their hands by 
Providence of employing, to* the beft advan- 
tage^ fonte of that wealth which they may 
well fpare from accumulating the fuperfluities 
of life. This will be laying up in Jlore for 
themf elves a good foundation agpinft the time to 
come*. This will be the means of making 
the bleffings of thofe who are now ready to 
perifh through lack* of knowledge f defcend up- 
on their heads. This will be the ground of 
joyful and comforting reflexions when all 
the pleafures of life can pleafe no more, What 
a reproach is it to this age of vanity and plea- 
fure, that when no amftance is denied, and no 
cxpence isfpared, to carry on every favour- 
ite fcheme of diverfion and amufement, on- 
ly pious and publiofpirited undertakings are 
iuffered to languid* ! 

1 muft mention one confideration more, 

• i Tim. vj. ip. 

I z which 
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which render ftrch afloctations of godd men* 
to promote Chriftian knowledge, the more 
important, and the more' deferving of our af- 
fiftance at this day. They are not only the 
means of extending Christianity farther than 
it has already reached, but likewise of fupport- 
ing the regard for it at home. They preferve* 
at Ieaft, the face of ferioufnefs amoogft us* 
and contribute to recall ibme degoee of that 
zeal which has fo much decayed. This ren- 
ders them peculiarly feafonable now, when 
a horror at fuperftition and enthufiafm fecms 
to have made us infenfible to the dangers of 
irrcligion, and of indifference about all that ia 
facred ; though this laft is certainly much 
more the general charafteriftic of the prefent 
times than the former ; and threatens that di£* 
folution of manners, which, if it become u- 
niverfal, muft inevitably carry us with fwifm 
fteps to ruin. As therefore we have any. re* 
gard for the moft valuable public interefb, 
let us withftand the torrent of profanity, by 
giving ail public teftimonies of a jutt concern 
for the knowledge and principles of our holy 
religion. Let us both give them all the coun* 
tenance we can at home ; and embrace every 
occafion Providence gives us of extending 
their influence further through the world. 
Thus, whilifc we aft a part which it is de- 
cent and becoming in Chriftians to aft, we 
{hall enjoy the pleafure of having contribjaied 
our endeavours for bringing about that hap- 
py revolution foretold by ancient prophecy ^ 

when^ 
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when, in' the ftyle of fcripture, t here Jhatt 
he one Lord over all the earthy and Bis name. 
One * ; — when his name/ball be great from the 
rifing to the fetting fun f ; when there fball he 
nothing to hurt nor dejtroy in all his holy moun- 
tain ; — bujt judgement fball dwell in the wilder- 
nefsj and right eoufsnefs remain in the fruitful 
jield% j — : the defart fball rejoice > and bloffom as the 
rofe || ; and the earth fball be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord as the waters cover tbe-fea* 



• Zecb. xiv. ^ f MaT. i» x r. \ IC xxkL t* 
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SERMON IV. 

The fituation of the world at the that of 
• Chrift** appearance,, and its conneftion 
with the fuccefs of his religion, confi- 
dered. 

By W i uiam Robertson, D,D. 

Preached before the Society in Scotland for pro^ 
pagating Chriftian Knowledge, Jan. 6. 1755* 

Col oss. u 26. 

JSven the my fiery which hath been hid from ager p 
and from generations , but now is made mani~ 
fejl to his faints. 

THere is no employment more delight- 
ful to a devout mind, than the contem- 
plation of the divine wifdom in the govern- 
ment of this world. The civil hiftory of 
mankind opens a wide field for this pious ex- 
ercife. Careful obiervers may often, by the 
light of reafon, form probable conjectures 
with regard to the plan of God's providence* 
and can difcover a fkilful hand directing the 
revolutions of human affairs, and compafling 
the beft ends b£ the mod effectual and fur- 
prifing means : but facred hiftory, by draw- 
ing afide that veil which covers the counfels of 
the Almighty, lays open his- defigns to the 

view 
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view of his creatures ; and we can there trace 
the fteps which he taketh towards them, with- 
more certainty, and greater pleafiire. The 
fads which infpired writers relate, are no lefo 
infiru&ive than the do&rines which they teach. 
The latter inform us, that God is powerful; 
"and wife, .and good;, the former difcover thofe 
perfe&ions brought fbrch into a£tion, and con- 
firm fpecularive opinions* by veal and ftriking. 
examples. 

The publication and eftabtifbment of Chri>» 
ftianity in the world, is a remarkable event of. 
this kind, and contributes greatly to iHuftratd' 
and magnify the divine power and wifdomv 
From beginnings the moft inconfiderabie, andl 
fcy inftrnments the moft unlikely r the At* 
mighty, with incredible facility, raifed thatf . 
glorious fabrie of his church, which hitherto^ 
hath withftood all the rage of his enemies*, and 
ihe gates of hell, we believe, Jbati not prevail 
againft it # . According to our Saviour's 
beautiful image, the leafl of alt feeds grew 
vp> and waxed a great tree, and fpread out it* 
tranches, and filled the earth f. The hand of 
God Sheltered this feeble plant from the ftorm, 
and by his care it was reared, and cultivated* 
and brought to maturity. The wifdom and 
power of men united to oppofe the dodtrine 
of God : but it confounded the one, and o- 
vercame the other. Neither the bigotry o£ 
the Jews, nor the fuperftition of the Heathen, 

* Matth. xvi. i& f Mafic iv. 31. 
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ctould refift its progrefs ; and in vain did He- 
nri, and PontiusPilate, with the Gentiles, and. 
people of Ifrael, gather themfehes together a-' 
gainft the Lord, and his anointed *. 

Many circumftances concurred in procu- 
ring for Chriftianity fuch a favourable re- 
ception and firm eftablifhment in the world-: 
Whoever reflects upon the fituation of man- 
kind in that period, will' find abundant reafon 
to admire the divine wifdom, which difpo*? 
fed thefe circumftances with fo much art* and 
improved them with fuch ikiU and fuccefs* 
The text naturally leads me to confider the 
condudi and adminiftratiori of providence in 
this particular light : The word of Cod, faith 
the apoftle, the myfiery hid from ages, and 
from generations j is now made manifejl to his 
faints. Why was the gofpel of Chrift fo long 
concealed from the world ? Why was it pu- 
blished at that time ? What do we find in that 
particular juncture to render the difcovery of. 
the Chriftian religion more necefiary, or the 
propagation of it more fuccefsful ? 

In the following difcourfe, Lfhall endea- 
vour to account for this part of the divine oe- 
conomy, by fele&ing fome remarkable circum- 
Jkances, in the fituation of mankind, which? 
prove, that God manifefled the myfiery of the 
gofpel at a time when the world fto.od moil in 
need of fuch a revelation, and was beffc pre- 
pared for receiving it. 

• A<Sb hr. *7« 

The 
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The appearance of Chrift in fa late an age, 
'was an objection raifed, by his ancient adver- 
Jkries, againfi ' the truth- of his miffioa; and 
-modern infidels have not failed to revive and 
Urge it, with their ufbal confidence and tri- 
umph. Bat if we can eftablilh the trnth of 
our general proposition, this cavil falls to the 
' ground, and the divine conduit is fully vindi- 
cated. 

L About the time of ChriftY appearance* 
there prevailed a general opinion, that the 
Almighty would fend forth fome eminent 
meflcnger to communicate a more perfect dis- 
covery of his will to maflkmd. The fupreme 
Being eondufteth all his operations by general 
laws. It feetns to be one among thefc,* that 
fco perfection of any kind can be attained of a 
fodden. The motion by which hb works 
advance towards their fini&ed and complete 
ftate, is gradual and progreffive. This hold* 
with regard to all the produ&ions'm the nx* 
rural, and all the changes in the moral world. 
The fame principle appears to have regulated 
the difpenfations of religion. The light of re* 
relation was not poured in upon mankind all 
tstt once, and with its full fplendor. The ob- 
fcurity of the dawn went before the brightnefe 
of the noon-day. The will of God was at firft 
made known by revelations, ufeful indeed, 
but dark and myfterious. To theii fticceed- 
ed others more clear and perfect. In propor- 
tion as the fituation of the world made it ne- 

ceffary, 
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ceffary, die Almighty was pleafed farther to 
open and unfold his fcheme. And men came . 
by degcees to underftand- this progreffive plan 
of providence, and to conceive how fyftems 
temporary and incomplete might ferve to in- 
troduce that concluding and perfect revelatioa 
which would declare the whole counfel of Cod. /* 
man *. 

The dignity of the perfon employed to pu* 
blifh this revelation, the virtues of his cha- 
racter, the glory of his kingdom, and the 
figns of his coming, were defcribed by the an- 
cient prophets with the utmoft perfpicuity* 
Guided by thisfure word 0/ prophecy, the Jews 
of that age conclude4 the period predetermi- 
ned by God to be then completed j and that 
the fullnefs of time being come, the promifed 
Mefliah would fuddenly appear. Devout per- 
fons among them, waited day and night for the „ 
confolation of Ifrael f ; and the whole nation, 
groaning under the Roman yoke, and Simu- 
lated by the defire of liberty, or of vengeance, 
expected their deliverer with the mpil anxious 
impatience . 

Nor were thefe expectations peculiar to the 
Jews. By their difperfions among fo many 
nations, by their converfation with the learn- 
ed men among the Heathens, and by the 
tramlation of their infpired writings into a 
language almoft univerfal, the principles of 
their religion were fpread all over the Eaft i 

• A&s ix. ay, f Luke ii. a;. 38. 

and 
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and it became the common belief, that a 
prince would arife at that time in judea, who 
would change the face of the world, and ex- 
tend his empire from one end of the earth to 
the other. 

In this due time did the wifdom of God 
{end forth his Son ; not to afiume any ftrange 
character, or to claim any new and unknown 
dignity, but to fulfil all that had been fpohen by 
the mouth of .his holy prophets Jince the world 
began *; While the eyes of men were em- 
ployed in fearch of the promifed Meffiah ; 
while they watched every fign that- could indi* 
eate his coming, and obferved every circum- 
ftance which could lead ihem to difcover him ; 
while the earnejl expectation of all creatures 
waited for the revelation of Cod; at that hap- 
py and favourable juncture was the myftery 
bid from ages manifefted to the world. No 
wonder the Jews fhould receive our Saviour, 
en his firft appearance, not only without pre- 
judice, but even with eagernefs and applaufe ; 
no wonder the Gentiles ihould gather together . 
ynto him, who had fo long been the defire of all 
nations f* Had Chrift been manifefted at a 
more early period, the world would not have 
been prepared to meet him with the fame 
fbndnefs and zeal. Had his appearance been 
put off for any confiderable time, mens ex- 
pectations would have begun to languifh, and 

• A&> ft* »!• t Gen. *lix. 18. $ Hag. it. 7. 
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the warmth of defire, from a delay of gratifi- 
cation! might have cooled, and died away. 

II. But it is not only from circum&ances 
peculiar to the Jews, and neighbouring n£tions t 
chat we conclude the Chriftian religion to have 
been publifhed at the moft proper time : we 
propofe to bring a. farther confirmation of this 
truth, from a furvey of the condition and 
circumftances of mankind in general. Let us 
venture then into this large field, and take a 
view of the political, of the moral, of the re- 
ligious, and of the domeftic ftate of the world. 

We begin by considering the political ftate 
of the world about the time of our Saviour's 
appearance. The world, in the moft early 
ages, was divided into fmall independent ftates, 
differing from each other in language, man* 
ners, laws, and religion. The fhock of fo 
many oppofite interefts, the interfering of fo 
many contrary views, occafioned the moft vio- 
lent convulfions and disorders. -Perpetual dif- 
cord fubfifted between thefe rival-ftates, and 
hoftility and bloodfhed never ceafed during 
that turbulent and reftlefs period. Commerce 
had not hitherto united mankind, and opened 
the communication of one nation with an* 
other. The world may n6w be confidered as 
one vaft fociety, clofely cemented by mutual 
wants, each part contributing its fhare towards 
the fubfiftence, the pleafure, and improve* 
tnent of the whole. But in thofe more fimple 
ages, the intercourfe between nations was ex- 
Z tremely 
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tt-eniely inconfiderable* Voyages into remote 
countries, in queft cither of wealth or off 
knowledge, were very rare. Men moved in a v 
narrow circle, little acquainted with anything 
beyond the limits of their own fmall territory, 
and utter Grangers to the condition and cha- 
falser of dtftant nations. 

At laft the Roman ambition undertook th< 
arduous enterprife of conquering the world* 
and conduced it with fiich refined policy, ir« 
refiftible courage, and inimitable perfeverance* 
as, in the end, crowned the attempt with fuc- 
<efs : They trode down the kingdoms, according 
Co Daniel's prophetic defcription \ by their ex* 
€eeding Jhrengtb they devoured the whole earth *. 
However, by enClaving the world, they civi- 
lized it ; and while they opprefled mankind, 
they united them together. The fame law* 
were every where eftablHhed, and the fame 
languages underftood. Men approached near- 
er to one another in fentiments and manners ; 
and the intercourfe between the moft diftant 
corners of the. earth was rendered fecure and 
agreeable. Satiated with viftory, the firft em- 
perors abandoned all thoughts of new con* 
quefts. Peace, an unknown blefling, was 
enjoyed throughout all that vaft empire j our 
if a flight war was waged on an outlying and 
barbarous frontier, far from difturbing tht 
tranquillity, it fearce drew the attention, of 
mankind. 

• Din. vn. 7. %i* , 

-Vol. I. K Such 
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* Such was the political ftate of the world 
when Chriftianhy made its firft appearance ; 
and, from this reprefentation of it, many cir- 
cumftances occur to juftify the divine wifdom 
in chufing that particular conjuncture for pu- 
biifhing it* During the period which I firft 
defcribed, the propagation of any new relit 
jgion muft have been extremely flow and un- 
certain. How could it have forced its way, 
through innumerable difficulties, arifing from 
the unfettled ftate of the world, from the 
fiercenefe and aaimofity of hoftile and divi- 
ded nations ? The power of God, no doubt, 
could have furmounted all . thefe obstacles ; 
J>ut it is obfervable, that this power is never 
.exerted . biit on the moft neceflary occafions. 
The Almighty feldom effects by fupernatural 
means, any thing which could have been ac» 
complifhed by fuck as are natural. And were 
*ve to judge by maxims merely human, the pro- 
pagation of Chriftianity, in thofe circumstan- 
ces, would have proved not only a dangerous 
t>ut an impoffible .enterprise. 

But, favoured by the union and tranquillity 
o£ the Roman empire, the difciples of Chrift 
executed their eommiffion to great- advantage. 
The fucceft and rapidity with which they dif* 
fufed the knowledge of his name over the 
world, are aftonifhing. This epiftje to the 
£olof&ans was written about thirty years af* 
Iter our Saviour's afcenfion ; and even then 
the apoftle could affert, that the gofpel had 
faea frffifhed to every creature which is under 

heaven K 
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heaven *, i. e. through the whole extent of 
the Roman empire. 'Nations were then acbef- 
fible which formerly had been unknown. Un- 
der this fituation into which the providence of 
God had brought the world, the joyful found* 
in a few years, reached thofe remote corners 
of the earth, into which it could not other* 
wife have penetrated for many ages* 

This view of our fubjeft prefents to us an 
idea of the Chriftian religion equal to the 
greateft and moft magnificent conception of 
the human mind* The nobleft people that e- 
ver entered upon the ftage of the world, ap- 
pear to have been only inftrurnents in the di- 
vine hand, for the execution of wife purpo- 
ses, concealed frttfi themfelve». The Roman 
ambition and bravery paved the way, and pre- 
.pared the world for the reception of the Chri- 
-ftian doctrine : they fought and conquered, 
•that it might triumph with the greater eafe : 
Howbeit they meaned not fo % neither did their 
heart think fo \ but it was in their heart to de~ 
\firoy and cut off nations not a few +. By 
means of their victories, the over-ruling wif- 
dom of God eftablifhed an empire, whicH 
. really poffefles that perpetuity and eternal du- 
ration which they vainly arrogated to their 
own : He erected a throne which Jball continue 
-for ever J, and of the intreafe of that govern- 
ment there fball be no end }• 
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# 
III. Let us eonfider the ftute of die worM 

with regard -to morals. "We cannot expc& 
■to find pure and undefiled virtue among thofe 
people who were defbitute of the inftru&ions* 
the promifes, and affiftance, of divine revela- 
tion. Unenlightened reaibn often errs : un- 
directed virtue frequently deviates from the 
right path. But, even in thofe iefc favour- 
ed ages, righteoufnefs had not altogether 
peri/bed from the earth ; and the nations which 
had not the lavj % did by nature the things contain- 
ed in the taw *• Thofe virtuous but feeble ef- 
forts of the human mind, were encouraged 
*nd feconded by feveral happy circum&ances, 
in the fituation of the world, owing in appear- 
ance to die fagacity of men, but ordained in 
reality by the wifdom of God. One of thefc 
was of a fingular nature, and well deferves our 
particular attention. 

We have already mentioned the early di- 
vifion of the world into fmall independent 
ftates. Thefe ftates, unbroken by the refine- 
ments of luxury, and animated with the no* 
bleft of human paflions, ftruggled for liberty, 
.and obtained it. Lawgivers intimately ac- 
• quainted with human nature, deep politicians » 
and lovers of mankind, arofe in different 
places, and founded thofe equal and happy 
governments, which have been the admira- 
tion and envy of all iucceeding ages. Tem- 
perance, frugality, decency, public fpirit, love 

• RoiB.iL 14. 



at the time of Chrift's appearance. 113 

to their fellow-citizens, magnanimity;" thefe 
are the virtues. which flourtfhed under iuch 
-wife inftitutions. At the fame time, in.thofe 
fmali commonwealths, the conduA of fcvery 
citizen was fubjefted to the eye of the ma- 
giftrate ; and the nature of the government 
obliged him to infpeft their manners* with, 
ieverity. The fmalleft crimes could not e- 
fcape obfervation: even dangerous virtues 
were expofed to cenfure. On this* foundation 
of public liberty did ancient virtue reft; 
an efte& of government little known in mo* 
•dern times, wherein the views of legiflators 
are confined to inferior obje&s. But from 
this fource were derived all thofe fplendid 
actions among the Heathens, which, on the 
one hand, have been fo invidioufly mention* 
«d by infidels as a reproach to our holy re- 
ligion, and, on the other, fo juftly celebrated 
by Chriftians, in order to route the zeal and 
emulation of a degenerate age. 

Virtue, however, did not long enjoy this 
temporary and precarious fupport. Thofe 
wife inftitutions were the works of men, . and 
. mortal like their authors. Some of them 
perUhed by the malignity of internal difeafes : 
and if a vigorous constitution and more toil- 
ful management prolonged the period of o- 
thers, they yielded at laft to the violence of 
external injuries. It was.impoffible either to 
divert or refift the torrent of Roman power : 
it gathered ftrength from oppofitioii, and 
bore down all nations before it. But by 
fcj ' fubduing 
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fubduing the world, the Romans loft their 
own liberty. Many caufes, which it is not 
our prefect bufioefs to explain, concurred in 
producing this effect : Many vices, engender^ 
cd or nourished by profperky, delivered them 
over to the vileft race of tyrants that ever af- 
flicted or difgraced human nature. 

The alliance between morals and govern- 
ment was now broken \ and an influence hi- 
therto fo friendly to virtue, became altoge- 
ther malignant, and was exerted with moft 
fatal fuccefs, to poifon and dehafe the human 
mind. Together with defpotic power enter- 
ed all thofe odious vices which are ttfualiy- 
found in its train : and, in a Ihort time, they 
grew to an incredible pitch* The colours 
are not too ftrong which the apoftle employs 
in drawing the character of that age, co» 
temporary hiftoriaris juftify him, when he de~ 
fcrlbes it. to be alienated from the hfe of Gotl, 
walking in vanky through bbndnefs of mini\ 
to be pajh feeling* and given tip to Iafciviouf- 
nefs, and to work all uncleannefs with greeds 
nefs *. 

In this time of univerfal corruption did 
the wifdom of God manifeft the Chriftian 
revelation to the world ; not to re»eftablifti 
virtue upon the fame infecure foundation off 
civil government ; but to erect it upon the e- 
ternal and immoveable bafis of a religion 
which teacheth righteoufhefs by the author!- 

f £phc£iv. 17. iE. i*» 
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tj of God. What the wifdom of men could 
•do for the encouragement of virtue in a cor- 
rupt world, had been tried during feTcral 
ages ; and all human devices were found, by 
experience,! to be of very {hull avail * fb 
that no juncture could be more proper fo* 
publishing a religion, which, independent 
.on human laws and inftitutions, explain* 
die principles of morals with admirable pe** 
fpkuity, and enforces the practice of them' 
hy rooft periuafive arguments. Had not Chri- 
stianity appeared to check and to mitigate the 
pernicious effects of defpotic unlimited empire, 
it is hard to fay how far they might have gone 
towards extinguifhing the name and exercife 
of virtue among men. This we know, that 
in a moft difiohite age, and under the worft 
government, the primitive Chriftians attained, 
in every virtue, to an eminence of which there 
is no example in the hifiory of mankind. The 
fpirxt of their religion, fuperior to the cor- 
rupt genius of the age, continued pure and 
vigorous ; and men iaw with admiration, that 
when every other foundation of virtue was 
overthrown, the foundation of Cod flood fur e+ 
immoveable amidft the floods which came, the 
rains that defcended, and the winds that hlew 
and beat upon it *. 

IV. Let us confider the world with re- 
gard to its. religious ftatc. The national char 

f Matth. viii. %y 
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rafter of the Jews feems to have been* deeply 
.tinctured with fu perdition. Their early edu- 
cation in Egypt, the example of neighbouring 
nations, the influence of the climate, but a* 
bove all the perverfenefs of their own difpofi- 
tion, rendered this impreflion indelible. Ob- 
ftinate againft all the endeavours employed by 
their divine lawgiver to reprefs or extirpate it, 
this fuperftitious fpirit broke out on every oc- 
casion. Delighted with the ceremonial pre- 
fcriptions of the law, the Jews utterly neglect- 
ed the moral : and, fond of fuch rites as 
pleafe the imagination, they undervalued thole 
duties which improve the heart. This unhap- 
py bias was gready increafed by the doctrine 
of the Pharifees, which reduced the preju- 
dices of their countrymen into a regular fy- 
ftem of fu per ft i tion. By their vain traditions 
they added to the load of ceremonies : by 
their wretched interpretations of the' law, they 
abridged the number of moral precepts. They 
openly preferred the former before the latter; 
and fubftituted obfervances frivolous and in- 
fignificant, in the place of the 'weighty matters 
in the law, judgement, mercy, and faith *. 

While the Pharifees undermined religion 
on one hand, their rivals the Sadducees car- 
ried Qn, from another quarter, a more boid 
and impious attack againft it. By denying 
•the immortality of the foul, they wounded 
Religion in a vital part \ and overturned the 

* Mftttb. xxiii. *j, 
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dottrine <rf future rewards and punifhments, 
which hath been, and muft ever be, the chief 
foundation of virtuous obedience. The prac- 
tice of thefe two contending fefts was per- 
fectly fuitabie to their principles : The fol- 
lowers of the one, were fcandalous libertines; 
the difciples of the other, notorious hypo- 
crites : and between them the knowledge 
and power of true religion were entirely de- 
jftroyed. It -was high time then for the wif- 
-dom erf God to vindicate his injured law, and 
to revive languishing and decayed religion, a- 
mong his ancient people. To recal the Jews 
from their former wanderings, the Almighty ^ 
"had with fuccefs employed the miniftry of hk 
holy prophets : but the malignant diftempeA 
«f that age would not have yielded to arty 
-common remedy ; a conceited and perverfe 
generation would have fiflened to no inferior 
mefienger 5 and therefore the great Prophet 
was fent forth in this due time, to explain, to 
extend, and to perfect the law, andtofillZion 
with judgement and right eoufhefs # . 

But the deplorable iituation of the Heathen 
world with regard to religion, called ftill more 
loudly for an immediate interpofition of the 
divine hand. I fhall not mention the charac- 
ters of the Heathen deities, infamous for the 
ffloft enormous crimes; nor defcribe their 
religious worftip, confining frequently in the 
vileft and mod fhameful rites* Certain it is, 

• If. xxiiii. 5. 
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the. more any man honoured fuch gods, the 
worfe himfelf was ; and the oftener he ferved 
them, the more wicked he would become. " 
- The fpirit and genius of Heathen religion 
are what I (hall endeavour to reprefent. 
Thefe, according to the 'apoftle's obfervation, 
were in all things too much fuperftitious # . State- 
ly temples, expenfive facrifices, pompous ce- 
remonies, magnificent feftivals, with all the 
other circumftances of {hew and fplendor, 
were the objefts which falfe religion prefent- 
ed to its votaries : but juft notions of God, 
obedience to his moral laws, purity of heart, 
and fanftity of life, were not once mentioned 
'as ingredients in religious fervice. Superfti- 
tton never prevailed among any people but 
-at the expence of morals. The Heathen fu- 
• perftition, far from giving any aid to virtue, 
feems not to have had the leaft connection 
-with it. No repentance of paft crimes, no 
future amendment of conduft, are ever pre- 
scribed by it, as proper means of appealing 
their offended deities. " Sacrifice a chofen 
• c viftim 5 bow down before an hallowed i- 
f( mage ; be initiated in the facred my Aeries 5 
" and the wrath of the gods fhal! be averted, 
€i and the thunder {hall drop from their 
" hands." Suitable, to thefe fentiments is 
the behav iour of Balak King of Moab, defcri- 
bed by the Prophet Micah. That prince had 
provoked the God of Iirael j and in order to 

* Ads xvi i. »*, 
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regain his favour, thought of the lame means 
which fuperftition -employs to mitigate the 
rage of its falfe gods, Wherewith, fays he, 
JbaJI I come before the Lord, and bow myfetf be* 
fore the high God ? Shall I come before him with 
burnt-offerings , with calves of a year old? 
Will the Lord be p leafed with thoufands of rams, 
or with ten thoufands of rivers of pil / Shall 
/ give my firft-born for my tranfgreJfion $ the 
fruit of my body, for the fin of my foul # I — To 
dojuftly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with God, were acceptable fervices which 
made no part in the fyftem of Heathen re* 
ligion. 

Happily the wifdom and Simplicity of an* 
cient government checked the progrefs o£ 
this infectious principle, and corrected, in 
fome degree, its poifonous and deftru&ive 
qualities. But no fooner had the tyranny of 
the Roman emperors removed this reftraint, 
by fubverting liberty, than fuperftition made 
its advances on the world by fudden and 
mighty fteps, and exercifed an uncontrouled 
dominion in every corner of the earth. Ty- 
ranny and fuperftition, like thofe other de- 
ftroyers of mankind, famine and peftilence, 
are nearly allied. Superftition breaks the 
fpirit, and prepares it fpr fervitude : Tyranny, 
for this rcafon, encourages fuperftition, and 
employs it as an ufeful auxiliary to illegal 
power, Accordingly Rome adopted the gods 

9 Micab vi. 5. 7. I. 
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of almoft every nation whom (he had con- 
quered ; and opened her temples to the grof- 
r feft fbperftitions of the moft barbarous people.. 
Her fodifb heart being darkened, fhe changed 
the glory of the uncorruptible God, into an i- 
mage made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
*nd four-footed beafls 9 and creeping things *. 

At this time, therefore, did a good God* 
in pity to his deluded creatures, publifh the 
Chriftian revelation. By it the God of truth 
was made known, and the idols of the nations 
no ere moved at his prefence f. Rational and- 
iublime in its do&rines, humane and benefi- 
cent in its precepts, pure and fimple in its 
worfhip, Chriftianity was better calculated 
than any other religion to repreis the inroads 
of fuperftition, and to eftablifh an acceptable 
and manly devotion, confiding in fpirit and 
in truth %. No period can be mentioned 
when inftru&ion in thefe important articles 
would have been napre feafonable or neceft 
dry. The abfurd ficYions and abominable 
practices of fuperftition, had gone near to 
<p(tinguifh the natural fentiments of the hu-» 
n\an mind concerning the fupreme Being, 
and to banifh his name and worfhip from the 
earth. No wonder men under thefe cir-» 
cumftance* fhould liftcn with joy to the 
Chriftian revelation, which delivered them 
from that hateful yoke, and taught them tp 

• Rom. i. ii, »j. f If* *ix* *• I J°hn ,v - *4« 
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Jerve God without fear 9 in holinefs and right e- 
vufhefs before him *- 

V. Let us confider the world with regard 
to its domeflic fituation j a view, perhaps, left 
extenfivc and magnificent than thofe which 
hitherto have engaged our attention, but 
not lefs important. The private and domeftic 
fituation of mankind is the chief circumftance 
which forms their character, and becomes 
the great fource of their happinefs or mifery. 
Any poifon in this fountain, communicates 
itfelf to the manners of men; any bkternefs 
there, infe&s all the plcafures of life* Many 
circumftances of the moft fttal influence on 
domeftic virtue and happinefs, occur to at- 
tentive obfervers of the period wider review. 

Domeftic fociety is founded in the union 
between hufband and wife. Among all civi- 
lized nations this union hath been efteemed 
facred and honourable ; and fromjt are de- 
rived thofe exquifitejoys or borrows, which 
can imbitter all the pleafures, or alleviate all' 
the pains in human life. In the ancient workl i 
there prevailed two praftkes equally perni- 
cious to the peace and happinefs of the mar- 
ried r » ate* From the moft early times, poly- 
gamy feems to have been univerfal among the 
Eaftern nations ; and men married as many 
wives as their fancy wiflied for, or their for- 
tune could maintain. Now this praftice not 
only appears to be contrary to the intention of 

* Luke i. 74. 
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• 
,tlie Almighty, who at firft created but one 

perfon of each fex, and hath fince preferved 
an admirable proportion between the number 
of males and females whom he fends into 
the world; but by it likewife were banifh- 
«ed from domeftic life all thofe enjoyments 
«which fweeten and endear it. Friendfhip, 
ibcial intercourfe. confidence, and the mu- 
tual care of children, were utterly unknown* 
On the one hand, rigour, voluptuoufoefs, 
jealoufy; on the other, fubje&ion without 
}ove, fidelity, or virtue. One half of the 
human fpe/cies became the property of the 
Dther; and the hulband* inftead of being 
the friend and protestor of a wife, was no 
better than the jnafter and tyrant over a flave* 
The envy and.difcord which were introduced 
into the families of Jacob and Elkanah by a 
plurality of wives, are but imperfeA pi&ures 
of the enormities occafiooed by the fame 
practice under mailers lefs virtuous, and in 
3ges more diflbluxe and luxurious. Where* 
ever the ChrijCtian religion is eftablifhed, an 
jend hath beep put to an inftitution fo incon- 
fiftent with the felicity of domeftic life. Mar- 
riage, fuiiable to the ordinance of God, is 
rendered a friendly and indjflbluble alliance 
between two perfons 5 and tranquillity, con*- 
fidence, and joy, blefs an union begun and 
cemented by mutual love,. 

In the \$Teftern parts of the world, the 
p\axim$ with regard to marriage Vfcre morg 
/copfprcnab ) le to nature. One man was confi- 
ned 
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lied to" one Woman : but, at the fame time, 
their laws allowed a pra&ice which introdu- 
ced the moft fatal diforders into domeftic life* 
The Almighty, becavfe of the hardnefs of their 
hearts^ permitted the Jews, on certain oc- 
cafions, to give a writing of divorcement to 
their wives *. According to their ufual 
cuftom, the Jews ftretched this indulgencer 
to moft extravagant lengths ; and, defining 
the cafes in which they pretended divorces to? 
be lawful with a minute and over-curious- 
accuracy, they altogether perverted the ihfti^ 
tution of God. Their doctors permitted di- 
vorces for caufes fo trivial and ridiculous, as 
cannot be mentioned in a grave difcourfe* 
The utmoft diffblution of manners was the* 
effeft of fuch licentious opinions : and our 
Saviour found the abufes to be grown fo e- 
normous, as to render the ftrifteft and moft 
precife limitations of the Mofaic precept ab- 
solutely neceffary. 

Nor was this matter on any better footing 
among, the Heathen natipns. Divorces or* 
very flight pretences were permitted both by 
Greek and Roman legiflators. And thouglir 
the pure manners of thofe republics, reftrain- 
ed, for fome time, the operation of fuch & 
pernicious inftitution ; though the virtue of 
private perfons feldom abufed the indulgence 
which the laws allowed them :' yet no fooner 
had the progrefs of luxury, and the eftablifh- 

» Mark z. 4. 5. 
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meni of defpotic power, vitiated the tafte of 
pen, than the law with regard to divorce* 
was found to be among the worft corruption* 
which prevailed in that abandoned age. The 
facility of reparations rendered married per* 
fons carelefs of obtaining or praclifing thofe 
virtues which render domeftic life tranquil 
and delightful. The education of children 
was utterly neglected by parents, who often 
met together with a feheme of reparation in 
both their thoughts. Marriage, inftead of re-» 
ftraining, added to the violence of irregular 
defire ; and under a legal name, became the 
viteft and moft (hamelefs proftitution. From 
all thefe caufes, the married ftate fell inta 
difreputation and contempt; and it became 
neceflary to force men, by penal laws, inta 
a fociety where they expected no fecure or 
lafting happinefs. Among the Romany do*- 
nieftic corruption grew, of a Hidden, "to an 
incredible height; and perhaps, in the hi- 
ftory of mankind, we can find no parallel to> 
the undifguifed impurity and licenrioufnefk 
of that age *. It was in a good tirne, there* 
fore, that our Saviour abolifhed a prattice 
which had been one of the moft fertile fourcea 
of thefe diforders. The bonds of the mar- 
riage-union were by him rendered almoft 
iaduToluble ; and the cords of love were drawn 
as cloie as poffible. Political projectors may 
pleafe themfelves ' with imaginary advantages 

• Rom. i. »*. &c. 
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lefultipg from the liberty of divorces-; bur 
reason, as well a* the experience of mankind* 
juftify the wiiHom of the divine decree con- 
cerning them. If the manners of "men be not 
extremely pure and fimple, the leaft indul- 
gence in this article hath always proved fatal 
to the peace and virtue of domeftic life ; and 
whatever remains of thefe we now find in a, 
diflblute age, muft be entirely afcribed to 
that regulation in the gofpel ♦, which fuper- 
£cial reafbners reprefent as a grievance, tho* 
k be in truth the greateft blei&ng to man* 
kind. 

If the lives of tbofe who are at the head 
of {lomeftic fociety needed reformation, the 
bufferings of thofe who. were fubjectto them 
merited relief. 

So many are the wants of human fociety, 
that far the greater part of mankind is con- 
demned to conftapt toil and labour in order to 
fupply them. In the ancient world, the con* 
dition of this numerous and ufeful race of 
men differed widely frofa that wherein they 
are now placed* They were not freemen, but 
flaves, wha occupied the inferior, though ne~ 
"ceflary, ftation in fcuman life. Their labour 
was not a voluntary duty to the fociety, which 
intitled them to a reward y it was an hard tafk„ 
impofed without th^jir confent, and exacted 
with. the utmoft rigour. The number of per- 
sons reduced to this unhappy condition was 

» Mauh. v. iu 
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immenfe. In thofe parts of the world whofe 
hiftory and fituation are bcft known, above 
two thirds of the whole inhabitants are com- 
puted to have been in a ftate of ftavery. The 
perfons, the goods, the children of thefe 
Saves, were the property of their mafters, di£ 
pofed of at pleafure, and transferred, Hke any 
other pofleffion, from one hand to another* 
No inequality of condition, no fixperiority in 
power, no pretext of confent, can juftify this 
ignominious depceffion erf human nature, or 
can confer upon one man the right of domi* 
nion over the perfon of another. But not 
only' doth reafon condemn this institution aCs 
nnjuft ; experience proved it to be pernicious 
both to mafters and flaves. The elevation of 
the former infpired them with pride,, ihfblenee, 
impatience, cruelty, and vohiptuoufnefe : The 
dependent and hopeiefi ftate of the latter, de- 
jected the human mind, and extinguifhed e-* 
very generous and noble principle in the heart*. 
Were I to mention the laws and regulations of 
the moft civilized feates among the ancient* 
concerning thefe unfortunate fufferers ; were 
I to relate the treatment which they met with 
from perfons the moft renowned for their vir- 
tue ; maxims fo inhumane, and actions fo bar- 
barous, wcfuld excite the ftrongeft pity and in- 
dignation, in an age which never beheld the 
tyranny of the oppreflbr, nor heard the 
groans of the captive. 

It is true, while men enjoyed thofe wife in- 
ftitutions of government tfhich we formerly 

defcribed, 
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described,, the ftate of Servitude did not be* 
come altogether intolerable j many expedient 
were ufed for mitigating the rigour of com* 
mand, and lightening the yoke of obedience ; 
but upoe ^ftabliflving defpotk government in 
the Roman empire, domeftic tyranny rofe, ir* 
a fhort time, to an aftonifhing height. In that 
yank foil, every vice which power nourifhes ir* 
the great, or oppreffion engenders in die mean*, 
thrived and grew up apace* 
* Here then ia an object worthy the attention 
•f that merciful Cod, who ddivereth the foul 
of the ajjtitttd from violent*, who heareth th* 
cry of the needy y and him who hath no helper # * 
Hie groans ok fuch an innumerable multitude 
of his -reasonable creatures, bereaved of the 
fcobleft privilege of their nature, liberty and 
independence, would not, we may believe, be 
uttered in vain- He could not always keep 
JiUnce, and hejtiU % when he beheld their wretch- 
ed fituation, fo deftru&ive of happinefs, and 
fo fatal to virtue. At laft the divine. wifdom 
h&terpofed ; and when jfce evil had become in- 
tolerable, and feemed to be paft cure, the pro- 
mulgation of Ghriftianity brought an effectual 
and timely remedy. 

It is not the authority of any fingle detach* 
cd precept in the gofpel, but the fpirit and 
genius of Chriftian religion, more powerful 
than any particular command, which hath a- 
bolifhed the practice of flavery through the 

• JPfal. lxxii. «. 
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world. The temper which Chriftianity inipiredy 
was mild and gentle ; and the do&rines it taught, 
added fuch dignity and luftre to human nature, 
as refcued it from the difhonourable fervitude 
into which it was funk. All men, of every 
condition, are declared to be the offspring of 
the fame God, and the heirs of the fame hea- 
venly inheritance. One Saviour redeemed 
them from iniquity by his death, and one Spi- 
rit worketh powerfully in their hearts. Where- 
ever fuch opinions prevail, no human crea- 
ture can be regarded as altogether infignificant 

- and vile : even the meaaeft acquire dignity % 
exterior diftiriftions difappear * % and men ap- 
proach nearer to that original equality in 
which they were at firft placed, and are ftiU 
viewed by their impartial Creator. 

What a wonderful and blefled change hath 
Chriftianity produced in the face of the world ! 
Together with the knowledge of it,, liberty, 
humanity, and domeftic happinefs, diffufed 
themfelves over every corner of the earth* It 
is deemed a virtue, ta admire and praife tho£b 
ittuftrious perfonages who delivered mankind 
from the rage of tyrants, and vindicated the 
violated lawrtnd conftitution of their coun- 
try 1 and is no admiration due to the generous 
fpirit of that religion which reftored liberty, 
not to one Ration or fociety alone, but refcued 

* from the worft fervitude far the gs$ater num- 
ber of the human race, and acquired for 
them that happy freedom which they ftili en- 
joy i When we behold Chriftiaroty making 



at the time of ChrifFs appearance. 129 

its progrefs through the world, and working 
every where fiich an important alteration in 
the condition of mankind, we may well apply 
to a temporal deliverance what the prophet 
ipoke concerning a fpiritual falvation : Behold, 
the acceptable year of the Lord is come ! Liber- 
ty is proclaimed to the captive 9 and the opening 
of the prifon to them that are bound. Theyfhall ' 
reft from their for row, and from their fear, and 
from the hard bondage vt herein they were made 
toferve *. 

The abolition of domeftic flavery was the oc* 
cafion of another change in the manners of 
men, which is no left remarkable. .Captives ^ 
taken in war, were, in all probability, the 
firft perfons fubje&ed to perpetual fervitnde : 
and when the neceffities or luxury of man- 
kind increased the demand for Saves, every 
new war recruited their number, by reducing 
the vanquished to that wretched condition. 
Hence proceeded the fierce and defperate fpU 
rit with which wars were carried on among 
ancient nations. While chains and flavery 

* If. lxi. 1. ; xiv. 5. 

The permiflion of flavery in our Arntrlcan colonies, it 
a fpeeious, not a teal objection a gain ft the reafoning un- 
der this head. The geniu> and tendency of any religion' 
are known by the operations of it* vigorous, not of its 
declining age ; and if avarice" hath revived, in a degene** 
rate world, ad*infHtmion which Chriftianity had utterly 
• abolished, this, like many other vices which prevail a* 
mong Chjiftians, muft be charged upon the corruption o£ 
the human heart, not upoa that religion which teftifies 
agaiaft it* , 
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were the certain lot of the conquered, battles 
were fought, and towns defended, with a rage 
and obftinacy, which nothing but horror at 
fuch a fate could have infpired : but by put- 
ting an end to the cruel inftitution of flavery, 
Chriftianity extended its mild influences to the 
practice of war •, and that barbarous art, fof- 
tened by its humane fpirit, ceafed to be fa 
deftru&ive. Secure in every event of perfonal 
liberty, the refiftance of the vanquiihed be- 
came lefs obftinate, and the triumph of the 
victor lefs cruel. Thus humanity was intro- 
duced into the exercife of war, with which it 
appears to be almoft incompatible ; and it is 
to the merciful maxims of Chriftianity, mucb 
more than to any other caufe, that we muft 
afcribe the little ferocity and bloodfhed which 
accompany modern victories. Even where 
the pafiions of men are fierceft, and mdft high- 
ly inflamed, the powerful genius of our reli- 
gion interpofes, reftrains the fury of war> 
and fets bounds to its deftroying rage. The 
benevolent fpirit of the gofpel delivereth the 
"captive from his fetters, loofeth thofe who were 
appointed to death * ; and faith to the Jword 
that is ready to devour % Return into thy fcab- 
iard, andbeJliU\. 

It hath become a fafhionable topic among 
political reafoners, to celebrate the mildnefs 
and humanity of modern manners, and to 
prefer the character of prefent times,, in that 

• F£Lcii *• _. f J«« **vii. * 
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# at the time of Quaffs appearance. i j * 

refped, before the ancient. To what caufo 
thall we afcribe this important revolution in 
the fentiments and difpofitions of mankind.? 
Not to the influence of betrer-in&ituted go- 
vernments ; for in kgiflative %ifdom the an- 
cients far excelled us * not to the effe&s of a 
betterwlire&ed education ; that duty, fhame- 
fally neglected by us, was among them an ob- 
jeA of chief attention : riot to our fuperior 
renoements in elegant and polite arts ; there 
we miift be content to equal without pretend- 
ing to furpafs the ancients. The Chriftiap re*' 
ligion, bid from ages $ but now manifeftdt to 
the world* is the only caufe capable of produ- 
cing fo great an effect : That wifdom whkb is ^ 
from above, is pure % and peaceable > gentU % eafy 
to be intreatedyfull of mercy *, Genuine Chri* 
ftianity is diftinguHhcd above'all other reli- 
gions bf the mildnefi of its fpirit * the enemy 
of every practice which hardeitt the heart ; the 
encourager of every virtue which renders the 
character humane. Where-ever it hath been 
eftabli&ed in purity, and pra&ifcd with zeal, 
kindnefsy long-fuffering, meeknefs, charity f, 
are the graces which accompany it. Even the 
vices and inventions of men, which have min- 
gled themfelves with the truths of God, have 
not been able entirely to deftroy their effects. 
Under all difadvantages the genius of the go- 
fpel exerts itfelf, civilizing the ficrceft and 
pxQ& barbarous nations, and infpiring a gen* 

• Janes iii. 17. f Qol. Hi. 1*. 
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were the certain lot of the conquered, battles 
were fought, and towns defended, with a rage 
and obftinacy, which nothing but horror at 
fuch a fate could have infpired : but by- put- 
ting an end to the cruel inftkution of flavery, 
Chriftianity extended its mild influences to the 
practice of war ; and that barbarous art, fof- 
tened by its humane fpirit, ceafed to be fa 
deftruftive. Secure in every event of perfonal 
liberty, the refiftance of the vanquilhed be- 
came lefs obftinate, and the triumph of the 
/¥iftor lefs cruel. Thus humanity was intro- 
duced into the exercife of war, with which it 
appears to be almoft incompatible ; and it is 
to the merciful maxims of Chriftianity, much 
more than to any other caufe, that we muft 
afcribe the little ferocity and bloodflied which 
accompany modern victories. Even where 
the paffions of men are fierceft, and molt high- 
ly inflamed, the powerful genius of our reli- 
gion interpofes, reftrains the fury of war, 
and fets bounds to its deftroying rage. The 
benevolent fpirit of the gofpei delivereth the 
'captive from his fetters, loofeth thofe who were 
appointed to death * ; and faith to the /word 
that is ready to devour % Return into thy/cab- 
tard, and be JIM \. 

It hath become a fafliionable topic among 
political reafoners, to celebrate the mildnefs 
and humanity of modern manners, and to 
prefer the character of prefent times,, in that 

* Ffrl. cii. *• . f Jer. xlvii. * 
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# at the time of Chriftfc appearance. i j * 

refped, before the ancient. To what caufe 
thall we afcribe this important revolution in 
the fentiments and difpofitions of mankind? 
Not to the influence of better-inftituted go- 
vernments ; for in kgiflative %ifdom the an- 
cients far excelled lis t not to the effe&s of a 
better-direfled education ; that duty, flume- 
folly neglected by us, was among them an ob- 
ject of chief attention : not to our fuperior 
refinements in elegant and polite arts ; there 
we muft be content to equal without pretend* 
ing to furpafs the ancients. The Chriftian re* 
ligion, hid from ages % but now manifejlet to 
the world, is the only caufe capable of produ- 
cing fo great an efieft : That wifdom which is # 
from above 9 is pure, and peaceable* gentle, eafy 
to be intreatedyfull of mercy *, Genuine Chri- 
stianity is diftinguifhed above"all other reli- 
gions bf the mildnefs of its fpirit ; the enemy 
of every practice which harden^ the heart ; the 
encourager of every virtue which renders the 
character humane, ^There-ever it hath been 
eftabliihed in purity, and pra&ifed with zeal, 
kindnefsy long-fuffering, meeknefs, charity f 9 
ate the graces which accompany it. Even the 
vices and inventions of men, which have min~ 
gled themfelves with the truths of God, have 
not been able entirely to deftroy their effects. 
Under all difadvantages the genius of the go- 
fpel exerts itfelf, civilizing the ficrceft and 
jnoft barbarous nations, and infpiring a gen* 

• Junc»iii* 17. f Qol. iit. i*. 
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were the certain lot of the conquered, battles 
were fought, and towns defended, with a rage 
and obftinacy, which nothing but horror at 
fuch a fate could have infpired : but by put- 
ting an end to the cruel inftitution of flavery, 
Chriftianity extended its mild influences to the 
practice of war ; and that barbarous art, fat- 
tened by its humane fpirit, ceafed to be fa 
deftruftive. Secure in every event of perfonal 
liberty, the refiftance of the vanquilhed be- 
came lefs obftinate, and the triumph of the 
wiftor lefs cruel. Thus humanity was intro- 
duced into the exercife of war, with which it 
appears to be almoft incompatible ; and it is 
to the merciful maxims of Chriftianity, much 
more than to any other caufe, that we muft 
afcribe the little ferocity and bloodflied which 
accompany modern victories. Even where 
the paffions of men are fierceft, and mdu high- 
ly inflamed, the powerful genius of our reli- 
gion interpofes, reftrains the fury of war, 
and fets bounds to its deftroying rage. The 
benevolent fpirit of the gofpei delivereth the 
'captive from his fetters, loofeth thofe who were 
appointed to death * ; and faith to the Jword 
that is ready to devour % Return into thy fcab- 
iard, and be Jill f. 

It hath become a fafliionable topic among 
political reafoners, to celebrate the mildnefs 
and humanity of modern manners, and to 
prefer the character of prefent times,, in that 

• FfrLtiL *• . f Jcr. xlvii. #. 
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# at the time of CHxi&s appearance. i j i 

refped, before the ancient. To what caufo 
thall we afcribe this important revolution in 
the fentiments and difpofitions of mankind ? 
Not to the influence of better-in&ituted go- 
vernments ; for in kgiflative *ifdom the an- 
cients far excelled lis s not to the effe&s of a 
better-directed education ; that duty, flume- 
folly neglected by us, was among them an ob- 
ject of chief attention : riot to our fuperior 
refitments in elegant and polite arts ; there 
we mufi be content to equal without pretend- 
ing to furpafs the ancients. The Chrifttau re* 
ligion, bid from ages, but now manifejiet to 
the world* is the only caufe capable of produ- 
cing fo great an effect : That wifdom whkb is 
from above, is pure 9 and peaceable \ gentle, eafy 
to be intreatedy full of mercy *, Genuine Chri- 
stianity is diftinguiihed above^ali other reli- 
gions bf the mildnefs of its fpirit \ the enemy 
of every practice which hardeitt the heart ; the 
encourager of every virtue which renders the 
character humane. JKThere-ever it hath been 
eftabli&ed in purity, and pra&ifcd with zeal, 
kindnefsy longfufferingy meeknefs % charity t^ 
ate the graces which accompany it. Even the 
vices and inventions of men, which have min- 
gled themfelves with the truths of God, have 
not been able entirely to deftroy their effects. 
Under all difadvantages the genius of the go- 
fpel exerts itfelf, civilizing the fierceft and 
jnoft Barbarous nations, and infpiring a gen* 

• Janet iii. 17. f Qol. Hi. i*. 
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were the certain lot of the conquered, battles 
were fought, and towns defended, with a rage 
and obftinacy, which nothing but horror at 
fuch a fate could have infpired : but by- put- 
ting an end to the cruel inftkution of flavery, 
Chriftianity extended its mild influences to the 
practice of war ; and that barbarous art, fof- 
tened by its humane fpirit, ceafed to be fa 
deftru&ive. Secure in every event of perfonal 
liberty, the refiftance of the vanquilhed be- 
came lefs obftinate, and the triumph of the 
/victor lefs cruel. Thus humanity was intro- 
ductd into the exercife of war, with which it 
appears to be almoft incompatible ; and it is 
to the merciful maxims of Chriftianity, much 
more than to any other caufe, that we muft 
afcribe the little ferocity and bloodflied which 
accompany modern victories. Even where 
the paffions of men are fierceft, and moft high- 
ly inflamed, the powerful genius of our reli- 
gion interpofes, reftrains the fury of war* 
and fets bounds to its deftroying rage. The 
benevolent fpirit of the gofpei delivereth the 
'captive from his fetters, loofeth thofe who were 
appointed to death * ; and faith to the Jword 
that is ready to devour % Return into thy fcab- 
tard, andbejiillf. 

It hath become a faihionable topic among 
political reafoners, to celebrate the mildnefs 
and humanity of modern manners, and to 
prefer the character of prefent times,, in that 

• P&heiL m . f Jer. xlvii * 
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4 at the time of Chxift's appearance. i j i 

refpeft, before the ancient. To what caufe 
ihall we afcribe this important revolution in 
the fentiments and difpofitioos of mankind ? 
Not to the influence of betrer-inftituted go- 
vernments ; for in kgiflative %ifdom the an- 
cients far excelled tit t not to the efie&s of a 
better-<Lire£te4 education ; that duty, fhame- 
fally negie&ed by us, was among them an ob- 
je& of chief attention : not to our fuperior 
refinements in elegant and polite arts ; there 
we mufi be content to equal without pretend- 
ing to furpafs the ancients. The Chriftian re- 
ligion, bid from ages, but now manifeftet to 
the world, is the only caufe capable of produ- 
cing fo great an efieft : That wifdom which is 
from above, is pure, and peaceable, gentle, eafy 
to be int rented, full of mercy *, Genuine Qui-- 
ftianity is diftinguiihed abovcldl other reli- 
gions by the mildnefs of its fpirit ; the enemy 
of every practice which harden^ the heart ; the 
encourager of every virtue which renders the 
character humane. Where-ever it hath been 
eftablifhed in purity, and pra&ifcd with zeal, 
kindnefs, longfuffering, meeknefs 9 charity t^ 
are the graces which accompany it. Even the 
vices and inventions of men, which have min- 
gled themfelves with the truths of God, have 
not been able entirely to deftroy their effc&s. 
Under all difadvantages the genius of the go- 
fpel exerts itfelf, civilizing the ficrceft and 
jnoft barbarous nations, and infpiring a gen* 

• Junes iik 17. f Got. iii. 1*. 
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were the certain lot of the conquered, battles 
were fought, and towns defended, with a rage 
and obftinacy, which nothing but horror at 
fuch a fate could have infpired : but by put- 
ting an end to the cruel inftkution of flavery, 
Chriftianity extended its mild influences to the 
practice of war ; and that barbarous art, fof- 
tened by its humane fpirit, ceafed to be fa 
deftru&ive. Secure in every event of perfonal 
liberty, the refiftance of the vanquilhed be- 
came lefs obftinate, and the triumph of the 
viftor lefs cruel. Thus humanity was intro- 
duced into the exercife of war, with which it 
appears to be aimoft incompatible ; and it is 
to the merciful maxims of Chriftianity, much 
more than to any other caufe, that we muft 
afcribe the little ferocity and bloodfhed which 
accompany modern viftories. Even where 
the paffions of men are fierceft, and mdft high- 
ly inflamed, the powerful genius of our reli- 
gion interpofes, reftrains the fury of war* 
and fets bounds to its deftroying rage. The 
benevolent fpirit of the gofpei delivercth the 
"captive from his fetters, loofeth thofe who were 
appointed to death * ; and faith to the /word 
that is ready to devour % Return into thy/cab- 
iardy and be ftill\. 

It hath become a fafliionable topic among 
political reafoners, to celebrate the mildnefs 
and humanity of modern manners, and to 
prefer the character of prefent times,, in that 

* Ffrl. ciL *• . f Jer. xlvii. #. 
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4 at the time of Chritfs appearance. i j * 

refpeft, before the ancient. To what caufe 
&all we afcribe this important revolution in 
the fentiments and difpofitions of mankind? 
Not to the influence of bctter-inftituted go- 
vernments ; 4 for in kgulative %ifdom the an- 
cients far excelled us * not to the effe&s of a 
better-dire&ed education ; that duty, fhame- 
fally negie&ed by us, was among diem an ob- 
ject of chief attention : riot to our fuperior 
refinements in elegant and polite arts ; there 
we rnuft be content to equal without pretend- 
ing to furpafs the ancients. The Chrifttan re* 
ligion, hid from ages, but now manifeftet to 
the world, is the only caufe capable of produ- 
cing fo great an effe<£t : That wi/dom wkkb is 
from above, is pure, and peaceable, gentle, eafy 
to be intreated,full of mercy *, Genuine Chri- 
ftianky is diftinguifhed above "all other reli- 
gions bjr the mildnefs of its fpirlt ; the enemy 
of every practice which harden^ the heart $ the 
encourager of every virtue which renders the 
character humane. ,Where-ever it hath been 
eftablifhed in purity, and pra&ifed with zeal, 
kindnefs, long-fuffering, meeknefs, charity f, 
ate the graces which accompany it. Even the 
vices and inventions of men, which have min- 
gled themfelves with the truths of God, have 
not been able entirely to deftroy their effects. 
Under all difadvantages the genius of the go- 
fpel exerts itfelf, civilizing the ficrceft and 
jnoft barbarous nations, and infpiring a gen* 

• Janes iii. 17. f.Qol. iit. i*. 
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tlcncfs of difpofitkm unknown to any othe* 
tfdigipn. Together with the beft fpiritual 
bkffings, the moft valuable temporal mercies 
have been communicated to the world by Chri- 
ftianky. * It not only fanclifies our fouls, but 
Refines our manners $ said while it gives the 
prormfes of the next life, it improves and a* 
dorns the prefent. That happy change which 
the wiftk>m of roan could not effed, God in 
his good time accomplished, by maniftftiag t* 
the world the myftery hid from ages and genera* 
tions. 

These obfervations which we have made, 
fugged many ufeful reflections with regard 
to the future and univerfal propagation of 
Christian knowledge. At the time when 
the difciples of Chrift fet out, in obedience to 
their Lord's command, to teach ail nations, no 
undertaking coufd appear jp the judgement of 
man more wild and improbaN* : but befides 
the bleffing of God, which accompanied them 
where-evcr they went, we have discovered fe- 
veral circumftances in the fituation of the 
world which- contributed powerfully towards 
the fuccefs and facility of their etfterprife. 
Aided by thgje, the -worji of God increafed, and 
the number of difciples multiplied greatly *. The 
vuedknefs of Cod became ftronger than men \ and 
in afbort time he enabled the foolijb things of 
the world, to confound the wife \ the weak things 

• A<Sbvi. 7. 
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ff the world, t$ confound the things which are 
firong ; and things that are not y to bring to 
nought things that are *• That the fame ef- 
fectual blefling of God ftilj. continueth to fe- 
cond every fincere and vigorous attempt, to 
fpread the knowledge of his name, we have 
good reafon to believe. "What powerful, un- 
known caufes may co-operate with this blef- 
fing of the Almighty, we are not yet permit- 
ted to difcover : it cannot, however, be more 
improbable, thf£ the influences of Chriftianity 
fhall reach farther, than it once was that 
they fliould reach fo far. And after we have 
fcen the light of the gofpel penetrate into fo 
many darkptaeesofthe earth f why doth it fc _m 
incredible, that its fplendor fhould, at larf, fill 
the world, and fcattef the remainder of dark- 
nefs which covereth the nations * 

It is obvious to obferve one circumftance, 
which cannot fail of introducing the gofpel 
into diftant nations with great advantage. 
That part of tfie^ world wherein Chriftianity 
is eftabliftieS* infinitely furpafies the reft in all 
the fciences and improvements which raife one 
nation above another in reputation or power.. 
Of this fuperiority the Europeans have avail- 
ed themfelves to the utmoft, in every project 
for extending their empire or commerce 5 and 
have brought a great part of the globe into a 
dependence, either upon their arts or arms. 
Now thefe fame attainments in fcience or poli« 

• 1 Cor. I %$. *7* *8. 
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cy, might be employed to good purpofe on the 
fide of religion : and though hitherto fubfer- 
vient to the defigns of intereft Or ambition, 
may we not flatter ourfelves, that, at laft, they 
dhall become noble inftruments in the hand of 
God for preparing the world to receive the go- 
frel ? 

This glorious profpeft may be diftant, but it 
is not imaginary. Even in a degenerate age, 
zealous and attive fpirits have arifen, and fo- 
cieties have been formed upon the generous 
plan of propagating the knowledge of Chrifl: 
to nations far off, which never heard his fame, 
ixor have feen his glory *. What they 'have 
already done, encourages the moft fanguinc 
hopes of farther fucceft : and if it fhall pleafe 
God to increafe the number, and Jlrengthen 
the hands of fuch well-difpofed perfons ; if he 
ihail fee fit, to hajlen his time 'when one Jhall be* 
tojne a thou/and, and a fmall one Jlrong f ; then 
might we expeft, that the knowledge of the Lord 
would Jill the earth as the waters cover the 
fea %; that the dafert would bhjjom as the rofe ||, 
and the 'wilder nefs become a fruitful field ** / 
then might the fpirit of Chriftianity, which 
languifhes fa vifibly in thofe places where it 
hath long been planted, revive with new vi- 
gour in unknown lands, and fhine with its 
iirft fplendor aniong the people who now Jit 
in darknefs, and in the region and Jhadow of 

• • U. Iivi. i*. f If. lx. *. } Ibid. xi. 9. 
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death * ; then might the folitary place re~ 
joke f, the barren break forth into finging | r 
and the tongue of the dumb praife the Lord ||. 

But the converfion of diftant nations is not 
the chief care of the Society for propagating 
Chriftian knowledge : an objefl nearer at hand 
demands their more immediate attention. The 
highlands and iflands of Scotland prefent to 
bs a fcene, which ^ve would little expett in a 
nation where true religion and polifhed man- 
ners have long flourtfhed. There fociety ftill 
appears in its rudeft and moft imperfeft form. 
Strangers to induftry, averfe from labour, in- 
ured to rapine, the fierce inhabitants fcofn 
all the arts of peace, and ftand ready for e- 
very bold and defperate aftion. Attached to 
their own cuftoms, from ignorance and ha- 
bit, they have hitherto continued'a feparate 
people ; and though the religion eftabliiheif 
among them be the fame which we enjoy, its 
progrefs hath been imperfeft ; and the fixed 
paftors were never able to furmount the difad- 
vantages of their fituation, or the obftinacy 
of their people. In this neglected field, the 
enemies of ou* religion and liberty have^ fowri 
the feeds of the worft fuperftition, and thd 
moft. pernicious principles of government. 

This field the Society have occupied, and 
have endeavoured, by their pious care, to ren- 
der many of their deluded countrymen good 

• Matth. iv. t6. f If - " xv « *• ♦ lbid ' H *' *♦ 
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Chriftians and ufeful fubje&s. Happily for 
them, they do not labour alone in this noble 
work. The reformation of the highlands was 
never totally neglected by the legiflature ; but* 
roufed by a late danger, it hath fince merited 
their more particular attention. Suitable ' to 
this view, laws have been enacted with a moft 
humane fpirit, in order to retrieve that part of 
the kingdom from ignorance and barbarifm* 
and to introduce the fame regular government 
and independence which are the blefiings of 
other Britiih fubjefts. From thefe falutary 
law$ the Society expect great affiftance in tha 
profecution of their defign. 

In the mean time they adore- the divine 
goodnefs which hath opened the hearts of 
many charitable perfons among ourfelves and 
neighbours, whofe liberality hath put it in* 
their power to carry on their plan with vigour 
and fuccefs ; enabling them not only to begin 
a good work* but in many places to bring it to 
great perfection. What a reproach will it be> 
to an age wherein no hand is backward to 
fupply the moft extravagant demands of luxu- 
. ry and pleafure, if this generous undertaking 
fhall languiQi and decay for want of fupport ! 
The pleafures after which a giddy generation 
run, are unworthy to he compared^ with that 
facred joy which fills the heart of a Chriftian 
who hath been inftnimental inrefcuing an im- 
mortal foul from vice, in adorning it with 
virtue, in feafoning it with grace, in manifejl- 
ing the myjtery of the goffel ta tho/e/rom whom 

a 
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it was bid, and in feeding the hungry with 
the bread of life. If we ourfelves have tafted of 
the heavenly gift y if we have pajfed front death 
to fife, and have not only heard the found, 
but felt the power of the gofpel, the greater 
will be our zeal in communicating the fame 
glad tidings to others, that they alfo may be 
perfuaded to flee for refuge to the confolations 
which are in Chrift. If honour to our blefled 
Redeemer be the leading principle in our 
hearts, we will never reft fatisfied, till his glory 
Jill the earth, and every knee bow to his f acred 
name. By endeavouring thus to blefs others, 
we ihall draw down the divine bleffing upon 
ourfelves : They that be wife, Jhall fhine as the 
brightnefs of the firmament j and they that turn 
many to righteoufnefs % as theflars for ever and 
rver *. % 
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SERMON 



The nature, reafonablenefs, and advan- 
tages, of Prayer ; with an attempt to 
anfwer the obje&ions againft it. 

- By William Leech man, D. D. 
Firft pubjifhed in the year i?43» 

Ma T t h. xxvi. 41. 
. Pray, that ye enter not into temptation* 

WHen we confider that our blefied Sa- 
viour has commanded us to pray, di- 
rected us in what manner we ought to pray, 
and fet us an example of frequent prayer in 
his own practice ', it muft appear furprifing* 
that any who pretend to be his followers > 
ihould indulge themfelves in a determined 
contempt, or carelefs negleft, of this import- 
ant duty. But, furprifing as it is, a litde ac- 
quaintance with what paffes in the world, 
puts it beyond all doubt, that the exprefs pre- 
cepts, and confpicuous example, of the great 
inftruftor of mankind, with regard to prayer, 
are treated flightly, nay even contemptuoufly, 
by fome of thofe who call themfelves his dif- 
ciples. To what caufes can fuch ftrange in- 
conliftency betwixt the profeffion and pra&ice 
of Chriilians be afcribed i There may be 

many 
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xqany and various caufes of k, according to 
the different turn of mens tempers and pur- 

! fuits in life : but as it would detain us too 

long to enumerate them, all, let it fuffice at 
prefent to take notice of that which every 
one who has reflected on what pafies in the 
world in his own yme, or has looked into the. 
hiftory of former ages, muft have obferved j 
namely, that the beft things may fall into dif- 
repute, and confequently into difufe, for no 
other reafon, but becaufe they have been a* 
bufed by the weak or the artful and designing 
j>art of mankind. Thus prayer, an excellent 
thing in itfelf, and a noble mean of improving 
our fouls in every thing virtuous and praife- 
worthy, is funk into contempt among one part 
of the world, from . this accidental circura- 
ftance, that weak and well-meaning peoplq 
have fometimes fullied its native beauty by a 
mixture of low fuperftition, or becaufe world- 
ly and defigning men have perverted k to ferve 
their wicked purpofes. 

In difcourfing therefore on this fubjeft, it 
is hoped it may not be unufeful, to endea- 
vour, in the jir/l place, To explain the nature 
of prayer ; and to fet it in its true light, by 
ftripping it of all foreign and fuperfluous cir- 
cumftances •, 

In the fecond place, To vindicate it from 
the objections commonly urged againft it; 

i and, 

Thirdly, To point out the advantages which 

arifc 
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arifc from the fincere and ftedfaft practice of 
it. 

Before we enter upon the confideration of 
thefe heads, it is proper to obferve, that pray* 
er is to be underftood in a reftrained fenfe in 
this difcourfe j as fignifying chiefly: that part 
of devotion commonly called petition, as dif- 
tinguifhed from adoration and thankfgiving, 
which are frequently comprehended in the 
meaning of the word prayer. 

I. In order to underftand the nature of 
prayer, let us take notice, that the inward acts 
of mind and heart exerted in it, from which 
the outward expreflions ihould flow, and by 
which they fhould be animated, are principally 
thefe* three following. 

Firft, A lively and intimate perfuafion that 
we are utterly infufficient for our own hap- 
pinefs } and that we depend entirely upon our 
maker for alL we poflefs here, or hope to en- 
joy hereafter. That we are in a dependent 
and indigent, a dark and uncertain ftate of 
being, is pbvious on the firft reflection. We 
difcern, we feel, in ourfelves, many marks of 
our dependence, our indigence, and igno- 
norance. We find ourfelves pofleffed of an 
exiftence which, if we orily regard this pre- 
sent life, is confined within very narrow 
bounds, and extends only to a very fhort pe- 
riod. We fee all creatures about us conti- 
nually difappearing, after having aited their 

£ art 



. part but a few years on this ftage : ancf we 
cannot avoid expecting the fame fate our- 
felves $ that we muft foon withdraw into dark- 
. nefs, and make room for others. As we came 
. into being without qut own choice or con- 
fent, at the pleafure of another ;. fo we muft 
depart out of this ftate of being at the com- 
mand of him who fent us into it. And even 
while we are allowed to continue here, we 
can neither procure for ourfelves all the good 
things we want and defire, nor fecure the pof- 
. feffion of what we already enjoy : we feel ma- 
nifold wants which we cannot fupply : we 
groan under manifold imperfections and in- 
firmities which we cannot remove : we are 
liable to innumerable dangers, many of whicj* 
we do not forefee; and from others* even 
when we do fee them approaching us, we 
cannot defend ourfelves. We are confcioua 
that we are not only in fome inftances weak 
and helplefs ; but very ignorant and uncer- 
tain of many things which nearly concern us* 
"We know not what fhall befal us in our paf- 
fage through this life ; nor at what time, rp. 
what manner, or clrcumftances, we (hall 
make our exit from it into another : neither 
know we what our ftate or employment fhall 
be in thofe other regions into which we 
. muft enter when we depart from this world. 
I But the moft lamentable and mortifying igno- 

| ranee is ftill behind, namely, ignorance of 

I our duty, or the great rule of life ; ignorance 

of our true happinefs, and the way that leads 
i unto- 

r 
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unto it. Though we have fome general know- 
ledge of our duty from the light of reafon 
and revelation ; yet we find that we are not 
only in danger of erring, but frequently 60 
err, in applying general rules to particular m- 
ftances of our conduct. Daily experience con- 
vinces us, that a regard to wordly interefts, 
and the . ftrength of irregular appetites and 
paffions, greatly darken our under/landings, 
and occafion fuch falfe- judgements concerning 
our behaviour, as necefiarily leads us aftray from 
the path of life: and, furely, we have great 
reafon to dread the confequences of a depar- 
ture from the law of righteoufnefs, under the 
government of the righteous judge of all the 
earth. In like manner, though we have fome 
general and fpeculative knowledge concerning 
our true happinefs, or chief good ; yet our 
own experience, as well as obfervation of the 
world, may convince us, that our views of 
it are not fo clear and ftriking as at all times, 
to prevent our purfuing falfe appearances of 
it j for, alas ! how frequently, how fatally are 
we difappointed i finding thofe things vain 
and unfatisfaftory in which our fond ima- 
gination had promifed us happinefs ? We have 
no fecurity in ourfelyes, that we {hall not be 
guilty of the fame tranfgreffions of the law 
of virtue, and the fame departures from the 
path of happinefs, in the fucceeding ftages of 
pur lives, that we have been in the former 
ones. Now every man who has ferioufly 
GOnfidered how wretched and helpfefe he is m 
* ' himfelf* 
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iimfeif, will find the neceffity of flying out 
of himfelf, and of taking refuge in Him who 
who made him, and upholds him in being. 
Which leads us to the - 

Second aft of the foul exerted ia prayer, 
namely, the lifting k .up with the utmoft ar- 
dour, to that greateft and beft of beings, 
who brought -us into life,, .and afligned us our 
ftatioainit; intreating him to teach us what 
pari we fhould aft ; to difpel all that darknefs of 
•ujiderftanding which is fo apt to miflead us from 
the right path ; to forgive our fins and follies ; 
to deliver us from the fatal conferences of all 
our errors ; to greferve us from relapfing into 
them ; and to guide us fafely to fome proper 
manfions of reft, of light, and joy, beyond 
the grave. Every pne who has imprinted on 
his mind a juft fenfe of his ignorance, weak- ' 
nefs, guilt, and danger, will find an inward 
neceffity conftrainjng him to have recourfe, 
in fervent prayer, to the great author of his 
being, to conduft him fafely through this 
ftage of his exiftence, -to continue his pro- 
vidential care in guiding him through the 
valley* and lhadow of death, and to fettle him 
at laft in' fome happier place of abode. 

The third aft of mind exerted in prayer, is 
a firm belief, and allured truft, in that God 
to whom we pray, and on whom we depend, 
that he will not only always do what is beft, 
what tends to the greateft good of the whole, 
fyftem of intelligent beings j but that he will r 
fponer or later, bring every one who fincere* 

• - - i T 



144 [ Pi'iTBi. Ser. 5. 

ly feeks wifdom from him, to the pofleflion 
of perfect virttic and cverlafting happinefs." 
Without this confidence in the infinite mercy 
of the great Father of ail, there would be no • 
foundation for prayer, nor encouragement to 
the practice of it. When we inquire into the * 
doctrine of divine revelation on this head, wc 
find, lively and unfhaken acts of truft in 
God are by it reprefented as equally necef- 
fary and eflential parts of prayer with either 
of thofe already mentioned. <c He that co- 
<c meth to God, muft believe that he is, and 
<c that he is a rewarder of them who diiigent- 
4€ ly feek him", Heb. xi. 6. " If any of you lack 
M wifdom, let him afk it of God, that gtveth 
u to all men liberally, and upbraideth not $ 
* ( and it (hall be given him. But let him afk 
41 in faith, nothing wavering; for he that- 
4< wavereth is like a wave of the fea, driven 
c< with the wind, and tofled," James i. 5. 6. 
There are numberlefs joyful declarations to 
the fame purpofe in the books of the Old 
Teftament : fuch as, <c The Lord is nigh to 
u all them that call upon him in truth : he 
4€ will fulfil the defire of them that fear him ; 
u he alfo will hear their cry, and will favc 
«' them," Pf. cxlv. 18. 19. Our bleffed Sa- 
viour hath exprefsly renewed and confirmed 
all thofe delightful promifes which were pu- 
blifhed by the infpired writers under ' former 
difpenfations : " Afk, (fays he), and it fhall 
€t be given ; feek, and ye fhall find ; knock, 
? and it fhali be opened unto you : for every- 

" one 
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** one that alketb, receiveth ; and he that leek- 
w *• eth, findeth ; and to him that knocketh, it 
** fhall be opened. Or, what man is there 
" of you, whom if his fon aik bread, will 
** he give him a ftone ? or if he aik a £fh, 
<c will he give him a ferpent ? If ye then be* 
4t ing evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
** your children, how much more fhall your 
4t Father which is m hfeaven give good things 
4 * to them who afk him i" ' Matth. vii. 7, 
8. 9. 10. That theft particular and politivc 
declarations of the wilLof God are more fully 
fatisfa&ory to the human mind, and more di- 
rectly calculated to encourage the ftudy and 
practice of true religion* than the general per- 
fuafion that God will always do what is fitteft 
and beft, is fo evident, that it is needle fs to 
ipend time in ilmftrating it. What great num- 
bers of mankind are capable of underftanding 
a plain and exprefs promife, and of drawing 
the higheft confolation and encouragement 
from it, in the courfe of a virtuous life, who 
could never have reafoned out to themfelves 
* a clear and juft character of the Deity ; nor 
inferred from it, that he would conftantly and 
univerfally connect felicity with virtue ? This 
plainly fliews us, that it is an unfpeakable ad- 
vantage, to enjoy fuch a clear revelation of 
the will of God as banifhes all doubt and 
uncertainty concerning the method in which 
he treats his apoftate and guilty creatures. 
But, at the fame time, it may be obferved, 
that there is good ground to hope, it always 
. Vol. L N has 
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has been, is at prefent and will for ever be, 
die great, the ftanding, the invariable law of 
the divine government, to beftow wifdom, 
virtue, and happinefs, upon all thofe who 
afk them with unfeigned fincerity of heart ; 
even though they never heard of thefe com- 
fortable promifes on which our fouls reft fe- 
curely : for it is very obfervable, that thefe 
Joyful aflurances from the great Father of all, 
that he will be found of thofe who feek him, 
are exprefied in fuch general terms, as to ex- 
clude no one, of whatever nation or country. 
Beiides, nothing can be more agreeable to 
the all-perfefi character of him who is no 
reffeEler of ptrfotu, and accepteth thofe in e* 
very nation who fear him, and work righte- 
oufnefs ; than to befriend and aflift all thofe 
who fincerely feek his aid. May we not then 
Jndulge ourfclves in the charitable hope # where- 
ever there was any one found, even in the 
Heathen world, groaning under a fenfe of 
his deep ignorance and depravity, and ear- 
jieftly panting after light and purity; that 
Cod never did deny his grace to'fuch a per- 
son, but enlightened him with as much know- 
ledge as was neceflary for purifying his heart, 
and guiding him forward in the paths of 
goodnefs ? As ij: muft be acknowledged, that 
that fincerity, a.nd honefty of heart, which 
prompts any oji£ to feek direction and affift- 
pn<re from above; is itfe}f a gift, a fpecial gift 
pf God ; fo it fhould likewife be owned, that 
fhere js pp re^fop tp fufpect, that God wity 
« ' . 4enjr 
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• deny what farther light and afiiftance may 1 6 
neceffary for him whom he has already dif- 
tinguiihed fo far with his favour, as to be- 
flow upon him fincerity and uprightnefs of 
heart 5 provided he maintains and cherifhes 
that lovely difpofition, and earneftly a&s the 
dire&ion of Heaven in true humility. 

Before we conclude this head of the dif* 
courfe, let it be remarked, in order to pre- 
vent miftakes, that when it is faid, " God 
••will aecompiifh the defires of thofe who 
• f feek him, w this muft always be underftood 
of thofe who feek him with real fincerity, and 
humility of foul, (virtues indifpenfably requi- 
red in die gofpel of Jefus Chrift) % and who, 
in a conftant dependence on the divine affift- 
ence, exert their utmoft endeavours to da 
. whatever they candifcorn to be the will of 
God. Farther, thisdo&rine of the certainty 
of obtaining our requefts, muft only be un- 
derftood of what is neceffary for enlightening 
and affifting us in the paths of virtue \ and 
fhould by no means be extended to a thou- 
fand other things, which we may defire to 
know or poflefs, though they have no infe- 
parable connexion with our virtue or hap- 
pinefs. We may be apt to wifli, with the 
greateft fondnefs, for uninterrupted health, 
eafe, and pleafure, through our, whole lives 5 
but, in thefe things, we muft not hope to 
be gratified. We muft le^rn to leave the all- 
wife difpofer of every event, to lead us to 
happineis in whatever path he pleafes; whe- 
Nz ther 
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ther it be the hard and rugged one of adver- 4 
fity and affliction, or the more foft and 
fmooth one of profperity and joy. And, 
laftly, let us carefully remember, that there 
is no ground to expect, that even our beft 
and moil pious defires . are to be accomplish- 
ed all at once, and in an inftant : we muft 
wait with patience, till God fhall finifli his= 
own work, by the various methods of his, 
providence and grace.' It is with the works> 
of God within us* as with the works of na- 
tux-e without us : they are not completed all 
at once,, and in an inftant \ they require time* 
and are brought to perfection by flow and in- 
fenfible degrees. A child muft have time to* 
become a man. The tree, which is but ju(| 
now planted, muft have time to grow up 
to its full maturity, and bring forth fruiw 
In like manner, the progrefs of the foul to* 
wards perfection in virtue,- is by flow advan* 
ces : bad habits muft be gradually weakened 
and overcome; and good difpofitions muft 
be raifed to their proper height, by an al- 
moft imperceptible increale. In a word s 
though we may be affured that our heaven* - 
ly Father will bring us to perfection in glory 
and happinefs at laft, yet it is only by the 
flow and alraoft indifcernible fteps of hia 
providence and grace that we muft be ripen-% 
ed for it. 

Now, from this view of prayer* k ap- 
pears, in the firft place, that there is a foun- 
dation laid for it in the nature and circum~ 

fiances 
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dances of mankind, as dependent, ignorant, 
•weak, and guilty creatures ; and in thofe ma- 
nifeftations their creator hath given them of A 
| his glorious perfe&ions, as employed for 

I , their fefety and welfare. And, in. the fecond 

place, from what has been (aid of the in- 
ward atts of mind and heart exerted in 
prayer* we may infer, that every well-difpo- 
•fed perfon (who 'will be at the pains to con- 
• fider thing* impartially* and to diftinguifl* 

betwixt pure prayer itfelf,, and thofe odd and 
> foolifh things which may fometimes* mingle 
with it) muft fee, that it is a thing highly 
* reafonable y that it is unavoidable to thofe 
who allow themfelves to think ferioufly * that 
it is fi( and becoming in the prefent ftate and 
circumftances of mankind v and that it has a 
natural tendency to beg£t and promote all 
thofe amiable and important difpofitions o£ 
mind, which render men happy in themfelves,, 
ufeful in this world, or fit for another. And, 
in the third place, this explication of the 
nature of prayer may furnifh us with proper 
anfwers to the objections againft it, common- 
ly infilled on by thofe whofe mijids are under 
the power of prejudices*. Whic^ leads us to» 
the # 

II. Second lieact propoftd above, namely* 
To- vindicate prayer from the objections com*- 
monly urged againft it. 

Firft, then, it is objected by fome, '" That 

* * aa omnifcient God knows already what we 

N j * f want* 
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«' want, before we afk it ; and to what pur- 
" pofe do we aft: thofe things which he al- # 
** ready knows we ftand in need of : n The 
anfwer to this objection is evident : That the 
defign of prayer is not to inform God of 
things which he did not know before. This 
is fo far from being the defign of it, that e- 
very one, even of the meaneft capacity* ua- 
derftands, that, when he addrenes himfetf 
to his maker, lie ought to have it expreftly 
in his confideration, that he to whom he 
prays, knows all his wants already, every cu> 
cumftance of his condition, and every thought 
of his heart. The real defign of prayer is* 
in the firft place, to exprefs, under a lively 
imprefilon of the prefence of God, the fenfe 
we have of our dependence upon him* of ouf 
manifold wants, and that he alone is able to 
fupply them ; and to make this fenfe mote 
deep and affecting. Now, fince it is a certain 
. truth, that we depend upon God ; and have 
numberlefs wants, the fupplying of which we 
can expect from God alone \ is it not highly 
reafonable and natural, that we fliould ac- 
knowledge this in his prefence, and exprefs to 
him our defires, and our dependence upon 
Urn? Does not fuch ack^owlegements, fre- 
quently made to him, naturally v tend td 
ftrengthen our fenfe of this truth, and to make 
it more deeply affecting ? Will any one ven- 
ture to aflert that this truth is not to be thus 
owned ? Where is the man who dares pre- 
tend to have credit and authority fuflicient to 

controul 
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controul this truth ? Is not this a truth own* 
ed by angels in heaven, as weU as men upon 
earth ? Is not this a truth which {hall be for 
ever owned by a dependent world ? Beiides*' 
is not this a truth in which we are deeply in- 
terefted ? Is it not of the higheft importance 
toward cultivating all other good difpofitions, 
that we have the moft lively imprefGons of 
this truth, and ufe the moft natural means 
of making them lively ? As our dependence 
upon God is the primary, the moft im- 
portant of all relations, and the foundation 
of all others ; the deepeft fenfe and acknow- 
ledgement of it muft be our firft, our fupreme, 
and our moft natural and moft indifpenfable 
duty : our obligation to it can never be ex* 
tingui/hed any other way than either by an- 
nihilating us, depriving us of our reafon, or 
rendering us independent* 

Is it not manifeft, that an intimate and ha* 
bitual fenfe of our dependent ftate > has a 
mighty influence on all the duties which we 
owe to our creator, and to one another ? The 
ftrength of our love, the warmth of our gra- 
titude to our maker, and the (lability of our 
confidence in him, muft rife or fall in pro* 
portion as the perfuafion of our dependence 
upon him is fainter or ftronger. And as no* 
thing has a more powerful tendency to infpire 
us with love, benignity, and companion to 
our fellow-creatures, than considering them 
as the children olF the fame great parent of 
all, equally depending upon him with our- 

felves. 
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felves, for all they enjoy here, or hope fear 
hereafter; fo, nothing can more effe&ually 
check that pride, felfifhnefs, and vanity, which 
lead us to contemn and injure our brethren 
of mankind, than an habitual fenfe, that we 
are as really dependent creatures as they are * 
that we are as inefficient for our own happinefs 
as they are ; and that he on whom we de- 
pend, can foon raife them to our Hate, or 
thruft us down into theirs. Why, then, 
may not this truth, mod certain in itfelf, and 
moil important in its confequences, be owned 
in the mofl public and religious manner ; in 
that manner which naturally tends to make 
the deepen: impreffions of it upon our hearts I 
and that, certainly, is the owning it in divert 
addrefies to God himfelf. Why fhould we 
not embrace every proper opportunity of ac- 
knowledging it, with all thofe afFefting and 
folemn circumftances which may contribute 
to imprint a deep and abiding conviction of it 
on our own minds, and thofe of all around 
us ? — - But to fpeak more dire&ly to the head 
of petitioning ; it is. 

2dfy f A further defign of prayer, to exprefs, 
under an aftual fenfe of the prefence of God* 
our earned defires of having all thofe fentir 
rocnts and pious difpofitions which it is pro- 
per for us to entertain and cultivate, confider- 
ed as dependent* reafonable,. foetal, and guil- 
ty creatures. If we feel earneft breathings af- 
ter happinefi, after the means that lead to it, 
and all thofe pure and worthy affections which 

-* " arc 
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are the principal ingredients of it, we certainly 
ought to encourage and favour them. If then 
wc find ardent defires arifing * within us after 
the knowledge > the favour, the refemblance, 
and enjoyment of God ; why may we not ex- 
prefs them in that manner, and in thofe cir- 
cumftances, which will contribute moft to 
cultivate and increafe fuch honourable and 
worthy motions of the rational foul ? and, 
fiirely, the addreffing fiich defires to God, is * 
the moft effe&ual method of ftrengthening 
them. If we believe that God can accomplifh 
thefe worthy defires, why may we not afk it 
of him ? If we hope and truft in him that he 
will fooner or later accomplifh them, why may 
we not declare our joyful expectations of be- 
ing at laft poflefied of them ? If we feel our 
fouls attending to God' in love, joy, and praife* 
is it not reafonabk that we mould indulge 
thofe delightful fentiments, and, by repeated 
acls, confirm and improve them ? 

If thefe inward emotions of heart are juft 
and natural, if we cannot but approve them, 
if we judge them worthy of being cherifhe4 
and ftrengthened ; why may we not give full 
vent to them in all proper methods of outward 
expreffion ? and if our own experience, and 
the teftimony of the beft of mankind, inform 
us, that the yielding up our fouls to the full 
influences of devout affections, and giving 
them full fcope in voice and language, efpe- 
daily in addrefles to God, are the moft effec* 
tual methods of iacreafing that ftrength and 

fervour* 
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fervour, And of fpreading their happy cffecTs 
through the whole of human life -, it furely 
muft be our trueft wifdom to employ all thefe 
means of eftablifhing and perfecting them. 

Secondly, It is further obje&ed, " That fince" 
u God is infinite in goodnefs, he is always dif* 
iC pofed to beftow on his creatures whatever is 
" proper for them ; and fince he is infinite in 
" wifdom, he will always chufe the fitteft time 
u and beft manner of beftowing it. To what 
** purpofe then do we intreat htm to do what 
u he certainly will do, without any felicitation 
" or importunity i n To this it may be anfwer- 
ed, That as it is not the deiign of prayer to 
give information to our Creator of things he 
was not acquainted with before j fo neither if 
it the deiign of it to move his afieclions > as 
good fpeakers move the hearts of their hear- 
ers by the pathetic arts of oratory, nor to 
raife his pity, as beggars by their importuni- 
ties and tears work upon the companion of the 
by-danders. God is not fubjeel to thofe fucU 
den paflions and emotions of mind which we 
feel, nor to any change of his meafures and 
conduit by their influence : he is not wrought 
upon and changed by our prayers •, for, " with 
u him there is no variabienefs, nor ihadow of 
u turning." Prayer only works its effect up- 
on us \ as it contributes to change the tem- 
per of our minds ; to beget or improve right 
difpofitions in them ; to lay them open to the 
Impreffions of fpirkual obje&s, and thus qua* 
Kfy us for receiving the favour and approba- 

v tioa 
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tion of our Maker, and all thofe affiftances- 
which he has promifed to thofe who call upon 
him in fincerity and in truth. The efficacy 
of prayer dbes not lie in the mere aiking, but 
in its being the means of producing that frame 
o.f mind which qualifies us to receive. ' If it is. 
ftill urged, " Why do we aflc, if God does 
** not grant merely for the aflring ?" To this 
I reply, That if by aiking be underftood the 
uttering of words," , and ufing a voice and 
language, in which all the fymptoms of ear- 
neftneis and importunity appear, this external 
part of aiking, I own, ferves no purpofe with 
refpeft to God ; and the only ufe of it is to 
engage the attention, and raife the devotion of 
our own minds, or thofe of others. But if 
by aiking be underftood the inward defires 
and breathings of the foul after ttit>fe heaven-* 
ly difpofitions in which the perfection and 
happinefs of our natures chiefly confift ; in 
this fenle of it, 1 affert, that thefe are the be- 
ginnings of virtue : thefe are the means of 
improving it, both ih the nature of things* 
and by the pofitive, appointment of God 1 
thefe are infeparable from real virtue, as long 
as it is capable of improvement ; which may 
be for ever, for any thing we know to the 
contrary : thefe defires, J fay, are altogether 
unavoidable, and muft arife in the breads of 
all who have any degree of real goodnefs. 
Whoever has had the leaft glimpfe of the beau* 
ty and excellence of real virtue, is not fatis£U 
ed with fuch views of it as he has already at- 
, tainedj 
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tained, but pants after a clearer and ftrongef 
view of its everlafting worth and importance. 
Whoever has felt that pleafing ferenity, that 
lively joy, and delightful liberty, which arifes 
from any considerable degree of fuperiority 
to worldly paflions, longs with ardor, nay, 
almoft, with impatience, to obtain an entire 
conqueft over them 5 and whoever has tailed 
,the fublime, the divine pleafures of true de- 
votion, breathes with the greateft fervour af- 
ter the full and uninterrupted enjoyment of 
them. To thofe, then, who afk, Why we che- 
rifh the inward defires after the heavenly 
graces, and ftudy to cultivate them by prayer? 
the anfwer is plain, That the doing (b is the 
ficceffary confequence of real virtue, both in v 
hsr firft and feebleft, and in its higheft and 
iDoft perfect ftate, at leaft while in this world. 
But if it fhould be ftill urged, « That 
4 * though we muft have the defires, though we 
4i ought to entertain and cultivate them ; yet 
** this is no fufficient reafon for our offering 
41 them up to God, and intreating him to ac- 
4i compliih them. Why may we not defire all 
46 the divine virtues, and frequently repeat the 
41 defire in our minds with pleafure, and with 
4t ardor, without diredlly addrefiing it to God, 
41 whofe infinite goodnefs inclines him to ful- 
* € fil it asfoon as his unerring wifdom fees fit ?" * 
To this I anfwer, That it is impoflible for the 
human mind to ftop at the defire : it feels a 
powerful impulfe, urging it forward to beg 
.God to beftow what it wiflies for with vehe* 

mence : 
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mence : and this very argument, which is ur* * 
ged againft the lifting up holy defires to Godj 
(viz. that he is infinite in goodnefs, and witl- 
ing to gratify them), is a principal motive for 
offering them up, and makes it impofiible for 
a well-difpofed mind to abftain from it. Since 
then there is* a determination in* our nature, 
leading us to pray 5 fince there is a law of 
external revelation commanding us to pray | 
fince our own minds, on the calmeft reflec- 
tion, approve of praying, as being" an explicit 
and natural acknowledgement of our depend- 
ence on our Maker, and a declaration, that 
we will gratefully receive the bleflings we pray 
for, as the free gifts of his bounty 5 and fince 
prayer is a mean of enlivening and ftrengthcu- 
ing the beft difpofitions in our fouls j we may 
conclude, that it is not only an innocent and 
harmlefs exercife, but that it is our indifycn- 
fable duty to be frequently employed in it. 

Further, we may add to the preceding rca* 
fonings, that it is highly probable it would U; 
neither a wife nor kind conduct in Pro\idi_ir v < , 
to beftow heavenly wifdoin, worthy di, r u: • 
tkms, and the happinefs that acco.^.-uiw. 
them, on thofe who neglect to own 1 , ».. 
who will not acknowledge their u w ..^.. 4 , 
upon it. Is it not highly credit, ... 
infinite wiftiom and goodnciV of u* f ^ 
Orator of all things, hasekaua^- u .^, _ 
img law in the government oi u - ^ ,...**., 
je&s, that thofe diipoiiutif.. +~- 
them for his approbation a,,v <+. m „ 

Vol.. L O ^*~* 
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J>eftowed on none but thofe who fincerely 
tumble themfelves to afk them ? Nay, is it 
jiot folemnly declared in the revelation God 
hath given us, that this is in fact the great law 
and rule of his conduct, thax for thefe blef- 
iings " he muft be fought after by the houfe 
€s of Ifrael. Call upon me in the day of 
-** trouble j I will deliver thee, and thou ihalt 
" glorify me, PfaLI. 15. The Lord is nigh 
" unto them that call upon him, and he will 
u fulfil the defire of them that fear him 5 he 
* s will hear their cry, and fave them, PfaL 
€f cxlv. 18. God refifteth the proud, butgiveth 
** grace to the humble, James iv. 6. The^ 
4< meek God will guide in judgement ; and 
£i the meek will he teach his way, Pfal. xxy. 
* c 9." Do not our own minds approve of it 
^s a juft and reafonable conftitutjon, that 
the fincere, the humble, and pious petitioner, 
fhould obtain his requefts; while the ne- 
gle&er of God, the unthinking/ the proud, 
#nd unfubmitting {inner, (hould be neglected, 
and continue to want what he will not humble 
Jiimfelf to afk from the divine bounty ? Nay, 
niuft it not be owned, that we can difcera 
wife and juft reafons why this fhould be an e- 
flabliftied law. of the divine government ? Is 
it not manifefl:, that fincejrity, humility, and 
rarneft defires after wifdom and virtue, are 
difpofitions previoufly necefiary, in the nature 
of things, to prepare our minds for receiving 
Jieavenly wifdom, and all the virtues which 
accompany it 1 Is not a deep fenfe of our 

Own 



Prates, i $$ 

own ignorance, and earneft panting after* 
the wifdom that comes from above, a fitter 
difpofitiom for attaining it, than a fond con^ 
ceit of our own wifdom ? Is not a confciouf- 
nefs of the manifold diforders of our hearts, a 
more proper fituation of mind for receiving 
that grace which muft rectify them, than a 
vain and foolifh imagination that all is right 
within already ? Is not a forrowful fenfe of 
our great lofs, while we are void of thofe di- 
vine virtues which form the image of God iri 
us, the moft natural preparation for being 
beautified with them ? If then this fmcerity 
and humility, thefe ardent defires of fpiritual 
bleflings, and this deep fenfe of our imperfec- 
tions, are naturally pre-requifite to our recei- 
ving thefe divine favours ; is it fuppo fable, 
(where thefe previous qualifications are found 
in a juft degree, and withal a lively perfuafion 
that it is from God alone we can obtain thefe 
folid bleflings), that the human heart can a- 
void flying to him for them, pj the moft ar- 
dent invocations and prayers ? 

To fum up the whole argument : Since there 
is an inward impulfe prompting us to pray 5 
fince there are frequent precepts of external 
revelation commanding us to pray j and fince 
it is the eftablifhed law of the righteous go- 
vernment of God over the intelligent world, 
that fpiritual bleflings fhalL be beftowed on 
thofe only who humble themfelves to pray for 
them; we may infer, that prayer is fo far 
from implying any juft reflection upon the 
O z perfect 
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perfect wifdom and goodne& of the great Gq^ 
vernor of all things, that it is a juft compli- 
ance with that conftitution of things which he 
hath appointed, and an harmonifing (fo to 
fpeak) with the wife order of his providence* 
Since prayer is appointed by God to be the 
means of producing, preferring, and increa- 
fing in us the beft and worthieft difpofitions* 
to praffife it is nothing, elfc but a concurring 
with him in his great defign of eftablifhing 
the happinefs, of his creation. 

Thirdly, It is further urged, " That ther>e 
cl is no juft ground of expecting any imme* 
" diate light or aid from Heaven ia confe- 
« c quence of the moil fincere and fervent 
«« prayer : for after the moft accurate inquiry 
" that can be made into the workings of the 
€€ human mind, there is nothing to be percei* 
i{ ved but what may be the natural cffecl: of 
" proper motives and arguments." In an- 
fwer to this, let it be obferved, that, even 
fuppofing there is no good difpofition awaken-, 
ed in the human foul, where the proper con* 
fiderations and motives have not been laid be- 
fore it ; yet there may be good reafons for 
believing, that there is. fome fecret and undif* 
cernible aid of Heaven concurring with .thofe 
considerations and motives; difplaying their 
whole importance and force to. the mind j, fix- 
ing the attention of it to confider them; and, 
laying it open to feel their whole power ^nd 
influence. This at leaft muft be allowed, that 
the fame motives^ laid before the minds of 

different 
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different perfbns, do not produce the lame ef- 
fects. In two perfons who feem equally ca- 
pable of difcerning the - ftrength and force of 
motives, who feem to have beftowed equal 
attention in weighing them, and whofe paf- 
fions feem to be equally capable of refilling 
them, the effects the^ produce are widely dif- 
ferent. Befides, it defer ves our moft atten* 
tive confideration, that there is no infeparable 
connection betwixt the cleareft and' jufteft 
views of the excellence and importance of 
moral and fpiritual- objects, and thofe feelings 
and affections of heart which correspond to 
them : a marr may have the jufteft and fubli- 
meft ideas of all the human, focial, and di- 
vine virtues, while he remain* in a great mea- 
fiire, or altogether, without any feeling of 
them in his heart. There are many inftances 
in the world, of men, who have formed the 
pureft and moft exalted conceptions of the 
divine perfections, who can fpeak of then* 
with dignity, and are highly delighted with 
the theory and contemplation of them ; "ancf 
yet feel ahnoft nothing of that true devotion 
of heart which fliould be awakened by them.' 
In like manner, a man may have his mind fla- 
red with the moft exact and delightful fpecula- 
tions concerning the beauty and worth of 
temperance, integrity, iincerity, benevolence, 
friendfhip^ humility, and all the human and 
focial virtues ; may be capable of fpeaking and 
writing about them, to- admiration; while, hs 
ftilb continues under the power of the loweft 
O 3. fenfuality,. 
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fenfuality, and a felfifh malignant difpo&toit. 
On the other hand, it may be obferved, that 
thofe who are lefs acquainted with the delight- 
ful theories of virtue and religion, who have 
not fuch exact and perfect notions of them, 
and who, from a neceflary attention to other 
things, are feldom employed in thinking on 
them; yet arc more uniformly governed ia 
life, by the natural influence of the pious and 
virtuous difpofitions themfelves, than the 
greateft philofopher or divine* who. fpends his 
days in contemplating the ideas of them, and 
thofe views of things which fhould excite 
them. Now, as it is the good difpofitions 
themfelves that conftitute the foul and eflence 
of virtue ;'as they only give the true dignity to 
our minds, and beauty to our lives ; as they only 
can form the character which is worthy and 
acceptable in the fight of God ; fo they are 
always reprefented in fcripture as the fruits 
and effects of the Holy Spirit : Gal. v. 22. 23 • 
" The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace* 
u long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, 
" meeknefs, temperance ." From thefe obfer- 
vations, it plainly appears, that after we have 
got the pureft and cleared: ideas of religion* 
and the fullefWiew of thofe motives, which 
ihould engage us to the practice of it, there 
Js ftill ground to pray, that God may blefs us 
with thofe divine affections of heart, which 
are the only real ornaments to our fouls, the 
only lafling foundations of their peace and 

happineis. 
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happinefs. Our idea* are but pl&ures and i- 
mages of the things themfelves : and as the 
p i&ure of a fcaft cannot fktisfy- our hunger* 
IDOr the pi&ure of a fire warm and enlighten 
tis ; fo the fineft ideas of virtue and religion- 
cannot make us good and happy, without 
thofe difpofitions of heart which fliould be 
xaifed and kept alive by them. 
. It may be alfo obferved, as a thing of Tery 
considerable importance in the prefent argu^ 
meat* that the power of mankind over their 
own inward difpofitions, or thofe of others* 
is not fo great as fome feem to imagine. £fo 
man will venture to boaft, that he can by any 
one effort, how vigorous fcever, or even by 
repeated efforts, refolutions, and endeavours, 
raife the virtuous difpofitions. in his own foul, 
to fuch a degree of ftrength, that they fliaM 
uniformly and conftantly prevail over all the 
paffions which may oppofe them ; far lefs can 
any one pretend, that it is in his power t<* 
new-model the hearts of others, and change 
their difpofitions, from the worft to the beft, 
at his pleafure. Excepting our Saviour, an 
infallible teacher of virtue, or a matter of the 
divine art of forming the nobleft and wor- 
thieft difpofitions in the human mind, never 
yet appeared in the world. The wifeft, the 
heft* and tendered parent, cannot by all his 
art, and moft affiduous endeavours, beftow 
true virtue on his deareft child : the moft 
learned, moft virtuous, and affectionate tutor, 

cannot 
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cannot form it in his beloved pupil. If an 
infallibly fuccefsful teacher of virtue could be 
found any where, what an invaluable treafure 
would he be; and how worthy to be fought 
after in the remoteft corners of the world? 
No doubt, when one reads pious books, hears 
virtuous difcourfe, fees worthy examples, and 
has enjoyed the benefit of the fineft inftruc- 
tions, he may,, or, rather, he muft be furnifh- 
cd with the jufteft and moft amiable ideas of 
the whole glorious train of virtues r but it 
will not follow hence, that he muft have fuch 
a relifh for the virtues themfelves as fhall 
conftantly render him fuperior to the temptar 
lions of the world; or even, on the whole, 
make him a man of a virtuous character. This 
doctrine of the inability of mankind to make 
themfelves virtuous and happy, and of the 
need of affiftance from above, in this divine 
work, has been fo deeply felt by the more 
thinking and considerate part of them, that it 
extorted a confeflion of it, even from thofe 
whofe fpeculative principles fcemed to lead 
them to a denial of it. For we find that feet 
of the Heathen philofophexs who laid the 
foundation of their fyftem in the diftinction 
-betwixt things in our power* and out of our 
power ; (meanings by the former* our good 
difpofitions, refohitions* and actions i and, by 
the latter, the external enjoyments of the 
world, which depend on a thoufand accidents 
over which we have no command) ; even 
they,, I fay, in oppofition to their favourite 

diftinttionj 
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diGtn&ion, inculcated the ufefulnefe and im* 
portance of prayer # . 

To all thefe obiervarions we may add, that 
there has always been a very general and 
ftrong propensity in mankind to believe, that 
God makes impretiions on the minds of mem 
in an immediate manner. And of this it 
were eafy to bring numberlefs proofs, from 
the poets, philofophers> orators, and hifto- 
rians, of former ages. I am very fenfible 
that it will be objected, that few pretend that 
they themfelves have felt any foreign and 4i- 
•sine influence, which they could certainly di- 
itinguifh from the natural and ordinary ope- 
rations of their own minds. But to this one 
may reply, that it may. he the peculiar excel- 
lence of the Deity's method of operation^ 
that it is imperceptible in itfelf, and only dis- 
cernible by its effe&s. Thus, though we do 
not feel the power of God upholding us in 
life, yet we do not know but it may be as 
really exerted every moment, in Supporting 
our being, as it was at firft, in bringing us 
into it. Betides, it «nay be faid, that many 
good men, quite free of fuperftition, and re- 
markable for ftrength of mind, have decla* 
red that they have felt fecret and fudden in- 
fluences, determining them to particular fteps 
of conduit, which had very remarkable e£- 
fe<8s, as to the happinefs and ufefulnefs of 

• Marcus Antoninus, book p. aod &io>pliciu»*s com- 
neiuaxy on Epi&etus* at the cad. 

their 
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their after life : and does not aim oft every 
one feel thoughts, refolutions, and projects, 
fpringing up within him, which he is not con- 
scious he has been led to by any former 
courfe of his reading, conTerfation, or rea- 
foning ? Nay, if there is any credit ta be 
given to human teftimony, muft we not be- 
Keve that intimations have been made to good 
men, of future events, which greatly con- 
cerned themfelves, or the fociety to which 
they belonged ? 

To conclude : Thofe who will not allow 
any immediate influence of the* Deity upori 
the human mind, but afcribe every thing there 
to the natural force of arguments and mo- 
tives, ought to confider, that it is only going 
one ftep farther, and they come to God, and 
muft own him as the original author of alK 
It is God who has made the mind of man 
capable of perceiving motives, arid of being 
wrought upon by them : it is God, who, in 
the courfe of his providence, has prefented 
fuch a train of motives to any one's mind, as 
has engaged him to praftifc all the virtues of 
a holy life : to God, therefore, the praiie of 
it is to be given. And there ftili remains a- 
bundant reason to pray to him, that he may, 
in the unfearchable wifdom and goodnefs of 
his providence, continue to prefent fuch views 
of things to the mind, as may determine it 
always to chufe the virtuous and worthy part. 

Fourthly j But fhould any one objeel in this 
manner, (which I believe will fcarce be done 

by 
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by any considerate man), waving the debate 
about the aids which may be obtained by pray- 
er, yet alledging that he has no need of it : 
* ( What mould I pray for ? Shall I pray that 
" God may enlighten my mind with the 
** knowledge of my duty, and make me per- 
*' ceive the excellence and importance of 
€€ piety, fincerity, truth, integrity, charity, 
" and all thofe virtues which dignify the fouls 
u of men, and beautify their lives' and man- 
** acrs ? I know all thefe things already, and 
** conduft my life by them." 

How much is it to be wiihed, that every one 
who thinks or fpeaks in this manner, would 
feripufly a£k himfelf, — Have I already attained 
as clear and diftintt views of the worth and im- 
portance of all the heavenly virtues as are at- 
tainable by mankind ? Have they as fovereign 
and commanding an influence over my heart 
and life, as ever they had over any of the 
fons of men ? Am I fure there is nothing far- 
ther, to be feen, nothing higher to be felt i 
.What if human nature is capable of ftronger 
and blighter views of the worth arid majefty 
of the great virtues of the ipirituai life, than , 
I have yet obtained ? Nay, may I not fuppofe 
that many of the children of men have actual- 
ly attained them, and conducted their lives 
more unerringly under the. power and influ- 
ence of them ? Have I any ambition remain- 
ing ? any thing of that divine ambkion of 
aiming at a tranfeendency in what is great and 
good, in what is the ible glory of a rcafonable 
«. . " being? 

% 
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being ? Shall I not then afpire after the 
higheft fenfe, and ftrongeft impre&ion, of 
thofe things that my nature is capable off 
Is there a great Father of lights, the enlight- 
cner of all minds, the everlafting lover and 
friend of truth and righteoufneis ? Has ht 
declared that he is ready and willing to en- 
lighten thofe who afk wifdom from him ? 
Has he allured us, that there is a difpenfation 
of grace and light carrying on in the world, 
by his Son and Holy Spirit, by which thofe 
bleffings are perpetually imparted to all wh6 
Sncerely aft: them ? Has he already enlight- 
ened, in a fuperior manner, thofe fouls which 
lay themfelves open to his influence ? And 
fhall I refofe to aft: this heavenly wifdotnl and 
live contented with a fmaller portion of it, 
when a greater may be obtained \ Surely no 
true lover of virtue, no one who has any 
real greatnefs of mind, can bear the thought* 
But, perhaps, the obje&or will reply, "What 
" though I have not the higheft and moft 
w (hiking fenfe of the everlafting worth and 
4€ beauty of thofe things ; yet I have as juft 
*' and ftrong a fenfe of them as k fufiicient 
** for all the purpofes of human life ; as much 
u as will enable me to withftand the tempta- 
u tiqns of the world, and render me fuperior 
" to them. I am fo thoroughly perfuaded 
" of the excellence and value of all the mo- 
*' ral and divine virtues, that I am in no 
" danger of being feduced into a ' forgetful- 
" nefs of the duties which I owe to God, 

"to 
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<* to mankind, or to myfeif. I have fuch a 
■*' perfect abhorrence of every thing bafe and 
** unworthy, of every thing that approaches 
'*' to a departure from what is juft, becoming, 
<c and honeft, in human life, that it will be 
*' an everlafting fecurity to my virtue : or, 
<f if it any time, through the force of fomc 
** great and fudden temptations, I fhould be 
%i guilty of fome fnull failure, I have nothing 
u more to do, but- call up the ftrength and 
" refolutioa of my mind, and all things (hall 
Xi be right again." In anfwer to all this, in 
. the Jirft place, it may be obferved, that fup- 
pofing all that true which vain men repre- 
sent to their own conceited minds ; though 
there fhould be no need for prayer; yet, 
furely, there is the juftefi: ground for another 
part of devotion, thankfulnefs and praife. 
Is it not reafonable, that thofe perfons fhould 
lift up their hearts and hands in gratitude to 
that God who has hitherto preferved them 
from the temptations of the world, and en- 
abled them to lead a blamelefs life ? Is it 
not God who made them capable of difcern- 
ing the hfoneft, the juft, and worthy part, 
and enabled them to follow it ? Is it not God 
who planted the good difpofitions in their 
hearts, and has not fuffered them to be over- 
come by the contrary paffions ? Can any blefc 
fing be greater, or afford jufter ground for 
the moft fincere prafTe and thankfulnefs ? 
Nay, can any thing be more reafonable, than 
that they fhould pray to heaven with the great- 
Vol. LP eft 
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eft fincerity, for the continuance" of fuch an 
ineftimable bleffing ? Are we not always de- 
pending on the providence of God for it <? 
To how many djfeafes and accidents are we 
jexpofed, which no human wifdom can fore»- 
fee or prevent 3 by which the ftrength of our 
minds may be exceedingly impaired, our tem- 
pers fretted and foured, nay, our rational 
powers entirely deftroyed ? But, farther, 

Allow me, in the fecond place, to exhort 
and befeech thofe, if there are any fuch, who 
imagine they have maintained their integrity 
jtnvariably through the whole courfe of their 
lives, (without the aiEftance of prayer, or 
any adls of .truft and confidence in God), to^ 
.take an attentive review of their whole ^pafl: 
conduft, and compare it impartially with the 
purity and perfection of the divine law ; and 
then let them honeftly declare if they have 
difcerned nothing otherwife than it ought to. 
have been. Will any one venture to aflert, 
that, upon the ftrifiteft examination, he finds 
lie has not departed from the great rule of 
what is worthy and good, and that in many 
inftances; or that he is not confcious to 
himfelf, of paving neglefted many things he 
ought to have done, might have done, to 
render either himfelf or otfiers wifer, better, 
or happier ? Do not many thing? occur to 
him, in the fu.rvey of his whole life, which 
he difapproves, which he would not chufe to 
•fce guilty of a fecond time, and which he 
jKTQuld endeavour tp ftmend, if he were to 
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pafs life over again ? I tim inclined to believer 
there is no matf, who, upon looking back, 
will not be fenfible he has thought, faid, andf 
done many things, which he would not chufe 
to do over again, were he placed m the fame 
circumftances ; that he has omitted, foolifhr 
fy and criminally omitted, to do many things r 
which he would now joyfully embrace an op- 
portunity of performing, if the like circum^ 
fiances fhould prefent themfelves-. May ir 
not be further afked, How do you know, but 
that, if you had been fervent in prayer, ancfc 
with true devoticftx had lifted up your defires 
to God for conduct and direction, you might 
have been preferved from thofe crimes, and' 
thofe omiffions of duty, which you cannot 
now review without regret arid felf-con- 
demnation j and been led to the practice of 
many virtues, and performance of many good: 
offices, the opportunities of which can never 
be recalled ? 

May we not further inquire of thofe who* 
have fuch complacency and 'fatrsfaction in* 
their own characters and conduct, Do you 
find nothing in the prefent temper and difpo* 
fition of your mind, which you have reafoa 
to complain of, and which you defire to have 
rectified ? Are there no imperfections to be 
coiTectcd, no virtuous affections to be refined* 
confirmed, ftrengthened, and perfected ? Are? 
you already poifeffed of that degree of love 
to^God, and true virtue, which pervades the 
vhoLe foul, controuls the power o£ alL the 
P z iaferio* 
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Inferior paffions, eftabliflies a perpetual fere- 
nity within, and animates you with the ut- 
moft joy and alacrity iu pracYifing all the vir- 
tues of a worthy life ? If ye imagine ye are 
already raifed. to the utmoft fummit of per- 
fection, we may fafely venture to ai&rt, that 
ye are miftaken j and that felf-love has blind- 
ed your eyes, and* made you pafs too favour- 
able a fentence upon yourfelves. This fond 
imagination, that ye are already perfect, is al- 
moil a demonftration, that ye are yet at a very 
great diftance from it : ye have certainly fixed 
too low a ftandard of religion : your intellec- 
tual eye is not quick and piercing enough ta 
difcern the idea of perfection fet before you 
in the law of God, which ye ought perpe- 
tually to have in your view, and to be afpi- 
ring after, with the utmoft ardour. There- 
are but few to be found who have attained ta 
the jufteft and higheft tafte of the true fub- 
lime in heart and life : whoever has had a 
clear and diftinft • view of it, will not flatter 
himfelf that he has reached it ; nay, he will 
be fully feniible,, that he has not yet ap- 
proached near it : and whoever fondly ima- 
gines that he is come up to it, has not di£ 
tinclly perceived it. That man muft have a' 
low underftanding,. and a vain heart, who is. 
fatisfied with himfelf, and who fancies he has. 
attained to the truly great and perfect in tem- 
per and conduct : and whoever is thus eafily 
fatisfied with himfelf, is commonly the only 
perfoa who is & j or^ at leaft* the number 

of 
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©f thofe wiH be few who pafs the fame judge- 
ment on him that he does 'on himfelf . The- 
higher any one advances in religion, his views- 
are proportionally opened and enlarged. That 
moment the virtuous man has gained the vic-^ 
tory over fome bad paffion, lie has been long 
ftruggling with, he fees fome other one not v 
quite fubdued within him ; and that moment 
he reaches to fome certain pitch of virtue he- 
had in his view, he difcerns fome higher pitch 
of it at a great diftance from him. In thi* 
he refembles a traveller in a large champaign, 
country ; who, this hour, fees nothing Ik-- 
yond a fmall eminence, which terminates his- 
view at a diftance ; the top of which he no* 
fooner gains, than a new extent of country 
fills his eye, equal to that he has already, pai- 
fed. Since, then, there is- (till fomething yet 
unattained in the fpfoifcuai life,- can- we reftrain* 
ourfelves. from, praying,, that- the God of 
grace, the author of every good and perfect* 
gift, would enlighten our eyes to difcern it,, 
and. infpire us with the divine ambition of 
aiming and endeavouring, to obtain it ? Is it 
aot a joyful r nay,, a triumphant confkleratioiv 
that, by the light and afliftance of the f loly, 
Spirit of God,, we may travel on> from per-- 
faction to perfection, and approach nearer and 
nearer to our maker, . by higher- degrees o£ r 
sefemblance ? 

Further, may we not defire Aofe who ima*- 
gine they have no need of prayer, to look fore- 
word to that part of life they may yet have? 



174 Prate*., Ser. $v 

to pafs through ? Are they certain they fhaflfc 
never meet with any temptation that may be 
an over-match for that virtue of theirs which, 
they flatter themfelves is fo firmly eftabliihed 2 
May there not be ten thoufand circumftances 
in life which may endanger their integrity? 
Every occurrence, every ftate, every employ- 
ment, has its peculiar temptations,, and may; 
Gecafion a departure from the right path- 
"What fecurity have we in ourfelves ? Are we: 
not confeious that our reafon is weak, ir* 
many things clouded by ignorance, blinded by 
prejudices, feduced by appetites, and over- 
ruled by paffions*. and un reafon able affections ? 
When we look abroad into the world, how ma^ 
ny melancholy inflances may we mark out, of 
the feemingly firmeft virtue, foon ftiaken and; 
overcome ? Muft we not own, that wifer, greats 
er, and better men than we can pretend to be,, 
have yielded to the force of temptation * and, 
in fome degree, and for fome time, apoftatifed; 
from the caufe of righteoufneft ? Have not 
they themfelves mournfully acknowledged it 
afterwards ? Can any then be fo fnfufferably 
vain and arrogant, as to imagine, that nothing, 
can ever lead them aftray, or in any degree, 
darken their understandings, or corrupt their 
hearts ? Is it not moft natural for every one* 
who loves the good and virtuous part, and 
delights in the practice of it, to wifh that he 
may have the afiiftaiice of a fuperior guide,, 
to conduct him fafely through all the fnares 
which may be fpread for him in a degenerate 

world ? 
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world? In a word, every one who Is tho- 
roughly feniible of his own weaknefs, and of 
the innumerable dangers lo which virtue is 
cxpofed in the prefent difordered ftate of 
things, will fee Aifficieitf reafon for lifting upt 
his foul to God in thefe emphatical prayers 
of the devout Pfalmift, Pf. cxix. 33.-37- 
*' Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy fta- 
** tutes, and I (hail keep it unto the end* 
** Give me underftanding, and I {hall keep 
• € thy law 5 yea, 1 fhall obferve it with my 
" whole heart. Make me to go in the path. 
" of thy commandments ; for therein do I 
" delight. Incline my heart unto thy tefti- 
M monies, and not to covetoufnefs. Turn* 
w away mine eyes from beholding vanity, and 
w quicken thou me in thy way." 

To all which it may be added, that if e- 
ver any perfon appeared in the world wh& 
could plead that he had no need of prayer,. 
Jefus might have done it. He felt a perpe- 
tual good-will to all mankind, and was ani- 
mated by it to go about in an uniform and 
unwearied courfe of beneficence ; he was quite 
unmoved with the temptations of the world,, 
and walked on in the execution of his great 
undertaking, with an undaunted, and victo- 
rious pace, in fpite of all opposition : and yet 
we learn from the hiftory of his life, that he 
was frequently employed in prayer, as well as 
recommended it ta his followers. Surely, 
then, no one elfe can pretend that lie is a- 
hove the need of prayer,, and other acts of 

devotion* 

£gain, 
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Again, it is objected, " That whatever 
•* ufe prayer may be of, for direction and af-* 
" fiftance in the paths of vh-tue ; furely it? 
*' can be of none,, fop the obtaining the par- 
u don of fin-, and deliverance from thofe pu- 
u nifhments which are threatened to be in- 
*' flicted on finners in this and an eternal 
w world : for if fin- deferves punishment, 
48 and if punifhment is neceffary to frighten 
u us from continuing in* it ; how can prayers 
#< for forgivenefs fecure us from thofe fuf- 
iC ferings which are intended by our kind 
• 4 creator for our reformation and amend- 
u ment ? w To this it may be aufwered, That 
a fenfe of our faults, humble oonfeffion of 
them, and earneft intreating the divine mer- 
cy to forgive them,, are very proper means 
©f promoting a penitent difpofition in us. 
They naturally anticipate the necefEty of pu* 
nifhments deftined for our reformation; by 
them, we in a gentler manner attain- to the end 
©f fuch punilhments^ without having fuffered 
them. And thus prayers for the pardon of 
fin, may be of unipeakable advantage, as 
they contribute to produce that, temper of 
mind in us which leads to an alteration in 
©ur conduct, and confequently fecures us 
from thofe punishments which mud have 
enfuedi either on our pail tranfgreflions, op 
©ur perfifting in the like courfe of iniquity. 

Before we finilh this head, it may be pro- 
per to obferve, that others argue againft 
praying for the pardon of fin- in another man- 
ner : " What occafion can there poflibly be." 

(A* 
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ffay they) u for praying to God to forgive out 
"' fins ? Our fins are owing to the invincible 
" force of temptations ; and fo are only tho 
" unavoidable frailties Qf our nature ; and 
" furely an infinitely good God can never calL 
4< us to a feverc account for them." As this 
is an important matter, on which our higheft 
and eternal intereft depends, it greatly con- 
cerns us to take care that we do not deceive 
©urfelves. Let us attend to the voice of reve- 
lation, and of reafon ; and we {hall find, that 
they jointly proclaim, with the higheft fo* 
lemnity, that fin lhall not pafs unpunished. 
Hearken to that awful declaration of holy 
writ, Gal. vi. 7. €t Be not deceived \ God is- 
" not mocked : for whatsoever a man foweth* 
" that fhall he alfb reap. For he that foweth 
%s to his flefh, fhall of the flefla reap cor*- 
€f ruption : but, he that foweth to the 
" Spirit, {hall of the Spirit reap life ever* 
u lafting," That is, our everlafting ftate 
hereafter depends upon, our behaviour here* 
As furely as he who fows wheat or barley in the 
feed -time, fhall reap the fame kind of grain in- 
the harveft, and no other; fo certainly fhall 
thofe who live a wicked life here, be miferabte 
hereafter. Is it not amazing, that mankind 
are not ftruck with this tremendous declara* 
tion ? The reafon of this muft be, that theyf 
do not in earnefl believe it. Every man be~ 
lieves, that if he fows the feeds of thiftles and 
and thorns, he cannot reap wheat or bar- 
ley ; but, every one does not believe, that* 
if he lives a vicious and impious life here,, 

he 
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he cannbt enjoy happinefs hereafter, WtafC 
lis the reafon why we believe the former, 
and doubt of the latter, fince they are 
equally true ? The reafon is plainly this : 
That we have obferved the courfe of nature in 
the frequent returns of feed-time and harveft: ; 
and find, by undoubted experience, that it is 
an invariable law of the natural worM, That 
whatever kind of grain is fown, the fame kind, 
and no- other, is* reaped in the harveft. But 
we have not yet feen one whole year, one full 
period of the government of the rational 
world : we have only feen the feed-time of 
kuman life ; the harveft is yet to come ; the 
gi-eat year is not completed" at leaft within our 
view : but as foon as we enter into the invi- 
fible world, we fhall be convinced, that it is 
an unalterable law of the moral as well as of 
thejiatural world, That whatever a man fows, 
that he alfo reaps. There we fhall fee what 
dreadful mifery fprings out of vice, and what 
further punifhraents are inflicted on it ; what 
- unfpeakable happinefs grows out of virtue, 
and with what additional joy it is crowned*. 
But, further, let us confider, that, though 
we had not thofe folenin declarations of di* 
vine revelation, we fhould have juft reafon t© 
dread the confequences of criminal indul- 
gence, both in this, and in an after flate. For 
when we attend to the conduct of divine Pro- 
vidence, we fee that vice is actually punifhed 
at prefent in a certain degree*, wi&ich gives 
Batural ground to fear that it may be punifh- 
ed in aa higher degree hereafter.- The natu- 
ral 
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ral deformity of vice, the pangs of remorfe 
which accompany it, the havock which it 
makes of the beauty, the order, and peace 
of our minds, the direful effecls of it, la 
the bodies,- fortunes, families, and charac- 
ters, of thofe who indulge themfelves in it 
without controul, plainly intimate, or rather 
loudly proclaim, that die governor of the 
world is engaged againft-it, and will not fuffer 
it to pafs unpunilhed. Now, has the great 
author of nature begun to chaftife and punifh 
fin here ; and what ground is there then to 
hope that he will favour it hereafter ? What 
fiiadow of reafon is there for flattering our- 
felves, that the meafures and laws of divine 
conduct fliall be altered ? The other world is 
only a fucceeding period of the fame govern- 
ment, under the fame governor, in which we 
• have all poffible reafon to believe the fame 
fundamental laws of rewarding virtue, and 
punifhing vice, fliall continue in full force. 
It certainly then greatly concerns us, not to 
sherifh an indifference and fearleflhefs with 
regard to what may be hereafter, under the 
righteous government of God. To think or 
{peak in a flight and unconcerned manner as 
to what may happen in any period of the di- 
vine government, is unipeakable irreverence, 
w and manifeft impiety. But to live at random, 
without regarding the divine law, and tjie tre- 
mendous fanctions of it, is madnefs and im- 
piety to fuch a pitch as muR aftonifh and 
fixikp every thinking perfon with terror. I-st 

us 
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us beware then of trufting to miftaken notions , 
* of the boundlefs benignity and mercy of the 
great parent of all. Do we allow that it is 
confident with the moft perfect goodnefs to 
inflict juft punifhuients on wkkednefs here , ? 
(and allow it we muft 5 for we fee that in fact 
it is done) ; by what train of reafoning, then, 
ihall we be able to fhow, that it is inconfiftent 
with the fame perfect goodnefs, to punifh it 
with greater feverity hereafter ? 

$thly y It is objected, " That thofe who feem 
u to delight in prayer, do not appear to be 
4€ better, happier, or more fuccefsful, than 
€< thofe who neglect or contemn it. Where 
u do we find God interpofing for the profpe- 
" rity of the pious, or where are thofe happy 
*' effects of devotion we are taught to ex- 
u peel: ?" In anfwer to this, it may be ob- 
ferved, that there are different forts of per- 
fons who pray from very different views and 
intentions. Some pray with no other nor higher 
view, than that they may gain a character as 
religious ; which may be of ufe to them in the 
profecution of fome worldly defign. Others 
ufe prayer as a kind of charm, to render them 
acceptable to God, or as an atonement and 
compenfation to him, for thofe lufts of their 
hearts which they are unwilling to mortify, 
and thofe iniquities of their lives which they 
ftill continue to commit. Now both thefe 
forts of praying people are to be thrown out 
of the queftion ; and it is to be confined t& 
thofe who pray with fimplieity and fincerirjrof 
1 heart j 
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heart ; who have no ether aim in praying but 
that they may become better men, that they 
may know the will of God more clearly, and 
may obey it with more conftancy and alacrity, 
and who truft in God, that he " will be to 
4i them a fun and fliield, will give them grace 
*< and glory, and with-hold no. good thing 
'* from them, becaufe they walk uprighly." 
If it be aiked, What the better are thefe- per- 
fons for their habitual courfe of prayer, and 
other a&s of devotion ? the anfwer is plain, 
That though they are not, perhaps, diftin* 
guifhed with outward prosperity, yet they arc 
rewarded with inward enjoyments of a higher 
and nobler kind. What though God has not 
beftowed, houfes, lands, riches, pleafures, ho- 
nour, ftrength, or beauty, upon the pious 
man ? thefe are only outward good things, 
incapable of giving true happinefs to the pof- 
feflbrs of them. But if he has given him 
greater blefiings, wifdom, virtue, truth, inte- 
grity, temperance, humility, meeknefs, con- 
tentment, and contempt of the world, with 
all that inward peace, joy, confidence in him- 
felf, and hope of immortality which accom- 
panies them ; thefe are the true riches, the 
real treafures of the immortal foul ; thefe are 
fuch treafures, as calamity, danger, death* 
can never rob it of. It is time, thefe inward 
pleafures, thefe memal poffeffions, are not 
difcerne^ by fpectators ; but thofe who feel 
and enjoy them, cannot doubt of their fupe- 
rior worth and- excellence. As h is wefl 
Vol. Ik Q^ Jcnown, 
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Ipnown, that many of thofe who put on an air 
©f frappioefs, and whofe outward fplendor * 
and flourifhiag circumftances create admira- 
tion and envy in ignorant beholders, carry a.-. 
Jjout with them fecret pains arui inward {tings, 
which greatly diminifh, if not entirely deftroy, 
their apparent happinefs and, contentment 5 fo 
it is as certain, that the fince.re worfhippers of 
God, even when in the loweft ftate, and moft 
Oruggling circumftances, enjoy many filent 
pleafures, and fecret confolations, which give 
them greater happineft than ivorldly me^ e- 
yer taftc amidft their greateft gaiety and abua* 
jdance. He who ,is confcious that he pofiefles, 
in the main, that temper and difpofition of 
mind which is acceptable to God, and who 
maintains an aflured tt*uft and .confidence in 
the mercy and igoodnefs of his Creator, enjoy? 
an inward reft, and compoftire^of mind,. which 
cannot be defcribed. It is called, in holy 
fcripture, " the peace of Gpd that pafieth all 
u underftanding : w it is an inward calmnef? 
and tranquillity, lifce to .that of the higheft 
heavens. He thajt enjoys it, is eafy within 
. himfelf, and pjeafing to thofe around him* 
He is. free from thofe inward difturbances and 
anxieties which difquiet the fouls of other 
men. His converfation is pleafant, apd his 
tranquillity appears in the cjtiearful air of his. 
countenance, though fitapt : his mind is open 
to tafte, with full relifh, all thofe good thing* 
which Providence has provided for fweetening 
$he journey of human life. But why do I call 



this happy ft&te of mind,* tranquillity only ! — 1€ 
■ is far beyond mere calmnefs or tranquillity.—* 
There may be a- perfect tranquillity and calm* 
nefs in the air, though the day be overcaft 
with thick mitts and clouds. The ftate of the 
pious- mante mind is like a calm and ferene 
day, enlightenfed and enlivened with the bright- 
eft fan-flrinev The truly devout man is not 
barely content with his lot, acting the part af- 
figried himy however low k may be, to the beft 
of his power : : his foul' rifes u-p4ibove content- 
toent, to joyful thankfulnefe afcdppaife. He 
rejoices in that exiftence into which he is 
lately entered, and in that rank' of creatures 
to which he is- advanced* When lie cohfiders 
<hat.be b admitted to be a fpe&ator of the 
glorious works of nature around him, and 
that he is not only made capable of contem- 
plating the beauty and order, the grandeur 
and magnificence of them, but of adoring,- 
praifing, refembling, and enjoying the great 
Creator and fuftainer of them, he is tranfport- 
cd with wonder, gratitude, and praife. If 
thefe are my enjoyments, (fays he to hhnfelf), 
in- this firft ftage of my exiftence, when my fa* 
culties are only beginning to open and unfold 
themfelves ; what new fcenes, what nobler and 
aoere magnificent entertainments, may I expert 
fhall be prefented to my view, while my facul- 
ties are improving Md enlarging through •mil- 
lions of ages ? What divine, what inconcei- 
vable joys, muft break in upon me, if I fliould 
be admitted to furvey all the bright' and ilh> 
ftsious fcenes of Providence, in the many other 
Q^Z part«» 
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parts of God's grjeat dominions, aftd through 
all the fucceiiive periods of his righteous go^ 
vernment ? But what muft my ftate be, when: 
I ihall fee my Maker himfelf, " not darkly, 
*' as through a glaft, but face toffee?"— 
Here language, imagination, fail 'me. — Sure- 
I am, it muft be fomething that will be a foun- 
tain of unfpeakable delight and everlafting 
rapture : " Eye hath not feen, ear hath not 
" heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
4i of man to conceive thofe great things God 
" hath laid up in ftore for thofe that love 
«« him." 

The lafi objection I ihall take notice of i* 
this, " That prayer can be of no importance y 
" for fincc ail things are already fixed by aa 
** unalterable decree of God, all thofe whom 
u he has determined to be good and happy,. 
" ihall certainly be fo, whether they pray or 
." not." In anfwer to this, let it be obferved*. 
that none ever maintained that God hath de- 
termined events to happen withourany means* 
Now we have (hewn, that prayers are the meaiis. 
of obtaining fgiritual bleftings $ and therefore^ 
if we defire thefe fpiritual bleififcgs abfolutely 
neceflary to our happinefs, we muft as earneft- 
ly incline to the ufe of all the neceffary means 
to prepare ourfelves for receiving them, ancL 
which are not ordinarily appointed but to fuch. 
as are thus properly prepared to receive and 
improve them. Does any one ever pretend t<* 
reafon thus : If it be decreed that I ihall be 
wife and learned, I &all undoubtedly become 
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fc, though I fhould never conVerfe, read,* 
fhink, or exercife my und'erftanding in any 
way ? Did ever any one ferioufly expect he- 
would arrive at knowledge andwifdom by the 
mere force of an eternal decree, while he re- 
setted all the means of attaining it ? Did ever 
the hufbandman fit down and reafonthusf 
with himfelf : If it be determined in the ^ter-- 
Hal decree of God, that I fhall have a plenti- 
ful crop, I fhali certainly reap it in the har-r 
veftj though I neither manure nor fow my 
field in the feed-time ? Now, if prayer is thtf 
mean of rendering us virtuous and happy, it 
is as abfurd to^expecTt we fhall arrive at virtue' 
and happinefs without it, as it would be for' 
the hufbandman' to hope he fhall have hi* 
tifual crop, though he beftow *one of his u— 
foal labour and induftry. 

To conclude this head of tte difcourfe, it 
may be proper to remark, that, after all that 
mankind can do', to reafon' themfelves into a- 
perfuafion of theufeleflhefs and abfurdity of 
devotion, there is ftill fomething within them*, 
too ftrong, too mighty, for all- their pretend- 
ed demonftrations to conquer. The founda-- 
tion for" devotion is laid fo deep in the human* 
mind, that the utmoft art and laboured endea- 
vours of a whole life cannot eraze it. There : 
are certain clrcumftances and fituations of af-- 
fairs, in which, nature will break forth, anct- 
fhew its force to be fuperior to all artificial* 
reafonings : there are, I fay, fbch circums- 
tances in the courfe-of almoft every one's life;* 
0*2- a* 
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a& will oblige the mofb hardened,, obdurate ne- 
gle&er or contemner of prayer,, to lift up his.; 
foul to God with the utmoib fervour. There 
are many fach circumftances ; but as it would: 
take up too much time to describe them all*.. , 
we lhall only mention, a few of them. When* 
one is reduced to the utmoft extremity of di- 
ftrefs, under, the preffuce of fome great afflic- 
tion ; when- relations,, friends* phyfician%, 
ftand around,, but cannot give any relief, ox.~ 
adminifterv any, confolation ; where is. the mam 
to be found* „ whofe fpeculative opinions can: 
then maintain »their power* over him, . and re- 
ftrain him from looking up unto God, andi 
imploring aid<ancL relief from him ?• In alii 
cafes, too, of fudden and . extreme danger, da* 
not we fee how naturally men fly to. God, andi 
invoke hina with the utmoft fervency, to hel£* 
and deliver- them ? la like manner, when the: 
poor, the weak, the friendlefe man, is forelp 
wronged, and grievoully.oppreued,by : the greats 
and powerful ones of the earth,. ancLfees no? 
poffible way. of redrefs from, men,; does he not; 
call upon the great Judge of aU, t to. protect the- 
injured, and plead his righteous: caufe ? A— 
gain, when, grievous- crimes* are laid to an ho— 
neft man's charge, of which he is entirely in~- 
nocent, efpecially when, accompanied with* 
fuch circumftances of probability, as that his- 
friends, and thofe who are inclined, ta judge 
moft favourably of /him, cannot help fufpeel:- 
ing that he is guilty ; does he not then natu- 
ral ly appeal to the all-Xeein^and unerring Judge, v 

and 
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aid' ihtreat him to vindicate bis innocence,, 
and- clear his good- name? Thcfe things are 
fcit in mankind, by a fudden impulfe of na- 
ture, without any deliberate reflection. Be- 
fide thefe ireftances, we may take notice of the 
two following u Firfty. When any one is about 
to leave the world, and bid an cverlafting 
farewei to all the enjoyments, of it ; r when all 
Hope of reflbration to health, or even of. pro- 
longing life in. a lingering difeafe, is taken a*- 
way;, is there «fty one who can then abftairK 
from prayings that the great and : good being ; 
who brought him into the world, and led him. 
through all. the different ftages of life, may 
continue his. providential care, conduct him 
fafely into* the. untried world of fpirits, and' 
Be his* guidei through all the periods of his ex*- 
iftence ? And, fecmdly^ When any, one 
ftands by, and fee* the expiring agonies of hb 
deareft friend, for: whom he felt the warmefte 
love and the higheii efteem,' in. whom he re.— 
pofed an unrcferved confidence ; when he 
fees that all thofe talents, virtues, andexceU 
kneies, which delighted. his foul, are foon to 
oeafe, as* to this world.; can he help wifhing, 
and praying, . with the utmoft ardor, that fuch* 
a<foul, with. all. his virtues and accomplish- 
ments, may furvivethe diffolution of bis mor- 
tal body, and that he may enjoy his- delightful: 
fociety in another and: better Situation of 
things,, where there fhall.be no danger. of death. 
and feparation any more ? 

But.why do I. infift on thcfe particular a- 

laxming 
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forming circumftances, as the only proofs tha* 
mankind are determined, by the very frame 
of their nature, to have recowfe to Almighty 
God ? For as foon as the faculties of the rea- 
fonable foul begin ta open and unfold, it ap* 
"pears to be in a pofture (I had almoft faid in 
an a&) of devotion. Do not we fee all man- \ 
kind breathing after knowledge and happineffr? 
Do not they all purfue truth and happinefs 
however far miftaken they may be as to the 
kind of "it ? This ardent defire in the htr- 
man foul is fb natural, fo effential to it; 
that, perhaps, there cannot be a jufter or "bet- 
ter definition given of it, than* that it is a ra*- 
tional being panting for knowledge and hap- 
pinefs. It muft be owned, that thefe breatfr- 
ings of the foul (after truth and felicity) are 
not directed immediately to God, nor explii- 
citly expreffed in words : and yet, as there is 
no notion or conclufion of reafon more natu- 
ral, or obvious to the foul, than its depend- 
ence on God, and that he is the fovereign dif- 
penfer of its lot, the'fource from which all its 
excellency or happinefs muft flow ; prayers are 
its moft natural exercife ; and' even thefe in- 
ftinftive defires may juftly be called natural 
prayers. They drfcover a plain tendency of 
the foul towards God, the eternal fountain of 
light and happinefs : they are fure indications; 
that there is fome idea of truth and' happineft 
ihfeparabie from the human mind ; and that 
there is a natural inftinct in it, which leads all. 
men' to feek after and purfae feme Species* ojt t 
• • * another 



P&AYE1U t8p 

another ofrgood, and- even to imploife k front 
Cod, 

From all thefe obfervations and Feafonihgfr* 
it is hoped we may conclude, that the ne- 
glecting or contemning of prayer muft be ow- 
ing to prejudices cberifhcd and fortified with, 
art and care ; and not to any dictate of rea^ 
fon, or impartial inquiry into the ftate and 
tendency of the feveral workings of the hu- 
man mind. But, after all that can be faid in> 
juftification of prafrer* we muft acknowledge* 
chat it is rather by the pure and refined feel- 
•ings of a well-difpofed heart, that any one catt 
be brought to a* full conviction of the worth 
fend importance of this part of religion, that* 
by the force of argument ; which, at beft, can 
only extort the cold afleni of the understand- 
ing, or ulence its vain rcafonings. 

Wb proceed now to the third thing pro*- 
pofed, namely, to point out the advantage* 
which arife from the fincere and ftedfaft per- 
formance of this important duty. And*, 
here, * 

In. the \firft place, When, we take the moft 
general view of prayer, we cannot help dis- 
cerning the ufefulnefs and importance of it. 
When we confider that mankind, in their pre* 
fent ftate,. are deeply immerfed in the bufinefs 
or enjoyments of the world \ that external ob- 
jects are perpetually ftriking uppn their ferifev 
.playing before their imaginations, and making, 
a&nreffionjL upon their, hearts & it evidently ap* 

pear** 
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pears to be an unfpeakable advantage to' tfceitQ 
to have regular and ftated feafons of recalling 
their minds from the numberkfs- avocations of 
ft vain world, and fixing them upon God, and 
fpiritual things. The furefHnethod of counter- 
working the iinprefiions made on the foul by that 
crowd of wordly thoughts which pafs through 
it, is to banifh them entirely for fome time, and 
lay it open, by prayfcr and contemplation, tor 
the impreffions of thofe heavenly and eternal 
obje&s, which, by their greftaefs, importance, 
and excellence, will engage and command at* 
tendon. And, indeed,, without proper fea- 
fons allotted to retirement atid devotion, and 
frequently recurring, we are in the greateft 
danger imaginable of being under the full and 
-uncontroukd power of thole vain and pcrifh- 
ing objefts . which . furround us in the worl&i 
and which are perpetually engaging the atten- 
tion of our minds, and foliciting the love and 
affe&ion of our hearts. Our Saviour, in the 
words of the text, takes notice of this, as the 
grand advantage of prayer, that it is a prefer-* 
vative againft the temptations of the world* 
Pray, (fays he) y that y* enter not into tempta-- 
tion. Now prayer has a natural tendency, in 
a great variety of ways, to' break the- force of 
thofe temptations to which we ar6 neceflarily 
expofed in life. It keeps alive in our minds 
an habitual fenfe of our danger ; difpofes us 
to keep. a watchful eye on th,ofe things from 
which our danger arifesj and puts us in a 
proper pofture for refinance and defence; — * 

It 
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lit turns away our attention (as has juft now 
been obferved) from thofe objects which raife 
impure defires and guilty paffions in our bo-' 
foms. It calls up fuch a lively feafe of the di- 
vine prefence, as muft check the firft rifings 
of irregular inclinations ; and fill us with dread 
and fhame, of thinking, faying, or doing any 
thing unworthy of thofe who aim at the approba- 
tion and favour of the great jj*dge of all. It pre- 
fents the divine perfections to our view, and in- 
fpires us with an abhorrence of every thing 
that would render us unlike to them. When- 
ever therefore we are aflaulted-*vkh a tempta- 
tion to gratify any impure and violent appe- 
tite or paffion, let us accuftom ourfelves to 
ftop, till we have lifted up our hearts to God, 
in fincere and fervent prayer, that he may af- 
fift us in the conflict, and give us the victory ; 
and we fhall foon feel the violence of the 
temptation abated, and that we are enabled 
to exert a hidden ftrength, and to obtain an 
entire maftery over it. 

Secondly , As prayer fortifies us againft temp- 
tations to fin-; fo k infpires us with the love, 
and animates us to thtf practice of every vir- 
tue* • By offering up our moft earned defires 
to God, that he may more and more beautify 
our fouls with all worthy and good difpofi- 
tions, our love to them is increafed ; and we 
are the more difpofed to employ every proper 
mean of eftabliihing and ftrengthening them 
in our hearts. When we pray that the vene- 
rable -image of our maker may be ftamped up- 

oa 
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on us, the divine perfections are neceffarily 
prefented to our view and. contemplation, our 
love and admiration of them is heightened, 
and we are fired with the noble ambition of 
drawing nearer and nearer to them, by great- 
er degrees of refemblance. When we con- 
template the deformity and mifery of vice, 
under the actual fenfe of the prefence of God, 
and intreat him tg preferve us from it, we 
cannot but look upon it with the higheft in- 
dignation, and form the mpft ftedfaft refolu- 
tions to abandon it. When we view the 
beauty of hoiinefs, as our creator's glory* 
and lift up our fouls to hjm in ardent prayers, 
to adorn us with it, we inuft feel our hearts 
yrarmed with the love of it* and lay ourfelves 
under the ilrongeft vows of adhering uniform- 
ly aad invariably to it, through the whole 
courfe of our lives. When we give full vent 
to the ardent breathings of our fouls after the 
Jove of God, gratitude to him, and confi- 
dence in him 5 thefe pious affections are im- 
mediately awakened; and ftrengthened in fome 
degree, in our hearts': and when we indulge 
ourfelves in frequent and ardent prayers foe 
the profperity and welfare of our £eliow-*ica* 
tures ; this exercife of the kind and benevolent 
affections contributes greatly to enliven and 
invigorate them. Moreover, thofe views in 
Which prayer prefents our brethren of man* 
kind to our minds, tend greatly to foften 0119 
hearts, and heighten .our goodnefs and teadei> 
aefs for them : when we con#4*r ^ *s » 
*; part 

1 
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jpart oF the fame great family of God with 
•ourfelves ; as partakers of the fame nature $ 
as liable to all the fame dangers and diftref- 
ifes ; as groaning under the fame darknefs of 
*mderftanding, diforder of heart, and violence . 
'•of paffion ; it will be impoflible for us not to 
iove and pity them with the greateft tender- 
jiefe, and pray with the utmoft ardor, that they 
may be at laft eftabliihed in fome better and 
happier ftate. 

Thirdly , Pratej* puts us into the beft frame 
and fituation of mind for receiving the influ- 
ences of heavenly light and grace. It pro^ 
motes a certain foftnefs and tendernefs of 
heart, which renders the foul eafily fufcept- 
ible of the impreflions of fpirituai and divine 
objects : the foul, when duly foftened and 
-humbled by prayer, feels and fees in quite an- 
•other manner than when it is hardened and 
puffed up with pride and vanity. A deep fenfc 
of our ignorance, difpofes us to attend to, and 
follow, every ray of* light,* how fmall foever : 
•whereas pride of underftanding (huts out the 
light, and turns away the attention from it* 
We (hould therefore coniider prayer, and ex- 
erGflfc ourfelves In it, as the great means ap- 
pointed by God for drawing down that wit 
dom from above, which is neceflary to guide 
us to our higher country, and to fettle us in 
eternal *eft and happinefs in our Father's 
houfe. See, for the proof of this, many fo- 
leom paflages of holy fcripture 5 James iv. 6. 
Pf. xxv. 9. if* btvi. 2. 

Vol. L R Fvurtbty* 
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Fourthly r , True devotion raifes the human 
foul to an uncommon pitch of grandeur and 
.-elevation. The mind of man feems to adapt 
itfelf to the different nature of the >objecls 
with which it is converfant : it is contracted 
. and debafed, by being employed in little and 
low things ; and it is proportionably enlarged 
and exalted, by the coatemplation of thofe 
.things which are great and fublime. The per- 
fections of the Deity, his univerfal and eter- 
nal providence* the excellence of virtue, and 
of thofe general laws of God which are the 
foundation and iupport of the order, the 
fceauty, and happinefs of his whole rational 
kingdom ; the dignity and immortality of the 
.human foul, whereby it is capable of vaft and 
.cndlefs improvements; thefe are objects of 
,fuch a ftriking and exalted nature, that they 
muft ennoble and enlarge the mind employed 
in contemplating them. AH worldly and tran- 
sitory things muft appear unworthy the low 
.and purfuit of that foul which is raifed above 
all created things, and which afpires to and 
.purfues that happinefs which arifes from the 
love, the refemlplance, and enjoyment of the 
.great creator of all. There is no greatnefe of 
mind equal to ihat which fprings from the dU 

• vine ambition of aiming at a refembling God ; 
and from the glorious hope of feeing him as 
;he is, in fome futurd period of exiftence. 
'* Now are we the fons of God, and it doth 
." not yet appear what we fhall be : but we 
•*' know, that when he fhall appear, we fhall 

« be 
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cr be like him j for we fliall fee him a* he is f* 
I John iii. 2. 

Fifthly, True devotion gives a wonderful 
ftrength and firmnefs to the foul which is un- 
der the full power and influence of it. Thar 
roan muft adhere with inviolable conftancy tcr 
whatever is great or good in life, who is ani- 
mated with the hope of the divine approba- 
tion, and who relies with aflured confidence 
on the friendfhip, protection, and afliftance* 
of the great ruler of all things. No difficul- 
ties, no dangers, can terrify him who has that 
great being on his fide, who can make or de- 
ftroy a world when he pleafes. No tempta- 
tions of pleafure or profit can allure him who 
trufts in an almighty friend, who is able to* 
make him happy, in. ten .thoufand methods* 
beyond what fee can conceive. Every world- 
ly thing vanifhes at the prefence of him, u be- 
"• fore whom the whole world is as nothing, lefs* 
*• than nothing, and vanity." Even death it- 
fclf is ftript of all its terrors to the pious man* 
when it is confidered only as a removing that 
vail of flefh which interpofes betwixt him and 
the invifible world. Nay, death itfelf is de~ 
firable •, as it difdofes new fcenes of wonder 
and delight, and admits the devout foul tc* 
the more immediate prefence of its God,. 
**• where there are rivers of pleafures for ever- 
" more." 

Since then prayer Is a reafonable thing in 

itfelf j fince there are fo many, and fo great 

R Z advantages 
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advantages arifihg from the fincere and fted-' 
fail practice df it ; it muft be both our duty 
. and our intereft to continue inftanf in it. And 
that we may be animated with fervour and 
fincerity in the exercife of this part of ourr 
duty, let us frequently inculcate on ourfelves^ 
that ive are weak, indigent, and ignorant crea- 
tures 5 and that we depend entirely on our 
maker for all we poffefs at prefent, or hope 
to enjoy hereafter. The firft and moft ob- 
vious reflection convinces us, that we are no- 
thing of ourfelves ; but that it is by the power- 
of God we have our exiftence. No man was 
ever fg prefumptuous and abfurd, as to ima- 
gine or aflert, that he was author and origi- 
nal to himfelf; and that he felt a mighty 
power by which he brought himfelf into be- 
ing, and could continue himfelf in it as long as 
he pleafed. Every one acknowledges, that he 
finds nothing in his own nature to warrant 
his fubfiftence in this world for one moment j. 
and far lefs to enlure it for ever in another.. 
Nay, even fuppofing our exiftence continued 
to us by that almighty being who gave' it,. 
\vp are confeious^that we cannot conduct our- 
felves furely to that ftate of perfection and 
happinefs which our natures are capable of >% 
and for which they were defigned. When we 
have viewed ourfelves on all fides, we find 
we are in the moft , forlorn and helplefs con- 
dition imaginable, without' the friendship oF 
a fuperior and almighty being. In order to 
reprefent our deplorable ftate without 'a firm. 

reliancfiL 
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rdfance orr the all-fuftaining and all-conduct- 
ing providence of our great creator, let us' 
fappofe, that in a morning when we awake,, 
we fliould find ourfelves* failing along with all 
our neareft relations and deareft friends, in> 
a wide, unconftant, and feemingly boundUfs- * 
ocean ; where we fee ftorms and teinpefts ga- 
thering around us, hovering over, and very 
foon to break upon us ; being utterly inca- 
pable ourfelves to fteer our veflel to any fafe 
harbour, and without any hope of afliftance 
either from men or invifible powers; fo that 
we could expect no relief, but muft be in per- 
petual dread of being toffed up and down at 
the pleafure of winds and waves, tilt we ffiould 
be ftarved to death, or until our veflel fplie 
upon fome unfeen rock,- and we {houjd fink 
to the bottom : would not our cafe be ex- 
tremely lamentable ? Yet this is but a faint 
image of our ftate here in this world, without ' 
an aflured truft in thewifdom and'goodnefs of 
an invifible and almighty friend, who will 
lead us fafely through this dangerous voyage? 
of human life, and land- us at kft on feme 
peaceful (hore. * 

We find ourfelves placed here in- a vaft r 
and, to our view, a boundlefs world* and in the 
xmdft of an incomprehensible fcheme of things* l 
We know not- whence we came, or v* hither 
we are going. We behold an eternity before 
us ; but know not what {hall befall u» while 
we continue here, at our departure hence* oir 
ia any period of tha* endlefc duration thro?' 
H 3 whitla 
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which we may pafs. We fee other perfons a- 
round us of the fame nature,* and in the fame 
circumftances with ©urfelves : they are as* 
ignorant and as weak as we are, and can giver 
us neither information nor anlAance. When 
we refleft on what pafies- within our bofoms,. 
we muft own, that our inward tranquillity is» 
frequently difturbed and interrupted. Some* 
times, indeed, pleafing deiire9, joyful hopes,, 
and delightful aife&ions> enliven and gladden* 
our hearts,: but,, at other times, vain defires,, 
alarming fears, and guilty paflions, difquiefi 
and torment them* It is not in our power to 
preferve uniformly the gentle emotions, and 
happy % effe&s> of the former ; or to banifh en- 
tirely the unquiet workings,, and baneful in- 
fluences,, of the latter. When we look back: 
en that part of our life which is; already paft> 
we cannot avoid being felf-condemned fop* 
many inftances of fin and folly ; which fome- 
times awaken within us dire forebodings of 
a juft punishment awaiting us in fome future 1 
period of our exiftence : and. when we lookr 
forward to that part of life which lies before* 
us, we find reaibn to dread we fiiall be guilty 
of die fame, or the like departures from the 
paths of wiftlom and righteoufiaefs* Let any 
one retire from the noife and hurry of the 
world, and refleft ferioufly with bimfelf up- 
on his prefer* ftate, as a ftate of trial, in 
which tfeere is a certain path marked out t<* 
him by the great author of his being ; and 
that acceding* as fc&wilfcs in it, or departs 

horn 



front it^ tie fhall be happy or miferable ia* 
this and ia another life x. and after he has im- 
printed on his mind a juft and<awful ftnfe of 
this interefting and important truth*, That his* 
eternal happinefs depends* upon* his behaviour*, 
let him further confider, that, through the' 
weaknefs of his underftandinj r the ftrcngth off 
hifrpaffions, the ficklenefs of his heft refolu-. 
tions, and the numberlefs temptations of the 
world, he may be led aftray from the path oB 
fife ; and he fhall find hhnfelf {truck with fuch 
a fenfe of his danger, as will force him to* 
break out in thefe or fuch-like meditations, 
intermixed with prayers. **• O my foul J how 
•* great is thy darknefs, how deep is thy cor— 
#i ruption, how manifold are the dangers to» 
**. which thou, art expo&d in this thy paflage 
*' through this world ! Thou knoweft not 
91 where thy true happinefs liesi ; thou arte 
" ignorant of the way that leads unto it* 
•* thou haft frequently wandered in< a vain* 
H purfuit of falfe appearances of it ; and thou; 
*< art in the goeateft danger of ftill wandering; 
w farther from it." 

*. c O Father of lights^ open mine eyes to? 
" fee what my true happinefs i» ; point out* 
w the road clearly that leads unto it ; and) 
H never fuffer me to depart from it* Send* 
" forth thy light and thy truth; let then* 
"' lead me and* brings me to that new heaven 
*' and new earth wherein dwelleth righteouf- 

* nefs« Guide me with thy counfel while 

* here> and afterward receive me to glory." -, 
\ *) Further, 
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Further, let the fame perfqn, continuing. 
his retirement and meditation, furvey with fe- 
rioufnefs and. attention the whole extent of his- 
dmty to God, to mankind, and to himfelfy 
and the manifold awful obligations he lies un- 
der to fulfil it ; and he fhall fcarce be able 
to contain himfelf from giving vent to the 
lively workings of his heart in thefe or fome 
fitch mournful acknowledgements, and ardent 
petitions. * 

•" O my God, how faint and rmperfeft are* 
u -my views of thy infinite perfection and * 
" glory ! How little do I feel of that adora- 
" tion and praife, that lave and confidence,. 
*' which are indifpenfably due unto thee ! 
f< - Tho' thou haft prefented unto my view the % 
f * univerfal frame of nature, which is a ftand- 
** : ing monument, a perpetual remembrancer,. 
€€ of thy creating power, thy marvellous wif- 
*' dom, and eternal Godhead;, thou eh thou 
**• haft made me capable of contemplating the 
•* wondrous fabric of the heavens, whofe* 
• c auguft magnificence, immeafurable extent, 
* c and beneficial influences on this lower 
€€ world, afford me at once a lively reprefen- 
** tation and convincing evidence of thy ia- 
•* finite glory, thy boundlefs immenfily, and? 
** diffufive benignity ; though thou haft pla- 
w ced me here in an apartment of -thy world, 
•• where I fee thy inexhauftibie power and* 
iC munificence perpetually employed, in rai- v 
° fing up, fupparting, and providing for 
* innumerable families of, thy creature* a- 
* • <c round 
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** round me; though thou haft given me* a*»» 
u organized body-, fearfully and wonderfully 
u made, bearing the ftrongeft marks of di**- 
* € vine wifdoiriy and kind intention, in the 
** contrivance of every part and member of- 
" it \ though thou haft placed a noble mha» 
c< bitant within* whofe faculties and difpofi- 
u - tions, with a capacity of endlefs improve- 
u ment in knowledge and virtue, are the fit- » 
* c reft proof and trueft image of thy infinite 
*< wifdom and per/ect goodnefs.; nay, though 
* c thou haft favoured me with a revelation of 
•* thy will, containing the cleareft and moft 
f * exprefs difcoveries of thy perfections, and* 
" of what adoration, praife, and confidence, 
€( are due to them : yet, alas ! all thefe va- 
" rious and ftriking manifeftations thou haft 
" given me of thyielf, make but very feebler 
u and tranfient impreffions upon my heart.* 
M How manifeft is the disorder of all the 
*' powers of my foul ! The insignificant and 
#c tranfitory pleafures,. riches, and honours 
u of this vain world, employ my under ft and-' 
" ing, ftrike upon: my imagination, and cap- 
** tivate -my heart ; while thy perfect excel- 
" lence, thy unbounded goodnefs,. and eter- 
« nal providence, are either entirely difre-* 
**■ garded by me, or thought upon with a flu-** 
" pid coldnefs and indifference. 

M O heavenly Father, author of every good 
*« and perfect gift, rectify all the diforders of 
€c my foul J reftore all my faculties to their 
* original and worthieft employment ! May 
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**it henceforth be my chief delight to coi*- 
cr> template thee, in all the difcoveries thou, 
c# haft made of thyfelf, in thy wondrous 
€C works, and in the revelations of thy will ! 
t€ Give me fuch clear and afte&ing' views of 
^thy fupreme glory and excellence, as mall 
••" kindle that flame of love to thee, in my 
'* breaft, which fhall never be extinguifhed„ 
€i "but burn ftronger and ftronger every day Y 
•^Penetrate my heart with fuch a deep fenfe 
<c * of all thy mercies to me, and of thy con- 
€C ftant bounty to thy whole creation, as fhall 
( * ftir up all that is within me to blefs and 
**■ p*aife thy name for ever and ever ! Efta- 
" blifh my foul in fuch a firm perfiiafion of 
ifr the infinite goodnefs and wifdom of thy u- 
tc niverfal and everlafting providence, as fhall 
€<r engage me to throw myfelf, and all my great 
'Hnterefts upon it, with a boundlefs qonfi- 
<c -dence ! O Lord of hofts, blefled is the 
tcr man that tmfteth in thee ! I fhall be kept 
«• in perfeft peace when my mind is ftaid on 
«*thee. 

w <c I muft acknowledge before thee, the 
€t fearcher of hearts, that I difcern and feel 
<# other marks of depravity in my nature, be- 
c *fides an - habitual forgetfulnefs of thy un- 
c * changeable goodnefs, and a ftupid infenfi- 
«* bility of thy inexpreflible glory and great- 
'tnefs. Thou haft furrounded me here in 
u thy world, with my fellow- creatures, the 
•* children of thy family ; and made me ca- 
Mvpable of ^aerctfing kind afiedtions towards 
u u them » 
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** them ; of rejoicing with them in their pr©- 

4t fperity, of fympathifing with them in their 

" adyeriity, and of performing kind offices 

<c to them in every ftate : but, alas ! how rf- 

" ten have I failed in this part of my duty ! 

ic I am confcious to myfelf, that my friendly 

" affections, at beft, are but too weak and 

" limited ; frequently interrupted, fo me times 

" overcome, by the workings of the feLfifh 

*' and interefted paffions. O great Father 

4t of all, who art love, and dwelleft in low, 

" teach me to imitate thy perfect and univer- 

" fal goodnefs ! Enlarge my heart to em- 

u brace the whole human kind ! Make me 

«*' feel a perpetual flow of good-will to all thy 

" children around me ! Check the growth, 

*' nay, kill the feeds, of all malice, envy, and 

<c ill-will in my bofom ! Raife me to that hap- 

* € py ftate, in which I fhall forget myfelf, and 

" place my chief delight in Jpreading peace, 

4t joy* an d happinefs all around me, to the ut- 

•" moft of my power I Let all the tender and 

u generous affections increafe in ftrength, in 

u fervour, and extent, in my foul, till I bc- 

" come, fit to be tranfplanted into that happy 

€i kingdom, where peace and concord, love 

u and friendfhip, reign in full perfection for 

*.* ever and ever. 

"O my foul, under how many hinderancee 
■** of thy improvement, and progrefs toward 
u perfection, doft thou labour ! The appetites 
" and paffions of thy mortal body, interrupt 
*< the exercife of the nobler ,afleclion$ # weakest 

« the 
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** the fenfe of what is heavenly and divine, 

u and ufurp that dominion which belongs un- 

cc to thee. Under their tumultuous govern- 

<c ment thy underftanding is darkened, tby af- 

%i fe&ions corrupted, and thy inward tranquil- 

u lity almoft quite deftroyed. O God, who 

*' haft the hearts of all men in thy hand, and 

*' turneft them whitherfoever thou pleafeft, 

** eftabliih thou that part of me which is im- 

*' mortal and divine, in its juft fupremacy ; 

41 fubjedt all my lower paflio«s to its authori- 

*' ty ; and make me to enjoy that inward com- 

*' pofure, and ferenity, which is always to be 

u found under its gentle fway ! O thou righ- 

4i teous Judge of all the earth, who rendered 

*' to every one according to his works, when 

** I take a calm and ferious review of all the 

xi motions of my heart, and actions of my 

u life, I muft acknowledge with deep regret, 

xi that I find many things which I cannot ap- 

€< prove ; nay, many things for which I ami 

4t (elf-condemned, and which I cannot recall 

** to my remembrance, without feeling the 

** peace of my mind fenfibly difturbed, my 

4€ confidence "in thee greatly damped, and the 

** awful dread of thy difpleafure ftrongly a- 

*' wakened. 

" Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
** fuffering, and abundant in goodnefs and 
«« truth, keeping mercy for thoufands, forgi- 
* f ving iniquity, tranfgrefEon and fin ; forgive 
c< my innumerable follies and trahfgreflions ; 
* c deliver me from the dreadful confequences 
t « of 
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*' of them, and punifhments due to them, in 
**' this and an eternal world ! Whatever moral 
4i imperfections are ftitt remaining in me, di- 
€t reft me to the knowledge of them, and to 
** the proper means of removing them. Wken- 
^^ver I wander from thee, thou eternal foun- 
** tain of light and life I (hew me my error, 
*' though it fhould be by fatherly correction ; 
* l let pains or forrows bring me home, but 
** never leave me to myfelf ! Direct me to the 
*' right improvement of all the affiftances thou 
■" haft afforded me, for purifying and perfect- 
* c ing my nature * Teach me to underftand 
u clearly, to believe firmly, to value juftly, 
** and comply fincerely, with that laft and 
4< brighteft revelation thou haft given me by 
-" Jefus Chrift. Give me a juft fenfe of the 
*' unmerited, unfolicited, and wonderful 
4< friendfhip of the eternal Son of God ; who, 
4< though he was rich, yet, for the fake of a- 
H poftate fons of men, became poor* and was 
Iwiade flefh, and fuffered, and died, that -he 
<*?night enlighten their darkened underftand- 
* € ings, purify their corrupted hearts,, exalt 
«< their debafed natures, deliver them from the 
** punifhments due unto their fins, fet open 
** the gates of immortality before them, and 
€( conduit them into die prefence of their 
€t God. Teach me to hearken to his divine 
*' inftructfoos ; to copy after his fpotlefc ex- 
* € ample ; to approach to thee by him, as my 
€€ great Mediator ; and to expect the forgive- 
f * nefs of my fins, .on the terms marked out in 
/ Vol.L S "his 
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* € hh gofpel ! -Let the ferious consideration 
* % of my need of fuch a Saviour, beget and 
*' prefcrve in me the deepefl: fenfe of my own 
Xi unwoithinefe ; and let the consideration of 
-" thy love and mercy in appointing him to be 
* ( the Saviour of men, infpire me with the 
," humble and modefi confidence of being re- 
*' ftored, by him, to the enjoyment of thy f*- 
*< vour and friendfhip. Carry me ftill for- 
€t ward, O heavenly Father I by all the mc*- 
<c thods of thy providence and grace, in the 
*' paths of righteoufnefs, till I become fit to be 
€€ tranfplanted into the higher world of fpi- 
" rits, where I fhall live in evcrlafting fecuri* 
€€ ty from all dangers ; where I fliall no more 
**' bewail the darknefs of my understanding, 
*' and the diforder of. my heart ; but where I 
*' ihall fee thee my Maker unvaijed ; where I 
** (hall love thee entirely, rejoice in thee tri- 
f umphantly, and celebrate thy praifes to all 
** pjternitv ! w 
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Minifters of the gofpel cautioned againft 
giving offence* 

i 

By John Erskine, D. 0. 

breached before the Synod of Lothian aocf 
» Tweeddale, Nov. 8. 176 J. 

2 Cor. vi. Jr 

Giving no offence in any. things that the miniftry 
be not blamed* 

THese words of the Apotfle Paul, which 
were primarily intended to do juftice ta 
his own character, and that of Timothy, his 
beloved fon in the faith^ prefent to the view 
of gofpel-minifters, in every age, a fair and 
approved pattern, which they ought to copy 
after, if they wifh to profper in their arduous 
work. The conduct of thefe excellent men 
was, in the main, fo circumfpect and exem-* 
plary, that it could give no juft eaufe of of- 
fence to Jews, to Gentiles, or to the churches 
of Chrift. They carefully avoided* whatever 
might increase the prejudices of unbelievers 
agatnft the gofpel, or might impair the repu- 
tation and fuccefs of their miniftry, by laying 
a ftumbling-block, or occafion of offenee, in 
their brother's way. 

Sz I 
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I intend, in difcourfing an this paffiige, firft 
to explain the duty of giving no offence ; then 
to inculcate upon myfelf and my brethren in 
the miniftry the praftice of that duty ; and* 
laftly, to .conclude with fome practical reflec- 
tions on what may be delivered. 

I. I am to explain the duty here recommend- 
ed to minifters, Giving no offence. 

To preach and to aft fo as that, in fact* 
none fhall be offended, would indeed be a 
hard, or rather impofiible, taflc. We. cannot 
govern the fentiments and paffions of others j 
-and that can never be our duty which is wholly 
out of our power. The taftes of our hearers 
are fo oppofite, that what is relifhed by one 
fet of them will neceffarily difguft another* 
So changeable are the humours of not, a few, 
that what yefterday they approved, to-mor* 
row they condemn. The weak and captious 
will cenfure our not doing what was either 
impoffible or unfit to be done. Not vifiting 
the fick when we were altogether ignorant of 
their ficknefs $ vifiting one perfon oftener than 
another ; preaching a little longer than 'ufual* 
or a little fhorter 5 infifting often on fubjeft* 
of general importance, or infifting feldom on 
fubjefts of lefs extenfive ufe; repeating the 
fame fermon in different pulpits \ borrowing 
ufeful obfervations from the compofitions of 
others ; refilling to fpend that time in compa- 
ny, which duty requires us to devote to our 
(tudies : nay, circumftances. ftill more infigni- 

cant 
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cant than fhefe ; our parentage, our wealth,, 
eur poverty, our drefi, our neceffary recrea^ 
tions; every -thinfg that relates to us, every 
thing we fay or do, however innocent y every 
thing we omit, however needlefe, may, by 
ene or other, be found feuk with.- To fucb 
trifles-, tFiflers alone can conftantly attend. IF 
people will take offence where no thadow of 
offence has been grven, his foui muft be grove-* 
Kng, and his time and pains poorly employ- 
ed, who, in fech low inconfiderable matters, 
can entirely guard againft it. Even truth and 
bolinefe give offence. If any truth is contra- 
ry to generally-received opinions, marry will be 
our enemies for telling thern that truth. IS 
vice is honeftly reproved, the obftinate tranf* 
greffbr will be provoked. But if men take 
umbrage at us for doing our duty, it becomes* 
us- to offend man rather than God. Whert 
we hold on fteadiiy m the paths of truth and 
righteoufnefe, atnidft thefe unjuft reproaches, 
the teftimony of God and of a good confeience? 
Will afford us unfpeakable fupport and de-> 
Bght. The faithful minifter^ though reviled 
by an ungrateful generation, as a troubler of 
Ifrael, and a turner of the world upfide down, 
Is glorious in- the eyes of the Lord. Though 
his chara&er may, for a feafoa^be under' st 
cloud, God will at length bring forth his righ- 
teoufnefs- as the light, and his judgement as 
the noon-day. h is evident, therefore, thac 
the duty of giving no offence, only means* the 
/giving, no- juftcaufe of offence, by doing* any 
&£ thing 
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thing unbecoming our profeffion as Chr*- 
ftians, or our office as minifters of Chrift* 
But it is proper to descend to particulars* 

i. Our life and converfation flxould be in- 
offenfive. Our ftation is elevated and confpi- 
cuous, and expofes us to the moft ftrift and 
critical infpedtion. Many eyes are upon us, 
and the fame allowances will not be made for 
our mifcarriages as for thofe of others. Tho* 
we could fpeak with the tongues of men, and o£ 
angels, we mall hardly charm our hearers in- 
to a life of piety, and convince them that re- 
ligion is beautiful, unlefs we exhibit her beau* 
ties in a regular .well-ordered converfationv 
A difiblute life cannot fail to make us bafe in 
the fight of the people. When our practice 
is manifeftly inconfiftent with our db&rines, 
the brighteft parts will not proteft our charac- 
ter, the fineft accomplishments will not fcreen> 
tis from deferved reproach. 

Nor is it enough that we are not charge- 
able with fcandalous wickednefs. If we in- 
dulge ourfelves in pra&ices of a fufpicious na- 
ture ; venture, to the utmoft bounds of what 
is lawful ; needlefsly frequent the company of 
feoffors at religion ; or, at leaft, fpend more 
of our lcifure-hours witlTthe gay and thought* 
lefsj than with fober ferious Chriftians ; if our 
conduct betray a crafty, political, intriguing 
fpirit ; if we difcover no relifh for retirement \ 
are often and unneeefiarily in the tavern, (el* 
dom in the clofet, and referve little of our 
time for reading, meditation, and prayer > if 
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m word fcarce ever drop from us in ordinary 
converfation chat can either inftruft or edify, 
we tranfgrefs the precept of giving no offence^ 
With whatever force of argument, and feern* 
ing watrmtb* we recommend from the pulpit 
heavenly-inindednefs and 4evotion, humility* 
felf-denial, weanednefc from the world, up* 
rightnefs and integrity, the careful improve* 
meat of time, 'and a lender eircvmfpeA life> 
few who obferve our behaviour will be chari- 
table, or rather, will be blind enough, ty 
fancy us in earneft. The judicious will ihrewd- 
lyfufpeft that pleafure, gain, or honour, i» 
dearer to us than God's glory and the &lva<- 
tion of fouls* . Good meii will be offended \ 
and even bad men, whatever they pretend, 
will, in their hearts, defpife us. We move- 
in a more exalted Sphere than others ; and if 
we would fhinc as lights of the world, had 
need to avoid every appearance of evil ; and 
to confidcr well, not only what is juft and 
pure, but what is lovely and of good report. 
The world experts, that we (houJd do honour 
to our profeffion, a& up to the dignity of our 
character, and, with the great apoftle of the 
•Gentiles, magnify our office, by acquiring 
cultivating, and exercifing every accornplifhi- 
ment, gift, and grace, that tends to promote 
our ufefulnefe in the church of Chrift. Ma- 
By things, abftra&ly confidered > may be law- 
ful, which yet are not expedient, and edify 
not. Duty indeed fometimes obliges us to 
$ontradi£t the humours of our people 1 but 

it 
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it is neither a&ing a wife nor a good part te 
contradidt them for contradi&ionY fake. In 
matters indifferent, we fhould become all things 
to all men, that we may gain the more ; and 
deny oudelves the ufe of our lawful liberty, 
when, by indulging it, our brother would be 
ftumbled, or offerfded, or made weak. 

2. We fhould give no offence by chufing in* 
judickmfly the fubjefts of our fermons.^When 
we preach what is the relult of mere human 
reafon, or teach for doftrines the command- 
ments of men 5 when we urge uncertain Spe- 
culations as warmly as if falvatiori depended 
on the belief of them ; puzzle our hearers 
with netrfchemes unfupportcd by fcripture- 
evidence, or, by forced unnatural interpreta- 
tions, torturp the infpired writings to fpeak 
our mind} when the things we teach, though 
poflibly true in themfelves, yet are not import- 
ant religious truths, explained and inforced in 
a fcriptural ftaun 5 we pra£tica% declare, by 
fuch a condutt, that we have no high efteem 
for divine revelation, and have forgot our 
commiffion as ambafikdors of Chrift. h would 
be reckoned arrogant preemption, even ia 
the ambaffador of an earthly prince, fliould he 
exceed his inftruftions, and beotke himfelf to 
his own fagacity, in adjufting the differences 
of his Sovereign with neighbouring ftates : 
und can art ambaffador commiffioned by him 
in whom are hid all the treasures of wifdom 
and knowledge, be thus unfaithful, without 
the moft daring and impious iafoleace ? H* 

bids 
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bids faired to preach with fiiccefs, who 
preaches in words, not of man's wifdom, but 
which the Holy Ghoft teache^h, comparing 
fpiritual things with fpirituaL The blefied 
Spirit fets his feal only to doftrines ftamped 
with his own authority, and which flow from 
that facred fountain unfullied and pure. The 
gofpel, when mingled with human inventions, 
lofes much of its natire In fire, and, like a- 
dulterated milk, affords but fcanty and un* 
wholefome nourilhment. An itch to fay what 
is curious and uncommon, is a dangerous 
turn of mind in a teacher of Chriftianity. 
Common truths are like common bleflings * 
of moft ufe, anc^pf trueft worth : and that is- 
the beft fermon which makes the grace of God 
fweet, falvation through Chrift acceptable, fin 
ugly and hateful, and holincfe amiable to the 
fouL 

. If they give juft ground of offence wh^ adi 
to the worfl of God, they do it alftrwho take 
from it. All God's words are right. Thgrc 
is nothing froward or perverfe in them. Every 
doftrine and precept is wifely fuited to pro- 
mote God's glory and man's falvation, and 
was mercifully revealed for that very purpofe* 
All fcripture (s given by infpiration of God* 
and is profitable for do&rine, for reproof, for 
correction, for inftru&ion in righteoufnefs. 
Thofe entertain too high a conceit of their 
own penetration, and very mean ideas of the 
divine wifdom, who fancy it dangerous to 
preach what the blefled Spirit judged it pro- 
per 
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per to reveal. If we would keep back fron* 
ouf people nothing profitable, we muft endea- 
vour to declare to them the whole counfel of 
God. Concealing any part of that form of 
found words which our commiifion directs us- 
to publiih, is unfaithfulnefs to God, and iiw 
juftice to the fouls of men. " He, M faithr 
God, " that hath my word, let him fpeak my 
« word faithfully i" Jer. xxiii. 28. And a- 
gain : *' — All the words that I command thee 
" to fpeak unto them, diminifh not a word j* 
Jer. xxvi. 2. 

• As wife and faithful ftewards, we muft re- 
gard the whole family, and give to every one 
ins proper portion : teaching the young and 
ignorant, in a plain familiar manner, the firft 
principles of the oracles of God ; and difpen* 
fing ftrong meat to them of full age, who, by 
reafon of ufe, have their fcnfes exercHed to 
di&sra both good and evil. The erroneous 
we muft endeavour, by found reafoning, to 
convince of their miftakes. We muft unfold 
the ftriclnefs, fpirituality, and extent of God's 
law, and difplay the awful fanclions that in- 
force it, to rouie from their fpiritual lethargy 
the fecure and thoughtlefs, the bold and pre- 
fumptuous, the proud and felf-confident : a- 
wakened fouls we muft gently allure to Chrift*, 
by the fweet and free invitations of the gofpel ; 
and believers we muft exhort, by a faithful dif- 
charge of every duty, to adorn the doctrine of 
God their Saviour in all things. 
Perhaps it is one chief occafion of our gi- 
ving 
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ving offence, by not declaring the whole coun- 
fei of God, that there are certain fubje&s pe- 
culiarly eafy and agreeable to us, which, on 
that account, we are apt to imagine the moft 
important, and to infift upon the moft fire- 
vquen^ly. Lefturing ufually on large por- 
tions of fcripture might be fome remedy to 
this evil. Occafions would, in that way, foon 
-prefent, of explaining every do&rine, 'and in- 
culcating every duty. Both we and our. hear- 
ers would grow better acquainted with the 
lively oracles, and learn to read them more 
profitably. Befides, fhort occasional hints, 
.which naturally arife in our ordinary courfe of 
.expounding a gofpel or epiftle, may fall with 

, weight on our hjarers ere they are aware, and 
force convi&ion. Whereas, when the fub- 
jeft of a fermon is dire&ly levelled againft vul- 
gar prejudices or fafhionable vices, inftantly 
the alarm is taken, and the mind ftrengthen^fe 
itfelf againft evidence. The heart is^a fort 
more cafily tajcen by fap than by ftorm. 

But though we give hints ©f every truth, our 
fermons will offend the -judicious, if we infift 
moft frequently and earneftly on fubjefts of 
leffer importance, and more fparingly and 
coldly on thofe branches of Chriftianity which 
are moft frequently introduced, and have the 
greateft ftrefs laid upon them, in the faired 
writings. Our great bufinefs is, to inftrufik 
guilty creatures hpw they maybe recovered 

.from, the ruins of their apoftafy, ferve God 

^acceptably here, and enjoy him for ever her<~ 

aft^r. It is juftly offenfive, if we content our- 

felves 
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felves with now and then mentioning, in a 
flight and overly manner, thofe things which 
affect the very vitals of our common Chrifti- 
anity. 

If Chrift, and falvation through him, are 
rarely preached, this will be quite oppofite to 
♦he apoftolic pattern. Let it not be pleaded, 
That thefe doctrines were more neceflary to 
Jews and Heathens than to profefled Chri- 
ftians. A little obfer nation may convince us, 
that many of our hearers are Chriftians only 
in name, and need to be taught thefe doctrines 
jsnore perfectly, or, at leaft, to have deeper 
lmprefHons of their truth and importance. 
Befides, it was not barely in addrefiing infidels 
that the apoftles infilled on fuch fuhjects. 
They did it alfo in their epifties to the faints 
and faithful in Jefus, who knew thefe things, 
and were eftablHbed in the prefent truth. A 
confiderable part of many of thefe epifties im- 
mediately relates to the peculiar doctrines of 
Chriftianity. And, in the practical part of 
them, thefe pecufiar doctrines are often urged 
as motives even to focial and relative duties. 
For inftance, they are urged to duTuade from, 
evil-fpeaking, and to recommend meeknefs and 
gentleneft, Tit. iii. 2.. <b feqq. : and in the 8th. 
verfe of that chapter, the apoftle, after pro- 
nouncing the doctrine of juftiiication through 
Chrift a faithful faying } injoins Titus to af- 
firm it conftantly, in order to excite believers 
to carefulnefs in maintaining good works. But 
I have a ftill higher pattern to plead ; More 
% of 
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«oF our Lord's fermons are recorded by the be- 
loved difciple than by the other evangeliftsi 
and of thefe the principal fubje&s are, the 
dangerous ftate of the unconverted* and the 
mature, neceffity, and*blefied confequences 
of faith in Chrift, of union with "him, and of 
the fan&ifying influences of his Spirit. The 
laft and longeft of thefe fermons, though 
preached to the apofties only, who had long 
ago profefied their dependence on him as their 
.guide to eternal life, yet chiefly relates to th« 
mutual love of Chrift and his people, and the 
fafety and comfort that flow from the exercife 
«of faith in him. The do&rine of Chrift cru* 
cified is the inftkuted mean for producing and 
nourishing the divine life, and (hould be the 
xrentre of our fermons, m reference to, and 
dependence upon which, ether fubje&s ought 
-to be confidered. 

The nature of true religion, as diftinguiflied 
3rom every counterfeit appearance, the ge- 
nuine workings of it in the heart, and the 
fruits of it in the life, are fubje&s that need 
to be often explained and inculcated. Scrip* 
ture abounds with otcafional inftru&ions on 
thefe heads ; and the i toth pfakn* our Lord's 
formon on the mount, the epiftle of James, 
and John's firft epiftle, treat them <!eflgnedly f 
$uod at full length. On the one hand, we 
muft inculcate it frequently, that however 
^blamelefs mens outward conduct may appear, 
yet if they aft barely from felfifh interefted 
principles, and have not charity, love to God, 

Vol. I. T to 
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<to Chrift, and to their brethren of mankind, 
^hey are nothing, have not the fpirit of Chrift 
in them, and are none of his: "The end of 
• c the commandment, is love, out of a pure 
** heart, a good confeience, a»d faith unfeign- 
u ed." In other words, The end of divine 
revelation is not gained upon us, till we love 
our duty, fee a beauty and excellency in holi- 
nefs, and efteem it our meat and drink to do 
the will of our heavenly Father. On the ou- 
tlier hand, we muft remind our . hearers, that 
where the tree is good, the fruit alfo will be 
good ; and that no pretences to faith or love 
are well founded, which do not juftify them*. 
felves by a (Stable practice. Nor muft we con- 
lent ourfelves with general encomiums <m ho- 
ljnefs and good worfc^. It is jieceffary minute- 
ly to defcribe the various graces of the Spirit 
that conflitute the Chriftian tamper, and the 
various duties -we owe to God, our neigh- 
bours, and ourfelves. We do not comply with 
the precepts of the apoftles, and imitate their 
example, in fpeaking the things that become - 
found doctrine, unlefs we inculcate upon our 
hearers the particular obligations that refuk 
from their different ages, ftations, and rela- 
tions, Tit* Li. i. 2.; for vice., as well as er- 
ror^ is contrary to found do&rine, according 
to the glorious goipel of the bleiTed God, 
i Tim. i. 9. — n. 

Further, we give offence, if we do not infift 
on fubjetts fuited tp the fpiritual ft^te of our 
,flpcks, and tp the difpenfatjons of providence 

. towar.ds 
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tdwards them. In many difcourfes, thecoun- 
fel is good, but not for the time : whereas 
a well-timed difcourfe bids faitfeft to ftrike and 
edify. • There is alfo a time to keep filertce, as 
well as a time to'fpeak. In many cafes, we 
will inftruft and admonifli in vain, if we ftay 
not till mens minds are calm, compofed, and 
in proper temper to give us a fair hearing.' 
Paul would not feed with ftrong meat thofo 
who were not able to bear it. On fome occa- 
sions, an oblique hint will irritate more than 
a fevere undifguifed reproof would do at an- 
other feafon. 

It is evident^ from what has been fitid, that 
the matter of his,fermons muft needs give of-' 
fence, whofe ideas of the great truths of Chri- 
stianity are fuperfioial, confufedj and indi(- 
tihft. IMfen muft have knowledge etc they 
impart it ; and there is one only fource whence 
divine knowledge, without danger of miftake, 
can- be derived, and where it is the duty and 
intereft of the minifter of Ghrift, with the ut- 
ihoft diligence, to dig for it. Let the writings 
of philofophers* of hiftorians, and of politi- 
cians, be their ftudy whofe bufinefs it is to 
unfold the fecrets* of nature, to tranfmit to- 
pofterity the memorable deeds- of heroes, or* 
to give counfel to their fovereign in matters o£ 
ftate. Thefe branches of knowledge are at? 
beft ornamental, nor eflential, to a teacher of 
Ghriftianity. He may innocently, nay, ufe- 
fully, amufe himfelf with them 5 but he can- 
not,, without facrilege, devote to them th« 
T l greatefte 
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greateft part of his time. His office is, to* 

make known to perifhing tinners, the fublime* 
the aflfe&ing, the comforting truths of the live- 
ly oracles.^ and for that end* attentively to 
read them^tovmeditate on them day and night* 
and whilft he defpifes not the labour* of able, 
and worthy men who have endeavoured to 
illuftrate them,, to fecure a better and more 
effectual help,, by humbly and. fervently im- 
ploring the Father of lights, to. open his eyes- 
to behold wondrous things out of God's* word*. 
Thus {hall he become a fcribe inftrufted imp. 
the kingdom of. God, and, like! unto a. man. 
that is an houfeholder, bring forth out. of his* 
treafures things new and old* 

3, When mmifters giye no offence by the 
fubjetts of their fermons, they may. give a* 
great deal by their manner of handling them.. 
Particularly, 

When they preach not in. a. manner calcula*. 
ted to inform the judgement. Men are^ra^ 
tional creatures, and, if we would addreft. 
them as fuch, the underftanding fhould, as, 
the leading power, be firft applied to. For 
this purpofe, we rauft clearly open and explain 
the truth, confirm it by arguments level tCK 
the capacities of our hearers, and do all. this; 
in plain familiar language, which even thofe 
in low life-may eafily underftand. Chriftiani- 
ty was defigned for the peafant as well as the 
philofopher : and as the learned, and* wife 
make a fmali proportion of moft. congrega* 
fions^ to nreach. itin.a. way in. which* only they 

ar&: 
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are like to be the better for it, is highly offen*. 
-five. Philofophy, though from the prefs it 
has done religion fubftantial fervice 5 yetv 
when bften introduced- in the pulpit, gene- 
rally hurts it, by ufurping the place of what 
•would be more ufeful, and probably more ac- 
ceptable too: Scholaftical niceties, metaphy-- 
fical diftin&ions,. and a fine fubtile thread of 
reafoning, may indeed fometimesbe neceffary 
in anfwering metaphyseal objections- againft 
religion ; and' therefore, on* fome rare occa- 
fions, the ufe of them in the pulpit may be 
profitable: but the bulk of audiences are in- 
capable of following a long and intricate train* 
of thought ;* and therefore will be confound* 
cd by it, no* inftrufted* and> convinced.-. 
While fome may applaud fuch>fermons as deep' 
ami rational,, the more wife will defpife them* 
as idle and injudicious: This, -however, is no» 
apology for any who verge to the oppoiite ex* 
treme, who flight. order and exaftnefs in their* 
eompofitions, and, inftead of keeping clofe* 
to a ftibjeft, entertain their hearers with con- 
fufed incoherent difcourfes* empty of fenti-- 
ment, but full of infipid repetitions* and imi-- 
pertinent rambling excurfions. 
• Ifay nothing of thofe whoie long perplexed* 
periods, occafioned by uhneccflary epithets, and', 
expletives^ . and parenthefes, and digreffions,, 
render their fermons at once tedious and ob-- 
fture. This unhappineis of ftyle is remark* 
able in fome who frand in the lirft rank of" 
genius and penetration ; who exerting thought^ 
r T- 3: muie: 
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more intenfily than others, had little attention; 
to fpare for expreffiom Their fault is more 
voluntary, aftd therefore more ofienfivg, who,. 
By a falfe affiliation of the elegant or the rub*- 
flme, foar aloft, above the compreherifion of. 
their hearers; Bombaft defcrtptions> glitter- 
ing flowers- of eloquence, and luxuriant flights, 
•f wit, had better be left to the heroes of ro- 
mance *. Sermons compofed. irofuch a ftyle,. 
may indeed entertain and amufe ; but thcy r 
want perfpicuity, the very firft and. funda- 
mental excellency of fpeeciu Eventhc jufteft. 
xnetaphors^when too much, citraded, enervate: 
a difcourfe ; darken, inftead. of iltaftrating*, 
the fenfe ; and'* to ufe the words of another*, 
refemble the windows in old: cathedrals, in* 
which the painting keeps oat the light. I ac- 
knowledge, the bei> fentiments» 7 if conveyed* 
in mean and low images* and, clothed. in a ru- 
flic, flovenlydrefs*. provoke laughter in feme,, 
and occafion uneafinefr in others: but we: 
need not run into i a finical nicety of ftyle, m. 
order to avoid a fordid . negligence* . 

Still more offenfiv* than thefe, is an ohfiairity* 
aSected for its own fake. It muft offend every 
honeft man, if, to conceal unpopular opinions^ . 
and to put on an. air of orthodoxy, we ufe ex*- 

• Hcrny ofrihechtofch of Eaftand^aacl Maecwer* oft 

tbc SccciBon, arc agreeable writers. But to attempt their 
manner is dangerous, wkhout an. uncommonly lively^ 
imagination, foiid judgement, and correcV taft*. Luxu- 
riances of ftyle, geotrally overlooked in Original geuioies,. 
appear ridiculous k» tUcii fertile inuutott. 

jpef&ons 
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preffions which may be interpreted, with eqtra£ 
cafe, to divers, and even contrary purpofe's. 
Remarkable are the word* of Paul*, i Cor. 
ativ. 8. 9. "-If the trumpef give an uncertain* 
H found, who fhall prepare himfelf for the 
* c battle f So likewife ye, excepts: ye utter by 
w the tongue, word* eafy to be undento©^ 
•** how fhall it be known, what is*fpoken ? for 
•* ye (hall fpeak to the air.?' If this- be a goodD 
argument againft preaching in an unknown 
tongue, it is .equally good, againftevery thing; 
elfe that difguifes, inftead of unfolding our* 
fentiments of Chriftialnity. The apoftles ufetfi 
great plainnefs of fpeech ;. and it is an.apofto- 
Kcal injunftionj " if any man fpeak, let him* 
* fpeak as the oracles of God.* Let his ftyte 
Be plain, and clear,, like that of the facred wri* 
tings; not dark and ambiguous,, like the o^ 
sacles of the Heathen *. 

After all*, informing the judgement, though* 
the firft part, of our work, is far from being; 
the whole of it* Sermons will do Uttlfc fei> 
▼ice, if they are not aifo calculated to eom*~ 
to and a reverent attention* to ftrike the con*- 
fcience, and. to warm and aflfe«£t the heart*. 
We fpeak as minifters of God; and therefore 

• It was jnftljrobftrved of ch« council o£ Trent, " No- 
Hi aitifieia hforura kominum : viz unquam aliquid apcrte 
dicunt, vix unquam firopliciter ; et cum ceteri homines 
loquantur ut imclligi poffiat, ifti niHil magis volunt qtiafl* 
ne intc»iig«IItu^. ,, Pibraci epiftola ad Bofrit*&um 9 apudt 
Courayer, in mt'ts ad Fr. Pauli hift. CwtTtid. /. 1. p. 368.. 
edit. Lona\ Too many Protcftant* fcwe iautatcd then in 
this* - •" 

it 
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& becomes us tofpeak. with dignity and* bold- 
nefs, not fearing the face of man. Favour 
{hould not bribe, nor frowns nor dangers af- 
fright us> from delivering our 'matter's mefi 
fage. I mean not to vindicate pride or pafr 
fion. A proper decorum (hould be obfervedj 
efpecially in adminiftering reproof. . It is not 
fit to fay to a king, Thou art wicked, . or to 
princes, Ye are ungodly. Perfons in public 
characters muft be treated with a deference 
fuited to their* ftation ; and even the meaneft 
muft not be infulted* Courage,, however* 
jmd faithfulnefs,, are by no means inconfiftent 
with, meeknefs and difcretion. And if th$ 
greateft dare grofsly and openly to tranfgrefe* 
the minifter of Chrift {hould dare to reprove... 

Befides the meannefs of fome, in conniving 
at frfhionable vices, there are others, whofe 
thoughtlefs unconcerned gefture and pronun* 
Ration greatly diminifh the dignity pf their 
pulpit-performancesj.and make them received 
with indifference,, perhaps indignation, inftead 
pf refpect* A light- and* merry air,, an antic 
jovial carriage, in executing the weighty com* 
naiffion with which God has intrufted us, is 
contrary to the rules of decency, and cannot. 
foil to prejudice the hearers. It is impoffiblc 
tt> be too grave and ferious in addreffes*, on> 
the fuccefs of which the happinefs of immor- 
tal fouls in fo great a meafure depends. 

But though our language is plain and, ele- 
gant, our method accurate, and our manner 
grave and folemn; yet,, if our difcourfes a*e 

flat. 
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flit snd: lifelefs, they will feldom. warm, the: 
heart. Mr Melmoth has obferved, that i» 
Archbifhop Tillotfon's fermons, a pathetic a>- 
ntmated addrefs is often? wanting, even on oc- 
cafions when naturally we would have expe£fc- 
sd moft of it. Abundance of fpirk,. however,, 
appears in Tome of his difcourjes,, efpeciaily 
In expofing the abfurdities ahd impieties of 
the church of Rome* And it might have: 
been remarked with equal juftice, th|t nu- 
merous volumes of fermons published in Eng- 
land- fince: that time, while inferior to- the 
Archbifhop'* in many genuine beauties of 
ftyle, refemble them only in that languid man- 
ner of which Melmoth complains. Alas ! my 
brethren, dull and. poindefs arrows are ill 
fuited to pierce the confeience of hardened fin* 
ners. Soft and drowfy harangues, inftcad 
of roufihg a fecure generation, will rather inn 
ereafe their fpiritual lethargy; and a cold 
preacher, will foon-have a cold auditory. Je- 
fus has intruftedus with the concerns of his*, 
people, a people dearly bought, and greatly 
beloved; we have to do with fouls, that muft; 
be happy or miferable for ever ; we addrefs* 
them,, in the name of God, upon matters of 
infinite importance ; and is it not an indignity 
to him whofe ambafikdors we are, to execute: 
our commiffion coolly, and as if half afleep ? 
Will it not tempt others' to fKght our meffage,, 
if, by the manner of delivering it, we appear 
to flight it ourfelves ? When our own heart* 
ar^moftimprdTed. with the ineftknable worth- 
. " ■ - *£ 
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rf -immortal fouls ? when* out of the abuti- 
dance of the heart the mouth- fpeaketh ; when 
cur fentiments, ftyle, voice, and gefturc, dif- 
cover how much we are in earneft y then wc 
are moil likely to touch the hearts of out 
hearers, and make them ftel the force of what 
we fay. 

I have faid fo much upon preaching, as* 
there are more directions and exhortations in 
ftripture which relate to it than to any other 
branch of our office : I muft barely hint the 
remaining particulars^ left I iacroach too fas 
en your time and patience. 

4. We may give offence, not only by an! 
improper manner of preaching, but by a ne- 
glect or undue performance of the other pu~ 
blic offices* of our ftatiom 

In leading the devotions' of the church, wtf 
giv« offence, when either the matter, expref* 
fion, or manner, is- unfui table ; when we are 
long and tedious y mingle our own pallionsf 
and prejudices with our addr effes to God 5. 
introduce difputable matters, in which many 
fin cere Chriftians cannot join/ with us;- whea 
we adapt not eur prayers to the particular 
eircumftances and neceffities of our people ; 
hurry them over carelefsly ; difcover no be-* 
coming ferioufnefs and folemnity of fpirit, nor 
realizing fenfe of the value of the bleffings fot» 
which we plead 5 and when we feem t© forget 
that Jefus is the way, the truth, and the life r 
through whom alone our guilty race can ob* 
taia aceds to God, and acceptance with hinu 

It; 
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. Iris juft caufc of offence, and, did vital 
-piety, fLourifti, would be offenfive to our 
people, that .the Lord's (upper is fo ieldom di£- 
penfed. And as our manner of diipenfing 
that ordinance is one chief hindrance of its. 
frequency, it is worthy out inquiry, how far, 
that aifo is blameable. Undoubtedly we give 
offence, if, for trilling unwarrantable caufes^ 
we put off adminiftering it ; or if we ufurp. 
the prerogative of Cbrift, as fole lawgiver of 
the church, by making the terms of Chriflian 
communion either wider or narrower than he 
has made them. 

And this leads me to obferve, that as the 
difcipline of ,the church is in part committed 
to us, we give offence if we exercife it with 
refpe&of perfons; and, through a miftaken. 
tendernefs for any, or . a fear of incurring 
their difpleafure, allow them to live without 
due cenfure, in the open pra&ice of fcanda-. 
Ions crimes, inftead of rebuking them with 
authority, that others alfo may fear. At 
the fame time, we give offence, if we claim 
aright to judge them xhat ate without. It is 
ao offence againft common fenle, to expel men 
from a fociety to which they never feemed to 
belong, apd to debar them frpm privileges to 
which they never had* or pretended to have, 
any title. 

Probabjy fome might be offended, and none 
greatly edified, Should I fay much on our con- 
4uft in judicatures. Of this fubjeft much has 
been faid from the pulpit, and, on occafions 
too., where no puqpofe .of edification could be 
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gained by faying any thing. This much, 
however, may, I hope, be faid, without im- 
propriety, on fuch an occafion : To aft a 
juggling unfteady part, and, from connections 
of any kind, to vary from our profefle'd prin- 
ciples; to fneak, and cringe, and proftitute 
our confidences, either to the humours of the 
great, or to the prejudices of the populace; 
to behave with infolence to men our fuperiors 
in age and experience ; to liften with avidity 
to one fide of a queftion, while we deny a 
lair and full hearing to the other ; to fiience 
ibber reafoning by raillery, by dark malicious 
innuendoes, by bitter fatirical invecYives, or by 
noify cries for a vote; to treat one another 
with harfhnefs and feverity for different fenti- 
ments and different conduft in matters of 
doubtful difputation, cannot fail to offend e- 
very cool and impartial obferver. Npr can it, 
I think, be difputed, that we give offence, if 
we examine flightly the opinions, depositions* 
and abilities of thofe we recommend to im- 
portant offices ; and folemnly atteft, that men 
have qualifications, which either we know 
that they want, or at leaft know not that they 
have. 

In ordaining to the tniniftry we aft in the 
name of Chrhft ; and therefore give offence if 
we aft againft his authority, or without it, • 
Genius, learning, prudence, aptnefs to teach, 
are all neceffary parts of furniture for a mi- 
ntfter ; and, hi ordinary cafes, without fome< 
meafure of them, none ought to be fet apart 
to that hoaurable fcrvice. But. the rnoft tin i- 
a peat 
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cent gifts and abilities, when grace does not 
direct thf proper ufeof them, may too pro- 
bably qualify men to be plagues inftead of 
bleffings to the church of Go'd. Jcfus would 
not commit his fheep to Peter, till he had an- 
fwered fatisfyingty the queftion, <c Loveft 
*' thou me ?" He who knows all things, 
knew the love of his difciple ; and therefore 
thus inquired, chiefly for our fakes, that ia 
committing to others the miniftry of reconci- 
liation, we fliould .follow his fteps. They 
who Kave feen Chrift's beauty, tafted his love, 
and felt "the "pleafures and advantages of reli- 
jgion, are peculiarly qualified,' by this their 
Chriftian experience, to recommend them to 
pthers with dignity and freedom. Singular 
activity is requifite in the many labours, and 
lingular fortitude and firmnefs of mind in the 
many difficulties and afflictions to which faith- 
ful ministers are expdfed. Now, love, and 
love alone,, will reconcile to thefe ; nay, ren- 
der them a delight. Un tender, therefore, 
and unkind, *we are to the feeble flock of 
Chrift, if we commit them to men who, for 
aught we know or care, bear them no affeclion ; 
and probably, infttad of feeding ayd defend- 
ing them, may poifon ,them, or expofe them 
to be devoured. Kone will prefume thus to 
plead before Chrift in the great, day of ac- 
count : " It is true, *we intrufted fouls, dear 
* c " in thy* fight, and for whom thou didft Ihed 
iC thy prtfciods blood, to one whofe conduct 
<f feemed to difcover, that his natural enmi- 
Vol. I. U << ty 
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'• ty to thee remained unflibdued 5. but he 
" was an agreeable companion* a man- -of 
** ftrong natural powers, and an accoraplilhed 
<f orator." If fuch a plea would -be .abfurd, 
mud not that conduit be abfurd which <re- 
quires it? We are not inde*ed to feek, for 
we cannot obtain, an abfolute certainty that 
thofe we ordain are lovers of Jcfus. It h 
God's prerogative to feaf ch the heart ; and 
the judgement we form, on the moft pro- 
bable evidence, may prove wrong. But it is 
enough to warrant our aft, if there be a pro* 
feffion of real religion, and an outward ,con- 
duft in fome meafure agreeable to that pw>» 
feffion : and, without jdoubt, different fenti- 
ments of a candidate, and differept opportuni- 
ties of knowirig him thoroughly, may juftrfp, 
fome in bearing a {fert m his* ordination whe* 
it would be in others prefumptuous wicked^ 
nefs. There is one- thing more in our ordiv 
jiations, which, I think, merits our ferious 
attention ; and that is, the fdlemnly giving xo 
one, in the name of Jefus, the* ckafge of 9. 
congregation unwilling to fubmk to him,* fend 
among whom there is'nd probability pf his 
ufefijlnefs *. Upon what*prindples this cap. 

* The zeal of Paflius, canon of Valentia, oufran hii ' 
knowledge, when he maintained in the council- of Trent, 
That it was a devilifh peftilentMnventioft of late heretics, 
deftru&ive of faith, arid of the church of God, to afcribe 
to any claim of right the voice or content allqwed the 
people in the choice of their paftors ; which was a mere 
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he vindicated, I am yet to learn. The ftatet 
muft no doubt determine what ftiall be the 
eftabli&ed religion, and who fhali be intitled 
to the legal benefice for teaching it : but no 
government ought, and our government does 
not attempt, to impofe upon any, either a re- 
ligion or an inftruftor in religion. It is ftiil 
more difficult to conceive, why a conscientious 
fcruple to bear a part in an ordination, the 
form of which feems to aflert a falfehood, 
fliould exclude a man, otherwife qualified, 
from ferving God in the gofpel of his Son. 
I have feen no aft of parliament, or conftitu- 
tion of the church of Scotland, that injoins 
this. Sure I am, it is not injoined by Chri* 
ftian forbearance and love. 

J. We give offence, by the negleft or un- 
due performance of the mere private duties of 
Cur calling. 

If we pay no regard, to the fouls of oiu' 
charge, unlefs in the pulpit, and immediate 
preparation for it ; if we feem indifferent how 
we (land *a the efteem <md affection of our 
people, or what is the fuccefs of our labours v 
if we ufe "not every proper method for con- ~ 

favour^ revocable at pleafure. Yet he certainly argued 
confidently, in infifting, that thofe paffages fhould be ex- 
punged from the Pontifical which feem to fuppofe fuclv 
confent necefTary ; particularly where the bi&op fays, irt 
crdaining a prefbyter, '* Non fruftra a patribus inftitu- 
," turn, m de elecflionc eorum qui ad regimen altaris ad* 
." hibendi funt, confulatur et popultis; quia nece'ffe efr r 
'* ul facilius ei quis obediential^ cxhibcat ordinato, cui 
•* afienfum prsebuerit ordinando." 
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• 
veying and cherishing religious impreffiorw, 
for preventing backflidings, and for recover- 
ing thofe that hftve fallen, from their fpiri- 
tual decays \ if we nggleft to warn the unruly, 
to comfort them that mourn, to vifit the af- 
flicted, and to catechife the young and igno- 
rant, when we have any probable profpeft 
that thefe fervices may bcufefulj or if we 
manage our vifits to the fick fo uncautioufly, 
that by {landers are encouraged to put off 
thoughts of repentance to their laft moments, 
and thereby fuftain a hurt which any good 
done to the dying will feldom balance \ we 
greatly fail of our duty, and are guilty pf gi- 
ving offence. 

II. I now proceed briefly to inforce the ex- 
hortation of giving no oftence. 

The text itfelf fuggefls a powerful argu- 
ment : If \ye give offence, the miniftry will 
be blamed. The people of God .will juftly be 
angry with us, and condemn our faulty con- 
duQ, Nay, poflibly, all our future mini- 
ftrations will, in their eyes, become hateful 
or contemptible ; and thus a fair profpedi of 
ufefulnefs be unhappily blafted. Though a 
man could fpeak like an oracle, little regard 
will be paid to What he fays when his credit is 
funk. 

Nor is this the worft : the ungodly confine 
not their cenfures to the weak or worthlcfs* 
minifter j but, as though one clergyman flood 
reprefentative of all, take occafion, from his 
licentioufnefs or imprudence, to traduce mi- 
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mfters in* general as fools or knaves. In eve* 
ry place there are fubtle emiflai'ies of Satan ^ 
wha inceffantly watch for our halting, and 
take a handle, from the lead mHbehaviour of 
which- we are guilty, to refleft on the moft 
innocent of our brethren. • The enemies of* 
Jefus are fond of every thing that can.expoie- 
our order : and if our condudV be profligate, 
or our pulpit-compofitions defpicable, that 
affords them the wifhed-for pretext to gratify 
their malice. The cry is, They are* aft alike .. 
Nay, h is well if the facred office itfelf be not 
afgerfed, and the wifdom of God who infti- 
tutett it arraigned. Thus, when we depart 
out of the way, it caufes many to fturnble at 
the \kw r and to abhor the offering of the 
Lord. Jefu6 himfeif is crucified afrefh, and 
his holy religion reproached through our 
faults, unjuftly imputed to them. TiVe are 
imbafiadors for Chrift 5 and by our ill ma- 
nagement of that truft > difgrace is reflefted oit 
him in whole name we aft, the caufe of God 
fuffer*, the hearts' of the godly are grieved, 
the-wicked are hardened in their wickednefs* 
and precious fouls eternally perifh. Wo to 
the world becaufe o£ offences. It muft needs 
be that offences tome 5 but wo to the man, 
double wo- to the minifter, by whom they 
come : it were better fbr him that a railftone: 
were hanged about his neek, and he caft intO' 
•the depths of the fca. Though his heavenly- 
Mafter, who inverted him with fo honourable 
an office, is prefent, and obferv^s his con*- 
Uj duft* 
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duft, he dares to be indolent in his fervicc # 
and bafely to betray his intereft. He fcruples 
not the moft direft end horrible perjury, by 
violating the folemn engagements he came un- 
der, to take heed to the flock of which he 
*was ordained an overfeer. He /eels no re- 
morfe for offending the Sovereign of Zion, by 
a neglect of duty, and a breach of truftv 
which, in his own fervant, or in the fervant 
of an earthly fovereign, would have appear- 
ed to him infamous and deteftable. But pof- 
fibly, when death is about to feal the eyes of 
his body, the eyes of his foul may be opened 
to perceive things as they really are. After 
having fpent his life in doing the work of the 
Lord deceitfully, 'and puduing the honours, 
riches, and pleafures of this world, not the 
glory of God, and the falvation of fouls', me« 
thinks I fee him receive the awful fummons, 
Give an account of thy fteward/hip, for thou 
mud be no longer fteward. He feels him- 
felf about to be dragged to a ftate ofmifery* 
eternal and intolerable. Confclence awakes 
from its fatal flumber, and by the hioft cruel 
and unfupportable reproaches, avenges his 
contempt of its old and king-forgotten remon- 
ft ranees. His wonted arts of {killing this in- 
ward tormentor, now lofe their power. Fear- 
fulnefs and trembling, come upon him, and 
horror overwhelms him. Hell is .as naked 
before him, and deftruftion without a cover- 
ing. And God, juftly provoked", laughs at 
his calamity, and, mocks .when his fear co- 
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metb. Yet, poffibly, another, equally ui>- 
faithful, may have no bonds- in his death, and 
leave this* world as he lived in it, thoughtlefo 
of God and duty, and regardiefs of eternity. 
But if dying do^s not, furely death fhall put 
an end to his peace*- Sec him appearing be* 
fore the tribunal of a now inexorable judge. 
Behold his countenance changed, his thought* 
troubling him, the joints of his loins loofed* 
and his knees finking one againft another $, 
when, lo ! a voice more dreadful than thun- 
der thus accofts him : u Wicked and flothful 
" fervant, what hadft thou to do to declare 
'" my ftatutes, or that thou fhouldft take my 
€i covenant in thy mouth \ feeing thou hateft 
«* inftru&ion, and cafteft my words behind . 
u thee l n Mark a numerous flock ruined by 
his negligence or bad example. Liften to 
them calling for vengeance. The cry of their 
blood enters into the ears of the Lord of Sa» 
baoth ; and'theirreverfible doom is pronoun- 
ced, "Take him, bind him hand and foot, caft 
«. him into utter darknefs ; there fhall bt 
" weeping, and wailing, and gnafhing of 
« teeth." 

Turn away from this Shocking fcene, and 
obferve on the right; hand of the Son of man 
« faithful paftor. Poffibly his dying words 
were words of triumph and tranfport : " This 
cc is my rejoicing, the teftimony of my con- 
€< fcience, that in Simplicity and godly fince- 
*' rity, not with flefhly wifdom, but by tht 
« grace of God, I have had my converfatioa 

* f in 
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** in the world. I have fought a good fight, 
w I have finifhed my cotfrfe, I have kept the 
* faith. ' Henceforth is laid up (Sr me a 
<f a crown of lighteoufnefs, which the Lord r 
w the righteous judge, fhall give me at that, 
" day : and not to me only, but to -all them* 
, <r alfo that love his appearing."' But wkh 
what fuperior joy does he lift up his head,, 
when he refts from his labours, when his war- 
fare is accomplifhed, and theday o£ his- com- 
plete-redemption dawns \ He walked with 
God in peace and equity, and did turn many 
away from iniquity. Thefe he now prefisnts 
to the Great Shepherd of the fheep, faying, 
" Behold me, and the children them haft gi- 
*' ven me." He is their rejoicing, and they 
alfo are his rejoicing, in the day of the Lord 
Jefus. Joyful to both was the found of the 
gofpelt but more joyful, now, is the final 
ientence, t€ Well done, good and faithful fer- 
'' vant ; thou haft been faithful over a few 
€ ? things, I will make thee -ruler over many 
" things : enter thou into the joy pf thy 
« Lord." . 

If, therefore, we have any zeal for the-glory 
of God, Jif any 'regard fop the intereft of the 
Redeemer's kingdom, if any tender concern 
for the falvation of our hearers, and if, in the 
great day of the Lord, we would not be found 
among them that offend, and wfcrk Iniquity, 
and after having prophefied in Chrift's name, 
hear him pronounce againft us the dreadful 
fcntence, (t Depart from me j I know you 
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" not ; n let us take heed to ourfelyes, and 
to our doftrine, and walk circumfpeftly, not 
as fools, but as wife ; giving no offence in any 
thing, that the miniftry be not blamed. 

It is now time to haften to a conclusion. 
If it is our duty to give no offence, how dif- 
ficult then is. our office ! what fuperior accom- 
plifhments, natural and acquired, what exalt- 
ed improvements in vital piety, what continual 
aids of the Holy Spirit, are requifite to pre- 
serve from giving offence in any thing, men 
expofed to fuch a variety of temptations and 
fnares ! The beft of us have caufe, with grief 
and felf-abafement, to acknowledge, that»in 
many things we daily offend. Let us not, 
however, fink into flothfulnefs and defpair* 
God's grace will be fufficient for us, if we 
humbly implore it, and he will perfect ftrength 
in our weaknefs. Say not, O humble fervant 
of Chrift, I am a child v for thou fhalt go to 
all that God fhall fend thee ; and whatfoever 
he commandeth thee, thou (halt fpeak. What 
he has done for many others, may greatly en- 
courage our prayers and • endeavours. We 
have heard with our cars, our fathers have 
told us, what burning and mining lights have 
gone before us in the work of the Lord. We 
have heard of their holy exemplary lives ; 
their ftrift difcipline, both in their own fami- 
lies and in the church of God ; the gravity, 
nav ! dignity, of their appearance ; their ani- 
mated penetrating fermons, and their edifying 

manner 
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manner in familiar difcourfe. May a dotfbler 
portion of their excellent fpirit reft upon us 
who come after them ! And when, from 
time to time, our fathers are ftripped of their 
prieftly robes; may the fons of the prophets 
who ftahd up in their rqom, even exceed them 
in knowledge of divine things, in piety, in 
wifdom, in diligence, in fuccefs ! that thus our 
holy religion may defcend uncorrupted to di-* 
ftant ages, and the people which fhall be crea- 
ted may praife the Lord. 

I have been exhorting myfelf and my Re-* 
verend fathers and brethren, not to give of- 
fence. It is equally neceflary to exhort you, 
our hearers, not to Be hafty in taking it. Be. 
tender, my friends, of our- teputatjpn. If any 
thing is infinuated to our difad vantage, be noe 
rafh and eafy in believing it. If the charge is 
not fupported by fufficient evidence, regard it 
not. Againft an elder receive not an accufa-* 
tion under two or three witnefles. By wound- 
ing our good name, you render oup miniftry 
defpicable and unfuccefsfol ; than which no* 
thing can be more pleafing. to Satan, or hurt* 
ful to your own eternal intercfts. Judge not 
our caufe, till you have given ifc a fair impar- 
tial hearing. Pafs no featence againft us, tilL 
you know we have done what is ailedged, and 
till you alfo know we had no good reafon for 
doing it. And fince God inftrufts you by 
men of like paffions and infirmities with your- 
felves, expeft not from them angelical perfec- 
tion. Make candid allowances for thofe er- 
rors 
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r*rs and frailties that are-lncidenT to the wifeft 
and beft of men. Throw over them thp veil 
of charity. Do not form a judgement of our 
general- character from one unguarded word 
or aftion. God -hath threatened, that thofe 
fball be cut off that watch for iniquity ; that 
make a man an offender for a word, and lay 
a fnare for him that reproveth in the gate. 
You expcft weffhould give no p^ence by the 
negleft of our iuty : we, with the fame juftice, 
expeftyihat you fliould give ro offence by the 
negleft of yours ; and offence .you give us, if 
ytai da not attend our minifterial inftru&ions, 
imploreth^bldfing of God Upon them, and 
actually {ftiprove hy them. If many profeffcd 
Chrtfti&ns <£enr not mort- time in cenfuring 
mmifief s than in praying for them, the mini- 
ftry in thisjand woukl be left Warned than it 
is aj prefent, and probably lefs blameworthy 
'too. Mean time, * what is atnifs in our con- 
duft, wHl be no excufe for defpifing the mef- 
'* fage we bring in the naine of Jefus, and per- 
illing in impenitence arfd Unbelief. 

If ah inoffenfive miniftry be thus important, 
how careful fliould patrons be to prefent, and 
jarMies ftill enjoying the important privilege 
of election, to call oone to the paftond office, 
who may bft" in danger of giving offence by 
their weak abilities, unfound principles, or 
diffolutc live* ! — And how fooliih and cri- 
minal a part 'do candidates aft, who haftily 
*k(h into the facred funftion, ere they have 
. ■ laid 
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laid m the nec^ffary furniture for difcharging 
it honourably I Is there now caufe to fear, 
that not iheir character only, but religion in 
general, may fuffer for the reproach of* their 
youth-? 

Upon the Whole, woald we give no offence 
&9 men, as Christians, 213 minifters of Chrift ? 
let us fcarch 'out the fins and infirmities to 
which, wc are chiefly liable, that we may 
guard againft thefe with peculiar care. In or- 
der to difcover our weak fide, let us duly re- 
gard the opinion otfiers entertain of us. .Let 
us not interpret friendly admonition as a dif- 
paragement and affront, but thankfully receive 
it, as a mark of unfeigned affectiSn. Say, 
with David, "Let th* righteous -finite *nts f it 
<c fhall be a*kiodnefs; and let him reprove 
" me, it (Hall be *s excellent oil which fhall 
44 not break my head.* We are often blind 
to our own failings ; and Happy are we, if we 
can engage fome wife and good man, who ten- 
derly regards our welfare, to. point them out. 
But if we fiod none thus faithful and honeft, 
let us wifely improve the accufations of ene- 
mies, and learn from them thfcfe blemi(hes 
and defefts, tQ which, without the help' of 
fuch ill-natured monitors,- we mifjht have re- 
mained Arrangers. • . *. 

May we all, whether in public or private 

{rations, be blamelefs and harmlefs, the fons 

«ff God without rebuke, mining as lights in 

the world, maintaining always confidences 

I . void 



I 



againft giving offence. 241 

Void of offence towards God and towards man. 
And may the Lord our God be with us, as he 
«was with our fathers, Let him not leave us 
nor forfake us, that he may incline our hearts 
*mto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep 
iiis holy commandments for ever. 



APPENDIX. 

£The preceding fermon having been flrft preach* 
ted at an ordination, the churges then delivered to 
the minifter and congregation are here fabjoinedj 

' rv T 

Charge to the Minister. 

nTHough giving the ufual charge would 
have better become one or other of our 
venerable fathers, yet, fince the place where I 
ftand requires it, fuffer me, Reverend Sir, to 
be your monitor. Providence has called you 
to an .honourable, but at the fam$ time a dif- 
ficult office. Gifts are ne<:eflary to capacitate 
you for it ; .grace, to animate you to difcharge 
it faithfully. A fmali meafure of gifts, and 
low attainments in , grace, will poorly an- 
swer rhefe important purpofes. If you would 
be a veffel unto honour, fancYified and meet 
for the matter's ufe, and prepared "unto every 
good work, covet earneftly the beft gifts.; 
the gift of knowledge, the gift, of utterance, 
the gift of prudence. Lift up your heart to 
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the Father of lights, in humble fervent fuppli- 
<£tion, that he would plentifully pour out up- 
on you thcfe* and every other good and per- 
fect gift : and as they are not now imparted 
miraculoufly, but acquired through .the blef- 
fing of God on the ufe of means, join to your 
prayers, diligent application to ftijdy. Medi- 
tate on divine things, give thyfelf wholly to 
them, that thy profiting may appear unto all. 
Thofe of the moft extenfive knowledge, know 
only in part, and need to learn the way of 
God more perfectly. Give attendance to read- 
ing. Make a wife choice of the books you 
read. Study thofe moft which moft tend 4w 
increafe in you the difpoiitions and abilities 
proper for your office. There is one book, 
or rather collection of books, which, without 
,an appearance of arrogance, I may venture to 
recommend, as of all others the beft ; I need 
not fay, I mean the Bible. Make that your 
chief ftudy j for, if rightly underftood, and 
• Improved, it is able to make the man of God 
perfect, thoraugly furnHhed unto every good 
word and work. Apollos's .character, was, 
*' an eloquent man, and miglity in the fcrip- 
** tures : w it were to be wifhed, that both 
"branches of ihe character were found in every 
.minifter *, yet the tail is by much the moft va- 
luable. If we are well acquainted with the 
doctrines of the gofpel, and the arguments 
that fupport them ; and under ft and the du- 
ties of the Chrifttan life, the motives that in- 
£prce them, ti^e hindrances of their practice* 

and 
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a*nd the beft methods of removing thefe hiri^ 
drances ;. we may, by manifestation of the> 
truth, commend ourfelves to mens conference* 
in the fight of God •, though to thofe who are 
enamoured x with the .enticing words of man's 
wifdom, and who regard found and ihow 
more than fubftance, our bodily prefenco 
may appear weak, and our fpeech contempt 
tible. 

Be equally diligent to improve in every holy 
difpofition. Your public work will be much 
affe&ed by the frame of your fpirit. If you. 
decline in religiom, your flock will fare the 
worfe : but the better Chriftian' you are, the 
more ufeful minifter you are like to be. Seek,, 
therefore, above all things, to grow in grace p 
especially in that excellent grace of love, love 
to God, love to Chrift, and love to precious* 
fouls. For this purpofe live a life of faith orf 
the Son of God. Abide on him, and con-* 
ftantly depend upon him for all needful top- 
plies of divine influence. Then- will you feel 
/ your mafter's work a delight, not a burden, 
and will vigoroufly exert your abilities for the 
glory of God, and the welfare of man. Your 
fcrmons will be ferious, your prayers fervent,* 
your private converfation will naturally turn 
to fubjefts good for the ufe of edifying, and 
your life, as well as doctrine, will point out 
the path to the heavenly manfions. 

With pure and upright intentions, dedicate 
yourfelf to the fervice of God' in the gofpel* of 
his Son. Take the overfight of the flock, nod 
2* 2r by 
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by conftraint, but willingly ; not for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind. To ufe the 
words of another on a like occafion, * €€ You 
u had better be the oftscouring of all flefh, 
" than preach to gain the vain applaufe oF 
** your fellow-worms. You had better beg 
" your bread, than enter upon the miniftry 
" as a trade to live by. However thofe may' 
*' live who aft from no higher principle, it 
" will be dreadful dying for them, and more 
" dreadful appearing before their judge.'* 
Expeft, therefore, your reward from God on* 
ly. Refolve, in divine ftrengih, at no time to 
ufe flattering words, or a cloak of covetoufnefs> 
neither of man to fcek glory 5. but ever to 
fpeak and aft, not as pleafing men, but God, 
which trieth the heart. 

Be 'diligent and faithful in the aftual dif- 
charge of your office. Take heed to the mi- 
niftry thou haft received of the Lord, that 
ihou fulfil it. The longeft life quickly ha- 
ftens to a period, j your time for fervice fwift- 
ly flies away, and will foon be irrecoverably 
paft and gone ; work, therefore, the work of 
him that fent you while it is day. The night 

• Prefidcnt Burr's fercnon at Boftwic's ordination, p. 3*. 
Mr Boftwic, m a ftrmon before tbc fytiod of New York* 
May 1758, printed at Philadelphia, and fince reprinted At 
London, has juftly defctibed the influence of leififltncis. 
in perverting a gofpel-miniftry. The late Principal Gow- 
dic intended to republifh it here ; and good judges* 
both of the church of England, the church of Scotland, 
and the Sece&on, viiili it were more known among us. 

cometBi 
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cometli, when no man can work. Make full" 
proof of thy miniftry. Think not thar per- 
forming one branch of duty will atone for ne- 
glecting another 5 but,, in fo far as time andi 
ftrength permir, attend upon each in- its pro- 
per feafon; 

Allot tiregreateft proportion of your time" 
,to thofe parts of your work, public or pri-- 
vatCi that are moft eflential and importantr- 
Preach the word, reprove, rebuke, exhort,, 
with all long-fuftbring. Study, your fermons 
well, and : beware of offering to God* and his* 
people that whiofcr* coftsyou nothing; Endea- 
vour to • be thoroughly- acquainted* with the* 
circumftances and difpofitions of yottr hearers, » 
their prejudices again^ft religion* and the rocks 
on which their fouls are in moft hazard 3 of be- 
ing fhipwrecked. Suit your diftotirfts tt> their-' 
various needfities. Study to (how thyfelf ap-- 
proved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be aihamed, rightly dividing thife word* 
of truth. Seek' out and: fft in- order accept- 
able words-; and' when about tt) prepare for* 
the pulpit, beg the direction of the Spirit in 
chufing a fubje&j his aulftance in' comporting: 
and delivering your ferinon, and his blefling; 
to render it effectual; Arrows thus fetched* 
from heaven,. Kd'faireft to reach the cafes of" 
your hearers* and to pierce their hearts. - 

Take heed to yourfelf as . well as. to your" 

doctrine. Let* your life teftify, that you be-- 

lieve what you preach. Be wife as a ferpent,, 

barmlcfs- as a dove. Watch and pray, that? 

*3i J2F 
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xe enter not anto temptation. Flee youthful 
lulls ; but be a patter a to believers,, in words,, 
in conversation, , in charity, in.fpirit r in fakh^ 
in purity, "Win the afle&ion of all, by an ob- 
liging courteous behaviour; and by preserving. 
a fuitable dignity of character, fecure their e- 
fteem. An affable condefeending manner has 4 
often recommended a bad caufe ; and fournefs* 
and ill-nature have raifed unconquerable pre- 
judices againft many a good one. The wrath* 
of man worketh not the righteoufnefs of God-. 
The fervant of the Lord muft not ftrive, but 
be gentle to all men, patient, in meeknefs in>- 
jfrructing thofe that oppofe themfelves> if God^ 
per ad venture, will give them repentance to 

the acknowledgement of the truth. But. 

though meeknefs fhould temper your zeal, re- , 
member that zeal in return fhould enlivens 
your meeknefs, Y.ou enter on the m.iniftry in* 
a day in which iniquity abounds, and.the love- 
of many waxes cold. .The peculiar do<Strines> 
of Chriftianity are run down and oppofed*, 
and a tender circumfpeft behaviour ridiculed^ 
by many who value thcmfelves as ftandards o£ 
genius or politenefs. In fnch a day, exert* 
your courage to ftem that torrent of infidelity 
and vice which threatens* to break in upon* 
us, and deftroy -every thing valuable. Con- 
tend earneftly for the faith once delivered to. 
the faints. Be not afhamed of Ghrift's words^ 
and ways in an adulterous and perverfe gene*-, 
nation*, left the Son of man be afhamed of 

. ton, 
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you, when he cometh in the glory of his Far- 
ther, with the holy angels. , 

Thefe fhings r my dear brother, are no eaig 
talk. I hope you have often counted the eott*, 
and with deep concern lamented your ihfuf-. 
ficiency. But know, for your encouragement* 
through Chrifl ftrcngthening you, you may 
do all things. He hath faid to his-minifters*. 
w Lo, I am with you always, even to the end* 
* of the world." And faithful is> he who^ 
hath promifed, who aifo will do it. 

If your labours ihould not be crowned with* 
the defired fuccefs, be not weary in well-do— 
kig ; for m due feafon you fhall reap if yoit 
faint not. Though Iiracl ihould not be ga- 
thered, yet*, if faithful in your work, you. 
fhall receive a glorious recompense. Befides,, 
fuccefs may come when you expecl: it leaft- 
Be inftant, therefore, in- feafon,, and out of 
feafon. He that obferveth the wind fhall not. 
fbw, and he that regardeth the clouds fhall, 
not reap. In the morning fow thy feed,, and* 
in the evening with -hold not thine hand : foe* 
thou knoweft not whether fhall profper, ei- 
ther this or that,, or whether they bath fhall; 
be alike good* 
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I (hair now conclude, with a fliprt addrcfe 
to the people*of this congregation. 
Be thankful, my brethren, for a gofpel- 
jt miniftry. 
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miniftry. Let the infidel and profane ac- 
count it a burden,, not a?,blefllng to fociety : 
but db you admire the goodnefe ot God inv 
an inftirution fo wifely calculated to promote 
your beft interefts. Were it not for public 
teaching, ignorance and vice would foon grow 
to fo prodigious a height, that not even the 
form of reKgion would remain. — Receive witfr 
becoming affection him who is this- day or- 
dained' your paftor. Gonfider the dignity of 
the office withVhtch he is ihvefted, and en- 
tertain him with fui table refpeft. Minifies*. 
are men of God ; they minifter in his name,,, 
and by his appointment •, fee, then, that your" 
paftor be with you without fear ; becaufe he - 
worketh the work of the Lord. Efteem himr 
highly in love for his work's &ke. Miniftera* 
would labour, with better fuccefs, if they lived* 
more in the hearts of their people. Add not^ 
therefore, to your paftor's difficulties,, by an* 
undutiful carriage. Rather affiflr and ftrength- 
cn him to bear up under them. Put the benV 
conftruction on his words and actions which' 
they can poffibly bear ; and treat him not' 
rudely j and vent nor your f^leen" againft him,, 
though in his doctrine or life lefTer blemiihes 
fiiould appear. Curb fuch an infolent intempe- 
rate zeal, by reflecting onihe apoftleVdirection : 
w Rebuke not an elder, but' intreat him as a*. 
14 father ." Contempt cafb upon faithful mi- 
mfters, and injuries done them, Chrift will 
refent as done to himfelf. • 

Eorfake not the aflembling of yourfelvTs 

together,, 
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together, as the manner of fome is. With- 
draw not from ordinances difpenied by your 
paflor, though, his fentiments in lefler matters- 
fhould differ from yours. I fay, in lefler 
matters : for if an angel may be lawfully ao 
curfed, furely a minifter may be lawfully de- 
fer ted, who pi-eachcs another gofpel, who 
lays another foundation for the hopes of guilty 
finners than God hath laid. But bring not 
againft him unjuftly fo heavy a charge. Re- 
member, in this imperfeft ftate, lefler mif- 
takes are unavoidable, and will not vindicate 
your feparating from him. And where a 
cafe is not extremely clear, you owe confider- 
able deference to his judgement, as he has 
greater leifurc than moft of you for ftudying* 
and greater advantages for underftanding the. 
facred oracles. Let therefore your paftor e- 
yer find you humble and teachable, fwift ta 
hear, flow to fpeak, flow to wrath. Come 
not to church with a captious quarrelfome dif- 
pofition. "With what heart can minifters- 
preach, when hearers are frill upon the catchy 
eager to pickup fomething with which to find 
fault ? A& a worthier part : laying afide all 
malice, and guile, and hypocrify, and envy- 
ing, and evil-fpeaking, hearken with meek- 
nefs to that ingrafted word "which is able to. 
fave your fouls : like the noble Bereans, re- 
ceive the inftruftions of your teacher with all 
readinefs of mind ; not yielding them, how- 
ever, an implicit faith, but fearchingthe fcrip- 
tuxes daily, whether thef^ things- are fo. fy 

;v ■ * ■ " > 
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So far as they ftand the teft of that infafiibfe 
touchftone, regard them not as the* word of 
man, but as they are in truth, the word of ther 
living God. 

See that you reject not Chrift, when by hisr 
minifters he fpeaketh to you from heavens 
When he calls, do not refute; when he 
ftretcheth forth his hand, do not difregard it. 
Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own fouTs. While you have 
the light, walk in the light, led darknefs come 
upon you. It is but for a little mfnifters cam 
be ufeful } ere long they muft ceafe to preach* 
and you to hear. Thofe fervants of God wha 
now fhow to you the way of falvation, muft 
in a while refign their places ; and the eye tha* 
now fees them, muft fee them nrf more. Com- 
ply, then, with their wholefome counfels- 
while yet you enjoy them, left you mourn at 
the laft, and fay, How have I hated inftruG- 
tion, and my foul defpifed reproof ? I have 
not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor m> 
clinect mine' eaF to them that inftru&ed me. 

Second the labours of your minifter, by 
private endeavours, fuitable to your feveral 
flations, for the good of fouls. Train up your 
children in the way that they fhould go, and* 
encourage any ferious impreffions made upon, 
thern. When difcipline is exercifed againft 
open offenders, fhow that the honour of 
God, and the happinefs of precious fouls, lie 
nearer your hearts, than the eafe and reputa- 
tion of any man* The efficacy of church-cen- 
" fcre* 
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iu res will much depend on your conduct to- 
wards ihofe who fall under them. Have no 
company with fuch, that they may be a£ha- 
med : and if they will not hear the church, 
let them be to you as Heathen men and pu- 
blicans. 

And when you 'are allowed the neareft ac- 
cefs to a throne of grace, and feel your hearts 
In ihe mod: devout and heavenly frame, wreftle 
and make fupplication for your rainifter, that 
his own foul may prosper and be in health, that 
the prefence of God may accompany him in 
all his miniftrations, and that when he plants 
and waters, God himfelf may give the in- 
xreafe. 

May his doctrine drop as the rain, and his 
.fpeech diftil as the dew : and may the foul 
of every one of you be like a watered garden, 
.and like a fpring of water whofe waters fail 

JlOt. 
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SERMON VIL 

The Gofpel preached to the Poor* 

By Patrick Cuming, D. D. 

Preached before the Society in Scotland for pr#» 
pagaring Chriftian Knowledge, Feb. 4. 1760, 

M A T T H. XI. 5. 

The blind receive their fight , and the lame walk, 
the lepers are clean/ed, and the deaf hear 9 
the dead are raifed up, and the poor have the 
go/pel preached to them. 

— And the poor have the go/pel preached to them* 

TH E ancient prophets had predicted the 
coming of the Meffiah, had pointed out 
the time and place of his birth, and defcribed 
his character in the mod diftinct manner* 
John the Baptift, the fon of a prieft and pro- 
phetefs, appeared as his forerunner. The 
character that he bore, the peculiar doctrines 
which he taught, and his auftere life, drew 
great multitudes after him. He was fo extra- 
ordinary a perfon, that many believed hiai to 
be the Meffiah ; but he was at pains to unde- 
ceive them, and declared himfclf to be only 
his harbinger, afiuringthem, that he who was 
to come after him was to be greater than he ; 
fo great, that he was noteworthy to be em- 
1 ployed 
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ployed in the meaneft office about him. Not- 
withftanding all this, when our Saviour enter- 
ed upon his public miniftry, preached the go*- 
fpel, and confirmed it by miracles ; when his 
fame had fpread far and wide ; the difciples of 
John, fmitten with envy, and zealous for tLe 
honour of their matter, were offended at 
ChrifVs fuperior character, and were not will- 
ing to entertain the fame fehtiments the Baptift 
had expreffed : therefore he refers them for 
inftruftion to Chrift himfelf, that as he was 
now to leave them, they might become his 
difciples : for it cannot be imagined, that he 
who had baptized him* who had feen the 
Holy Ghoft -defcending upon him as a dove, 
and had heard a voice from heaven, decla- 
ring, " This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
u am well pleafed * " who himfelf had faid 
concerning him, " Behold the Lamb of God, 
tf who taketh away the fins of the world f 5" 
I fay, it cannot be thought that he had any 
doubt of his being the Meiliah ; but as his dif- 
ciples were ftiil doubtful, he -defires them to 
go and to put this queftion to him, " Art 
w thou he that (hould come, or do we look 
*« for another ?" When they came, they 
found our Saviour attended, not by the rich, 
and great, but by the bHnd, the lame, the le- 
pers, the deaf, and the poor ; difpenfing to 
them, not riches and honours, but health to 
their bodies, and falutary inftruftions to their 
fouls. 

* Matth. iii. i*. iy. T John i. »?. 

Vot, I. Y He 
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He makes them no direft anfwer, but gives 
them a fair occaiion of fatisfying themfelves \ 
that their faith might be free, the aft of an in- 
genuous mind, and the effeft of full and ra- 
tional conviftion, arifing from the evidence of 
ftnfe, and the accompltfhment of ancient pro* 
phecies : " Go," fays our Saviour to them, 
* c and fhew John theft things which you do 
4C hear and fee : The blind receive their fight, 
€< and the lame walk, the lepers are cleanfed, 
".and the deaf hear, and the dead are raifed 
M up -," and then it is added, u and the poor 
" have the gofpel preached to them." 
• By the poor, we are to underftand thofe 
who were indigent, or in low circumftances, 
who were meek, and difpofed to receive in- 
ftruftion ; by the gofpel y the glad tidings of 
falvation, the gracious offer of mercy and e- 
ternal life to the penitent through a Mediator. 
When it is faid that they " have the gofpei 
4t preached to them," it means not only that it 
was publifhed to them, but that they were 
{[iua/yex/^yroi] bleffed with and converted by 
it, as the word in the original fignifies. 

I propofe therefore to treat of this fubjedt 
in the following manner ; 

i. Endeavour to fhew, that it was a cha- 
rafteriftic of the Meffiah, to preach the gofpel 
to the poor, who were to be blefied in it. 

2. Inquire into the reafon of his chufing 
Jri? apoftles from amongft the poor. 

3.I will confider in what manner out Sa- 
viour 
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▼iour and his apoftles preached the gofpel with 
great fuccefs. And, 

4. Conclude with fome reflexions fuitable 10 
the occafion of our prefent meeting. 

I. I am to fhewy that it was a charafteriftic 
of the Meffiah; to preach the gofpel to the 
poor, who were to be bleffed in it. Thus the 
Prophet Ifaiah defcribes the Meffiah : " Thcr 
u Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becaufe the? 
*' Lord hath anointed me to preach good ti* 
" dirigs unto the meek j" which the Septua~ 
gint and the Evangelift tranflate poor *. 

We are not furprifed that our Saviour's 
wofking miracles fhould be made a proof of 
his being the Meffiah,. but we are apt to over- ' 
look that diftinguiihing part of his character, 
his preaching the gofpej to the poor. The re- 
ligion of Chrift was defigned to be univerfal, 
to make mankind happy here and hereafter* 
The poor are the intelligent creatures of God* 
animated with immortal fouls, and capable of 
eternal happinefe. It was fuitable to the be-* 
nignity of the divine nature, and to the cha- 
racter of a divine teacher, that the means of 
falvation fhould be propofed to them. They 
may be defpifed by the rich and great, but they 
are not neglected by him who made them * 
"'The rich and the poor meet together : the 
#c Lord is the maker of them all f." The A~ 
pofHc James, addreffing himfelf to the rich, 

* I£ hu. i. See alfo ch. iixt. 4-5. f Prov. uii. *• 
Y z kys> 
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feys, 4t Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath 
u not God chofen the poor of this world, rich 
u in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which 
M he hath promifed to them that love him * ? w 

The ancient prophets were generally feat to 
kings and princes, to rulers and great men, 
to reprove them for their vices, to -reclaim 
them from their wicked nefs, and to denounce 
the moft dreadful judgements againft them, if 
they perfifted in it ; but a very extraordinary 
thing it was, to fee a prophet endued with the 
power of working miracles, inftrucling the 
poor, converting familiarly with thofe who 
were in the loweft and meaneft ftations, gi- 
ving them the eafieft accefs, and inviting them 
in the moft benevolent manner, to come and 
learn of him : " Come" (fays he, verf. 2S. & 
29. of this chapter) " unto me, all ye that 
V labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give 
u you reft. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
* of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart." 
Come unto me, and I will teach you * not in 
the ways of pride and infolence, but in meek* 
nefs, gentlenefs, and mercy. 

The poor amongft the Heathens were gene- 
rally defpifed by the philofpphers, even by the 
moft virtuous feet, the Stoics. They efteemed 
only the few who adopted their principles, and 
entered deeply into their fyftem ; but they 
considered the reft of mankind as very little 
fbperior to brutes^ and held them in the 

• Jaroc* ii. s* 

greateft 
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gireateft contempt. They left them, without 
ftiftruc*tion, without eontroul, to follow the* 
£bolifh devices of their own hearts, the dictates 
ef their early prejudice*, and the impulfe of 
tingoverned pafiions* But our blefled Saviour 
preached: his gofpei to all, as the gift of the 
great Parent of mankind; but chiefly to the: 
poor, whom he took into; his protection,, andt 
made* the objects of his peculiar care; 

The fcribes and' Bharifees, the teachers of : 
the Jewifh. religion, pronounced the people: 
ignorant andaccurfed who did not implicitly 
follow them.: intoxicated' with pride, and en- 
raged with malice, to fee one who was thought 
to be a prophet familiarly inftructing the poor,, , 
and adapting his* inftru&ions to. their? capaci- 
ties,, (whom they thought it' a defilement fo' 
much as to touch), reproached^ him as a 
friend of publicans and : finners :~ but fuch was 
his humility and condefcenilon,,thathe perfift- 
ed in this diyine work, and would not be di- 
verted from if,, by all. their, violent, oppofition* 
and fpiteful flanders* 

The poor were capable of judging for them— 
felves,.and- of being convinced of the excel - 
• kney of his doctrine, by the light of reafon,* 
and the evidence of fenfe : ** For there is a. 
«* fpirit, in man, and. the infpiration^of the 
** Almighty- giveth underiianding. Great: 
«* men-are not always wife ; neither do the .aged* 
**, underftand judgement-*." The poor, weise-: 

•• Jpb xxxii. 8. p# 
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jmk involved in the affairs of the world, now 
expofed to fo many temptations as the rich* 
and great, who had every opportunity of footh*- 
ing their paffions,. and' indulging to every kind 
©f pleafure ; they were therefore fefs apt t<* 
Ke offended at the purity of his do&rine. He: 
appeared in a poor and humble ftate,, that he; 
might accommodate himfelf to* their condi- 
tion, and demonstrate* that he had no- fe£u~ 
Iar interefb to. promote : as he could expe£fc 
no wordly advantage from them,, fa he hack 
none tabeftow upoivthem. He propofed his. 
religion to a fair and candid examination, and? 
the gofpel had nothing to recommend it but* 
its native excellency, and its genuine truth*, 
which was confirmed by ancient prophecies^ 
and prefent miracles, of which every unpre- 
judiced mind was capable of judging. And* 
as he did not court the favour of the great** 
(a practice common, at that time among the. 
Rabbies and philoibphers),. nor afpire to pla- 
ces of honour 5 fo he did. not encourage, nay„ 
on the contrary,, he with great freedom and 
impartiality reproved popular errors, and 
popular* vices. May we not then, prefume^ 
from the excellency of his do&rines, from the. 
generous, dilinterefted, and benevolent man- 
ner in. which he preached it, and chiefly to- 
the poor*. -who were geneeally defpifed by o- 
ther inftru&ors, that he was- a teacher fent by 
a good and gracious God, to lead mankind: 
into the ways of truth and happinefs ? 

The fecond thjn& under, this head is, not 

only 
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«mly thaj the' gpfpel was preached to the poot^ 
but that they were blefled ia it by the Mef— 
fiah. Obferve the conne&iox* of thefe words,, 
with the preceding, " The blind receive their* 
** fight, the lame walk* the lepers axe clean— 
• c fed, the deaf hear, the dead ace saife<£ 
**■ up/* and then he adds fbmetbing as very 
extraordinary, " And the poor have the. 
'« gofpel preached unto them ;" that is, the: 
gofpel is not only published to them,, but they 
are thereby blefled ; it producetb its effe£t„ 
and they are. by it converted to God and bo- 
Bnefs. 

Thefe cures were Thought upon the body,, 
tut with a nobler defign,. of healing the dif— 
cafes of the foul, and which would afford a* 
greater proof of divine wifidom, power, and* 
goodnefs. To convince, them, that he was* 
able and willing td enlighten their under ft an do- 
ings, he opened the eyes of the blind $ that he 
could ftrengthen and invigorate the feeble- 
minded, he made the lame to walk. ; that he 
could purify the heart, from vice, he ckanfed 
the lepers v that he eoultf make them willing, 
to imbibe doctrines contrary to flefh and* 
blood, he made the deaf to hear ; and that 
he could infpire a fpiritual life, he railed the 
dead. When the fcribes were offended at bur- 
Saviour's faying to the man who was fick o£ 
the palfy,. " 6on, be of good cheep, thy fins * 

* be forgiven thee," and charged him with* 
blafpemy \ he anfwers them, ^Whether is it 

* eafier to fey, Thy fins be forgivea thee, 

* m ux fay,, Arife and walk l n What lefs 

gowe* 
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power does it require to heal the difeafe' 
{ which is the confequence of fin), in a mi— 
raculpus manner, than to forgive the fin which, 
was the caufe of the difeafe ? V* Then faith 
fC he to the fick of the palfy, Arife, take up 
41 thy bed. And he arofe, and departed to his 
* c ioufe t andlhe multitude glorified. God *."' 
The poor had their prejudices, their pafi- 
£on$ y and vices, aft well, as the rich, and great ; 
and therefpre Agur prays,. u Remove far from 
** me vanity and lies *, give me neither poverty 
** nor riches ; feed me with food convenient 
•* for me : left 1 be full, and deny thee* and 
" fay, .Who is the Lord, i or left I be poor*, 
•* and fteai, and take the name of my God' 
* in vaint +.." The poor had. a fuperftitious 
reneration for the rites and ceremonies of the 
law of Motes, which were indeed inftituted by. 
God himfelf,, and. had been derived to them* 
in long fucceffionfrom their anceftors. They 
were apt to be difc 011 tented with their low 
condition, and they, like the reft of the nar 
tion, flattered themfeives- with the pleafing; 
profpeclof the Meifiah's temporal kingdom, 
of his railing the Jews to a fovereignty over 
the reft of the world, which would make them 
all rich and powerful. Now, to prevail upon, 
them to give up. their rooted prejudices, to a^ 
bandon their fanguine hope& r to fubdue their 
favourite pafEons, to mortify their corrup- 
tions, and* to govern, their irregular appetites* 
to be contented with a ftate of poverty, and 

? Matih. ix> *. j. 4. 5. tf. t> ** t P'ov* x«* •• *• 

" tcu 
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to fubmit patiently to the greatcft fufferings ; 
to give up principles in which they had beea 
educated, and rites and ceremonies they had 
believed were to be perpetual ; to embrace a 
new religion, deftru&ive of that part of their 
national religion upon which they built their 
hopes of the divine favour ; and to truft in 
one whofe appearance was fo poor and 
humble, who gave them no hopes of riches* 
honours, or feufual pleafures; nay, to be 
willing to deny themfelves, take up their crofs* 
and follow him : this xnuft be acknowledged 
to have been a very extraordinary change*, 
and to have been the effect of almighty 
power : but this was the effect our SaviourV 
doctrine had upon the poor. 

The force of all habits, you know, is very 
great, particularly of vicious habits ; the ani~ 
mal fpirits take a current agreeable to the cor- 
rupt affections of the mind, employ our moft 
active endeavours, and confirm us in our 
practice : and though fome times we fee the e* 
vil of our ways, and form fome faint refolu- 
tions of amendment •, yet how quickly do we 
feel the old bias return ? and how foon are 
we enflaved by our old habits ? Now what a 
mighty power is neceffary to change thofe ha- 
bits, and to engage us in a contrary courfe of" 
action ? Our Saviour, upon another occafion* 
applies to himfelf that prophecy whence our 
text is taken, " The fpirit of the Lord is up* 
c< on me, becaufe the Lord hath anointed me 
" to preach good tidings to the meek ; he 

« hath 
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u hath font me to bind up the broken-heaH> 
u ed, to proclaim liberty to the captives.* 
After reading it in the fynagogue r as the lef- 
fon of the day, he faid, " This day is this 
u fcripture fulfilled in your ears : and all 
u bare witnefs, and wondered at the gracious 
•* words which proceeded out of his. mouth *" 
When the officers who were fent by the 
council to apprehend our Saviour returned, 
and were aiked, with great rage, '• Why have 
" ye not brought him ?* they anfwered, 
u Never man fpake as this man*" This they 
openly declared in the face of their mailers, 
upon whom they depended, and to whofe in* 
dignation they expofed themfelves. They had 
gone with full purpofe of executing their 
commiffion, but they were captivated with his 
difcourfe/ and their hearts were foftened by 
his heavenly doftrine. Great, fometimes* 
hath been the force of hu^nan eloquence ; but 
that of our Saviour's was divine, and melted 
the hearts of thofe who, it is probable* were 
not much accuftomed to offices of humanity- 
They might have fled from their matters, bur 
they returned ; knd inftead of pretending that 
|hey could not find him, or that they were 
afraid of the multitude, jnfpired with courage 
and refolution, with honefty and candour r 
and though obnoxious to that dreadful pu- 
nishment which difappointed malice might 
incite their matters to inflift, they confefs, that 

• U. lzL v Luke iv. i&. ax. x*. 

they 



• '- 



The Gofpel preached to the Poor, 263 

they had never heard them, nor any other, 
fpeak as he did. What amazing effect was 
this ! what a demonftration of divine power ! 

Such influence the gofpel of Chrift hath 
upon him who cordially receives it. This is 
that witnefs which a man hath within him- 
felf *, (perfectly agreeable to the external evi- 
dence), that convinces him of the truth of his 
religion from the feelings of his own heart* 
and the happy change it has made on his life ; 
this ftrengthens his faith againft all the cavils 
and objections that are made againft religion ; 
this fortifies him againft all the evils to which 
he may be expofed, and fupports him under 
all the fufferings which may be inflicted for his 
profejEon of it* 

Do we fee the beauty and excellency of 
religion ? do we feel its divine influences pu- 
rifying our fouls, warming our hearts with a • 
fupreme love to God, and a fervent charity to 
man I do we feel ourfelves ruing to a refem- 
blance of God's moral perfections, and find 
the lineaments of the divine image drawn up- 
on our fouls ? do we find our turbulent paf- 
fions calmed, governed by reafon, .and inci- 
ting us to a chearful compliance wit]} the will 
of God ? do we find our guilty fears dis- 
pelled by the hope of the divine mercy thro* 
Jefus Chrift ? do we feel that peace of mind 
which the world cannot give, and the world 
^cannot take away ? have the temptations to 

• fi John v, i». 

finful 
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IL The fecond thing I propofed was, To 
inquire into the reafon of our Saviour's dm- 
fing his apoftles from amongft the poor. 

It may be imagined, that if he had chofen 
his apoftles from among the learned, or the 
great and wealthy, they would have been fit- 
ter inftruments of propagating his religion, 
more capable of giving it credit, and of re- 
commending it more effectually to the world. 
But the wHdom of our Saviour, in chufing 
men of the character of the apoftles, will be 
apparent, if we confider, that the unlearned 
labour under fewer prejudices, and are ufually 
lefs obftinate in adhering to thofe they have 
entertained; than men of learning ; confeioua 
of their own* ignox-ance and weaknefs, they 
are more willing to be inftructed, than thofe 
who, puffed up with pride, are averfe from 
acknowledging their ignorance, or retracting 
their errors, who, fancying themfelves to ba 
knowing enough already, are apt to difregard 
any farther inftruction. Men of genius and 
invention are inclined to mix their own fen- 
timents and refinements with what they Jiave 
received from others. Had the Chriftign re* 
ligion been firft entertained and propagated by 
philofophers, they might have blended it; as 
was done afterwards, with the peculiar no T 
tions of thofe fe&s to which they were ad- 
dicted, and thus the fimplicity of the gofpel 
would have been corrupted. We are told, 
that Plato afcribed fome fentiments to his raa- 
ftef Socrates which were none of his. 
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Men of learning are more curious, mord 
fnquifitive, more difpofed to mdulge to con- 
jectures and bold fpeculations, and to give! 
falfe, but as they think ingenious, interpreta- 
tions, contrary to the original meaning, and 
tor blame as faults what are real excellencies. 
• The apoftles were plain men, who recorded 
what they faw and heard, without any art, 
Without any addition or comments, without 
any reflexions or conjectures of their own ; 
and however unlearned, they had, in'common 
"With the reft of the Jews, a fh*i& regard to 
the letter of the fcripturcs of the Old Tefta* 
mem ; and as they confidered the do&rines of 
their matter to be facred, they had fuch a 
veneration for hin*, they were awed with fuch 
a fear of offending him, and dreaded fo much 
the punifhment of liars and diflemblers, that 
they would falfify nothing. Had the good 
news the angels communicated to the ihep- 
herds, of a Saviour's being born in the city 
of David, and that the babe was wrapped in 
jfwaddliag cloaths, and lying in a manger * ; 
had this been delivered to the fcribes and 
PharifeeSy the do&ors- and rulers of the Jew- 
ifh nation, their notions of the Meffiah's be- 
ing a temporal prince were fo high, and the 
appearance of Chrift fo mean, and fo Jcontra- 
ry to their prejudices, that they would have 
looked upon it as an idle tale, as an imagina- 
ry vifion ; but the humble, plain, and honeft 
Jhepherds, believed the divine meffage, found 

• JLukeii. 8 18. 
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the Meffiah, " and made known abroad the 
" faying that was told them concerning this 
•« child." 

Had our Saviour chofen his apoftles from 
among the great, the noble, and the rich, it 
might have confirmed the Jews in their opt* 
nion, that the Meffiah was to be a great tem- 
poral prince, a mighty conqueror, and that 
his kingdom was to be of this world \ they 
would have been willing to pervert his reli- 
gion, and make it (as hath been often done) 
fubfervient to political fchemes ; they might 
have been naturally tempted to ftir up the peo- 
ple to arms, to create feditions, and kindle a 
war, by which Chriftianity would have been 
crufhed in its infancy : but the kingdom, 
of Chrift did not owe its rife or progrefs to 
the powers of this world ; nay, it prevailed 
notwithstanding the opposition of the princes 
of this world. The religion of Chrift was not 
recommended by flattering the prejudices of the 
Jews, and foothing the paffions of men \ nei- 
ther was it propagated by force of arms, in 
which, as well as in other important points, it 
is diflinguiflied from the religion of Maho- 
met, who, by adopting the ancient cuftoms 
of his countrymen, which make up a great > 
part of it, and by teaching a doftrine that in* 
dulgcd the favourite vices of mankind, firft 
gained their inclinations, and then propaga* 
ted it by open force. 

When the foolifh zeal of many princes and 
great men, kindled by the ambition of the 

Popes 
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Popes of Rome, that in their abfence \hcj 
might govern Europe, be arbiters of all the 
differences in numerous armies, and enlarge 
their power by great conquefts in the Eaft ; 
when, I fay, thofe princes attempted to re- 
gain the holy land, by. what they called the 
holy war, theirf hopes were blafted, and the 
attempt was unfuccefsfui : u The weapons of 
** our warfare are not carnal,, but fpiritual."* 
Though our Saviour, by his mighty power,, 
which he demonftrated in the miracles he 
wrought, could have forced a profeffion of his 
religion ; yet he never ufed any methods of 
propagating it, but thofe of reafon, gentlenefs, 
and mercy : and how did this religion, when 
embraced by Paul, transform a violent, fu- 
rious, and cruel perfecutor, into a mild, can- 
did, and companionate preacher of the gofpcL 
of peace ? " You fee," fays the fame apoftle, 
♦« that not many wife men after the flefh, not 
•* many mighty, not many noble r are called : 
" but God hath chofen the foolifh things of 
u the world, to confound the wife ;. and Gt>d 
" hath chofen the weak things of the world,. 
" to confound the things that are mighty - r 
" and bafe things of the, world, and things 
u that are defyifed, hath God chofen, yea,. 
" andlhings that are not, to bring to nought 
, ** things that are *." 

Our Saviour, by chufing plain and illiterate 
xien to publifh his religion, obviated every 

• 1 Cor. i. %6. *j, a 8. 
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fufpicion of worldly views \ they* from their 
integrity and fimplicity, were beft qualified to 
receive and propagate it ; and fuch integrity 
rendered them the objects of God's peculiar 
care. Thus he fecured the tranfmiffion of his 
religion pure and genuine, without any addi- 
tion or mixture of human invention, and 
inade it evident that the gofpel was no cun~ 
ningly devUed fable, to carry on the views of 
ambition or avarice, but was a revelation of 
the will of God to man* The apoftles of our 
Lord were, both in regard to their number 
and to their character, fully fufficient for at- 
tending what they had feen and heard ; but 
they were in every- refpect incapable of form- 
ing a confident fcheme of falfehood. One of 
them betrayed his matter, yet gave testimony 
to his integrity and innocence : they do not 
conceal this treachery, nay, they do not con- 
ceal their own faults. Had this religion been 
of their own invention, it muft have been the 
higheft pitch of folly for them to have hoped 
for faccefi, in an inquifitive age, amidft a na- 
tion prejudiced and enraged againft them & 
but, according to the character we have of 
them, 'not only from themfclves, but from 
their bittereft enemies, fuch as Julian the apo- 
ftate, they were plain illiterate men. Now 
that perfons who had neither wit to invent, 
nor learning to adorn* nor eloquence to per- 
fuade, nor power to overawe, nor riches to 
bribe, thofe to whom they preached, fhould 
triumph over the policy and learning of Judea, 

Greece, 
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Greece > and Rome, fhould convert fuch nurw- 
bers of prejudiced Jews and idolatrous Genw 
tiles, to a religion plain* and fimple, void of 
pomp and fplendor, contrary to the eftabiilh- 
cd religion of nations, contrary to the laws 
and powers of the world, to the corrupt prin- 
ciples and ftrong pafBons of mankind, with- 
out a divine miffion, is fureiy more extraordi* 
nary and incredible than any of the miracles, 
recorded in the gofpeL 

Bat when this religion- was fofEcientty conw 
firmed and puWifhed to the world* when mea 
of learning were converted by thofe who had 
none \ that it might not be corrupted by bad 
• men, or, if corrupted, might be reftored to Us 
genuine purity, it was reafonableto employ 
learning for preferring the original text, ex* 
plaining, defending, and illuftrating the true 
doflrines of Chriftianity : and happy had it 
been for cfttr religion if theological learning 
had been only employed in this manner. 

It would not have been wife to have rejoft- 
td the countenance and favour of great and 
eminent men for its prote&ion 5 ftill leaving 
it (without ufing methods of force and terror) 
to its own intrinfic truth and the divine HeC» 
fing to make its way ; and if it had not been; 
employed (however contrary to its original 
purpofe) as an engine of acquiring power and 
riches, it would have made its way with great 
fuccefe, as we truft in God it fhall, in due 
time, through the whole world* 

III. Tub 
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III. Thb third thing I propofed, was to 
ftrew in what manner our Saviour and his a- 
poftles preached the gofpel wkh foch fuccefs.* 
\ft> They did it with authority > fork is i aid, 
when our Saviour had finished his fermon up- 
on the mount, '• The people wlere aftoniihed 
u at his doctrine ; for he taught them as one 
** having authority, and not as the fcribes *.* 
The fcribes and Pharifees delivered the law of 
Mofes, and the inftruclions of the prophets* 
with fuch - frivolous- comments, and mingled 
ftich trilling and troubiefome traditions, fuck 
wicked distinctions, and criminal difpenfations, 
that they perverted the very notions of good 
and evil : they fubftituted rites, ceremonies, 
and external performances, in the room of 
moral duties : they made it their buiinefs, not 
fo much to explain and inforce the great vir- 
tues of piety, jwftice, and mercy, as to teach 
the people how to evade the obligations of 
them : they turned the letter of the lawagainfib 

-the fpirit of it. One feet, the Sadducees, de- 
nied the immortality of the foul, and were 
remarkably Hcencious : the other feci:, the 
Pharifees, had fome notion of a futui$ ftate ; 

• but all the influence it had upon, them was, to 
make them more exact in their ritual obfeir- 
vances ; both of them believed, that God 
was fo partial to the Jews, that they defpifeyi 
and hated all other nations ; and both of 
them, the Sadducees ; (who were the, free* 

9 Matth. vii. 18. »?. 
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thinkers of the age) as well as the Phari&es* 
perfecuted our Saviour and his apofties : they 
looked for a Mefliah, but fuch an one as they 
thought was to conquer the world for them, 
who, in fuch a character, would not have 
been a blefling to them, but muft have been a 
curfe to the' reft of mankind. 

We find many noble and excellent fenti- 
ments in the writings of the ancient philoib- 
phers ; but how fcattered ! how mixed with 
idolatry and fuperftition 1 they were employed 
more in confuting one another, than in eft*- 
blifhing truth ; and the purer the doctrine of 
any of them was, the more was he hated> as 
is evident from the death of Socrates. A* 
thens, the mod learned city in the world, was % 
given to idolatry •> and Socrates himfelf, the 
parent of philofophy, whofe lentiments were 
moft refined, complied with the eftablifhed 
idolatry of his country, and, by recommend* 
ing it at his death, confirmed the people ia it, 
to whom he had heretofore given many good 
and excellent inftruclions* Among the va- 
rious feels of philofophers, it was not eafy to 
judge by which of them the people were to be 
governed in their morals : natural it is to 
think, that appetite and paffion would chufc 
the moft licentious, the moft indulgent to 
fenfual pleafure ; and to this in a great mea~ 
fure the fpreading of infidelity is owing, as it 
always had, and will have, the irregular appe- 
tites and paffions on its fide, and of its party* 

But fuppofing a fcheme of pure moral* 

coul4 
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could have been gathered from the Writings of 
the philofophers, yet they had no authority, 
to inforce it ; nay, fuppofing it fhould have 
been eftablifhed by law, yet the authority of 
the civil magiftrate extended only to crimes 
that affected the public, but could not reach 

.the heart, nor reftrain from fe ere t wickednefo* 
They who are private and peaceable in their 
intemperance, may fin on with impunity ; nay; 
thofe whofe temptations to vice are greatefb, 
and whofe example are ef the moft fpreading 
and pernicious influence, are under the leaft 
reftraints from the laws of men, and have, the 
greateft probability of evading punifhment : 
but as'thefe laws cohfider men as placed in fo- 

, ciety, their chief purpofes are to fecure the 
public tranquillity, and the private rights of 
men 5 to guard againft injuftice, rather than 
tb recommend virtue and goodnefs in its full 
extent. Nay, human laws are not even of 
fiifficien*' authority to reftrain from injuries, 
becaufe the penalties annexed to them may be 
often eluded, or flightly regarded : for pu- 
nifhments cannot be always proportioned to 
crimes ; and at any rare are but temporal. It 
is a fenfe of God, as a judge always and in- 
timately prefeht with xis ; it is the fear of fu- 
ture punifhments, unavoidable and intolerable, 
that overawes the confciencc, gives force to 
human laws, reftrains from fecret as well as 
public crimes. Seldom were rewards made 
any part of the fanftions of human laws, but 
how does the glorious profpefl of eternal hap- 

pineis 
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pinefs animate the foul, with ardour and zeal, 
to excel in whatever may dignify our ontk na- 
ture, and benefit the reft of mankind ? It is 
true, that many of the philofbphers r$com- 
mended virtue from its intrinfic beauty and 
excellency, from its influence on the happinefs 
of fociety, and from the hope of future re- 
wards, ..and the . fear of future punifhments ; 
but their arguments for a future ftate were fa 
fubtile, doubtful, and precarious, and their, 
defcriptions of it fo low and mean, that they 
could have but little efFect upon the hearts and 
lives of men. Our Saviour " hath brought 
u life and immortality ; tQ light by the gofpel." 
It is not darkly insinuated, but clearly reveal- 
ed ; not mentioned in a few places, but inter- 
woven with all his doctrines, all his precepts, 
and all his promifes, and confirmed by his re- 
surrection from the dead ; and be defcribes 
that happinefs in the nobleft manner, as per- 
fectly acquainted with it. 
. He has given us a religion worthy of God, 
perfective of human nature, and productive 
of the greateft happinefs here and hereafter i 
agreeable to our .beft apprehenfions, our beft 
feelings, our original affections, and our no- 
bleft paflions, admiration, love, joy, and gra- 
titude." The Heathens had but a very imper- 
fect knowledge of God, and his moral perfec- 
tions; then* knowledge of religion muft there- 
fore have been very imperfect j nay, the va- 
rious foundations .that are ftill affigned for 
moral virtue, make the authority of the fcrip* 

tures, 
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tures, which takes in all the foundations of 
mortdky, more necefiary. 
1 When the idolatry of the Heathens, and the 
fuperftition of the Jews, had corrupted them 5 
when ignorance and vice, the conftant atten- 
dants of -idolatry and fuperftition, had over- 
fpread the world, the Son of God appeared 
€C as a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
" glory of his people Ifrael." He hath given, 
us juft notions of the fupreme Being, as abfa* 
lutely perfeft, wife, juft, and good ; the great 
benefactor, friend and parent of mankind, 
whom we may approach, in all the exercifes 
of devotion, with a filial confidence ; and he 
hath aflured us of mercy and pardon when 
we are truly penitent. Of this we could ne- 
ver have been afcertained without a divine re- 
velation, becaufe it is an aft of grace. He 
hath given us a perfeft rule of life, and pro- 
mifed a powerful affiftance to our fincere en- 
deavours ; he has fummed up his law in love, 
the moil aftive, pleafant, and fteady principle 
of obedience ; a principle that awakens the 
beft afteftions of the human heart, and extends 
its influence to all the lines of our duty : he 
knows the dignity and defefts of human na- 
ture ; he confiders mankind as corrupt and 
wretched, but capable of being made pure and 
happy ; he has promulgated this law in the 
name of God the Sovereign of the univerfe : 
«* My doctrine,*' faith he, ** is not mine, but 
m his that fent me *•" It is not of private 

• John vii. 1* 
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invention, as was that of the falfe prophets, who 
fpake vifions of their own hearts, and not out 
*>f the mouth of the Lord *. ts I dp nothing 
€€ of myfelf j but as my Father hath taught 
u me, I fpeak thefe things +," are the word** 
of our Saviour. This do&rine was oonfirmed 
by prophecies and miracles. He was that 
great prophet who was to be fent *to the Jews, 
whom Mofes defcribes as like to him, as a 
prophet, a lawgiver, and a deliverer ; but wa* 
infinitely fuperior to him J ; unreferved obe- 
dience was to be paid to him, while difobedi- 
cnce was to be remarkably puniihed ; which 
was indeed evidently manifefted in the dread*- 
ful definition of Jerufalem. 

He wrought miracles, that is, works above 
the powers of nature ; miracles of mercy, 
which were done in the moft open manner, 
before thofe people to whom he preached, 
and miracles well fuited to the gracious doc- 
trine he taught. Not only did a multitude ot 
Jews and Chriftians give teftimony to the 
truth of thofe miracles, but Heathens who 
oppofed Chriftianity, fuch as Lucian, Celfus, 
-and Julian, who, by afcribing them to falfe 
^aufes, grant the truth of them. Now can 
any thing be more extraordinary, than to find 
fuch a general aflent to a thing that never ex«- 
ifted ? that fuch numbers fhould declare they 
faw what they did not fee, that they heard 
what they did not hear, and that they felt 

• Jcr. xiv. 14. f John viii. »B. J ©cut. xviii. i$ % 
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what they did not feel ? Becaufe we fee no 
fuch thing now, fhall we reject what has been 
teftified by fo many witnefies, who had no 
• temptation of worldly intereft to deceive, nay, 
who gave this testimony at the hazard of their 
Jives Jt J£ew there are who have not met with 
4bme extraordinary events in the courfc of 
jtheir lives, which have not occurred to others, 
but which aiie not to bedenied, merely becaufe 
-our fenfes may fometimes deceive us. The 
arguments that have of late been advanced a- 
gainft miracles, purfued into their juft confe- 
-quences, would deftroy all moral evidence, the 
xredibility of all hiftory, would prevent all 
curious and ufeful .difcoveries, and, traced to 
their original principles, would be found, I 
jim afraid, to terminate in Spinofifm, or at 
leaft in a denial of the moral perfections and 
providence of God. 

As it is not probable the Israelites would 
have ever fubmitted to a yoke of rites and ce- 
remonies without an atteftation from heaven 5 
fo it is as improbable that the Jews would have 
jjiven up thofe rites and ceremonies which had 
been inftituted by God, and to which they had 
been long accuftomedj without being convin- 
ced by snore extraordinary miracles $ and by 
:fuch was our Saviour's authority confirmed. 

His do&rinc was attefted not by a few pro* 
•phecies, but by a feries of prophecies ; not 
.by a few miracles, but by a train of miracles. 
,A few events, agreeable to a few prophecies, 
jgmght have besn thought to be accidental. 

- Pi# 
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Had a few miracles only been wrought, the 
belief of them might have been afcribed to ar-> 
tifiice on the one hand, and credulity on the 
other ; but when we fee a feries of prophecies 
above all human wifdbm and fagacity to fore- 
fee, a train* of miracles above all human 
power to effeft, united, in favbur of a religion*, 
excellent m itfelf and beneficial to the world, 
to which no human- invention could give rife; 
to- whofe fuceefs no eloquence, no riches, nd 
power of the great, and no public laws con-' 
tributed 5 nay, which the learning and wif-* 
dom of the world tried" in vain to confute 5. 
which* eftabiiflied laws gave authority to dis- 
courage, and cruel perfecutions for a long, 
time endeavoured to extirpate ; may we not 
conclude, that the great teacher of it had fulB 
authority from God to'publifli it to the world I 
Now, of what mighty advantage is it to be 
relieved from doubts and uncertainties, and- 
to know afluredly what is the will of God up* 
on which our happinefs depends ? to have a 
complete and adequate rule of life, a great 
and noble end to purfue? What a pleafure is 
h to a traveller to know that he is in the right 
road ? What high veneration then, what 
chearful obedience do we owe to an authori- 
ty fo awful, fo amiable, fo divine ! 

The apoftles derive their authority from Je~ 
fti$ Ghrift, who gave them a commiflion to 
teach and baptize all nations, and promifed t» 
be with them and his church to the end of the 
world \, who endued diem with a power of 
A a z working, 
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parities of his hearers, even of the ineaneft*. 
whofe knowledge was as low as their condition* 
«if life, " that all men might know God from 
" the leaft to the greateft # . w Yet with all this* 
eondefcenfion he preserves an amiable dignity. 
Flato gives us the fentiments of Socrates,- that 
he might in their own ftyle confute the So- 
phifts, thofe falfe but plaufible declaimers*. 
who impoied upon the people by their pomp* 
ous language, and proud pretences to fupe- 
rior knowledge* wit, and genius: but what 
attention- of mind does it fometimes require to* 
understand his meaning, and to inveftigate the 
truths, he would eftablifh, which fometimes ha 
endeavours to illvtftrate from mafic and num- 
bers, in a manner and terms- inexplicable ?■ 
But our, Saviour ipoke to the people in a* 
language familiar to all. Some idioms, or> 
peculiar ways of fpeaking, there are in it, as 
in all languages ; but thefe were well known, 
and which are now fo eafy to be understood,, 
that literal translations, of the gofpel ire ge- 
nerally the beft. 

The important: and neceflary dfccTtrines of 
Chriftianity are clearly revealed, frequently 
repeated, and ftrongly inculcated. Our Sa* 
*iour firft endeavours to remove the preju*- 
dices; of his hearers, that he may prepare 
their minds to receive his heavenly dottrine ; ■ 
li^e a jvife builder, who clears- the foundation,, 
that he may rear a firm and lafting ftru&ure* 

• J&. ixxi. 34, - 
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which hath always an air .of candour and fin* 
cerity, . and whereby the labour of tedious in- 
quiry is prevented. Before his appearance it 
was very difficult to underftand true religion, 
it wa9 fo corrupted by the imaginations, paf- 
fions, lufts, and fuch inventions* as were fa- 
vourable to the prejudices* appetites, and in- 
terefts of men. The knowledge of: wifdom 
and. virtue is not now confined to the fchools< 
©f philofophers,. but? laid open, in a ihort,* 
clear, and intelligible manner, to the meanefb 
capacity. Two things are obfervable in the, 
gofpel, the fublime of thought and implicit yv 
•f ftyle. There appeared in< our Lord no* 
crafty deiign to impofe upon the people, m> 
fclf-interefted view ;. he ufed no myftical ini— 
laationsv no hidden rites j he taught no fe- 
cret doftrines which he concealed from the 
world ; he published his religion to the ..un- 
learned as well as -to the Learned $ r to thofe of* 
a low as well of a high degree of underftand- 
mg; to thofe who* were obliged to employ a» 
great part of their time in making ncceffary* 
provifion for their fubfiftence, as- well as to' 
thofe who had leifure and inclination to in-- 
quire into the nature and defign- of it. He 
could have fpoken in the moft fubiime man- 
ner, as God- did* heretofore to- Job and hi?. 
friends; he could have exprefled' his- thoughts 
in the moft elegant ftyle, adorned with ail the 
fiowers* of rhetoric, in. the ftri&eft propriety 
of language, and in the moft harmonious pe- 
riods; but. he adapted his d&ourfe to. the ca<- 
- \ A-a.£ pacitiess 
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Few arc capable of underftandJng abftra£B 
reafonings, fubtile /peculation*, and philofo— 
phical difquifitions ; in a^ long train of rea- 
soning, fbme obfeure words may be inter- 
mingled, which may weaken the force of the 
evidence : therefore, to relieve the attention,! 
the doctrines of our Saviour are mixed with; 
hiftorical facts, which give them a greater cre- 
dibility. Truths, though important, deliver-: 
ed iir a dry manner,, might not have been at- 
tentively confidered; but when: clothed in a* 
drefs, and' illufbrated by (imilitudes, and ima-' 
ges, familiar to the fenfes, were prefendy en- 
tertained, gave delight, and were as well re- 
membered as the fimilitudes and images byr 
which they were illuftrated* Inftructions that* 
rife from what we fee before our eyes, mull 
affect us in a more lively manner, than when, 
delivered fyftematically. 

Some of the parables of our Saviour map 
fcem to have been obicure,'but thefe were* 
flich as discovered truths that were extremelyY 
provoking, that were prophetic, and foon ex- 
plained by the event. Of this fort were the: 
calling of the Gentiles, the deftrucHon 06 
Jerufalem, and the rejection -of the Jews ; a, 
difcovery which that envious and haughty na- 
tion could not well- bear ;. and which, if fully- 
laid openj. might have provoked them to lay? 
violent hands upon him, before he had finifh— 
od his miniftry, and fufficiently confirmed his* 
doctrine. Thus the Evangelift Mark, aftej* 
tile parable of the fower, adds, " And with- 

" maaj;« 
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* € many fuch parables* fpake he the word to 
" them, as they were able to bear it *." Tho* 
he never gratified a vain and captious curio- 
iity, yet he never difcouraged a fincere and 
humble inquiry after 'truth. 

The apoftles narrate the life of our Saviour 
in the moft fimple and artleis manner. They 
mix no conjectures, no inferences of their 
own ; they are not folicitous to obviate any 
-objections, nor do they difguife any facts \ 
all is plain, natural, and unadorned. They 
preached his doctrine, " not with excellency 
€< of fpeech, or the enticing words of man's 
" wifdom ; but in the demonftration of the 
" Spirit and of power : that our faith might 
5 C not ftand in the wifdom of men, but in the 
f € power of God f." 

. It is true, that there are fome difficult paf- 
lages in their epiftles ; but the difficulty arifes 
from the controverfies that were then warmly 
agitated between the Jews and Gentiles. This 
however muft give great credibility to thofe 
epiftles; for what could be more natural, 
than that there £hould have been queftions a- 
bout admitting the Gentiles to the fame privi- 
leges with the converted Jews r and whether* 
if admitted, they fhould be obliged to obferve 
the rites and ceremonies of the law. of Mofes ? 
Thefe, and the like queftions, made it necef- 
fary for the apoftles to enter deeply into the 
meaning of the fcriptures of the Old Tefta- 

• liarkiv. i^ .{ i Cor. ii. 4. i- 
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merit; to inquire accurately into the religion 
©f the Jews, and the Situation of the Gentiles : 
but nothing can be more plainly exprefled than 
the great do&rines of Chriftianity, and the 
rules of life, which are interfperfed through 
all the epiftles ; as in all thefe controversies 
they never feparate truth from duty ; and have 
thereby taught u$,. not to indulge empty and 
fruitlcfs fpeculations, which many Since their 
times have done,, to the great prejudice of re* 
ligion. 

It will be faid, nay it hath been often faidi. 
How can the doftrines of Chriftianity be 
thoughtr to be clears and plainly revealed; 
which contain fo many myfteries above out 
reafon and conception ? But is it not reafon- 
able to think, that there fhould be myfteries- 
m a revelation from God,, in do&rines that 
relate to the divine nature, which is infinite ? 
A thing is not falie becauSe it is incomprehen- 
sible : a mathematical demonstration is not 
faife becaufe it is not comprehended by thofe 
who are not acquainted with that fcience* 
There are numberlefs relations of things,, 
which, for want of clear ideas, are not dis- 
cerned by us. Now fuch indifcernible rela* 
tions, when propofed to us, are myfterious s 
accidents exift in fbme, fubftance, but have we 
any clear notion of fubftance 2 The capaci- 
ties of mankind are very different : what is 
not comprehended by the bulk of men, may 
yet be underftood by one of deep fagacity- 
What implies a contradiction indeed; cannot 

be 
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l>e believed by any man, as the doctrine of 
tranfubftantiation, the very terms of which 
deftroy each other : but this is not the cafe of 
any of the doctrines of Ch'riftianity. There 
may be a great difproportion between the ob- 
ject and pur underftanding ; the terms of a 
proportion may be well underftood, but not 
the connection of them. If the fcriptures 
are the word of God, and evidently atteftcd 
to be fo, arid thefe myfteries be contained in 
the fcriptures .; then they demand our faith, 
jthey give dignity to our religion, and pecu- 
liar force to its excellent morals, for they have 
all a practical influence. 

It may be thought, that Chriftian morals 
ihould 'have been delivered in a regular and 
complete fyftem ; that their connexion with 
one another ihould have been deduced from 
firft principles ,5 that our duty, in all the rela- 
tions, conditions, and circumftances of life, 
fliould have beep diftinftly and precifely mark- 
ed. But how many volumes muft this have 
required ? How difficult, nay, how impof- 
fible to adjufl: thofe rules to every particular 
jcircumftance ? What labour muft have been, 
neceflary to unde,rftand them ? Gur Saviour 
hath taken a much plainer, fliorter, and more 
effectual method of acquainting us with our 
duty, by recommending that, purity of inten- 
tion, that honefty of heart, that love of 
truth, that love to God, and charity to men, 
.that inviolable regard to confeience, to the 
#wful authority of Gpd, to the .fac.re.4 .obli- 
gations 
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gations of religion, and to a future ftate erf 
'retribution, that will not only lead us to dif- 
cover the great lines of our duty, in the fcrip* 
tares, but will powerfully enforce the prac- 
tice of it, and will guard us againft all dan* 
gerous errors : at leaft, if, with fincerity, and 
integrity of difpofition, we endeavour to know 
God, and his will, the errors we fall into 
fhall not be dangerous to us ; for as our 
minds will be thus prepared for the divine in- 
fluence of the Spirit of light, fo we may hope, 
from his infinite goodnefs in Jefus Chrift, and 
from his faithful promifes, that it will be be- 
flowed upon us. 

But (till, if the religion of Jefus Chrift be 
fo plain and perfpicuous, whence have fo 
many difputes, controversies, herefies, and 
fchifms, arifen in the church ? To avoid thefe, 
fhall we take refuge in philofophy > Who 
knows not how many difputes and debates the 
philofophers had about the nature, number, 
and characters of their gods, about the chief 
good and happinefs of man ? Shall we take 
refuge in the church of Rome that claims to 
be infallible ? This is a claim that is contrary 
to reafon and fcripture, that fub verts the 
foundations of ail morality, and hath always 
been attended with ignorance and fuperftition, 
with tyranny over the confeiences of men, 
and the moft cruel perfecution. 

We have indeed a large catalogue ©f here- 
fies from fome of the ancient fathers 5 but they 
have been multiplied without -reafon : many 
- 1 of 
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of them were concerning matters of little mo- 
ment, many of them about words ; but many 
fuch controverfies might foon have been de* 
termined, if the difputants would have done 
in the beginning, what is fo rnetimes done af» 
ter a debate hath been carried on for a long 
time and with great warmth, that is, defined 
the terms, and explained the words in which 
they exprefied their fenfe. 

It is not to be denied that there were very 
dangerous herefies broached in the primitive 
times : what was the effect ? it was this, to 
excite pious and well-di/pofed perfons to fearch 
the fcriptures, and to guard againft all in- 
terpolations and corruptions of the facred text. 
It is a very remarkable proof of the care of 
divine providence, with regard to the fcrip- 
tures, that, through all the ages of ignorance 
and fuperftition before the Reformation, the 
church of Rome preferred them in their pu- 
rity ; and, together with their own corrup- 
tions, inviolably* retained a plain confutatioa 
of them, notwithftanding that they were ear- 
ly ppactifed in the forgeries of other writings 
to fupport their fuperirition, and increafe 
their power and riches. As the ftudy of the 
fcriptures is the great duty of all Christians, 
fo in a particular manner of the teachers of 
youth, and minifters of the gofpel, that, from 
their acquaintance with them, they may hi 
able to communicate the falutary truths .of 
religion In a way fuited to the capacities of 
their hearers, even of the ifeeaneft. 

Vol. L B b Did 
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Did we reflect upon our own early preju- 
dices, the flow progrefe of reafon, the diffi- 
culty of giving ftrift attention even to things 
of great importance ; did we confider how 
weak the underftandings of many are ; how 
little time, and, very often, how little incli- . 
nation they have to employ themlelves in re- 
ligious exercifes ; how they are entangled in 
errors, hurried away with paflion, and how 
confirmed by habit ; how their minds are pof- 
feffed with earthly and fenfual thoughts ; and 
how incapable of purfiung a long train of 
abftraft reafoning; we would furely ftudy 
Simplicity more than ibmetimes we do. There 
is a beauty in fuch fimplicity, that not only 
charms the ear, and gives light to the under- 
ftanding, but captivates the heart. Though 
this manner appears to the hearers fo natural 
and eafy, that they are apt to think they them- 
felves would fall into it, were they to fpeak 
on the fame fubjeft ; yet it is acquired with 
greater difficulty than a pompous ftyle and 
meafured periods, or fcholaftic terms and 
philofophical language. Here we may apply 
the words of the apoftle : " If the trumpet 
*' give an uncertain found, who fhall prepare 
" himfelf for the battle i So likewife ye, ex- 
** cept ye utter by the tongue words eafy to 
*' be underftood, how fhall it be known what 
* is fpoken ? for ye fhall fpeak to the air *." 

3<//y, Our bleffed Saviour and his apoHles 

• * Cor. *iv. 8. p. 

taught 
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taught and preached with the moft affe(Stio- 
nate -zeal for the honour of God and the hap-* 
pinefs of mankind. His fervent charity to 
man was the effect of his ardent love to God % 
dearer to him was our happinefs than his* 
own blood, which he fhed as an atonement 
for fin, that he might remove the obftacles of 
God's extending his mercy to us, in a way 
confident with the authority of his law, and 
the wife ends of his government. " He- 
#c fought not his own glory, but the glory of 
t€ him that lent him :* and the method by 
which he promoted it, waj by doing good 
to the bodies 'and fouls of men; to the body 
that he might fave the foul. •' He went a- 
" bout all the cities and villages, teaching in 
" their fynagogues, and preaching the gofpel 
" of the kingdom, and healing every fick- 
f * nefs, and every difeafe amongft the people *".■ 
All the day he travelled about to preach and 
work miracles fuited to his benevolerit reli- 
gion, and at night he prayed for fuccefs* 
How was he tranfported with joy when the' 
offers of his grace were accepted ! and how 
did he mourn over thofe who. reje&ed them X 
Thus did he clearly fulfil the prophey of I* 
faiah : " He fhall feed his flock like a fliep* 
• c herd ; he fhall gather the lambs with his 
•' arm, and carry them in his bofom, and 
** gently lead thofe that are with young. He- 
* fhall not cry, nor lift up, nor caufe hi* 

* Maufc. W. 23. 
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u voice to be heard in the ftreets : a bruifed 
** reed fhall he not break, and the fmoking 
*' flax fhall he not quench, till he fhall bring 
" forth judgement unto victory *.* He had 
all the nobleft feelings of humanity, the moil 
tender compafiion, and the warmeft affection 
for his friends, for his country, for mankind : 
he ufes every argument, every motive proper 
to influence the mind of man. With .what 
carneftnsfs does he exhort and importune the 
Jews to comply with the kindeft offers of hi* 
mercy ! " On the laft day of the feaft" of 
tabernacles, wher* they went with great jcry 
to draw water from the fountain of Siloam, 
" Jefus ftood and cried, If airy man thirft, let 
" him come to me and drink ; and put 6f 
" his belly {hall flow rivers of living water + 5" 
that is, fpiritual in ft ruction, and the doctrine 
of eternal life, which to the foul that earneft- 
ly de fires wifdom and happinefs, is a greater 
refrefhment than natural water is to a thirfty 
body : but when they were fo obftinate as . to 
dcipife his divine inftruction, " and to reject 
" the .counfel of God againft themfelves ; w 
when he forefaw the dreadful deftruction of 
Jerufalem, that ungrateful city, where he had 
preached the moft gracious doctrines, and 
wrought the moft merciful miracles j where 
he was foon to fuffer a moft ignominious and 
tormenting death ; yet over this devoted city, 
and its guilty inhabitants, does he (hed tears 

• It xl 11. and Matih xii. xo, f John vii. 37* 

in 



Tbe Gbfpel preafched to tEe Poor; 25^ 

lis t}ie moft companionate manner, and breaks 
out into a drain of the mod tender re fen t- 
ment : u O Jtruialem, Jerufalem, thou that 
'* killed the prophets* and doned them that: 
** are fent unto thee, how often would I have 
"**• gathered thy children- together, even as a? 
•* hen gathereth her chickens under her 
*« wings, and 5 ye would- not ? Behold your 
" houfe is left unto you defolatc *." When* 
be £rft appeared to his difciples after he was; 
rifen from the dead, with what* affection does* 
he thus addrefs them.? u Peace be unto* 
"■ you f." When he difcourfed. with- his dif- 
ciples going to Emmaus,. there was- fuch affa- 
bility in his- converfation, fuch- ftrengjji andi 
perfpicuity in his arguments,, fuch' authority 
and efficacy in his words, that after he. was- 
gone, they faid one to another, ." Did not 
** our hearts burnwithpi us while he talked. 
**■ with us by the way, and. while, he opened! 
•*■ to us the icriptures* J ?" 
. The apoftles, to whom our Saviour com-- 
imitted the. propagation of his gofpel as a fa- 
cred trud,, and whom he endued. with abilities^ 
.for that purpofe^ fully perfuaded eff the im- 
portance and neceffity of it for the falvation* 
q£ mankind, did, with indefatigable labour,, 
and with, the mod difintereded zeal, difchargc: 
the duties^ of their, high office. They addreff— 
ed the reafon,, the affections and confeience ofe : 
mankind, in fo moving and pathetic, a manner;, 

^ r JHatlb.Min;37. 38.%;! Johirxx. 19. \ fcukc xxiir. 3*** 
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thaf, by the divine bldEng, great numbers 
were converted to the Chriftian frith. Such, 
in particular, was the efte& of the firft fer- 
mon Peter preached to a great multitude of 
Jews, many of whom had been inftru mental 
in the crucifixion of Chrift, and who, ftung 
with remorfe, cried out, €< Men and brethren, 
•"'what fhalrwe do * ?" The Apoftle Paul, 
when a prilbner before Felix, a very corrupt 
judge, profecuted by the high prieft and chief 
men of the Sanhedrim, who had accufed him 
of very heinous crimes, ami who expected a 
very fevere fentence againft him, yet regard* 
lcfs- of his own fafety , and unawed with * the 
pomp and terror of the tribunal before which 
he flood, reafoned in lb ftrong and convin- 
cing a manner againft the vices of which his 
judge was guilty,, that " Eelix trembled +.'* 
This great apoftle ev^ry where expreflfes and 
demonftrates his affectionate and ardent zeal 
for the fklvation of his countrymen, and. of 
all thofe to whom he preached or wrote e- 
piftles. To the Corinthians he fays, M Who 
41 is weak, and I am not weak ? who is of- 
u fended, and I burn not J ?* Who is weak* 
and I do not companionate him ? who is of- 
fended, or ready to fall from his profeffion> 
and I burn not with zeal to recover him ? And: 
to the Philippians^ " Yea, and if I be offered 
** upon the tzdfi&ce and fervice of your faith* 
il I joy and rejoice with you {.* 

• Aas it. it. . t A£b *xfo a$« t x 0>u xi. *£* 

"IPUilip. ii. xj* * 
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How then fhould all this animate the teachers. 
of the religion of Chrift with a holy zeal for 
the honour of God, and the falvation of thofe 
who are committed to their charge ! With 
what fervency fhould we publifh the amiable- 
declarations of the gofpel to encourage the 
penitent, and its awful threatening* to a- 
larm the guilty I Our paffions are a part of 
our frame, are clofely connected with reafon* 
and may be made fubfervient to the intercfts* 
of true religion. With what fimplicity ihould 
we explain, and with what earneilnefs inforce, 
its great truths; fo as to excite hope, comfort* 
and joy, in the breafts of good men ; and fear* 
fhame, and remorfe, in the confeiences of bad 
men ? If we ourfelves ftrongly feel, we wilL 
make others feel too, the language of the 
heart, dictated, hot by pride, vain glory, or 
the love -of applaufe, but, by the fpirit of true 
piety, will penetrate the hearts of the hearers* 
and fix their attention ; will fend them* away 
filent and ferious, not fo much applauding, 
the preacher, as condemning themfelves, re- 
folving to comply with the exhortations that 
have been given them, and cherifhing the 
good thoughts and difpofitions that have been 
awakened in them. But if a preacher of the 
cverlafting gofpel fhoukl be cold and unaffect- 
ed v if he fhould be known to be felfifh, am* 
bitious, panting for applaufe, and greedily 
grafping at thofe enjoyments he would per* 
fuade others to forfake 5 his difcourfes, how* 
ever elegant, would have but little effect ; hg 

might 
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Aright pleafe, but not perfuade,. or make any 
lading impreffion upon the mind, but be like • 
a nofegay of beautiful flowers,, pleafant to 
the eye, and fragrant to »he fmell, but which,- 
foon withers away. If Demofthenes, fired* 
with a love of his country, and a love of li- 
berty, immediately feizes our attention, in- 
flames our heart, ftrikes us with things* not 
words, fo that we forget the orator, and think, 
of nothing but of liberty, and of blading the; 
defigns of fraud and tyranny y have not we 
infinitely nobler objefts, more interefting con- 
cerns, and more exteniive profpe&s to warm* 
our hearts, kindle our zeal, and invigorate < 
our- addrefles ? Short is our time of doings ■ 
good y foon. will the tongue of the preacher 
be filent ; foon will the ear of the hearer be. 
deaf ; foon will an eternal world open upon>> 
us y Cl happy that fervant, whom. his Lord*, 
**• when he cometh, fhall find faithfuL" 

Laftly, Our blefled Saviour has illuftrated* 
recommended, and confirmed his do&rine,. 
by a perfeft and familiar example :, as his reli- 
gion was defigned to be univerfal,, fo was his> 
example formed for the imitation of all*. 
There is in every genius fomething peculiar,, 
and from fuch variety,, according to the wife, 
order of Providence, many advantages are. 
derived to fociety* What was peculiar to. 
him as the great prophet, fent by God, can- 
not be imitated by us ; but his example, as fan 
as it is adapted to our condition and circuin- 
'jfcances, is abfolutely perfett,. and a. pattern o£ 

equali 
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equal extent with the rules he hath given us* 
Here there is no contraft of good and bad 
qualities, but an uniform tenor of goodnefs 
runs through the whole. What he command- 
ed others to do, he did himfelf. Plato fays,, 
that if virtue were to appear in a vifible form* 
it would charm mankind ; and may it not be 
faid, that it hath been fully exhibited in the 
life of our diyine Saviour ? He not only o* 
pened the paths to happinefs, but walked be* 
fore us, and fmoothed the way. 

The gods of the Heathens, it is well known, 
were patterns of debauchery, and the lufts of 
their votaries were warmed at their altars* 
The philofophers faid many excellent things 
of virtue, but they generally lived like other 
men* Who, for inftance, can forbear to de- 
fpife Seneca, always expreffing a contempt of 
wealth, and a difregard of death ; yet conti- 
nually amaffing wealth, and offering all that 
wealth to fave his life ? By this incontinent 
and mean manner of afting, he deftroyed all 
the en°e& of his philofophy. 

Our Saviour was not like the fcribes and 
Phariiees, the teachers of the Jewifh church* 
who faid, but did not ; " laid heavy burdens. 
u upon others, but would not touch them 
u with one of their fingers." 

To be pious towards God, without fuperfti- 
tion \ to be juft without rigour, and charitable* 
without oflentation ; to govern our appetites. 
and pamons, to deny ourfelves, to overcome 
the world, to refill the charms of pleafui*e.» 

and 
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and ambition, to be unmoved with unjuft re- 
proach, meek under great provocations, pa- 
tient under cruel perfecution, to do good and 
fuffer evil, thefe are all hard leflbns, but ne- 
cefiary to be pra£tifed in order to our happi- 
nefs 5 and of all thefe our Saviour has fet us* 
a perfect example. He did not think it e- 
nough to give us pure precepts, inforofd with 
precious promifes and dreadful threatenings y. . 
he did not think it enough to confirm his doc- 
trine by a feries of prophecies and miracles ; 
but, to complete his defign, he was a pattern: 
of all goodnefs. 

The examples of the beit men are defective- 
The more we are charmed with their excellen- 
cies, the more apt we are to overlook their 
blemifhgs. . Dazzled with the luftre of their 
gocd qualities, we are blind to their faults,, 
in danger of miftaking their defects for vir- 
tues, and of glorying in making them the ob- 
jects of our imitation ; incapable of rifing to 
their excellencies, we fome times meanly afied 
to be like them in their imperfections : but in 
him we have an infallible guide, by the imita- 
tion of whom,, fo far as. he is propofed a pat- 
tern to us, we cannot err. His life was a clear 
and full tranfeript of his doctrine, and hi* 
doctrine was divine. 

His apoftles were as zealous to adorn the 
dodtrine they taught by their holy and exem- 
plary lives, as they were to preach and pro- 
pagate it to the world. In proof of this they 
could appeal to God* the fearcher of the 

hearty 
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heart ; they could appeal to thofe who knew 
them : €C Ye are wknefies," fays the Apoftle - 
Paul to the Theffalonians, c< and God alfo, 
11 how holily, and juftly, and unblameably, 
*' we behaved ourfelves among you that be- 
•* lieve, and charged every one of you, as a 
a father doth his children, that ye would 
** walk worthy of God, who hath called you 
u to his kingdom and glory *" So power- 
fill an influence had the doclrine and example 
of the apoftles, that Origen challenges his ad- 
verfaries to compare the practice of the Hea- 
thens with that of the Chriftians, in the fame 
rank, degree, and condition ; and then to de- 
clare, whether even the worfe fort of Chri- 
ftians did not far excel the very beft of the 
Heathens of the fame rank f. And Julian, 
who was devoted to fuperftition, acknow- 
ledges, that the fanftity of life, and the ex- 
emplary charity of Chriftians, not only to 
thofe of their own profeffion, but to their e- 
nemies, had prevailed upon many to defpife 
the gods ; and that the moil fuccefsful method 
of reftoring the ancient worfliip, would be to 
reform their lives according to their example %• 
Such {hould be the practice of all the teach- 
ers and minifters of religion. The beft wri- 
ters upon eloquence, make it an eflential rule, 
that an orator fhould be a good man 5 and 
they do fo even when the pleadings were 

• 1 Thcff. ii. 10. 11. 1*. 

f Orig. contra Celfum, lib. 3. p. 466, Ed. Benedid. 

I Juliani Ep. 40. ad Ar(acium« ( 
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to be about judiciary matters. How much 
more does it become a preacher of the ever- 
lafting gofpel of Chrift, to inforce his doctrine 
by a holy life ? There is furely a difference in 
characters : what may be indulged to one man, 
is not decent in another. Religion never ap- 
pears fo lovely as in action : this will not on- 
ly demonftrate that it is amiable in itfelf, but 
alfo that it is practicable. What a pain muft 
it be to thofe who are little acquainted with 
the life and power of godlinefs, to fpeak of 
things in which they have no delight, of which 
they have no feelings, and which they are on- 
ly prompted to do from low and mercenary 
views * ? Can fuch perfons teach with that 
open freedom, that liberal afliirance, that ear- 
ned and pathetic manner, which can only 
flow from a good and clear confeietrte, and 
from a lively impreffion of divine thing^ ? 
They who cannot judge of reafonings arc 
judges of practice 5 and common it is to trans- 
fer a contempt of the preacher to religion it- 
felf. How ihocking muft it be to hear the 
truths of God delivered by a wicked man, by 
a profane diffemblcr, and a deteftabie hypo- 
crite ? to hear one defcribe the danger of an 
impenitent finner, and yet live in the practice 
of thofe fins againft which he in the moft fo- 
lemn manner denounces the moft dreadful 
threatenings ? . Bm a good example will give 
authority and weight to arguments j it will be 

* 1 Sam. ii. 3*. 
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an excufe for many failings, will fupply fome 
defects, and be always accompanied with fuit- 
able regard. But if a teacher of religion 
ihould forget his own character, is it any won- 
der that others Ihould forget it too, and treat 
him with that contempt he deferves ? Many 
arc difcouraged from the practice of religion^ 
becaufeof the difficulties they are to encoun-* 
ter j or, if they make fome faint attempts, are 
apt, when cxpofed to temptations, to look 
upon it as impoflible to be practifed : but the 
pious life Of a minifter is a proof to the con- 
trary, will make finners afhamed of their 
floth, and religion to appear in a lovely form. 
Thus " fhall we be the fait of the earth'' to 
preferve it from corruption, " and lights held 
4€ out to thofe that fit in darkneis, to lead 
" them in the way to happinef s." 

From all that hath been faid, doth it not 
appear evident, that Jefus was a teacher fent 
from God to blefs mankind, and that indeed 
he was the Mefliah ? Did ever any fuch per- 
fect character exifl ? or, if it never did, how 
could the apofties, who were illiterate men, 
be capable of forming it ? 

The moft candid method of judging of CHri- 
ftianity, is to confider it as one icheme, which 
will be found to be all confident, wherein the 
federal parts, as the ftones of an arch, are 
connected with and fupport each other. Some 
feparate points may give occafion for debates, 
and be attended with fome difficulty •, but we 

Vol. I. C c ought 
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ought not to judge of the ftrength of particu- 
lar objections till we have impartially consider- 
ed revelation in its full extent and natural 
Simplicity. What Lord Bacon fays of feience 
in general, may be well applied to Chriftiani- 
ty : " Were it not better, (fays he), in order to 
" take a full view of a noble hall, to fet up one 
" great light, than with a fmall lamp to look 
* c into every feparate corner # ?" Many of 
the objections that have been propofed againft 
the Chriftian religion, if attentively confidered, 
and candidly examined, may indeed be turn- 
ed into arguments in its favour. For inftancq, 
can that be called an impofture that propofes 
no motives of worldly honours, riches, or 
fenfual pleafure, to attract our efteem, or in- 
vite our choice ? Does that religion bear any 
marks of enthufiafm, which regulates our 
zeal by reafon and prudence, calms our fu- 
rious pafiions, enlightens our minds with 
knowledge, difpels our melancholy thoughts, 
and diffufes a well-grounded joy ? Is it the 
caufe*of fuperftition ? It is the beft, and I 
may venture to affirm the only fecurity agaiaft 
k, as it gives us the moft juft and amiable ao-„ 

* Etenim fymmetna fcieutiae, fingulis, fci>. parti bus ie 
jnvicem fuftinentibu's, eft, et efle debet, vera arquc expe- 
dita ratio refcllcndi objedliones minorum gentium. — — 
Nutnnon in aula fpatiofa confultius foret, unum accendere 
cereum, aut lycbnuchum iiifpenderc, variis luminibus i»- 
ftru&urn, quo omnia fimul perluftrentur, quam in fingu- 
los angulbs quaquaverfus eiiguam circumferre kicemam I 
Macon de augmentis fcientiarum, lib, 1. p. 40. tL 1740. 
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tions of the fuprcme being, as it relieves die 
confeience from its guik and fears, reduces 
the form of religion to great fimplicity, and 
infpires the foul with a rational and fteady 
fortitude. Yea r the danger of fuperftition is 
rather increafed than diminiihed by infidelity 
and irreligion : for it is not pofiible to diveft 
mankind of that fear which ai ifes from frail- 
ty and guilt ; and if they mould be bereaved 
of a rational and benevolent religion, it would 
be eafy to graft upon that fear, any fuperfti- 
tion their own folly might devife, or the craft 
and policy of defigning men might impofe* 
Is Chriftianity an enemy to learning ? Where 
have the fciences flourished fo much as ii> 
Chriftian countries, or been fo much impro- 
ved as by learned Chriftians ? The reading of 
the fcriptures, and the reformation of reli- 
gion, enlarged the minds of men, and encou- 
raged a fpirit of free inquiry. Is it a friend to 
fla very ? On the contrary, it delivers the mind 
from the tyranny of pafiion, and from the fears* 
of guilt \ it calls upon us " to prove all things, 
«• and to hold faft that which is good *." Xhe 
fpirit of the gofpel is a fpirit of liberty, ab- 
hors oppreffion of every kind, civilizes our 
nature, and teaches us humanity even to 
our enemies* It was Chriftianity, when fully 
eftablifhed, that aboliihed flavery, the cruelty 
of mailers to their fervants, of parents to> 
their children, the barbarous cuftom of es> v 

• x Theff. v. »i. 
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pofing infants, and the bloody {hews of gladi- 
ators, which were fo common in Heathen 
Rome, in its' moft k civilized ftate, but were 
prohibited by laws of* Chriftian emperors. 
Doe6 it excite feditions, and kindle wars ? 
Theie have taken their rife in every age from 
the lufts and paffions of men, which firft war 
againft the foul, and which religion fubdues 
and calms. Often has it been the occafion, ne- 
ver the caufe of perfecuiion ; for nothing is 
more contrary to the genius of it, when well 
under ftood, and not perverted by corrupt 

gloifes. Falfe gofpels were not obtruded 

on the world, till the genuine fcriptures were 
every where difperfed ; and . as they were pu- 
blicly read in the daily worfhip of Chriftians* 
no change could be made but what muft have 
have been immediately difcovered *. Some 
phiiofophers from the fchools of the latter 
Piatonifts in Egypt, when they embraced Chri- 
ftianity, introduced endlefs allegories, and, in 
imitation of thofe who forged writings in the 
name of Hermes, Zoroafter, and Pythagoras* 
began to allow themfelves in what was called 
pious frauds, that they might give authority 
to their own concr its, or thereby invite phi- 
iofophers to join iliem. But the primitive 
Chiiftians were plain men, who made it mat- 
ter of confeience to tranfmit the pure truths 
of the gofpel without any vitious mixture 
.whatfocver, and in a language that was eailly 

• Vide Aug. epift. ad Hicron. 
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smderftood by all. Many various readings* 
no doubt, there are, which were occafioned 
by the numerous tranferipts that were taken 
by Chriftians, of what was the • rule of their 
feith and practice : none of thefe various* 
readings, however, affec~t any one doctrine or 
duty of Chriftianity, but all the copies ferve 
to confirm the authenticity of the fcriptures* 
Let us not then* be moved from the hope of 
the gofpel, "but hold faft the profeffion of; 
c< our faith, without wavering, (for he i$» 
# « faithful that promifed). And let us confi- 
•* dcr one another to provoke unto love and! 
•* good works *.* 

IV. To conclude: If the poor had the go- 
fpel preached to them by our Saviour, let us* 
chearfully concur in promoting the glorious 
defign upon which he came into the world,, 
the falvation of mankind. We enjoy, we 
have long enjoyed, the ineftimable bleffing of 
the gofpel, pure and uncorrupted, whilft ma- 
ny nations are funk into ignorance, and over- 
run with fuperftition : Can' we be juftly called 
true Chriftians, can we fincerely pray that 
the kingdom of God may come, without em- 
ploying our endeavours for the advancement 
ef its interefts ? God might have revealed 
his truths in an extraordinary manner to every 
man, but he has thought fit, that men ihould 
be inftru&ed by thofe of like paffions with 

• Hcb. z. %$. *4« 
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themfelvcs. When his upright fervants arc 
truly deiirous to promote hjs honour, and for 
this end to employ thofe various talents which 
h$ hath committed to them, they may well 
hope that his blefling will accompany their 
pious endeavours. 

Some time ago, a few private gentlemen, a- 
nimated with a noble zeal for religion, whofc 
names fliall be in everlafling remembrance* 
gave rife to a Society in Scotland for pro- 
pagating Chriftian knowledge, and eretting 
fchools in the Highlands and Iflands. To 
carry on this defign, they firft made a volun- 
tary fubfeription themfelves, and their example 
was followed by many peers as well as com- 
m oners. The general afiemblies of the church 
of Scotland from time to time have recom- 
mended contributions for it. Her Majefty 
Queen Anne, by her letters patent, erected 
the fubferibers into A Society for propagating 
Chriftian Knowledge : and his pr.efent Majefty 
ratified and confirmed the former patent; 
and, for the encouragement of induftry, au- 
thor ifed the fociety to caufe fuch children as 
they fliould think fit, be bred up in huf- 
bandry, or trade and manufacture. Religion 
and induftry are clofely connected together : 
for as true religion enlarges the mind, and 
prepares it for making ufeful improvements 5 
relieves it from thofe fuperftitions which en- 
flave the confeience, and engrofs the time; fo 
honeft induftry and trade will preferve from 
thofe vices which are apt to ipring and grow 

UJ> 
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Tjp in ^uncultivated minds habituated "to idle* 
iiefc and floth. The worthy members of the 
Soci^y have, with a difinterefted zeal, with 
great unanimity, prudence, and fuccefs* car- 
ried on this good defign j all that I could wife 
to fay to them may be fummed up in this one 
advice, that they fhould continue to <le> as 
they have "done. Great affiftance has been 
given by the generous liberality of pious per* 
fons of all denominations, (whofe names are 
recorded with honour), for propagating Chri* 
ftianity in our colonies abroad, js well as in 
the highlands and iflands at ' home : and is 
there any charity of greater importance, of 
wider extept, or of more beneficial influence 
to the nation in general, and particularly to 
thofe parts of it which have been for a long* 
time the habitation of ignorance and fuper* 
ftition ? And though great good has been- 
done, and though there are now fix thoufand 
. five hundred and twenty-feven children edu- 
cated in thefe charity-fchools ; yet many more 
fchools are wanting; the harvefi is great) the 
labourers are few j their incomes fmall, and 
their difcouragements great and many. The 
indefatigable zeal of the church of Rome in 
propagating ignorance and fuperftition, the"* 
great number of mifllonaries they fend from 
. time to time, in order to pervert fome, and to 
confirm Others m their pernicious principles, 
which are as dangerous to the ftate as to the 
Reformed religion, fliould excite all Proteft- 
ants who wifix well to their religion, and to a 

free 
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free government, to defeat their defign*> and 
to refcue a brave people from the dark fuper- 
ftition and t:ruel bondage of that corrupt 
church. It may be furprifing to many, that, 
after the light of the Reformation has fhonc 
fo long upon us, any part of our country, 
nowWtrfled with civil liberty, fhould yet £ub- 
jeft themfelves- to Popifh flavery. It was not 
always fo. it was not fo in the early ages of 
the Chriftian church : thefe highlands and 
iflands were once the feats of learning and re- 
ligion; of religion that was not derived from 
the church of Rome, as appears by their dif- 
fering from it about the time of keeping Eaft- 
er, and feveral other. things ; and by this it 
feejns probable, that they and the ancient Bri- 
ttpns were converted to Chriftianity by teachers 
from the Eaft. Icolnikill * was then a femi- 
aary of all kinds of learning,, and a nurfery 
of divines for planting churches. Ofwald 
King of Northumberland defired the King of 
Scotland, in whofe court he had lived fome 
time, and where he himfelf had been con- 
verted, to fend him fome religious men from 
his country to convert his people from Paga* 
nifm. Aidan, a monk, was fent from Icoha- 
kill, about the year 635 ; of whom Bede,, the 
Anglo-Saxon hiftorian, though he was devo* 

• The property of his Grace the Duke of Argyle, who* 
lias been long a patron of learning wherc-ever his influ- 
ence could reach, and particularly in hit own country, 
where he has excited fchools and churchos at his own ex* 
prtcfc 

ted 
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ted to the church of Rome, and differed from 
Ijim, yet gives him the moft excellent charac- 
ter, and fays, " That he not only instructed 
•' the people in their duty, but alfo gave them 
€t an example of a good life, and fervent cha- 
" rity, which charmed the very Heathens, 
c< and brought them over to the faith. Of- 
•* wald himfelf became his interpreter, as Ai- 
u dan was not well acquainted with the Eng- 
u lifh language." After the Romifh miffio- 
naries had in vain attempted the converfion of 
the Heathens, he, by conftaht and diligent 
preaching of the word of God, accompanied 
with devotion and primitive fimplicity, brought 
over great multitudes to the Chriftian faith. 
After him Finan, and many others from* the 
fame jfland, went into England, and with 
great zeal taught and propagated religion 
from the prophetic and apoftolic writings *. 

No people have a greater veneration for 
their anceftors than thofe of the Highlands 
of Scotland ; let them look back to the ear* 
ly ages, and they will find a purer religion 
than that of the church of Rome eftablifhed 
among them. The church of Rome was not 
their mother-church, and ,they do not by em- 
bracing the Reformed religion apoftatize from 
k, but return to primitive Chriftianity. A* 
the wife meafures the government have pur- 
1 

• Vide Bed* hift. lib. 3. p. t 18- 1x9 lao. ed. Smith ; 
Ranulphi Higdeni Polychronicon, p. X07. 131. inter iciip- 
tnres 15. "vol. 1. Gstfe ; Warnet's ccclefiaftical hiftoiy of 
£n&1frnd> vol. 1- book *. p. 7*, 7* . 74. and 7*. 
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fued with refpeft to the Highlands, have 
tended to civilize thofe parts of the country, 
fo it may well be afiertcd, that our charity- 
fchools have promoted the fame good end. 

Our gracious Sovereign hath, with an un- 
exampled magnanimity, trufted many of them 
with arms who had rifen in rebellion againft 
him ; and they have been faithful to the truft 
he fo nobly repofed in them : they have in a 
very remarkable manner diftinguiflied them- 
felves in America j and, where-ever they were 
employed, their gallant actions and intrepid 
bravery will thine in the hiftory of the laft 
glorious campaign : they are become terrible 
to our enemies, who have felt, and who "will 
always fear, the courage of fo hardy a people j 
and may we not hope, that they who have 
fometimes difturbed the peace of the country, 
ihall henceforth augment its ftrength, and 
prove its zealous defenders ? And ihall we 
not, even from gratitude for the eminent fer- 
vices they have done, be animated with a noble 
zeal to inftruct the children, relations, and 
friends, of thofe who bravely fought, and di- 
ed, in the fervice of their king and country ^ 
and of thofe who, crowned with viftory, are 
ready to perform, if called upon* as great ex* 
ploits ? In Athens, the children of thofe who 
were flain fighting for their country,, were edu- 
cated at the public charge, till they came to 
maturity, and then clad in complete armour, 
walked in proceflion before the people, and 
•ne of the heralds, or public miaiftcrs, pro- 
claimed, 
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claimed, cr Thefe are young men, whom the 
cc commonwealth have educated, and are now 
" difmified with honour, to imitate the vir- 
u tuc and valour of their fathers *." Wc 
fee not thofe poor children who are the ob- 
J€&s of our charity, walk in proceffion before 
us, nor line the pafTages as we go out of 
church, imploring our pity and companion ; 
but I hope you, and all true Britons, will 
feel for them : let us not confine our alms 
to this day's collection, but carry home with 
us, knd preferve in our minds, impreffions 
of tender companion for thefe poor children, 
who, if they are not trained up to religion 
and induftry, are in danger of being abandon* 
ed to idlenefe and vice. Let us exert ourfelves 
hi preventing or refcuing them from falling a 
prey to an idolatrous church, who never ceafe 
to do all they can, to infpire thofe to whom 
they have accefs with enmity to our holy re- 
ligion, and with difafFe&ion to our happy 
government. This is no temporary charity, 
that relieves for a little, and is confined to a 
few; it extends not only to thofe children 
themfelves, but to all thofe to whom they 
may be ufeful, by their labour, their learning, 
or their example, or perhaps in a courfe of 
time by their riches, by which they may be- 
come capable of giving ihade, flielter, and 
fruit, to many others in the like circum- 
ftances 5 nay, even to the children of fomc 

* Jtichiaes ia Ctcfiphoatcm, p. 91. ed. Ozon. 1695. ' 
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of their charitable benefaftors. But if they 
cannot recompenfe you, you ihail be recom- 
penfed at the refurredtion of the juft, and 
you fhall be blefled # . And whilft we are in- 
ftruments of faving fouls, and rearing up loyal 
fubje&s to our king, we are deriving a blef- 
fing upon ourfclve?, our families, and pofte- 
rity. The conquefts that have been lately 
made in America, by the bleffing of God, 
and the conduft and courage of his Majefty's 
forces, have opened a way for fpreading the 
gofpel into the remoteft parts of the . world, 
and we hope for the accomplifhment of thole 
ample prophecies in fcripture, concerning the 
amazing fuccefs of it, particularly in the pro- 
phecies of Ifaiah, where the church is repre- 
fented as furprifed at the vaft increafe of her 
children, and faying, " Who hath begotten 
44 me thefe ?• Who hath brought up thefe ? 
u Where had they been ?" The anfwer is, 
t€ Behold, I will lift up my hand to the Gen- 
" tiles, and fet up my ftandard to the people 5 
" and they fhall bring thy fons in their arms, 
" and thy daughters lhail be carried on their 
, «* fhouldcrs 5 and kings fhall be thy nurfing- 
€t fathers, and their queens fhall be thy nur- 
<« fing*mothers f. M 

* Luke xi?. 14. f If - *!"• »i. **. 23. 
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SERMON Vin. 

The Folly, Infamy, and Mifery of Un- 
lawful Pleasure, 

By James Forbyce, D. D, 

Preached before the General Amenably of the 
Church of Scotland, May 2£. 1760. 

P R o v. vii. 6. 7. 

/ faked,— and beheld among the Jimple vnes^ I 
difcerned among the youth f, a young man void 
vf underjlanding. 

HAving formed a variety of refactions 
with regard to the fubject oa which I 
fliould addrefs you, my honoured hearers, 
on this occafion ; having found myfelf difia- 
tisfied with them all, for one reafon or ano- 
ther.; and having felt a growing apprehen- 
(ion, that the very great refpect to which this 
audience is intitled, would not leave me fuf. 
ficient recollection and prefence of mind to 
explain myfelf in fo eafy, free, and natural a 
manner, upon a particular argument that 
ftruck me ; I at length determined, contrary 
to my firfl intention, to read to you a dif- 
courfb, which, I am afraid, may appear lefs 
proper, but which; I am perfuaded, cannot 
be deemed improper in an age of domineering 
Vol. I. D d pleafure, 
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pleafure, like this ; an age, that, amidft many 
valuable improvements in arts and fciences, 
and many high exertions of civil and military 
virtue, which diftinguifli it, doth ftili retain 
too much of that luxury and effeminacy which 
fome ferious writers, and many ferious men, 
have ranked amongft its chara&eriftic fea- 
tures. 

. The very lively and affecting paflage of which 
our text is a part, I leave to your attentive 
perufal and pious reflection when you go 
home. Let it fuffice ,to obferve, in the mean 
time, that it prefents us with the moft (hi- 
king picture which perhaps is any where to 
be met with, of a young man enfnared by the 
blandifhments of an abandoned, but artful 
woman, into whofe evening-walks he had 
thrown himfelf, with a fatal purpofe, as it 
(hould feem, to indulge the impulfe of his 
paflions, under the covert of night, efteeming 
that the firteft feafon for thofe works of dark- 
nefs. The character which our divine pro- 
verbialift gives of this unhappy youth, is ftrong- 
!y pointed, and merits our particular atten- 
tion : " I looked, and beheld," faith he, €( a- 
iC mong the fimple ones, I difcerned among 
" the youths, a young man void of under - 
** (landing : M A -character which, viewed in 
the connection wherein it ftands, will, I 
doubt not, on a little confideration, appear 
exceeding juft. To prove it fuch, by enter- 
ing into the detail, and to apply it, as indeed 
It is but top applicable^ to thofe young per- 

fons 



fons of the prefent age, who are feduced into 
the purlieus of criminal indulgence, and train* 
ed on by the enticement* of evil communica- 
tion, will, with God's affiftance, be the bur- 
finefs of the following addrefs. How happy 
fhould the preacher account himfelf, if any 
thing that fhali be fuggefted might be ufeful, 
by God's bleffing, either to recover, were it 
. but one youth, who hath been entangled by 
that wheedling, pernicious proftitute, called, 
by the world's courtefy, Pleafure^ or to guard 
the unexperienced and unwary part of this 
congregation, who may be in danger from 
her deadly fnares \ Now I will endeavour to 
demonftrate, that the young man, who gives 
himfelf over to voluptuoufnefs, is really void, 
of underftanding, inafmuchasjie wants taftc 
in what ^belongs to genuine pleafure ; fenti- 
meat m what relates to true: glory ; and pru- 
dence in point of his moil important inte- 
refts. 

L I will fliew that he wants tafte in what 
belongs to genuine pleafure, that is, on the 
very fitisject which he pretends to underftand 
beft, and where he even piques himfelf on the 
fuppoied fuperiority of his ikilL 

Suffer me, my dear hearer, whoever you 
are, whom this difcourfe doth chiefly concern, 
to convince you how much you are miftaken 
in your favourite fyftem, by fhewing, that the 
uncontrolled gratification of your appetites 
deprives you of the very fatisfa&ion you suax 
Dd; at, 
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at, robs you of a thoufand delights of a much 
higher relish, and expofeth you to innumer- 
able pains, which fax overbalance the plea* 
fures you are fo fond of* 

i. I fay that the unbridled purfuit of fen* 
fual enjoyments defeats its own intention. Suck 
is the wife and righteous appointment of Pro- 
vidence, to deter men from difhonouring their 
maker, and themfelves, that excefs of every 
kind, and this efpecially, deftroys the very 
end it feeks, hurts the body as well as the 
mind, and difappointa the benevolent pur* 
pofes of nature, by going beyond k them. I 
appeal, my friend, to fyour own experience : 
Do not you feel your constitution impaired 
and dulled by a courfe of intemperance ? Are 
you not forced, if you will continue the chace 
you are engaged in, to fpur your jaded de- 
fires, by all the methods . which fancy, va- 
riety, and a ftiper-refined luxury Can furnifi*? 
Thefe indeed may ferve to inflame your paf- 
fions ; but, alas I the more they are inflamed,, 
the farther are they from being fetisfied* 
New objects may excite new properrficmsi 
but the diverfity of the one <doth uot ^cep 
pace with the violence of the other. The 
rage of pleafure grows, but the fenfe of it 
diminiflieth ; till at laft you do not fo pro- 
perly purfue h, as you are dragged along by 
it* The attachment and liking to it are in a 
great meafure fbon over : mere ufe and habit 
hurry you headlong. It is pofiible iadeed yoii 
fee out with refolutions of retraining yourfelf 

within 
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within certain fancied bounds of fobriety and 
prudence, of preferving a fort of.ceconomy 
and coolnefe in the indulgence of your in- 
clinations. Have, you adhered to thefe re- 
folutions I Have you pra&ifed this felf- 
command for any fpace of time ? Is your 
bent to finful gratifications no ftronger now, 
than when you firft gave way to them ? Can* 
you ftill ftop when and where you pleafe ? 
Can you fay to the encroaching current of 
pafiion, c< Hitherto fhalt thou come, and no 
** farther I" Ah the vanity and illufion that 
are mfeparable from fin, the felf-deceit ancB 
folly of finners ! to think that they can tranf- 
grefs with fafety the boundaries of innocence,, 
. or anfwer for themfelves, that having once* 
.entered on the declivity of vice, they fhall not 
.Aide into a quicker and quicker progrefs, tilL 
at length they fink into all " the fuperfluitjr 
" of naugfrtinefs." 

Nothing more common- than- for the fon& 
ef intemperance to boaft of their reafon, their 
refinement, their fentiments,. and the like- 
But have they caufe to do fo ? Your brethren 
. of the ftall and of the foreft eat and drink,, 
and play, and gratify the appetites of nature* 
in due feafon, meafiire,. and proportion- 
Therefore they are well and happy,, accords 
ing to their rank. Thou who are called a 
man, canft not pretend ta fo much order and 
felicity. 

The perfons whofe character I draw,, are- 
proud to ftyie themfelves mm of $leajiire. The: 
D d j " worlcli 
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world adopts the phrafe, and beftows it cfa 
them freely : but I aver they do not dcferve 
this title. You are meEC fenjatim^men z you 
are ftrangers to ftncere, to real pleafure. 
That confifts in regularity, and dwells with 
innocence alone. Figure a young man ma- 
iler of his paffions, diligent in bufmefs, or af- 
fiduous in ftudy, fmitten with the charms of 
truth, of friendfhip, of virtue,, of devotion* 
following their divine attraction through the" 
$jppery paths of youth,, and in due time en- 
tering, with judgement and choice, into that 
honourable ftate which heaven has ordained 
for the fupport and comfort of mankind* Will 
thofe ungodly men, who forego the chafte 
and heart-felt delights of this amiable connec- 
tion, for the bought fmiles and mercenary ci- 
reffes of a harlot, "'lovelefs,. joylefs, uneii- 
4f deared," pretend t6 equal thefc latter to 
the former, or once to compare their lawieflv 
reftlefs, felfifh purfuits, \o the tranquil, the vir- 
tuous, the generous joys of an union, which, 
when wifely formed, is founded on efteem» 
fupported with fidelity, fanftifled by faith, and 
fweetened by mutual fympathy, truft, and com- 
placence ? 

2. I. will not attempt to enumerate all the 
fuperior gratifications which are forfeited by 
an irregular life : but furely this is a farther 
confideration worthy your regard. Surely a 
found mind in a healthful body, moderate de- 
fires, and quiet paffions, a fpirit calm and 
clear, unobfeured by the fumes of intemper- 

anccj 
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fence, and undifturbed by the tumults of luft, 
peaceful and pleafant reflections on a difcreet 
and honourable conduct, manly, rational,, 
and u&ful eonverfation, the fociety,, the a$~ 
piaufe, knd the patronage of the beft mefi > 
the humble, yet triumphant hope of the 
•friendfhip of God through every future p$. 
xtod, wkh all the folid and fublime confola- 
toons of devotion; furely thefe are not things 
to be raftiry renounced* or lightly efteemeA* 
If you are fo unfortunate as to be a ftrangcr 
to thefe things, will it follow that you may 
boldly contemn or negleft them ? Becaufe you 
are blind, will you cake upon you to iay > 
that light is not fweet, or that it is not *+ as 
" pleafant thing for the eyes to behold the 
u fun r* If thefe are not bleffingSj and blef- 
£ngs too of kieftimable value, why have they 
been fo highly prized, fo pathetically recom- 
mended, fo ardently .fought, fo diligently, 

. zealoufiy, and perfevcringly cultivated, by 
the learnedeft, the wifeft, and the greateft 
men of every age, who have been ready to 
undertake any thing, to fuffer any thing, to 
facrifice any thing, rather than forego thefe 
fweeteft and nobleft enjoyments i But I wiE 
iubmtt the queftion to yourfelf ; let your own 
•understanding judge, whether the enjoyments 

. of the mind and of the heart do not bid fair 
-to be the fweeteft, becaufe the nobleft. You 

. are a man, and will you fay, that the diftin- 
guHhing chara&eriftic pleafures of a man, I 
mean, thofe of reafon > of confeience, and of 

affection. 
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affection, are not better, or more eftimable, 
than the pleafures of an animal, I mean, thofe 
of fenfe and appetite i What ? will you give 
• up at once, even in fpeculation, all the dig- 
nity and fuperior excellence of your nature,, 
in order to juftify to yourfelf the deplorable 
perverfion of your tafte ? But in vain do you 
labour to juftify it even to yourfelf. There 
is, I know there is, fome thing within you r 
. that takes part with uncorrupted nature, and. 
•reclaims againft the vile abufe* There is 
Something within you, which teHs you, at 
. this very moment, you are unhappy ^ in ha- 
ving forfeited rhofe fubftantial and facred 
joys* I lately mentioned, for- I know not. 
what fantaftrc, frivolous, and mean indul- 
gences % I refer the caufe to your moft inti- 
mate feelings. Have you not often, fecretly 
fighed to think what you loft when you loft 
your innocence? When you look back on 
the lovely, joyous fcenes of childhood and 
early youth, before your mind was debauch- 
ed and diftempered by guilty pleasures* do 
you not inwardly wiih you could recal thofe 
bleffedj days, at leaft that you could regain the 
peace and eafe, and gaiety of heart, you then 
poffefled ? When you lee other young per* 
ions of decent characters,, and irreproachr* 
able' morals, chearful,. lively r healthy, fatif- 
fied in themfelves, and beloved by all about 
them, do not you envy their # happy deftiny, 
and feel on the comparifon how miferable 
you are i In, fuoh a view,, do you. not both 

defgife. 
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tfefpife and hate yourfdf at bottom, for the 
folly and futility of your conduct ? 

I am fufficientiy aware, that amidft your 
hours of giddy riot, in the circle of your mad ' 
companions, you will be falfe enough to dif- 
guife any fuch feelings, bold enough to deny 
even the deepeft convictions of your foul, to 
boaft what a charming life you lead, and in 
the height of your pride ta talk with pity of 
the fons of virtue, as a fet of poor gloomy- 
minded creatures. ^ And pray let us hear 
wherein you have fuch mighty advantage 
over. them? Why, you have the pleafure of 
often getting drunk in the tavern, of fre- 
quently revelling in the brothel* perhaps of 
violating and defiling the marriage -bed, pof- 
fibly of feducing and ruining credulous inno- 
cence, probably of gaming away your own 

.fortune, credit, and peace, or thofe of Q* 
thcrs whom you call your friends; the plea- 
fure too, no doubt, of laughing at the laws. 

> of your country, at the religion of your fa- 
thers, at thofe rules of decency and virtue 

. which fober Heathens themfelves revere •, at 
all ferious men, nay at every body that will 
not run with you into the fame excefs of riot j 
and, for aught I know, the pleafure of direct- 
ly blafpheming him that made you. Great 
God ! what outrages againft nature, fociety* 
and thee, are daily committed by thofe, who* 
burfting the bounds thou haft fo wifely and 
mercifully fet them, reverfc the ufe of thy 
creatures* difturb the order of thtf world, and 

having 
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having done all they can to deface and deftroy 
the beauty of thy creation, both within and 
without them, turn at laft their impious fury 
on thy tremendous majefty I Thefe, thefe are 
the men who talk fo loud, and fo big of 
pleafure, which they would wholely appro- 
priate to themfeives, as if they alone enjoyed 
and underftood it. But however you may 
rave, Sirs, in your fits of delirium, we be- 
lieve your hearts fuggeft a different language 
in your fober intervals j and fober interval* 
you will and raufl have. A man cannot be 
always in the tavern, nor always in the ftews, 
nor always in company ; and when he comes 
to himfelf, and is alone, reafon will reHec% 
and confeience will feel : andjjwould fuch a man 
but fpeak out his feelings, and his reflections, 
you would find them them— ah how fad! 
How would you hear him reproach, if not 
curfe himfelf, for the defperate madnefs of 
facrificing to the momentary, muddy, grofs 
indulgences of a fenfual life, which confift 
chiefly of a violent agitation of the blood and 
fpirits, which cloy the fancy by repetition, 
pall more and more every day upon the fenfes, 
in fhort, exhauft and weary the appetites, is- 
ftead of foo thing and delighting them, and 
are totally insignificant in ieafons of weaknefs 
and diftrefs ; facrificing to thefe, I fay, the pure, 
the mafculine, the celeftial, the immortal plea- 
sures of a wife and pious life j.pleafu res that never 
tire, that never fail* that never decay, but, on 
the contrary, receive frefh luftre, and gnawing 

improvement 
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improvement from familiarity, from recollec- 
tion, nay from accidents, from age, from 
affliction itfelf I Are you confeious of no 
fuch uneafy feelings or reflections as thefe, 
you to whom I am particularly addrefiing 
xnyfelf on this occafion ? If you are, muft you 
not confefs, that the pains which accompany 
a courfe like yours, though they were no o- 
ther than thofe of the mind, do far overba- 
lance the pleafures you are fo fond of ? That 
was, 

3. Our next confideration 5 and you will 
give me leave to infift upon it, as a point of 
great importance in this argument. You will 
give me leave to afk you in fober fadnefs, as a 
fincere wellwifher of yours, that would willing- 
ly fet you right in what highly concerns you, 
whether, even in the hurry of your unhallow- 
ed purfuits, you find that fatisfa&ion and felf- 
complacence you are fo apt to boaft of ? whe- 
ther you do not perceive at certain moments 
fome inward monitor whifpering to you, " Do 
*' not this great evil, and fin againft God," 
pleading with you to have mercy upon your 
own foul, pointing out your danger, andi 
like an angel with a drawn fword placed a- 
crofs your way, ftriving to flop you in your 
wild career ? Do not thefe remonftrances, 
though infufficient it feems to anfwer that end, 
give you however very difagreeable checks, 
which leflen greatly the gratifications you ex- 
pected ? Do not thofe gratifications, whea 
you think you have them, and hold them 

faft, 
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feft, vanifh in an inftant from your eager 
jjrafp, and {leave nothing but a cloud behind 
them i I am miftaken in this laft particular $ 
it were well if they left nothing more, if they 
proved at worft but airy phantoms, that amu- 
ied for a little, difappeared, and were forgot- 
ten. Confefs, you who beft know, what di£» 
gufts attend the difappointment ; % what fatiety, 
what bitternefs, what vexations follow ; what 
cutting remorfes for the paft, what fearful fore- 
bodings for the future, what fecret horrors of 
confeious guilt do then haunt you, flafhing 
like fo many fpectres on your fancy, whilft all 
is' dark, dark and defolate, within you. What 
fay you, my friends ? do you deny k f If 
you do, then tell us, what mean that reftleff- 
nefs and uneafinefs you fo often betray on the 
back of your debauches ? Why do you not 
fit down and review, with ferenity and' inward 
approbation, the part you have acted ? Why 
do you ihun retirement and felf-infpeftion ? 
What makes you flee from yourfelves, and 
your own thoughts, to company, to diverfion, 
to noife, to diflipation of every kind ? What 
is it you want to lofe there ? Lay your hands 
upon your hearts, and anfwer honeftly. Is it 
not the fevere remembrance of your crimes 
and diforders, which you wi(h to {hake off' by 
that expedient ? You know it is. And will any 
man in earneft, affirm, that thofe indulgences 
deferve the honourable name of Pleafure, which 
cannot bear to be calmly reflected on, which 

reafoa 
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srcafon will not approve, and on which con* 
Science rcfufeth to beftow her facred fanction ? 
What (hall I fay farther on this head, or 
How paint the train of mifchiefs, and of furies, 
that follow the wicked inchantrefe whofe 
hollownefs and worthleflhefs I am endeavour- 
ing to expofe ? What fhalli fay of thofe dif- 
«afes, that rottennefs, thofe tortures, which 
her deluded votaries often iuffer in their bo* 
dies ; thofe perplexities, that agitation, thofe 
jealoufics, that envy, thofe -refentments, that 
alntoft always tear in pieces their minds •, with 
vthe infinite caprices, reproaches, infolence, 
and imprecations which they muft often fwal- 
low from the wretched creatures who are 
their accomplices in vice, who, along with the 
fweet innocence and charming modefty that 
become their fex, have laid afide its delicacy, 
its foftnefs, and all its gentleft graces ?- What 
ihall I fay of the feif-accufation that diflblute 
4men muft needs fed, on account of the foolifh 
and fruitlefs expence in which a life of this 
kind doth unavoidably involve them, from the 
endlefs inconveniencies they draw upon them- 
selves ; from the defperate courfes to which 
they are often driven, in order to fupport 
their prodigality, or to repair the ruins of & 
broken fortune ; from the ^complicated dif- 
trefs they bring upon their parents, families, 
and friends, which cannot but recoil upoa 
ttiemfclves, if they have any fparks of inge- 
nuity remaining ; and, finally, from the chal- 
lenges, the cenfures, and the infamy they itr- 
*• Vql. L £c ^vkablf 
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cvitably incur by a behaviour fo blameable, 
and fo bafe ? Suffice it to have juft inention- 
tioned thefe particulars, without entering in- 
to a minute defcription of them ; the reve- 
rence I feel for the virtuous part df this audi- 
tory, forbids me to pain them by dwelling on 
fcenes that are too {hocking. But the laft- 
mentioned particular leads me to the fecond 
point ; which was, 

II. To fbew, that perfons of the character 
mow under confide ration, are void of unders- 
tanding, inasmuch as they want fentiments of 
true glory. 

I do not fay, that they have loft all inward 
fenfe of honour and difgrace. I am perfuaded 
the number of thofe who are fo perfectly har- 
dened and flagitious, is in comparifon but 
fmall. Confcience may be fhamefully fup- 
prefled and overlaid ; it often is : but I do 
hope, it is feldom, very feldom, quite fub* 
dued or extinguiflied,. In fome wretches who 
are manifeftly given up of juft Heaven " to a 
c< reprobate mind, to work all uncleannefs 
" with greedinefs, it may be feared as with a 
<" hot iron, fo as to be paft feeling : w but, I 
.repeat it/again, fuch total infenfibility, fuch 
calloufnefs of foul, is probably very rare. 
With regard to the generality of fenfualifts, it 
jnay be affirmed, that they have not hitherto 
been able to overcome wholely, whatever they 
jnay pretend, that internal perception of praife 
jaad pf blame which is fo deeply inwrought ini 
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the human mind. I need not tell you, foir 
what wife and excellent purpofes it was given : 
$hey are abundantly apparent. Neverthelefs 
it may be afked, with refpecT: to thofe unhap- 
py men, in too many inftances, iC Were they 
" afhamed when they committed abomina* 
u tion ? They were not afhamed, neither 
'« did they blufh. They have hardened their 
u faces as flint ; they declare their fin as 
-c Sodom 5 they even glory in their fhame." 
Doubtlefs it requires fome time thus far to 
conquer the modefty of nature 2 but the fad 
conqueft may be gained. 

A young man enters into forbidden paths 
with a trembling ftep. The principles of his 
creation fhrink back from the horrors of vice- 
He reddens at the thought of his firft devia- 
tion from Virtue. He yet reveres that heaven- 
ly form. He ftarts at rthe appearance of her 
wtfrthlefs rival. But, <c beguiled by her much 
** fair fpeech," to ufe the fryle of our infpired 
author, impelled by the defire of what is pro* 
hibited, infttgated very probably by evil com* 
panions who have got before him, betrayed 
by the deceitfulnefs of his heart working on 
the fimplicity of his youth, he ventures for- 
ward, he is led on infenfibly, his appetites 
take fire as he advanceth, his fenfe of right 
and wrong becomes lefs quick and urgent, 
conference is but little heard-, and lefs regard- 
ad, amidft the tumult of company, and the 
.clamour of the paflions. 

Its admonitions and reprimands proving 
E e 2 officious 
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officious and troubkfome, a» they naturally 
will do in this fituation, meet at length with* 
foch unkind* reception, and violent oppoiition, 
that in many cafes?- where it was wonttoraiie 
ks awful voice, it ceafes very much "to be a 
** reprover." The Syren fong of Falfe Plea- « 
fure, that u prophefieth fmoother things," 19 
liftened to with greedy attention. The moft 
corrupt and corrupting maxims arse collected 
from every quarter, received with, admiration^ 
and entertained with tranfport. Every wit* 
ling that can break a miferable jeft on revela* 
tion and its friends, is fure of audience and 
applaufe. Thofe execrable books that arecalr 
culated to inflame and pollute the imagination^ 
' and which are th« di (honour and the peft of 
the age, with what curiofity are they fought* 
with what rapture perufed I Such writings 
of the infidel tribe as contain the moft auda* 
cious farcafms again ft whatever is. ferious and 
fober, and tend moft direftly to fabvert tlrt 
foundations of all religion and morality, are 
rried up as the very quinteflence of wit and 
humour, and the only ftandards of ingenious 
controverfy, and fine com pofi tion. Is it any: 
wonder, if the poor youth- 1 have defcribed i& 
by this time intoxicated with the cup of folly, 
admin iftered to him by fo many hands ; if he 
grows bold in wickedncfs 5 if from '* walk- 
u ing in the counfel of ungodly men, and. 
u ftanding in the „way of Sinners,* he pro** 
ceeds at laft " to fit in the chair of the fcorn* 
** fulj" to er.e£t himfelf into the hoafted cha~ 

ra&ert 



rafter of a freethinker j to laugh amongft hit 
compeers at religion, and law, and decency 
itfelf \ to reprefcnt thofe who retain and tefti* 
fy a regard for thefe, as daftardly, low, and 
little fouls, {hackled by the prejudices of edu* 
cation, controlled by the craft of politicians* 
over-reached by the tricks and overawed by 
the terrors of pricfta ; and, finally, to applauds 
himfelf and his companions as the only men 
of fpirit and vivacity, who have glorioufly 
broke afunder thofe vulgar bands, and aflertedS 
the original privileges* of nature ? Deluded 
Bian ! how little caufe you have for all this 
vaunting ? Pray conilder, and fay in fad 
truth, whether you deferve fo much praife 
for a behaviour that degrades your nature^ 
deftroys your ufefiilnefs, injures your neigh^- 
bour, difhonours your M akeiy contradicls the 
judgement and practice of aH the wife and* 
good, and counteract the conviction of your 
ewn mind ? i fay, 

- i. That your behaviour degrade* your nav 
tore- You- talk of aflerting her original pri- 
vileges* But can you ferioufly believe, that 
the proper rights of a reafonable being confift 
in adding again ft reafony that heaven-defcendi- 
cd principle, which raifeth a man above a 
.brute? Did your kind Creator *' make you* 
** wifer than the beafts of the field, and' teach> 
.** you more knowledge than the fowls of hea>-- 
** ven, >> only that yoir might have it in your 
power to fink yourfelf to their level, orra>-- 
,*ker beneath it ? Sid he render you capable- 
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of the pleafures of knowledge, of goodhefs* of 
piety, only that you might have an opportu* 
nity of preferring the pieafures of fenfe and' 
paflion ? Did he form you for another worlds . 
that you might fhew the bravery of neglecting 
it, and the hardinefs* of facrificing immortal* 
perfection and happinefs- to a little prefent* 
paffing gratification? I always thought, that: 
the voice of honour called men upward,, 
taught them/ to afpire, prompted them to raife 
their fame by doing fomething great and ex- 
cellent, andi If pofiible, above their ftation*. 
rather than below it : but you, it feeou*. 
<would have us to believe it nobler to defcendj 
and hold it better to-live and die like a beaft», 
than to climb the afcent of thought and vir- 
tue, and, by behaving like a man, to become 
in due time like an angeL When you have 
thus debafed and embruted every divine fa- 
culty, will you frill lay claim, and on- that very, 
account perhaps, to reafon,. to refinement, to* 
Superiority of fentiment ! What- inconfiften— 
cy, what extravagance is* here ?- But again, 

a. Let me remind you, that, by being de- 
voted to fenfuality, you deftroy your ufeftxl— 
nefs and fignificance in life. Your conftitu- 
tion is weakened, if not ruined ; yourfphrk'- 
is enervated, if not diffolvcd, and loft for ever y. 
the native vigour and fprightlinef* of youth, 
are melted down, and abforbed in debauchery •: 
that generous ambition, which beyond any 
•thing on earth incites to worthy deeds, isejf- 
- tinguifhed in tow and inglorious indulgences ; 

ftudy 
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ffudy hath lktie reli(h ; bufincfs is a burden* ; " 
application of every kiod is infupportable v, afi 
is difBpa*ion,» debility, indolence, trifling ; no- 
thing manly, firm, or refolved remains, Is- 
this the road to real honour ? But farther, 

3. By perfevemog in fuch a courfe, you can*- 
xiot fail to be injurious as well as ufelefs ta< 
mankind. You arfc injurious by being ufelefc 
Society has a claim on every man : it is intt-- 
•lied to the labour of his head, or of his hand*,. 
or both. He is bound' to benefit others by .his 
good offices, and to edify them by his good: 
example. Therefore you would be unjuft to 
Ae world, were you barely to fttut yourfetf 
up from its intercourfe, and to neglect its« 
interefts^ But if, living in it, you act in fuch 
a: manner as directly to hurt thefe interefts-,. 
.and turn that intercourfe into an occaiion of 
corruption to thofe you converfe with, are 
you not guilty of a double injury ? You not 
enly do no good ; you do much harm. You- 
not only deprive the public, and your friends,. 
of that exertion, of your powers, and im- 
provement of your opportunities, for the fa— 
tisf action, and advantage of both, which they 
kave a right to expect but which are either 
wholely obftrtt&edi or greatly hindered by a 
-diforderly life. You make yourielf a down- 
fight nuifance in fociety, a dairy offence to* 
virtuous- men* and 4 a ftumbling-block to the 
weak and the unwary. You fpread infec- 
tion amongft your neighbours and acquaint- 
ance, the werft and deadliest kind of infec- 
tion* 
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tlbn. A man that bring* the plague withlym 
is not half fo dangerous. The contagion yon 
propagate, kills the fouls as well as the bodies 

4>f thofe it feizeth. 

But who can defcribe the mifery you caufc 
to thofe with whom you are rooft nearly con* 
aecled, and to whom, under God, you owe 
the greateft obligations ? For aught 1 know, 
you are born of a refpe&able and worthy fa* 
wily, the heir of a plentiful, perhaps of a nob- 
ble fortune ; and when you came into the 
world, it is very probable your rejoicing pa*- 
rents blefied that bounteous providence which 
gave them a man-child, and faid to each o»~ 
the*, " This one fhall comfort us," wall be 
the ornament, the pride, and the ftay of our 
houfe, and fhall folace us amidft the infirmi- 
ties of age. They watched over your infant 
years with inexpre&ble tenderneis and care. 
As you grew in ftature r you feemed to grow 
in wifdom. They marked with joy and exuW 

. tation the opening buds of fenie, and ingenui- 
ty, and worth. They boafted of your hope- 
ful appearance and pretty faying* to all about 
tlym, who naturally congratulated them on 
the pleating occafioa. They fpared no pains, 
they grudged no expence, to form you, as 

. you advanced, to every quality and accom- 

. plifhment that might become your birth, a- 
dorn your ftation, grace your family, delight 

. your friends, and infure, through the divine 
blefiing, their future utility, reputation, and 

. Itappinefs* It may be that, for feme time, you 

repaid* 
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repaid your parental affection and labours 
with the ftricteft duty and the faireft improve*- 
ments, by which you ftiil added to their hopes* 
Gracious Lord ! how did their hearts heave 
with the biggeft emotions of gratitude to thee* 
and their eyes overflow with tears of unutter- 
able gladnefs, whilft they beheld that young, 
man in thoie aufpkkms days, fetting out ii* 
the paths of glory, with an ardour that pro-* 
mifed the happkft progrefs in his after courfe I 
1 would willingly fupprefs the fequel 5 but in 
vain. Yet I need not fpeak it» The cruel,, 
the killing difappointment I refer to in gene* 
ral, is already prefent to every imagination^, 
and deeply felt by evfery fenfible nature in thi* 
afiembly. Happy thofe parents, happy be- 
yond the reach of language* who know not* 
ky their perfonal experience, what fuch a dif- 
appointment imports ! — But is it nothing 
u> you* my young hearers whom this defcrip- 
tion may anfwer j is it nothing to you to be a. 
calamity to your father, u the heavinefs of 
" your mother/' and the ungracious author 
of fo much fhame and grief to both, as will 
probably " bring down their gray hairs with 
" forrow to the grave," if they have not al- 
► jready done it I Is this the way to reputa- 
tion ? Can you fupport the idea of fuch ag r 
gravated guilt ? 

4. You dishonour your Parent in heaven^ - 
the great original and end of your, being, and 
ef all its capacities and opportunities, whether 
ior improvement or glegfiixe. Can you forget 

him& 
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him ? Forget Mm, did I fay ? can you difobe^ 
" his laws, defpife hi* power, even infult that 
Majefty whom angels worfhip with profound- 
eft awe ? Can yon treat what belongs to liim, 
or bears the ftamp of his authority, with fcorn 
and ridicule ? Can you alienate thofe affec- 
tions and faculties which he gave you for the 
purpofes of piety and wifdom, habitually a- 
tienate thefe from their glorious deftination, 
and pervert them to the fooliiheft, nay the vileft 
purfuits [ Once more : Can you quench that 
ray of divinity within you, which came from 
heaven, and was intended to raife you thither \ 
can you quench it in the mire of fenfual in- 
dulgence, and extinguifh the defires of im- 
mortality that your Maker kindled in your 
bofom, by fuch diforders as render it your in- 
tcreft to " die like the beafts that perifh," and 
to mingle for ever with the clods of the val- 
ley ? Can you do thefe things, and by your 
converfation and example teach others to do 
them, and not be guilty of horrible ingrati- 
tude, depravation, bafenefs ? And will you 
yet tell us of your fenfe and fpirit, and yet 
ftyle yourfelf a man of honour ? What abufc 
of language ! Shall 1 mention after this, 

5. The ftriking oppofitiori between your 
conduct, atfd the fentimedts, jdifpofitions, and 
deportment, of all the wife anc\ good men that 
have ever exifted ? Need I go Vbout to prove 
what is fo exceeding palpable ? \r will you 
have the effrontery to affirm, that "thefe have 
all been deceived! and blinded, fronuhe be- 
ginning 
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ginning to this day j that all the worth and 
fenfe the world has afcribed to them, , have 
been merely imaginary 5 that how much fo- 
ever thofe amongft them whp have been, or 
dow are, mod eminent in the opinion of the 
public, may have thought, or difcourfed, or 
argued, or writ, in favour of virtue and reli- 
gion, they have never been able to eftablifh 
their reality and excellence, or to demonftrate, 
that there is any higher good than pleafure, 
the pleafure of the fenfes, and of the fancy ; 
in a word, that thofe who have been, or now 
are, " the lights of the world," and the. or- 
naments of humanity, deferve no better cha- 
racter than that of a company of poor, pre~ 
judiced, deluded people, the children .of ig- 
norance, and the dupes of fu perdition ? And 
will you venture to aver, that a fet of men 
whom you call men of pleasure, whom we call 
infidels, libertines, profligates, the refufe and 
dregs of nature, the fcourges and plagues of 
mankind, the avowed enemies of God and 
goodnefs ; that thefe abandoned men of plea- 
sure, with their mean anjl miferable adherents, 
who follow them At fome cliftance, licking up 
their fpittle, and labouring to overtake them ; 
I mean, many an unfortunate youth but late- 
ly initiated in the myfteries of iniquity 5 that 
thefe, I fay, are the only perfons -who hare 
learned to think, and fpeak, and a<ft properly, 
with true fpirit, manhood, and fagacity ? Oh I 
my brethren, to what a pitch of frenzy hu* 
jnaa beings are capable of arriving, when they 

sCaa 
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can thus <c call evil good, and good evil, put 
c< light for darknefs, and darknefs for light,** 
and dignify with titles of fame and glory opi- 
nions and aftions the moft infamous ! But 
this fpecies of frenzy, like moft others, has 
its lucid moments ; and, as we hinted before, 
there are fober moods every now and then re- 
curring, when reafon breaking loofe from the 
reftraint and force which obftructed its opera- 
tion, will rebound upon the fin ner with double 
vengeance, by means of that elafHcity which 
belongs to it. He may ftrive to bury and ex- 
tinguish under the load of intemperance the 
fire of confeience ; but that, like embers ra- 
ked up under a(hes, will bur ft out at times, 
and burn up all- -the hay v and ftubble of his 
vain andfalfe confidence, and (hew him by 
its piercing light that he counteracts the con- 
vidlion of his own mind. Which was, 

6. The laft particular on this head. The 
next morning, for inftance, after a debauch, 
when you are once more alone, and the fumes 
of the former night's intemperance are eva- 
porated, can you look back on the fcene with 
calm exultation, and confeious pride ? Do you 
really think the better of yourfelf for fuch 
« c revelling and drunkennefs,** fuch " c chanv- 
**< bering and wantonnefs ; w for mingling with 
prodigals, with i^ebanchees, with gainefters* 
with harlots, and Arch like creatures, the very 
offscourings of the-, world ? Do you indeed 
efteem it creditable to have thefe for your 
companion** Would you -have been glad to 

i 
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be found among them by a virtuous rehtion ; 
*jr that any decent perfon of your acquaint* 
ance ihould have detected you fharing in their 
works of darknefs ? I trow not. Why not ? 
Why fhun the light of day, and the eye of 
virtue , ? If your works are truly honourable, 
why be afraid left they fhould be made mani- 
feft ? What is the reafon that you <c love 
44 darknefs rather than light," if you are not 
inwardly convinced that " your deeds. are 
** Tevil," and cannot bear the awful glance of 
wifdom, nor the facred infpe&ion of the laws ? 
For fhame; a reafonable being obliged to 
court the twilight, to flee, like a bird of dark*- 
nefs, from the face of the fun, and, like the 
midnight-plunderer, to hide his guilty vifage 
under the ma£k of fecrecy. Can you ftand 
the comparifon i Do you not blufh at the 
thought ? Do you not feel yourfelf little and 
defpicable at this moment? Are you not o- 
verawed by the fuperior prefence of every 
worthy perfon you behold in this houfe ? 
Are you not fenfible, that you arc— —a flave, 
a \ery Have, the worft of all flaves ; and muft 
remain fr.ch, folong as you continue to " ferve 
** divers lufts and pleafures," which fay to 
you, " Go, and you go 5 Come, and you 
" come 5 Do this, and you do it ;° leaving 
you no fettled reft from the dreadful drudge- 
ry, no generous, free, delightful command 
of yourfelf, but ufing you like a beaft of 
burden, driving and hurrying you along 
through all die joylefs, jading ways of vice 
and folly ? 

Vol. I. F f If 
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If through the repugnance of reafon not 
yet wholly broke, or the languors of ficknefs, 
or the reftraints of difeafe, or the remon- 
ftrances of friendfhip, or fouie other happy 
•i>ar thrown in your road by a merciful Pro- 
vidence, you ftop a little in the path of de- 
struction, take time to caft 'your eye back, to 
refleft on your conduct:, and attend to its 
confequences, if perfifted in, how are you 
ihorked at the horrid fpeclacle ? What in- 
dignation againft yburfelf arifeth within ycm ? 
What abhorrence of your bafe accomplices ? 
What refolutions to relinquish them for ever, 
and afibciate thenceforth with virtuous men ? 
Then, in fine, you fee, with a mixture of 
confufion and horror, all the deformity and 
infamy of falfe pleafure, and can enter with 
full conviction into the meaning of thofe 
pointed words, <* What fruit had you in thofe 
** things whereof you are now afliamed : v 
I will fuppofe thcfe falutary fentiments to con- 
tinue a while, and your purpofes of reforma- 
tion to keep pace with them ; tell me, whe- 
ther in fuch a ferious conjuncture, and fuch, 
I doubt not, you have experienced, (the cafe 
is not uncommon ; I have known thofe that 
have been in it : they con fefied the truth), 
tell me, I fay, whether you did not then per- 
ceive a certain dignky of thought, a certain 
internal elevation above your former felf, 
which even furprifed you, and told you, that 
purity, purity alone, was proportioned to 
your frame \ that it alone, under Gcd, could 

reftpre 
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reftore your original ^greatnefs, and prefervcT 
you from finking into your wonted debafe-* 
ment ? If, after all thefe fober counfels, and 
thofe fecret dawnings of peace and joy, you 
have fu&red yourfelf to fall into the mire a- 
gain, and plunge perhaps deeper than eveiv 
as though you had only returned a little tor 
make your r^un more bold and violent, what 
frefh diihonour, as well as guilt and forrow r 
muft you be tonfcious of incurring ? And 
will you yet bo aft of the glory of your courfe, 
and give the lie to your own heart, by vaunt- 
ing that you, and fnch as you r are alone in* 
titled to the praife of fortitude and freedom T 
Bleffed Maker ! what a diftra&ed creature is* 
a young man abandoned to voluptuoufnefs t 
Whatever he may pretend, he is deftitute of 
fentioient in what relates to ttue glory, no 
lefs than of tafte in what belongs to genuine 
pleafure. But he is equally devoid of pru- 
dence, as to his moil important intereftsj 
which was, 

III. The feft point I propofed *, as the fw 
nifhing proof of his being void of underftand- 
ing. 

This indeed is at firft figlxt fo very plain l 
point, that it needs little more than to be pro* 
pofed. The perfons we are at prefent con- 
cerned with will not difpute, that the courfe 
they follow is not in general the road to 

• This head was omitted in the delivery, to fave time- 
F f % • wealth*. 
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wealth. They will allow, that the votaries of 
Pleafure muft often be content to facrifice 
their fortunes on her akar ; and frequently 
they even pique themfelves on nobly defpifing, 
as they are pleafed to exprefs it, the" fordid 
confiderations of gain and credit, when thefe 
would interfere with their more elegant gra- 
tifications. Now I will not fay, that thofe 
confiderations are of fuch value as to .merit 
being preferred to all others, or made your 
principal objects. No : I would rather re- 
mind you, that you were formed for much 
greater ones, and that the real profperity of 
" a man's life confifteth not in the abundance 
*' of the things which he poffeffeth", but in 
obtaining the proper ends of it, which are 
nothing lefs than the glorifying God, the be* 
renting men, and the bettering his own im«* 
mortal fpirit. But I would remind you, at 
the fame time, that, in fubordination and 
fubferviency to thefe, reputation and fuccefs 
in bufinefs, a decent competency, or, if it fo 
pleafed God, an honourable affluence in life* 
are valuable objects, and very worthy of a 
wife man's attention. I fay, they are fo m 
a fecondary view. In fuch a view, " theri 
f c is nothing better/' faith the preacher from 
the throne,. " than for a man to eat and 
f* drink, and make his foul enjoy good in his 
** labour : This is from the hand of God.'* 
(The fame great perfon mentions it as an en* 
couragement to the ftudy of wifdom, or the 
ptaftice of Religion, that u length of days is. 
. . . - " i» 
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• c in her right hand, and in her left hand 
• c riches and honour." We are likewife afTu> 
red by a Chriftian apoftle, that " godlinefs is 
•* profitable for all things, having the pro~ 
" mife of the life that now is, as well as of that 
* c which is to come." In fhort, we are war* 
ranted to affirm, that wealth well gotten, en* 
joyed with gratitude, fenfe r and moderation,, 
improved in works of piety, friendfhip, and 
beneficence,, is an important bleffing^ adds 

freatly to a man'9 comfort and confequenc^ 
ere,, and will hereafter prove fo much trea^ 
fure laid up in heaven. May we not conclude* 
then, that thofe who caH themfelves men of 
pleafure are fools,, whep they laugh at men of 
bufinefs, or fpeak with derifion of the virtu- 
ous gentleman, the honeft citizen,, or the in^ 
duftrious farmer, as a fet of low, plodding, 
drudging characters, that know nothing of 
the value or enjoyment of life ? What will" 
thofe arrogant men fay, if poverty (hould 
" come upon them like an armed man," witb 
all the evils it brings along, with it,, to fuch, 
efpecially, as never felt its gripe before ??' 
How will ye be able to bear it, .ye fons of 
fbftnefe; u you that have lived, in pleafure* 
'* and nourifhed your hearts, as in a day of 
u {laughter J" With what accumulated weight 
will it fall on you, whofe bodies and minds 
have been enfeebled, and p-impcred with in* 
temperance and Hoth ? With what c • . . rna- 
tion, diftra&ion, defpair, will 1*. •* h In 

you?. How will you that -u 
'Ft, 
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bits of prudence and application, who perhaps 
were never poffefled* or not thoroughly pof» 
fefled, of any one ufeful art or talent for bu- 
£nefs, who probably have offended highly 
your beft friends, and loft every degree of 
credit and eftimation among the fober part of 
mankind ; how will you be capable of ftrug- 
gljng with adverfity, and refcuing yourfelves 
from it ? If difeafe brought upon you by your 
diforders fhould add its prcflure to all the reft* 
what will you then do ? What refource then 
find under confumption of body, joined with 
confumption of fortune, fharpened 4 by fo many 
attendant calamities, and, pray remember, 
rendered intolerable by anguifh of mind, the 
yemorfes, the horrors, the hideous images of 
mifery paft, prefent, and to come, that will 
rufh like an hoft of enraged enemies upofj 
your tortured breaft ? Oh terrible I — 

I afked juft now, what refource you wiR 
find amidft this combination of woes ? I think 
of one, one dreadful refource. Nature fliud- 
ders at the black idea. You can imagine 
what I mean. You have heard, I queftion 
japt, the horrible fyftem propofed, and plead- 
ed for, at your nocturnal orgies. In thofe 
hours of madnefs perhaps you have applauded 
its patrons, ftudied their defperate arguments, 
'and at laft adopted an opinion, which in a 
Chriftian land muft appear to men in their 
wits (hocking to humanity, difmal as hell, and 
daring as its iierceft fiends. This refource 
thofe fiends who (port with human wretch- 

ednefs; 
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ednefs,. have certainly contrived to make their 
,prey, in fuch cafes, more fare and fpeedy„ 
May the merciful Father forbid you fhould 
ever flee to that fatal refoge I What a refuge 
for ah hrtmortal being, to plunge himfetf 
with his own hands into the depth of dam- 
aation* in order to elude his incumbent mi- 
fery f 

But let us turn from the difmal picture, 
and fuppofe, in the next place* that a young 
man addicted to voluptuoufnefs, efcapes the 
mifchiefs which often overtake his brethren* 
in iniquity* arifing from a diflipated fortune^ 
a broken reputation, ihcenfed relations, and 
'% ruined conftitudon ; that he fpins out a long 
life in a ftate of external eafe and indulgence, 
amongft a fet of people attached to him from 
different caufes, perhaps fond of him for his 
parts, his politenefs, his vivacity, or his na- 
tural goodnefs of temper ; and that he makes 
Ihift to fupprefs, as much as poffibk, the 
painful convictions of a fclf-condemning mind •, 
need I tell him, that old age will come at laft 
with its unavoidable decrepitude and frailties, 
and thefe not the lefs furely for the freedoms 
he now ufeth with his health ? This he can- 
not but know, however he may contrive to ^ 
overlook it. And when thofe days of dark- 
nefs overtake him,, which will very probably 
be many, if a diftemper or an accident doth 
not fuddenly fnap afunder his weakened 
'thread ; when he is made « c to inherit," aa 
the fcripture (peaks, « the fins of his youth 5* 

and 
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and when through the furrounding gloom he re- 
views a life loft in difiipation, and proftituted to 
fenfualjty \ his talents, by which he might have 
honoured God, and profited men,, partly ' ne- 
gle&ed, and partly abufed \ the remonftran- 
ces of his friends, the principles of his edu- 
cation, the powerful checks of his own mind,, 
the calls of religion, the warnings of Provi- 
dence, the fecret workings of God within 
him, generoufly intended for his recovery to 
virtue, all thefe flighted and oppofed; how 
will he bear fuch reflections as the following? 
*' Now my inglorious and criminal courfc 
¥i draws near an end : What have I gained by 
** it ? A few hours or days of giddy amufe- 
u ment, and guilty pleafure* often daihed 
" with inward difguft and bitternefs, always 
u interrupted with, long and tedious intervals 
** of infipidity, languour, and deje&ion, at 
u bed with fcenes of laboured mirth, and 
•' forced laughter, that left my heart, as 
" they foun it* heavy and fad. I have gain- 
u ed too the boifterous applaulb of worthlefs 
** and witlefs. men, like myfelf, for u cafting 
u in my lot with them," and participating in 
u their impiety and debaucheries. I have 
u gained — nothing more. And what have I 
" loft?. What have I not loft? My inna- 
c< cence, my honour, my charter, my peace 
u of mind, the favour of my maker, the in- 
4( telleftual, the moral, the doineftic,. the di- 
u vine joys, that fwceten and dignify exift- 
<c euce. 1 '• ' -"j lofl whatever was worth living 
iC fc. • T ■ luft —my foul*. The" path I 
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44 have trod has been marked all along with 
u folly, and vanity r and vexation. A few 
c * fteps more, and it will land me — where? 
* ' — in the place of weeping, where that wretch* 
'* ed fenfualift lift up his eyes to heaven in 
fC vain. For now, alas! it is too late to of* 
c< fer the great Almighty the dregs of a dif- 
, u folute, polluted life, or attempt to vanquifh 
" thofe inveterate habits which have enflavecl 
" my foul, and taken away my heart." In 
this mournful period, who do you think* 
tny brethren > will appear to the man I paint 
truly prudent and truly wife ? the boaflful 
totary of pleafure, or the humble worfhipper 
of God ? But, 

Once more. Let us follow the unhappy 
man a little further. Let us figure him at laft 
laid upon the bed of death, bidding adieu t& 
his forrowful friends, if any friends he hath* 
tolling his defpairing eyes on every fide* He 
looks back : His ill-fpent youth, and the 
whole tract of his life paft, prefents nothing ta 
his view but one wild walle. He looks fore* 
ward; all, all is wo unutterable. He receives 
the fentence of death within himfelf. Nothing 
laow " remains but a fearful looking for of 
u wrath and fiery indignation to confume 
* * him." I fancy I fee the poor creature juft 
about jo fhoot the irremeable gulph of 
death, that death he ufed to talk of with fuch 
an affectation of fuperior indifference. Oh 
the fhudderings, the ftrong reluctance, the 
unimaginable convulfions y that feize his nature* 

as 
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as he (lands lingering on the tremendous pre* 
cipice ! He wiflies for annihilation, which he 
often tried to believe in, but could never- fe- 
rioufly be convinced of. The dreadful alter- 
native entirely mifgives him. He meditates 
the devouring abyfs of eternity. He recoils 
as he eyes it. Alas ! alas ! how he ftruggles 
for life J Impotent efforts all. The refiftlefs- 
decree is gone forth. He finks in final de- 
fpair. The blacknefs of darknefs clofeth 
round him. He feels himfelf undone > with- 
out one ray of hope. — Is this the man thai 
laughed the children of wifdom and temper- 
ance to fcorn^ that admired, extolled, and 
imitated feniualifts and fots ? Is he of tho 
fame opinion, think ye, at the laft ? Ah, 
how different his fentiments and language in 
the bower of pleafure, and on the bed of 
death ! 

Did you ever vifit a dying voluptuary } 
Did you afk him, what were his fenfations 
then P-r-" How do you feel, Sir, in the view* 
€€ of your approaching end ? Do you frill 
*< approve a voluptuous life ? Would you 
* c now recommend it to thofe about you J 
" Would you lead it again yourfelf, could 
" health and vigour be reftored ?" How 
fuch queft'ions would pain and pierce him ! 
If he uttered his real apprehenfions, with what 
pathetic, folemn, melting, death-infpired e- 
loquence, would he then eiprefs his perfect 
deteflation of the party he had chofen ; would 
he then declare his heau-rending remorfe oa 

that 
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that account ; would he then pronounce thofe 
young perfons only wife, who (( remember- 
4t ed their Creator in the days of their youth \ n 
would he then admonifh and conjure his com- 
panions and friends to flee the paths of unlaw- 
ful pieafure, and betake themfelves, without a 
moment's delay, to the ways of wifdom and 
virtue ! — — i( Men may live fools, but fools 
they cannot die." 



4€ 



Would it be reckoned an unfeafonable 
<iigreffion from the fubject, or an infupport- 
able addition to this difcourfe, were I now at 
laft to addrefs myfelf to thofe who have more 
immediately committed to them the care of 
youth, and to my younger brethren of the 
clery who are prefent ? 

I. To parents, teachers, tutors, guardi- 
ans, and matters of families. Allow me, 
my friends, to call on you, with all the con- 
cern and folemnity which the importance of 
the cafe demands, to watch over your refpec- 
tive charges, as thofe that watch for immor- 
tal fouls. To do fo is not the bufinefs of the 
•minifters of religion alone. Think, oh think ! 
of what value and confequence fo many young 
minds muft naturally be. Think how " much 
will neceffarily depend to them, to you, to 
fbciety, to religion, on the turn they (hall 
take by times. Think w,Jiat rifks they run of 
taking a bad one, in fo enfnaring an age, e- 
fpecially a fatal bias to licentious pleafure. 
Guard them on ihat iide with particular vigi- 
lance. Be peculiarly folicitous about the 

books 
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books they read, the company they keep, 
jind the friendfhips they form. What effects 
thefe will have upon them, it is eafy to 
imagine ; and mould you neglect them with 
regard to thefe, is there not reafon to fear, 
that all your beft inftructions and wifeft 
monitions will be of little avail? They 
will but too readily contrail a fondnefs for 
fuch writings, fuch .converfation, and fuch 
intimacies, as will footh and nourifh their 
youthful paflions, thofe very paffions which 
you ihould endeavour to correct and mode- 
rate. Need I inform you, how delicate a taik 
that is, and what judicious attention it will re- 
quire to prevent or check the irregular fallie? 
of young fpirits, without difgufting or de- 
preffing them ? A form of pleafure muft needs 
be exhibited j fomething to charm their ima- 
ginations, fomething to capitvate their hearts. 
The worthier and nobler fenfibilities of na- 
ture muft be indulged and cultivated. A feel- 
ing of true honour, the love of virtuous 
praife, admiration of moral beauty, the amiable 
reciprocations of a refined and generous friend- 
ship, the fweet fympathies of natural affection, 
and domeftic union, all thefe muft be recom- 
mended and encouraged. 

Above all the reft, a fenfe of religion muft 
be ftrongly inculcated, as that alone can be 
the ground-work of every virtue, no lefs than 
its higheft finilhing. * But take care how you 
proceed in your attempts to enforce this di- 
vine principle. Beware left you damp or o- 
2 verlajr 
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yerlay the minds you defirc to profit. Be fure 
you fet forth Religion in all her native fmiles 
and graces. Let her never wear, in your dif- 
courfe, or manners, a forbidding countenance. 
That were to difguife, to mifreprefent the an- 
,gel, to do her infinite wrong, and thofe un- 
der your infpe&ipn an irreparable injury* 
Should you frighten them away from piety by 
-making them fancy its fpirit gloomy, t)r feel 
its exercifes burdenfome, they will conceive 
fuch an averfion to it, as you will never be 
able to conquer. Whereas, if you convince 
them by all the arts which prudence can 
prompt, or fweetaefs fuggeft, that there is 
nothing fo beautiful as the character of true 
goodnefs, nothing fo delightful as its pra&ice, 
.and (hew them in your own temper and beha- 
viour its h^ppy and qrnamcntal influence ; 
you will, by . the bleffing of the Moft High, 
which you will .ever implore, infpire them 
with the love of * that heavfcnly power. And 
when that heavenly power hath taken full pof- 
fefiion of their fouls, where is the phantom of 
falfe delight that can have force to feduce ai*d 
detain them i . . 

ExpeA not, however,, to fee them perfect, 
Cv ^eftablifhed! all at once. ^^u^e **pt too 
much from their tender years. Make candid 
allowances fpr $he gaiety, the giddinefs, and 
little innocent frolics of youth. Remember 
you were once young.' Rcftrain them not 
from a fober mirth, anfl decent amufements 
fuited to their age and ftation. Let ih-r» 

Vol. I. Gg V 



350 Of Unlawful Pleasure. Sen 8. 

plainly perceive that you are pleafed to fee 
them fo, and that you are difpofed to deny 
them nothing in your power to grant, but 
what would hurt them. Give no quarter to 
falfehood, difingenuity, or badpaffions of any 
kind. But let not every trifling folly excite 
your difpleafure, or provoke your cenfure. 
Remonftrate feldom, and never in wrath ; but 
always with great ferioufnefs, and great firm- 
nefs.' Infiac, if you would give them the 
moft valuable proof of your affettiop, fail not 
to conduft them to Jefus, as the friend, the 
brother, and the reftorer of their natures, 
who came down from heaven to lead them up 
♦thither, and guide their feet in the way of 
peace and joy, which is no other than the way 
of wifdom and of holinefs. Tell them how 
much he loves the young, and with what gen- 
tlenefs " he carries the lambs in his bofoin." 
• Ceafe not to aflure them, that " his yoke is 
« tafy, and his burden light ; n and that, if 
they wHI take thefe upon them chearfully, 
bear item fteadily, and lean with unbounded 
confidence on his almighty fupport and patron- 
age, all (hall be well. I wiflx it devoutly for 
their fake and yours. 

2. As to you, my younger brethren of the 
clergy * > may I not hope that you will ta.'* -. 
kindly the parting counfel of one who loves 

• This and the preceding addrefi contain the Jubilance 
of an extemporary effufion, vhich the author has endea- 
voured to recollect, and fet down more fully and dif- 
|in$lx* 

you, 
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you, and who "will never, it is likely, have an 
opportunity, of this fort to addrefs you again ? 
It would help not a little to alleviate the con- 
cern which it \9 natural for me to feel on re- 
moving from your fociety, if I might indulge 
the pleating idea, that any thing I (hall now 
offer may contribute to your ufefulnefs or fa- 
tisfaclion. 

I would begin with obferving, that the ri- 
ling generation mould be a principal object of 
your care. From them chiefly muft arifc 
your hopes of fuccefs in your profeffion. They 
are not yet " hardened through the deceitful* 
u nefs of fin," nor hackneyed in the ways of 
the world : and being young yourfdves, you 
can advife, admoniih, and reprove them with 
the beft grace, and the moil efficacy. Your 
beftowing peculiar notice on them, will al- 
ways give pleafure to fuch as are connected 
with them, who will, on that account, liften 
to your other inftru&ions with greater advan- 
tage • Such as are not fo connected, will ftill 
however approve of your conduct, if they are 
good : and if they are otherwife, if they are 
grown old in iniquity, or " accuftomed to do 
u evil," can you expeft " the Ethiopian 
" mould change his fkin, or the leopard his 
u fpots ?" Neverthclefs you may be affured, 
that the very veterans in vice themfelves will 
fecretly applaud your endeavours to train the 
young to virtue and religion ; fo irrefiftibly 
are they led by the force ef truth to admire 
In fpeculation thofe venerable forms, which 
Ggt ia 
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in pra&ice they neglect to purfue. There is 
not, I am convinced, in this houfe,^ parent 
or a tutor fo loft to every ientiment of worfh, 
a$ not to wifli, let their own characters be e- 
ver fo foolifh or fo wicked, that thofe young 
perfons whom nature or providence has in- 
trufted to their infpedtion, may be wife and 
virtuous. 

When the younger part of your hearers 
difcover that they poflefs a particular fhare in 
your regard and labours, a diftin&ion fo obli* 
ging to them will wonderfully conciliate their 
efteem and confidence ; and thefe, under God, 
will (< open their hearts to attend to the words 
" that ihall be fpoken" by you. They wiH 
hardly be able to withftand the arguments, the 
exhortations, the intreaties, of thofe whom 
they find fo deeply concerned about their edi- 
fication and welfare ; more efpecially if you: 
approve to their ingenuity mainly, or to that 
fenfe of truth and probity, of praife and re** 
putation, which originally belongs to their na- 
tures, and which will always tfffbfd you A 
handle, whereby to take hold of their con-> 
feisnees, unlefs thefe fhould become totally 
obdurate : and that, it is to be hoped, will 
rarely be the cafe, fo long as they are young* 
Such a cafe, I am well perfuaded, would bt 
yet more rare, if every working of modefty> 
fcvery tendency to good, every the fmalleft 
flioor or fprouting of virtue, were early and 
tenderly cherifhedand fupported. 

By commending where you can, by rebu- 
king 
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king only where you muft, by never lock- 
ing or revolting them with an ill-judged feve~ 
rity, whilft you never fofter their pride or va- 
nity by urideferved, undiftinguifbing, or ex- 

, travagant applaufe, you will preferve a happy 
balance in their fpirits. They will hearken to 
you with equal delight and reverence, as at 

•once their friends and their teacher*; and 
having thus engaged them to love and honour 
you, it is natural to think you will the more 
cafily and effectually win them to the love and 
veneration of your Matter. 

To recommend your Matter and his religion. 

. to their hearts, to all hearts,- 1 need not fay,, 
flxould be your ruling ambition, and your 
leading aim. " To know" and to preach 
" Chrift and him crucified," was the refolu- 
tion, the ftudy, and the glory of the greateflr 
man, and the beft minifter^ the Chriftiaro 
church did ever produce* To be called a 
preacher of Chriftianity, and not to preacb 
Chrift \ to bear that honourable title,, and to 
preach Plato or Epicletus, Antoninus or Se- 
neca, exclufiveLy of Chrift, or preferably to 
himj — May God almighty forbid that fo 
great a contradiction, iuch a grofs prevarica- 

. tion^ a conduct fo abfurdly* Co (hamefully im- 
pious, fhould ever be chargeable on any of 
you ! Let the philofophy of Greece and 
Rome have it* due. Let thoie who taught it 
meet with all the approbation and refpect 
which they deferve : and doubtlefs they de- 
force a great deal. In many inftances theyr 
G g. 3 thougKt 
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thought well 9 and wrote better* Many of their 
faying* concerning life, and morals, and natural 
theology, may be adopted with fafety, and in- 
culcated with advantage. I pity the man who 
affe&s to defpife them : he betrays ignorance, 
or prejudice, of poornefs of fpirit, or all thefe 
together. But could we fuppofe a Chriftian 
preacher by profeffioiv, 'giving them the pre- 
ference, in his eftimatioh and difcourfes, to 
that truly divine philofopher who defcended 
from the Father of light and Love to teach and 
to fave mankind, I fhould pity fuch a man ftill 
more, as deftitute alike of t&fte and worth, of 
underftanding and honefty. Never, oh ne- 
ver ! my beloved brethreri, be " afhamed df 
u the gofpcl of Chrift." You never can have 
caufe. Regard your relation to the Son 6f 
God as your greateft honour. Bfe wilfully • 
guilty of nothing to forfeit the felicity coii- 
ne&ed with It, or to make the Son of God *- 
fhamed of you. 

Let the fond admirers of Paganifm dote on 
a philofophy which the experience of ages has 
proved defective, feeble, inefficacious \ as the 
reafon of things fhews it to be perplfcxed with 
uncertainty, warpt with error, and altoge- 
ther difproportioried to the demands of hu- 
man nature. Let us, Us I fay, who profds 
ourfelves the difcipies of him who lived, arid 
taught, and died in Judea, who fpake and 
a&ed as never man fpake or afted; let lis 
maintain with boldnefs, though with meekncfe 
too, the caufe of bur Mafier.-i— Think again, 

of 
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of what Matter ; — of the fweeteft and fubll- 
meft fpirit ; of the moft enlightened, comprc- 
heniive, and penetrating mind ; of the moft 
heroic bencfa&or, and meritorious firfferer ; 
in a word, of the moft accomplifhed and dig- 
nified pertonage that ever appeared on the 
theatre of humanity ! 

Let us ftudy by day and by night the philo- 
sophy of the evangelical fyftem. It were ea(y 
to evince, that no inftitmton^ no difcipiiric, 
which we are acquainted with, is adapted, 
like the gofpel, to the frame and the ftate of 
man. This, in general, I will venture to af- 
firm, that there is not in the human breaft a 
fingle .point of fenfibility, a Angle fpring of 
fcttion, any 00c faculty, principle, or percep- 
tion, relating to moral, fpiritual, or eternal 
tnings, which the phxiofophy of Jefus Chrift 
is not calculated to ftrike, to move, to direct, 
to govern 1 at the fame time that the diftem- 
pers, the diftreflcs, the weaknefles, and the 
wants of our nature, are moft wifely and ge- 
neroufly provided for : fo that the preacher 
who hefitatcs a moment to difplay or to prefs 
the doctrines, the motives, and the grace df 
the New Teftament, is a ftranger to his owtt 
nature, and tn efie& its enemy. 

To difplay and to prefs thefe, or, in other 
fwords, to explain and to enforce the whole 
'counfel of God, reipe&ing the restoration of 
fallen man, fo far as that is revealed, together 
with the grand, immortal truths and laws of 
natural religion j to do this with ability and 

fuccefS} 
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iuccefs, is furely one of the nobleft and moft 
delightful of all employments. To acquit 
yourfelves Well here, what application, what 

.zeal, or what energy, if rightly directed, can 
be too much? From what quarter ihould 
you not be willing u> borrow light and aid, in 
the glorious art of true eloquence ? You may 
learn it, my friends, from Tuliy j you may 
learn it from Demofthenes : I add with pecu- 
liar pleafure, you may learn it from Paul of 
Tarfus : I fubjoin with the higheft joy, you 
may learn it from Jefos of Nazareth. 

Let it always be your care to fpeak to the 
heart, to enter into the confidence, to make 
men acquainted with themfelves. Contemn 
every ornament that ferves not, in fome fhape, 
to the purpofe of perfuafion, and every fpecies 
of addrefs that doth not tend to render the 

. hearers better or w^fer- Never reft in gene* 

• ral or vague harangues : fuch, believe me, 

* how ingenious or elegant foever, are always 
" from the purpofe of" preaching, a pruac*- 

pal part " of whofc end, both at the firft and 
M now, was and. is* to hold, as* it were, the 
w mirror up to nature, to fliew Virtue her 
. « own feature, Vice her own image, and the 
" very age and body of the time its form and 
•* proCure;" 1 fhatt readily be pardoned for 
applying to this ftibject, with a fmall variation, 
thofe beautiful words of the greateft human 
writer in the world. 

I conjure you, brethren, c * before God, 
£ and the Lord Jefus Chrift A who (hall judgp 

"the 
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w the quick and the dead at his appearing*. 
" and his kingdom ;" never facrifice utility 
or truth to fhew or popularity. Let no de- 
fire of applaufe tempt you to fpoil your dif- 
courfes with affected rhetoric or vaki philofo- 
phy, on the one hand, or to dtfgrace thcnv 
with vulgarity and cant, oh the other. Let 
no dread of bigots, however violent or nume- 
rous, deter you from holding up to the peo-v 
pie a high ftandard of Chriftian morals. Let 
no refpeft for libertines, of what rank or parts 
foever, turn yott afide from the fimpiicity of 
fl the truth, as it is in Jefus. ,> A virtuous 
Chriftianity, that is, genuine Chriftianity, is 
the caufe of Heaven. It will always bear you 
6ut. If you have felt its facred operation* 
are taken with its beauty* and awed by that 
majefty which it hath derived from its author | 
blcfled Saviour ! what fortitude and fervour 
in' preaching it, will thefe infpire 1 

If ipdeed you have undergone the djfcipline 
of repentance ; if you have pafied the ftrait 
gate, and entered the narrow way that leads to 
life eternal ; if the profpefts which faith un- 
folds have opened on your illuminated eye, 
and that celeftial Spirit who proceeds from 
Jefus, has defcended into your bofoms ; what 
force of feeling, what depth of difcerpment 
in the beft things, what un&ion of fentiment 
and language, what unftudied allurement and 
dignity of manner, will ordinarily accompany 
your performances ! How clearly will you 
trace, and how fcnfibly deicribc, from the 

fund 
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fund of your own experience, the movements 
of the foul, the meafures of confidence, the 
falutary pains of converfion, the fecret ftruggle* 
of virtue, the afpirations of an advancing 
piety, in fhort, the whole rife and progrefe 
of the divine life ! 

Let me particularly remind you, that no- 
thing will more affift or animate you in the 
cxercifes of the pulpit, thin the devotions of 
the clofet \ provided thefe arep humble and li- 
beral, fimple and exalted, feriaus and fervent* 
In that cafe, they will he — what will they . be ? 
— a rich, perennial fpring of infpiration. 
They will diffufe through your public addre'f- 
fes, both to God and to man, a certain sethe^ 
real influence, that will be univerfally feen and 
felt. Oh, how different from the conftraint, 
the formality, the. frigidity, the deadnefs, you 
have fometimcs witnefied I 

After all, let it be remembered, that the 
benediction of God alone can .give proper 
power to all your miniftrations. I hope you 
daily afk it. But remember Ukewife, you can 
only expeft it in the road of righteoufnefs* 
And therefore, to all your improvements, 
and ail your exertions, fail not, (I will take 
the liberty to fay it to the whole order pre- 
sent), fail not to join purity of heart and fane- 
tity of manners. PracTafe as much as poflibk 
the breeding of gentlemen* but never drop 
the character of clergymen. Between thefe,. 
when truly understood, there is, I am per- 
fuaded, no incompatibility. But if there 

were* 
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were, it is cafy to fee which of the two, in 
point of propriety and uniformity, ought to 
give place in your deportment. . An engaging 
demeanour, it is certain 1 , can never be incon- 
fiftent with clerical decorum. But where-e- 
ver the fafliion of the times, or the folly of 
men, would attempt to build either pleafure 
or refinement x>n the ruins of virtue, may wc 
have the firmnefs in our behaviour, to fink 
the man of the world in the man of God. 
u Finally, brethren, farewell : Be perfect, dq 
*' of good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
" peace, and the God of love and peace (hall 
u be with you." Amen, 
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